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ISIS 
ISIS is a resource and documentation center in the international women's l iberation movement. 

It was set up in 1974 by a collective of women to gather materials from local women's groups and the 
feminist movement and to make these resources available to other women. 

The quarterly ISIS International Bul let in reproduces theoretical and practical information and 
documentation from women's groups and the women's movement around the wor ld. It includes resource 
listings, reports and notices to help pass on information about what is going on in the movement in other 
countries and continents and to help in the exchange of ideas, contacts, experiences and resources among 
women and feminist groups. 

I f you would lik e to have notices, information of your activities or resources producedzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA by your 
women's group included in the ISIS Bul let in, please send them to the ISIS collectives in Rome and Geneva. 
We would lik e to exchange the ISIS Bul let in on a regular basis wi th those who are producing newsletters, 
magazines and other materials. 

internationa l feminis t networ k 

ISIS is coordinating the International Feminist Network ( IFN), a communicat ion channel through 
which women can mobil ize international support for each other. The I F N was proposed'at the International 
Tribunal on Crimes Against Women in Brussels in March 1976 to aid in the mobi l izat ion of support and 
solidarity among the women's movement on an international scale when needed for the struggles and actions 
of women - as in the cases of rape victims, court cases or strikes of women. The I FN can also be used for 
rapid spreading of information about international feminist actions and demonstrations. Women needing 
international support should write or telephone the ISIS collectives in Geneva or Rome giving details of the 
case and the ways women in other countries can help them. Requests for support wi l l be passed on to the 
contact women who have volunteered to inform the women's movement in their countries. 

This issu e of the ISIS Bulleti n was prepare d by Jane Cottingham  and Marile e Kar l wit h help fro m Constanc e Lawrence . 
Printe d by Imprimeri e Artisanale , Geneva. ^ 

Unsigne d article s and review s are by member s of the ISIS collective . Other views presente d here are not necessaril y 
thos e of ISIS members . zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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O R G A A I Z L W  AGAIiYS T 

This bullet in is about  rape -- or rather, about  women organizing against  rape and violence against  
women. Rape helps us to focus on violence against  women which takes many forms. It  cannot  be 
looked at  in isolat ion. A feminist  analysis demonstrates the polit ical nature of rape and its far-
reaching implicat ions for our lives. Rape is the ult imate expression of male dominat ion over and 
contempt  for women as women. Al l women, whether or not  we have been rape vict ims ourselves, 
live w ith the constant  threat  and fear of rape and this condit ions all our lives. The cult ural 
acceptance of rape by a male-dominated society is a means of keeping all women in their place and 
under cont rol. 

Hist orically, the t reatment  of rape has shown clearly how women are t reated as the " propert y"  
of men. Rapists have been punished, not  for having abused a woman, but  another man - the father 
or husband of the raped woman. Throughout  hist ory, male dominated society has never seriously 
done anything to remove the threat  of rape, and this includes present  day polit ical part ies and 
movements which st ill refuse to recognize the polit ical nature of rape. At  most , men have set  up 
laws and regulat ions to protect  and cont rol their " propert y" . 

Women today, however, are organizing all over the w orld not  only t o reveal rape for what  it  
really is and to denounce it , but  t o act ively combat  rape and violence against  w omen, removing 
their root  causes. The struggle against  rape cristalizes in a way the feminist  st ruggle: the right  t o 
determine our own lives, have cont rol over our own bodies and our own sexualit y and the right  
and need for autonomy and respect  for women. 
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Focussing on rape t hen, automat ically throws light  on the wider issue of violence. Crimes and 
violence against  women include inst it ut ional, economic, medical, legal and cult ural violence as well 
as physical. The issue of violence concerns power, which means that  violence cannot  be separated 
f rom a discussion about  who has the power in the w or ld. Clearly it  is the men who have power: 
power through inst it ut ions, through polit ical part ies, through the media, through governments, 
through development  planning, through unions, through mult inat ional corporat ions. 
This bullet in presents a select ion of art icles f rom women around the w orld giving a feminist  
analysis and perspect ive on rape. We are emphasizing not  just  the denunciat ion of this crime 
against  women but  how women are organizing to combat  rape and violence against  women. 
The resource sect ion provides a list ing of materials produced by women for the purpose of sharing 
their experiences and st rengthening each other in this struggle. We believe that  these resources 
w ill be very useful for other women. Women all over the w orld are raising their voices on the 
issue of rape as the art icles in this bullet in indicate, but  we found that  most  of the material 
produced today st ill comes f rom the indust rialized count ries of the w orld - although this is 
changing, as the materials f rom India and Maurit ius show. The art icles and resources also show 
the complexit y of the issue and the diversity of polit ical and tact ical approaches in the women's 
movement . The discussion of rape invariably leads to a discussion of inst it ut ional as well as 
physical violence. Art icles in this bullet in dealing w it h the police, prisons and the law bring this 
out . Women cannot  combat  rape only by going through legal channels. These channels themselves 
do violence against  us. Women have also pointed out  that  we cannot  talk about  combat t ing rape 
w it hout  dealing w it h racism and classism t oo. The issue of inst it ut ional violence raises these 
quest ions. Alt hough the limit ed size of this bullet in does not  allow us to pursue all of these point s 
f ully, we want  t o stress them here in the int roduct ion. 

We hope that  this bullet in w ill st imulate women in the struggle against  violence, that  the 
descript ions of women's init iat ives and the resources w ill be useful t o women organizing to combat  
rape, that  the feminist  analysis of rape w ill provide material for further discussion and act ion. 
We hope to hear react ions and responses f rom other women who are breaking their silence about  
rape and violence. 

Jane Cot t ingham 

Marilee Karl 
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In this art icle from the M arch/ April 1979 issue ofzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA M anushi , 
a feminist  journal from India, Vibhut i Patel of India interviews 
Berit  Lal<ey of the Women's Organizat ion Against  Rape 
(WOAR), Philadelphia, USA. Manush i is available from A-5 
Nizamuddin East , New Delhi 110013, India. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

RAPE as an issue defines the common predicament  of all 
women. It  is a conscious act  of int im idat ion which is used t o 
keep women in constant  fear and anxiety. Even though rape 
is a crime commit ted by individual men on individual women, 
yet  it  is an issueconcerning all women, because it  is the fear of a 
real or potent ial rape which keeps all women dependent  for 
their protect ion on men. It  is not  as if one set  of men act  as 
"protectors"  while the others violate women. The same man 
who forbids his w ife or daughter to move out  alone — who 
protects them as his personal " proper t y"  — violates w it h 
impunity the wives and daughters of other men. 

Women are forced to believe that  they are safe only as the 
property of this or that  man. Al l male-dominated societ ies 
enforce this dependence in women. Thus the man-woman 
relat ionship becomes one of power and dominat ion. There-
fore, the fight  against  rape has to be a collect ive f ight  of all 
women against  all forms of male dominat ion and oppression 
of women. It  is thus that  rape becomes a polit ical issue. 
In the West, rape is the crucial issue around which feminist  
organizat ions unite and f ight . Among these feminist  bodies is 
the Women's Organizat ion Against  Rape (WOAR). Berit  
Lakey, director of WOAR was recent ly on a lecture tour of 
India. 

and sexual at rocit ies are commit ted on women — whether 
they are adivasis, harijans, t ypist s, college students, rich 
women or housewives from any economic background. But  
women from lower economic strata have fewer resources, so 
they have to come t o a government  hospital if they have been 
raped. Rich women consult  the best  doctors if they are raped 
and the matter is kept  secret . Women from the middle classes 
don't  report  the crime because of the social st igma. 

Can you throw some light  on the relat ionship between the 
rapist  and the rape vict im? 

In 50 per cent  of cases, the rapist  is a person the woman 
knows — friends, acquaintances, bosses and sometimes even 
near relat ives like cousins, uncles, fathers-in-law, rape. In 10-12 
per cent  of cases, brothers, fathers and other family members 
are involved. Fi f t y per cent  of rape-vict ims are under 18. IVIany 
are sexually molested at  home. Schoolgoing boys and girls are 
often the vict ims of forcible sexual intercourse. 

How do you analyse the psychological aspect  of rape? 

There have been many myths relat ing to rape like, "because 
women wear provocat ive clothes they are raped" , "women 
like t o at t ract  males" !  I might  wear fashionable clothes be-
cause I would like to be admired; this does not  mean that  I 
would like to be at tacked. Some Freudians say women have a 
phobia of being raped. To me the word " phobia"  means an 
" irrat ional psychological cond i t ion"  while rape is a " polit ical 
condit ion" . Its vict im is any baby, girl or woman, from the age 
of nine months to 96 years. 

Berit , what  are your views on rape? 

Rape graphically conveys that  "we are unf ree"  and keeps 
women in their place - always t err if ied, subdued and 
oppressed. Yet  nothing is done about  it . The social st igma 
attached to the vict im of rape makes her feel further de-
moralized, ashamed, guilt y and isolated. M uch theoret ical 
work has been done on issues like class struggle and economic 
injust ice, but  lit t le importance is given to this specific form of 
women's oppression. 

To which st rata of society do women who face this problem 
acutely, belong? ^ 

From our (WOAR's) experience of two years in which we 
have seen 1500 cases in Philadelphia, we can say that  rape 
happens in all social and economic st rata. In India, also, rape 

Rape kills a woman's self-confidence in her dest iny and her 
body. Thus rape is not  sexual engagement  but  sexual violence. 
Both men and women can be vict ims of psychological rape, 
which is harassment  by words or gestures such as obscene 
phone calls, whist les and pinches. Both physical and psycho-
logical rape have as direct  object ives dominat ion, aggression, 
degradat ion and humiliat ion. 

As regards rapists I would like to tell you that  stat ist ics from 
various studies have shown that  71 per cent  of all rapes were 
well-planned prior to actual pract ice. Rapists know their 
target . And it  is not  only the sex-urge that  forces men to rape. 
Studies of rapists show that  most  are mentally " norm al"  
w it h tendencies towards aggression and violence. M any are 
married or have girlfr iends and other sexual out lets and are 
not  "sex-starved" . So WOAR says, "The major mot ive for rape 
is aggression.violence, humiliat ion, dominat ion" . 



What are your views on marital rape? zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Laws in the USA now state that  a woman can't  be raped by 
her husband. Forcible intercourse w it hout  the consent  of the 
wife does take place but  such instances of domest ic sexual 
violence do not  become public knowledge. The inst it ut ion 
of marriage gives the male partner a freehold over the woman 
partner's body. Violat ion of a woman's dignit y by her husband 
is as much a crime as when she is violated by X, Y or Z. Even 
in marriage, "dominat ion dynamics"  are at  work. 

How does WOAR funct ion? What  are its aims and object ives? 

WOAR's act ivity is not  conf ined to helping women only. It  
wants to raise people's awareness. To us it  does not  seem social 
work because the eradicat ion of rape requires polit ical work. 

We are working in five dif ferent  areas. The work is divided 
among (a) administ rat ive teams (b) voluntary development  
teams (c) legal system teams. 

When a rape-vict im rings us up, we give her emot ional shelter, 
listen to her experience. We have hot  line services which are 
open for 24 hours of the day. WOAR is connected w it h 
hospitals, the police, the courts, psychiat rists and public 
educat ion inst itutes. Our volunteers accompany rape-vict ims 
to the hospital, they stand beside the vict im while a 
gynaecological examinat ion is going on. 

Volunteers also go to the police and to the court  when the 
vict im is cross-examined. Somet imes a vict im is asked 
quest ions which make her feel humiliated and too ashamed to 
speak out  in public. Our volunteer just  asks the woman to 
forget  that  there are other people in the court -room. She 
suggests that  the vict im concent rate on her while making her 
statement. In this way we t ry to prevent  the woman from 
breaking down in court . 

WOAR also organizes educat ion classes which t ry to make 
people more sensit ive to this issue. Tradit ionally, a rape-
vict im kept  the experience to herself and everyone who knew 
about  it  t reated her as untouchable. But  these at t itudes are 
changing. People now show a willingness to talk about  rape 
and sexual at rocit ies. 

WOAR is a legal inst it ut ion. There have been " illegal organiza-
t ions"  of women against  rape and sexual assault . One of them 
is the SOS (Save Our Sisters). This organizat ion's main act ivit y 
is to expose the name of the rapist  through wall posters 
like "so and so raped a woman at  such and such place'.' This 
campaign really creates a st ir. 

Can you tell us something about  WOAR's act ivists? 

At present  we have 12 ful l t imers who devote themselves to 
the cause of W OAR. M any women, including rape-vict ims, 
have volunteered for the work. But  it  is very dif f icult  to 
cont inue such work for more than two or three years because 
women f ind WOAR's experience very t raumat ic and emot ion-
ally disturbing. 

Why do you consider rape to be a polit ical quest ion? ' *  

One, because the only solut ion to the problem is poli t ical. 
We w il l have to link the f ight  against  rape w it h our struggle 
against  capitalism under which women are mere sex objects of 

the capitalist  economy-market . Only organized women can 

help. 

M oreover, other social factors are involved in rape cases in 
Amer ica. Among the 450 men so far executed for rape, 405 
were black and poor men. The blacks are always punished. 
But  not  one white man has ever been executed for raping a 
black woman. , . , . , 

Do you have any experience of police-connivance? In our 
country it  is the usual thing. If a rape-vict im or her relat ives 
go to the police to lodge a complaint , they are beaten up, and 
somet imes women are raped by the police themselves. In the 
cit ies things are no bet ter. Do such things happen in your 
country? 

There is always police connivance in cases of sexual at rocit ies 
and rape. Usually the police t ry to avoid registering a case; 
they ask the vict im humiliat ing, irrelevant  and insult ing 
quest ions and put  the vict im and her relat ives off . But  because 
o f ,W OAR things have changed to a great  extent . But  neither 
the police nor the law can help us women unless we are 
organized. So sisters, I repeat  again that  we w i l l have to treat  
rape as a polit ical issue, not  an individual act . We must  f ight  in 
a united way. 

ONLY ORGANIZED W OM EN CAN HELP. 

•  
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D.C. Area Feminist  Allianc e Ta$l< Force on Violence Against 
Women zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

In their work to stop rape, bat tering and harassment of 
women, the D.C. Area Feminist  Alliance Task Force on 
Violence against  Women has drawn up some underlyng 
principles which present  a concise analysis of violence against  
women. These were used by the Alliance during their organiza-
t ion of a march against  violence to explain their act ions to the 
community. We are reprint ing these principles here because we 
feel that  they could be very useful for other groups organizing 
to stop violence against  women. They are reprinted with 
permission of the D.C. Area Feminist  Alliance, P.O. Box 
19362, Washington D.C. 20006, USA. 

PRINCIPLE ONE: SELF-DETERM INATION FOR WOMEN 

Al l people have t he r ight t o co n t r o l our ow n bodies and 

sexual i t y. We shou ld no t  have t o rest r ict  our f r eedom of 

m ovem ent , our bodies or our act ivi t ies and behavior in order 

t o be safe. We have t he r ight t o f r eedom f r om vio lat ions of 

our personal au t onom y and our physical in t egr i t y on t he 

st reet , in t he home and at  t he w o r kp lace. 

PRINCIPLE FOUR: COMMUNITY CENSURE OF VIO-
LENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

We p r om o t e t he idea o f co m m u n i t y censure o f act s o f vio lence 

against  w o m en . People m ust  speak ou t  and co ndem n rape and 

bat t er ing as t hey happen . Th is means no m ore co m p l i ci t y : 

We are asking f o r a pub l i c expression of d isapproval — t hat  w e 

w i l l not  t o lerat e vio lence against  w o m en . 

W hat do w e m ean by vio lence against  w om en? iof  ,<zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAMs. 

By " vio lence against  w o m e n " , w e refer t o b o t h speci f ic and 

general abuse of w o m en in t h is societ y. It  includes bat t er ing, 

rape and ot her f o r m s o f physical d o m in at i o n of w o m en . 

Bu t  w e also m ean t he at t i t udes w h i ch say t hat  w o m en are " f ai r 

gam e" . Sexual access t o w o m en and physical d o m in at i o n of 

w o m en are considered m ale prerogat ives accord ing t o prevai l -

ing at t i t udes in our societ y. 

W hat is rape? 

Rape is any unw an t ed sex act  or f o r ced sexual con t act . Rape 

can t ake place anyw her e, no t  just  on t he st reet s but  in t he 

hom e or at  t he w o r kp lace. In t h is co n t ext , rape can occur 

bet w een husband and w i f e , lovers, f r iends or st rangers. M o st  

rapes are at t acks against  w o m en of t he same race and class 

group as t he rapist . 

PRINCIPLE TWO: POWER FOR WOMEN 

To st op vio lence against  w o m en and t o exercise t he r ight t o 

con t r o l our ow n bodies, w o m en need pow er . If w o m en had 

po l i t ical pow er (e.g., access t o t he legal syst em , in f luence over 

t he m edia, et c.), t he at t i t udes t hat  fost er vio lence against  

w om en cou ld be el im inat ed . W o m en can becom e pow er f u l 

by organizing t oget her t o express our w i l l . W o m en need t o 

break t hrough t he barr iers of silence t hat  isolat e us f r o m each 

ot her and t o see t hat an act  o f vio lence against  one w o m an 

is an act  of vio lence against  us al l . 

PRINCIPLE THREE: SELF-DEFENSE FOR WOMEN 

W om en have t he r ight  t o self -defense. Self -defense is t he ab i l i -

t y , bot h physical ly and psycho logical l y , t o def end oneself 

against  vio lence. We m ust  underst and ho w an ind ividual 

w om an perceives t he t hreat of vio lence against  her , and her 

ab i l i t y t o f ight  back (her size, t r ain ing, sel f -concept ) w hen 

we judge a si t uat ion invo lving self -defense. 

W hat is bat t er ing? 

Bat t er ing is vio lence by som eone w i t h w h o m t he v i ct im has 

a close personal r elat ionsh ip (such as a b o y f r i en d , husband or 

o t her f am i l y m em ber ). It  also can include t hreat s of vio -

lence w h i ch are used t o co n t r o l t he v i ct im . One est imat e is 

t hat  t here are 28 m i l l i o n bat t ered w o m en in t h is co u n t r y . 

Ho w are w o m en consider ed " f ai r gam e" ? 

At t acks against  w o m en — includ ing rape, bat t er ing, m o lest ing 

and assault  — have been t o ler at ed or even encouraged in m any 

w ays. In t he m ovies and on TV , t he super m acho m ale is 

present ed as t he ideal m ascul ine t ype. Com edians m ake jokes 

about  beat ing t hei r w ives. In t he legal syst em , rape vict im s 

o f t en are hum i l iat ed by law yers w h o t r y t o insinuat e t hat  t hey 

" asked f o r i t " . A n d assault  by a husband against  a w i f e rarely 

is even t reat ed as a cr im e. 

W ho rapes and bat t ers? 

A n y m an m ay be or m ay becom e a rapist  or bat t erer . A l l 

t ypes of m en rape and bat t er — m en of al l ages, races, classes 

and social st at uses. 
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Who gets raped or bat tered? *  

Al l women are the potent ial vict ims of rape and violence. 
Women of all ages, races, classes and appearances are raped and 
beaten. Some women, however, are more vulnerable t o assault  
because of their living and/ or work situat ions. Women who 
work nights and must  rely on public t ransportat ion and 
women living in buildings w it h poor security and light ing are 
more suscept ible to assaults. In addit ion, bat tered women 
who lack economic resources, or who have children, f ind it  
especially hard to escape a violent  home. 

Why do men rape and bat ter women? 

Men assault  women primarily out  of a need to express their 
power over women, and not  out  of sexual desire. The majorit y 
of rapes are premeditated. Accompanying this need may be 
host ilit y toward women and a view of women as sex objects. 
Rape is an act  of humiliat ing and cont rolling another person. 
Men batter women for similar reasons. A man often considers 
his wife or gir lfr iend to be his property — someone he has a 
right  t o cont rol in any way he chooses. 

What  can be done? Should we seek to increase police pro-
tect ion and rely on the criminal just ice system? 

Although we often cannot  depend on the police and cr iminal 
just ice system to protect  us, the reality is that  there are t imes 
when we need their services. Communit y demands for more 
foot  pat rols, for police who are bilingual or are of the same 
ethnic group as the communit y in which they work and 
for more off icials (including more women off icials) who are 
sensit ive to women's specific needs, are urgent . 

However, we know that  the power of these inst itut ions can 
be used against  us. Unt i l those agencies are accountable to 
women and to the communit y at  large — unt il they respond 
to priorit ies set  by the people and not  by themselves — we 
must  not  rely on the cr iminal just ice system to stop violence 
against  women. 

What  is the long-term solut ion t o ending violence against  
women? 

The ult imate answer lies in changing the basic power relat ion-
ships between men and women in this society. In every sphere 
of life — economic, social, pol i t ical, cultural and spir itual — 
women are kept  dow n. We have t o change and re-create new 
forms of living, child-raising, st ructuring work and income, 
governing, making policy, entertainment  and communicat ion. 
We have to create new values and systems that  are based on 
equalit y, respect  and self-determinat ion for all people, and t o 
fight  to eliminate values and systems that  are based on beliefs 
of supremacy of one group of people over another and on 
hatred and degradat ion of people and exploit at ion. Unt i l 
these philosophical and st ructural systems are changed fun-
damentally, men w il l cont inue t o dominate women and 

women w il l cont inue to be vict ims. As long as men have power 
over women, physical violence w il l cont inue to be used to 
cont rol women. 

What  can women do to defend ourselves? 

Women have the right  and must  have the opportunit y to learn 
effect ive means of self-defense. M art ial arts (karate, judo, 
etc.) involve fees for inst ruct ion and long hours of pract ice. 
Self-defense (street  f ight ing and survival tact ics) is more 
pract ical as a way to learn t o avoid bad situat ions and how to 
get  out  of them if they occur. Toward prevent ion of rape, 
we can learn tact ics that  help deter would-be at tackers (i.e., 
list ing f irst  init ials only in phone books and on mailboxes. 

etc.; wearing clot hing which enables us to run; keeping alert ; 
moving conf ident ly and quickly; carrying and using a whist le; 
having keys in our hands ready for use, etc.). We can learn and 
teach effect ive methods of self-defense and develop our 
f ight ing skills and physical st rength. " " ' 

Because most  women are not  as physically strong as most  
men a woman may need to use more force (e.g., weapons) 
to defend herself than a man in the same situat ion might  have 
t o use. Therefore, the law should define acceptable means of 
self-defense on the basis of what  is necessary for the part icular 
individual. 

What  about  men? 

We seek to increase women's mobil i t y and freedom of move-
ment  w it hout  relying on the cr iminal just ice system to rest rict  
men's freedom of movement . We seek to promote solut ions 
t o rape and bat tering which involve the re-educat ion of men 
(by women and by other men) t o see that  violat ing another 
person's autonomy and physical integrity is wrong. 

M en must  develop a consciousness of how their behaviour is 
threatening to women (e.g., harassment  of women on the 
st reet , suddenly walking up behind a woman or follow ing her 
t oo closely, etc.). M en have a responsiblit y for developing 
this sensit ivit y and for dealing w it h the behaviour of other 
men. 

We want  t o live in a society in which men and women look 
out  for and take care of each other, not  a society in which 
men are the " prot ect ors"  and women are dependent  upon men 
for prot ect ion. The role of protector gives men more power 
over women and prevents women from increasing our own 
power. We want  all individuals to have the right  and abilit y 
t o protect  themselves and to be autonomous. What  we demand 
of men is that  they confront  other men who are being violent  
and that  they support  the right  of women to defend ourselves. 
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Why doesn' t  the crimina l justic e syste m work ? 

First , the majorit y of men who rape or batte r are not  arrested . 
Police , judges , prosecutor s and hospita l official s commonl y 
refuse to believ e or take seriousl y a woman' s complain t 
that  she has been raped . Similarly , polic e and prosecutor s 
are reluctan t  to interven e to stop spousa l batterin g because 
they see it  as the "husband' s prerogative " or just  a "famil y 
feud" . And the convictio n rate of those arreste d is low -
practicall y non-existen t  in cases of battering . Thus, the syste m 
is not  a deterren t  to act s of violenc e against  women . Second , 
those who are arreste d and convicte d serve tim e in prison s 
where violenc e is constantl y reinforced . Furthermore , upo n 
release, these men rejoi n a societ y which condone s and even 
foster s violenc e against  women.  Third , the criminal  justic e 
syste m is ofte n ineffectiv e for handlin g a man who batters . 
The battere d woma n may be dependen t  on him for financia l 
suppor t  for hersel f and her children , so that  she is reluctan t  to 
prosecut e him.  Finally , the crimina l justic e syste m is racist , 
classis t  and sexist . -5 

What  do we mean by sayin g that  the crimina l justic e syste m 

is racist , classis t  and sexist ? 

The structur e of the crimina l justic e syste m reflect s and per-
petuate s the inequalitie s of the larger society . In varyin g 
ways, the syste m function s to keep women , poo r peopl e 
and thir d worl d peopl e in thei r "place " as less than equal 
to white , upperclas s men. America n rape laws, for example , 
are the descendant s of laws originall y set  up to protec t 
"property " (i.e., women ) of whit e men. The rapist  was con -
sidere d to have committed  a crim e against  the husband' s 
or father' s propert y rights . Thir d worl d wome n who live d 
independentl y of men were given litt le , if any, value by the 
law. And the woma n who was raped by her husban d had no 
legal recours e at  all . Many of these sexist  attitude s are stil l 
part  of the law. r-'w-sii ? 

The racism and classis m of the legal syste m are eviden t  In 

many ways. Withou t  money , it  is usuall y impossibl e for a 

perso n to receiv e the same qualit y of legal servic e that  a 

wealth y perso n can obtain . The peopl e who are arreste d and 

brough t  int o the syste m in the firs t  place are overwhelmingl y 

the poo r and racia l minorities . An d the histor y of the deat h 

penalt y show s that  those who are black or brow n are much 

more likel y to be sentence d t o die . 

What  can wome n do to end violenc e against  women ? 

Women can act  as individual s and in group s to undertak e 
variou s approache s t o endin g violenc e against  women.  We 
can wor k for improve d legislation , publi c safety , service s to 
victims , publi c polic y and communit y education . An y actio n 
whic h increase s women' s self-sufficienc y — includin g ade-
quate , availabl e child-car e and economi c independenc e — 
wil l help preven t  batterin g because it  wil l give wome n the 
opt io n to remov e themselve s fro m a situatio n of batterin g 
and dependenc e on a man. We, the wome n of the D.C. Area 
Feminis t  Alliance , the Rape Crisi s Center and the Task Force 
on Abuse d Women , have unite d to organiz e thi s march and 
have formulate d it s demand s as a demonstratio n of what 
wome n can do in the D.C. area. These are the short-ter m 
measure s we can wor k for now t o help end violenc e against 
women. 

How can the communit y deal wit h rape and assault ? 

People in the communit y shoul d openl y express disapprova l of 

act s of violenc e against  wome n and interven e to preven t  them . 

We are against  "stayin g out  of othe r people' s business " as an 

excuse , and we are against  silence . 

We shoul d deman d that  our communit y resource s (e.g., tax 

dollars ) be used t o eliminat e rape and assault . We shoul d also 

sto p spendin g our own mone y on product s that  are sol d to us 

by advertisement s that  foste r anti-woma n attitudes . 

We shoul d develo p ways to institutionaliz e communit y censur e 
of violenc e against  women.  Neighborhoo d groups , churc h 
group s and union s or othe r workplac e group s must  begin to 
take responsibilit y for thei r own member s and refuse to 
tolerat e or accep t  violenc e against  women.  This march is a 
beginnin g step in buildin g a sense of communit y responsibility . 
If you endors e thi s march , then you accep t  the ideas of thi s 
paper and share in the responsibilit y for endin g rape, batterin g 
and othe r form s of violenc e against  women. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

•  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
XzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA f\ \ iP THE tm)I>-\^T 
NOT CjUilVi  Of KAPf 

' ^£A K -reLIFE 

"̂ e  COURT. 
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BREARIiYG FEAR 'S SILENCE zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Women all over India — peasants, workers and students — have 
been speaking out and organizing against rape and harassment 
of women. The March/April 1979 issue of the Indian feminist 
journalzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Manush i reports on this. We are reprinting here 
excerpts from several articles giving an overview of these 
actions. The introduction is from the Manush i editorial. This 
excellent issue is available from A—5 Nizamuddin East, New 
Delhi 110013, India. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The reports and articles we received for this issue testify to 
a greater ferment and restlessness among women. While on 
the one hand, sexual violence and atrocities on women are 
increasing, there are promising signs that women are beginning 
to organize themselves to demand Our Right To Our Bodies. 
This issue seems to have the potential of uniting women 
irrespective of class, caste or religion. Isn't there a lot in 
common between the slogans raised by the university women's 
morcha against eveteasing in Delhi , and what the Andhra dalit 
women have to say about their organizations against rape? 
Eveteasing and rape are manifestations of the same attitude 
towards us as women — an attitude which denies us our 
humanity, which reduces us to mere objects: mere bodies 
to be used or abused. 

If these bodies are not on piecemeal sale for a few rupees, or 
life-time sale with a dowry thrown in, then they can be 
trespassed on, and sampled at wi l l . If they are not the well-
guarded property of one man, then any man is free to buy 
them if he can, or to grab them if he can't. 

And this man is not necessarily a pervert, a "goonda" . He 
could be the respectable elderly gentleman edging closer to 
you in the cinema; anonymous hands pinching you in the bus; 
a boyfriend who expresses his love for you by "screwing" 
you or any girl who comes his way, while his father keeps a 
virgin bride ready for him. He is often our employer, whose 
molestation we have to put up with to hold the job; the 
landlord whose fields we cultivate; the policeman we go to 
for help. And quite often "it 's all in the fami ly " — an uncle, 
a cousin, a father-in-law. There was a recent report from 
Delhi of a father who raped his 15-year-old daughter. And of 
course our own husbands, thanks to whom sexual violence and 
rape have become a part of our lives.We are " lawfu l l y " expected 
to submit to their unchallengeable property-right over our 
bodies — a right superior to our own right to control our 
bodies! 

Are we to blame if we are molested? Is it because we dress 
provocatively, invite attention, want to be whistled at, enjoy 
being teased, "ask for i t " when we are raped? No , sisters. 

this is an old lie, a male myth — that every woman wants to 
be pursued, dominated, raped. When a man dresses attractive-
ly, is he sexually attacked by women? No , eve-teasing is not 
a way of expressing appreciation, of reaching out to another 
human being; it's a way of spitting out contempt at us for 
being women. And this is true whether the remark hurled at 
us is "Hel lo Sweety" or an obscenity. It is an act of aggression, 
psychological and physical, to humilate and terrify us, just 
as much as is the rape of a dalit woman. It is a systemati c 
attemp t to destro y our sense of self . 

What provocation do dalit women offer? Why has rape by 
upper caste men acquired the force of an institution in their 
lives? Do the landlords not use rape as a way of degrading 
those belonging to the lower castes? There has been a tre-
mendous spurt in the incidence of gang-rape of dalit women, 
to punish the rural poor for trying to organize themselves 
and fight exploitat ion. 

The assaults on women may take different forms in different 
settings, but the message is clear: the streets are not ours, the 
city after dark is not ours, our own bodies are not ours. 
Should we be more "care fu l " , "non-provocative"? The logic of 
this would be: do not step out of the house (if you have one), 
go into purdah. And if we are raped at home? By landlords' 
men raiding our homes at night? By religious fanatics and 
communalists? By drunken husbands? (Marital rape is not a 
legal offence!) What then? It is only by ceasing to be at al l , 
to be as women, that we can stop "p rovok ing" aggression. 
We have to realise that we are not to blame if we are attacked 
— that sexua l violenc e is a consciou s proces s of intimidatio n 
to keep wome n oppresse d and in a permanen t state of fear. 
It is time for us to start being more provocative. We must 
provoke anger, by fighting back — like the women in Andhra 
who have formed organizations to defend themselves, like the 
women in Maharashtra who took out morchas against rape, 
women in Tamilnadu who conducted an anti-obscenity cam-
paign. 

This is going to provoke hosti l i ty, repression, violence. 
Wherever women have been protesting, the entire power 
structure, from the local to the national, has cracked down 
with greater brutality. Witness the way Andhra women have 
been hunted from their homes, J N U girl students were beaten 
up in Delhi , the heavy odds against which the Sangamner 
women organized their morcha. Women coming out of their 
isolation onto the streets, to protest, represent a threat to 
the whole power structure, from the family to the national, 
polit ical level. The people's struggle enters a more militant 
phase when wome n begin to participate in larger numbers. 
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And this is what is beginning t o happen - localized, em-

bryonic, but  definite beginnings. 

At  this stage it  is vit ally important  that  we keep in touch w it h 
each other, know what  women in other parts of the count ry 
are doing, learn from each others' experiences. M any readers 

emphasised this need for coordinat ion. We hopezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA that  M anushi"  
w ill play a role in developing links between localized groups 
and forging their struggles into a united women's movement  
in this count ry. 

•  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

"We have forme d the Sangham to make our lives wort h 

living , to protec t  ourselve s from rape and insult" . 

SO spoke Kankamma, a young peasant  woman, president  
of the Ryotu M ahila Sangham, Kodurpaka village. 

Kodurpaka falls in Sirsilla taluk w hich, w it h Jagityala t aluk, 
has seen severe repression of the year-long peasant  move-
ment, culminat ing in the not if icat ion of these taluks as 
"disturbed areas" on October 4, 1978. These two taluks are 
part  of Andhra Pradesh. 

In November, the People's Union for Civil Libert ies, Delhi, 
sent  a Fact  Finding Commit tee t o investigate the situat ion 
in these areas. In the course of its invest igat ion, the commit tee 
met and talked w ith a large number of peasant  act ivists, in-
cluding Kankamma and others from her village. 

Kankamma had fled Kodurpaka and sought  sanctuary w it h 
friends and relatives in another village. But  she boldly 
accompanied us to her home village to take us to the house 
of Rajavva, a f if t y-year-old act ivist  of the Ryot u M ahila 
Sangham, who had been raped by the goondas of the landlord. 

The landlord, Shri Venkat rao, who owns two hundred acres, 
was not  present  in Kodurpaka when the commit tee went  
there, but  his " m en" were everywhere, right  from the road, 
where Venkat rao (who is also a member of the Lions' Club) 
has constructed a bus stand, to every place inside the village 
visited by the commit tee. His father, though present , refused 
to meet us. 

Rajavva, the vict im of the rape, had left  the village w it h other 
key act ivists of the Ryot u M ahila Sangham. Her old husband 
had been beaten very badly and could hardly t alk. It  was 
Kankamma who narrated events, though she quietened down 
for a while when the landlord's men came and joined the 
group surrounding the commit tee. About  ten t o f if t een 
women had also gathered but  they moved away as soon as a 
commit tee member at tempted t o quest ion them. 

The attack on the women act ivists came a few weeks after the 
not if icat ion. "On October 29" , said Kankamma, " Nampally, 
Pot inarsiah, Kondiah, Bariah, Hanumiah, Padolla Narsiah, 
Sudha Narsiah, and Vent iah slaughtered a buf falo, ate the 
meat  and got  drunk. In the evening, they came to Harijanwada 
from the f ields, w ith the bot t les in their pockets. They wanted 
to rape me. But  I had not  been living in my house for some 
t ime. Then they wanted to rape Bannava. She was not  to be 
found" . 

Not  f inding either of these two women, the goondas beat  up 
another act ivist  and her husband, who f led towards 

Harijanwada. The goondas then came to Rajavva's house and 
took her to the f ields. When her men-folk t r ied to help her, 
they beat  them up and t ied them to poles. 

"There in the f ields, seven men raped her. She lost  
consciousness. They brought  her back and threw her into the 
house. When we t ried to take her to the hospit al, no cart , 
rickshaw or any other vehicle was allowed to take her" . 

They managed t o get  her to Karimnager Hospital only the next  
evening. Rajavva's eldest  son went to lodge a complaint  w it h 
the police. The Sub-Inspector said, " Do you know what  rape 
means? Your father owes the landlord Rs 3,000. You are mak-
ing up a false case to evade the debt " . However, the rape case 
was registered — No. 101/ 78, P.S. Sirsil la. The commit tee was 
t old that  the police had come and made enquiries but  no 
act ion had been t aken. 

" Day in and day out  we are exposed t o such t reatment " , Kan-
kamma cont inued, ' The dora's (landlord's) goondas of our 
own caste have vowed to rape us, to beat  us and to ransack 
our houses. They are not  let t ing us live in our homes. Nor are 
they allow ing us to enter the village. Af t er the Ryot u M ahila 
Sangham was formed, Kondiah, my own cousin, took an 
oath that  he would rape me whenever he got  the chance" . 

As we walked w it h Kankamma t o another house which had 
been ransacked by the goondas, a menacing crowd of men 
and women, many armed w it h spears, gathered around us. 
They were people of her own caste; they hurled abuses and 
threats at  Kankamma who w ithstood it  all def iant ly. The 
mukhia, and old man who is the communit y leader of the 150 
Harijan families in Kodurpaka, said, "We must  stay unit ed. We 
must  be w it h the dora and keep t o the old customs. No need 
of any Sanghams". 



"K a n k a m m a ha szyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA b r o u g h t t r o u b l e t o t he v i l lage. We were f i ne 

un t i l she and the o t h e r w o m e n s tar ted t he i r m e e t i n g s " , 

shouted someone else in the c r o w d . As the s i t ua t i on g rew 

increasingly tense, we p u t K a n k a m m a in ou r car and le f t 

K o d u r p a k a . A g roup o f t he land lo rd 's m e n were o n w a t c h at 

the crossroads outs ide the vi l lage as, in t h e deepen ing t w i l i g h t , 

we t ransfer red K a n k a m m a t o the jeep t h a t w o u l d take her 

bac k t o her re fuge. 

T h e Sangham s 

What are these Sanghams t h a t t hezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA mukhia d i d n o t w a n t in his 

vi l lage? He was re fe r r i ng , n o t j us t t o t he R y o t u Mah i l a 

Sangham b u t also t o the R y o t u Coo l i e Sanghams (peasant 

organizat ions) w h i c h have been f o r m e d in b o t h Jag i tya la and 

Sirsi l la t a l uks . In b o t h t a l uks , t he R y o t u Coo l i e Sanghams have 

led a p o w e r f u l and popu l a r ag i ta t i on against i l legal l a n d h o l d -

ings, against br ibes and f ines ex t rac ted by t h e l and l o rds , 

against vetti system o f c o m p u l s o r y l abour f o r t h e l and l o rds , 

and f o r h igher wages. 

A l m o s t every repo r t o f t he demons t ra t i ons and meet ings 

men t i ons the presence o f peasant w o m e n in large n u m b e r s . 

W o m e n pa r t i c i pa ted m o s t i n t he Pud ipa l l i R y o t u Coo l i e 

Sangham mee t i ng . In G u m m a l a p u r u (Me t t apa i l i t a l uk ) i t is 

repor ted t ha t on Oc tobe r 2 1 , 1 9 7 8 , t he po l i ce came in a jeep 

t o arrest the organizers o f the n e w l y f o r m e d R y o t u Coo l i e 

Sangham. Hundreds o f w o m e n su r rounded the jeep. One 

y o u n g w o m a n t o o k the i gn i t i on key o f the jeep and h i d i t . 

A f t e r a f ew hou rs , m o r e p o l i c e m e n c o m e t o the rescue o f 

the i r besieged col leagues. T h e y f i r ed in the air and made a la th i 

charge in w h i c h m a n y w o m e n were i n j u r e d . In some vi l lages 

w o m e n have been i mp l i ca ted in false cases. In m a n y v i l lages, 

the R y o t u Coo l i e Sanghams have organ ized a social b o y c o t t , 

tha t is, a t o t a l s t r i ke against t he l and lo rds . N o v i l lager , m a n 

or w o m a n , w o u l d go t o w o r k fo r t he l and l o rd d u r i n g th i s t i m e . 

The peasant m o v e m e n t , w h i c h has been organized a f te r t he 

revocat ion o f the Emergency and has deve loped m o m e n t u m 

th rough last year , has a t t r ac ted the w r a t h o f t he l and lo rds , 

the local po l i ce , and f i na l l y o f t h e A n d h r a Pradesh Gove rn -

m e n t . Seventy land lords r e p o r t e d l y ca l led u p o n the Ch ie f 

Min is ter , Chenna R e d d y , u rg ing h i m t o take stern measures 

against t he peasants. T e n days la ter , t he t w o ta l uks were 

no t i f i ed " d i s t u r b e dzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA areas"  unde r t h e A n d h r a Pradesh 

Suppression o f D is turbances A c t . . . . 

In b o t h Chakapal l i and K o d u r p a k a , t he w o m e n ' s o rgan iza t i ons 

appear t o be anc i l l a ry t o t he peasant o rgan i za t i ons . T h e 

women 's organ izat ions are being f o r m e d in t he c o n t e x t o f t he 

peasant m o v e m e n t against t he big l and lo rds and are o rgan ica l l y 

l i nked w i t h i t . 

M e e tin g A Need ^ ' 

The Mahi la Sanghams, however , meet a speci f ic need o f the 

w o m e n o f the poorer classes w h o are sexual ly abused b y m e n 

o f the upper classes. There are d is t r i c ts in th is region whe re i t 

is c u s t o m a r y t o send a gi r l t o the l and l o rd w h e n she a t ta ins 

p u b e r t y . V i l lage w o m e n are also made avai lable t o the land-

lo rd when his w i f e is p regnant . Over t he years , th i s sexual 

e x p l o i t a t i o n by the upper class m e n has become pa r t o f t h e 

dal ly l i fe o f the poo re r w o m e n . B u t n o w w o m e n are beg inn ing 

t o resist and revo l t . 

T h e a t tacks on Rajavva and o t h e r w o m e n act iv ists are, on the 

one h a n d , pa r t o f t he repression o f the m o v e m e n t o f t he p o o r 

peasants. T h e y are also spec i f i ca l l y d i rec ted against these 

w o m e n as w o m e n w h o are d e f y i n g " o l d c u s t o m s " and 

pract ices w h i c h are degrad ing t o t he female sex. The repression 

has t a k e n t h e f o r m o f sexual v i o l ence , e i ther th rea tened or 

actual — f r o m m o l e s t a t i o n t o rape. Th i s f o r m o f repression 

is b y no means iso lated or acc i den ta l . I t is an i m p o r t a n t 

pa r t o f t h e spec t rum o f repression let loose on the struggles 

o f t h e oppressed f o r t he i r r i gh ts . Wi tness the recent B i j a tpu r 

v io lence o n w o m e n and the landless p o o r by the l and lo rd ' s 

goondas , t he rape o f w o m e n and k i l l i ng o f w o r k e r s b y the 

po l i ce in Ba i l ad i i l a . 

T h o u g h t h e R y o t u Mah i l a Sanghams are o n l y at a nascent 

and e m b r y o n i c stage, these and o t h e r such organ iza t ions are 

o f v i ta l s ign i f i cance. The w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t in Ind ia can 

evolve its o w n c o h e r e n t and d i s t i nc t shape o n l y b y e x a m i n i n g 

and p a r t i c i p a t i n g in m o v e m e n t s f o r change at t he grassroots 

level , m o v e m e n t s t h a t a i m at end ing exp l o i t a t i ve re lat ions 

be tween e m p l o y e r and w o r k e r , l and l o rd and peasant, man 

and w o m a n . 

T h e i nsp i ra t i on and t h e s t reng th o f t h e Ind i an w o m e n ' s move -

m e n t w i l l c o m e f r o m w o m e n in the fac to r i es , f ie lds and p lan ta -

t i o n s , f i g h t i n g against e x p l o i t a t i o n , b o t h e c o n o m i c and sexual 

- w o m e n l i ke K a n k a m m a , w h o are b reak i ng fear 's si lence. 

K a n k a m m a says: " E a r l i e r , we never spoke p u b l i c l y o f h o w we 

were t r e a t e d . N o w we have f o r m e d t h e Mah i l a Sanghams and 

we w i l l s t r u g g l e " . 

S U D E S H V A I D 



RAPE PROTEST 

SABOTACiBD zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

INCIDENTS of rape are not  a rarity in rural India. Any 
attempt  to bring the criminals to just ice sets of f a chain of 
reactions which prove how the ent ire power st ructure in this 
count ry is weighted against  women, especially if they happen 
to be Dalit , poor, working class women. 

In January this year, some of us in this taluk t own in western 
Maharashtra read a small newspaper item about  the rape of a 
woman worker here. We decided to organize progressive public 
opinion in the town to condemn the criminals and demand 
just ice in this case. 

The police informed us that  the at tack had taken place at  
about  9.30 at  night , on a road a lit t le outside the t ow n, and 
that  it  was a case of mult iple rape by four men. The woman 
was a worker in a tobacco factory, which is a major employer 
of female labour in the t ow n. The woman had been hospitaliz-
ed, and had lodged the complaint  a few days later. The police 
assured us that  the matter "was being at tended t o " . 

We then held two small meetings to discuss what  act ion we 
could take. College students, schoolteachers, and trade union 
organizers, all agreed to hold a protest  demonst rat ion. The 
girl students we talked to t old us that  the incident  had already 
affected their freedom of movement; parents warned them 
against  going out  in the evening, and one girl was t old that  she 
might  have to leave college. The girls felt  that  this was wrong 
and that  the townspeople should take the responsibilit y of 
ensuring their securit y. Some girls complained about  eve-
teasing in college and some were afraid that  those who joined 
the morcha would be harassed by boys in college. M ost  trade 
unions also responded favourably. The trade unions here are 
aff iliated to one polit ical party or other. The town in general 
prides itself on its "progressive"  t radit ion. Communist  t rade 
unions are inf luent ial, and polit ical meetings are usually 
well at tended. 

We held a meeting in the off ice of a progressive trade union, 
where we f ixed the date of the demonst rat ion, and drew up a 
leaflet  calling on cit izens to join us. Some women from the 
factory, where the rape vict im had been w orking, also 
at tended. An act ivist  from their union was present; in fact  
it  was in that  off ice that  the meet ing was held. The com-
pany for which they work is owned by a local capitalist  who 
has several factories and is also a trustee of the local college. 

The demonstrat ion became a subject  for conversat ion and 
gossip. "Who was the w oman?" many people asked. " Oh , 
she was a loose w oman" , answered others. Some asked us why 
we were taking up the cause of a woman of " doub t f u l "  
character. We talked to as many people as possible, making the 

point  that  whatever the woman's character might  be, 
quadruple rape was a case of terrible violence. Also, why 
were they keen on knowing the ident it y of the woman, and 
not  that  of the criminals? 

We learnt  f rom some male students that  the criminals were 
not  "goondas"  but  were the sons of " respectable"  t raders. 
These boys, who live near the centre of t ow n, had been 
awakened at  night  by noises of a scuff le, when the attackers 
were forcibly bringing the woman to their rooms. They came 
out  to invest igate, but  the night -watchman t old them to keep 
away. 

We had discussions w it h male college students, many of whom 
come from nearby villages. They felt  that  the protest  was a 
signif icant  act ion and agreed to mobilize support . In their 
experience, it  is usually women from poorer classes who get  
raped, and because the rapists are usually men from inf luent ial 
families, the incidents are rarely reported. We also spoke about  
the oppressive relat ions between men and women in this 
societ y, and about  how boys look at  girls. 

The next  morning a girl student  from the college came to see 
me. She was agitated. "The women from the tobacco factory 
have w ithdrawn their names from the leaflet . One of their 
union act ivists t old us that  the woman had a loose character, 
and the rape happened w it h her consent " . I was at  f irst  taken 
aback, and then angry. I knew that  the local union leaders 
were complacent  about  the status quo and acted as paid go-
betweens in labour disputes. But  I had not  expected them to 
act ively oppose us on a social issue like this. 

We women then dist r ibuted the leaflets in the t ow n. We visited 
thezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA beedi factories and spoke to women workers about  the 
incident . These women immediately grasped the significance 
of the demonst rat ion, and felt  that  such acts of violence 
against  women const it uted a threat  t o every woman's safety. 
However, it  was hard to f ight  the influence of the established 
t rade unions' polit ics in such a short  t ime. As an act ivist  said 
to us, "The workers are like sheep. When we tell them to 
come, they come" . This is how the trade unions in the town 
funct ion! 

The next  day I heard that  the college principal had received 
phone calls from the owner of the tobacco factory and from a 
trade union leader, asking him to discourage his students from 
part icipat ing in the morcha. 

The principal called me later, t old me that  he had been inform-
ed by an " unprejudiced"  source that  the woman had not  been 
raped, that  she was a prost itute who had done it  for money. 
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I replied that I knew the factory owner had called h im, and 

also said that we had checked the facts. But the att i tude of the 

principal was enough to dissuade most students f rom taking 

part. . ^̂ „̂̂  .̂̂ zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA f 

We made one more attempt to talk to the women of the 

tobacco factory. This time they tried to avoid us, saying, 

"She was a bad woman. She doesn't work here now. She was 

a temporary worker. We have nothing to do with her". When 

we continued to press the point, they finally admitted that 

their "leader" had visited the factory that morning and warned 

them not to join in the morcha. He used a subtle argument to 

convince them: " I f the woman had been attacked while she 

was going to work, or coming back f rom work , then it would 

have concerned us. As it is, this incident has nothing to do 

with us". 

So, as usual, the woman vict im of the rape, far from receiving 

public sympathy, has been subjected to a slander campaign 

conducted by the most influential members of the communi-

ty— industrialist and philanthroper, working class leader, 

college principal. 

The demonstration was small. About th i r ty boy students 

participated, but only three girls dared to face the threats 

andzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA pressure s brought to bear on them. About seventy or 

eighty women workers also joined the action. 

But there is no doubt that those who stayed at home felt a 

l i tt le uneasy that night. •  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

> — Vandana Sonalkar zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

R A P E & T H E I^U V 

F OCU S 

In this section, we reproduce three pieces from France, with 

special emphasis on the law, the way in which it treats women, 

and the way in which women have responded to the heavy 

penalties for rapists. 

The first piece consists of extracts taken from the Dossie r 

su r le v io l , prepared by the Committee on Rape of the orga-

nisation C hoisir . C hoisi r is a national organisation of women 

which began in the early 1970's under the inspiration of 

Gisele Halimi, a lawyer, to fight for free, legal abortion and 

contraception. Gisele Halimi herself has fought in court for 

many women who were accused under the pre-1975 law of 

having illegal abortions (the 1975 law made abortion legal up 

to 12 weeks, but it comes up for revision in 1980). 

More recently, C hoisi r has become involved in the fight 

against rape, and in supporting women who take rapists to 

court. The most publicized of these cases was that of Anne 

Tonglet and Araceli Castellano, two Belgian women who 

were raped by three men near Marseilles, France, in 1974. 

The details of their story, given in C rime s Aga ins t W o m e n 

by Diana Russell (see resources section in this Bulletin), are 

a damning example of how the law treats raped women: 

"The next day we appeared before the magistrate -

an appalling woman, cold, cutting and aggressive. The 

'• • questions she asked were typical of the sort of trap laid 

for women. For example, "Do you want to live?" 

she asked, "Do you value your life?". We were silent, 

"Come on, I'm in a hurry, I have no time to waste. 

Yes or no?" She demanded. "Yes, I want to live, I 

value my life", we both said. She took this simple 

assertion as evidence of consent. To her it meant that 

we would rather submit to physical outrage than expose 

our Jives to risk. Furthermore the fact that we were 

homosexual was interpreted by the court as a provoca-

tion, and as yet another insult to the manhood of the 

three men. 

..."In September 1975, one year after we were raped, 

the reduction of the charge of rape to one of assault 

and battery meant that we appeared in front of a court 

of summary jurisdiction. We claimed that the court 

was not competent to try our case. Our women lawyers 

refused to plead, since the fact that we had been raped 

was not recognised. Three weeks later, the court, 

presided over by a woman, declared itself not compe-

tent, and referred our case to an Assize Court. This was a 

great victory, as this sort of thing hardly ever happens... 

These victories are thanks to the solidarity of women 

from many countries in Europe and elsewhere who 

have sent telegrams, organised petitions, and been 

present in court at all our trials up to now. Without 

these women, without their support, we could never 

have distanced ourselves from this rape enough to 

be able to talk to you about it now". 

Their case finally came up in the Assize Court in 1978. They 

were represented by Gisele Halimi, and with the enormous 

support from women all over the world, their case was won. 

One of the men was given a 6-year prison sentence, and the 

other two were given four years' detention. Yet the court 

case itself was extremely unpleasant, with insults being hurled 

at women outside the courtroom, and the lawyers for the 

defense making constant digs at Anne and Araceli. * 

The whole issue, however, raised the question of whether 

we should demand prison sentences for rapists, or whether 

the fight against rape should not rather also be directed 

against the patriarchal penal system. The second and third 

pieces, therefore, present the two sides of the debate. They 
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are taken from  le Nouve l Observateur , France. All translation 
from the French by ISIS. 

A full report of the court case and the outcome, with 
commentaries, is published in the magazine Choisir : la 
cause des femmes, no. 33, June 1978. Available from: 
102, rue St. Dominique, 7507 Paris, France, price FF5.00. 
The magazine is monthly, in French. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

KesiST -/ on MUST 
HAVE WANT»IT.. 

HISTORICAL DEFINITION OF RAPE zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The first known def init ion of rape subsumes it under theft of 
a man's property, i.e. of the father if the women was a virgin, 
or the husband if she was not. History has never defined rape 
per se — as sexual aggression against a wom an, and has simply 
defended the property or "goods" of m en. According to 
Hammourabi law, for example, a man who raped a betrothed 
virgin could be k i l led. If he raped a married wom an, this was 
considered adultery and both of them were thrown in the 
river. The Hebrews stoned people in such cases. Later, st ill in 
Hebrew law, someone who raped a virgin was liable to pay 
50 pieces of silver to her father, in compensation for the loss 
of bride price. 

The pattern which emerges shows that the more the law 
considered rape as destruction or theft of property, the 
more serious was the punishment of the rapist. To illustrate 
this: in England during the 10th century, a man raping a 
virgin was k illed and his animals m ult i lated; during the time 
of William the Conqueror, a rapist was castrated and has his 
eyes put out. In the 13th century, the manorial courts broad-
ened the concept of rape to include — at least in theory — 
"mothers of fam ilies, religious people, widows, concubines 
and even prost itutes", but it seems the law was almost never 
applied in these cases. 

At the end of the 13th century rape of a married woman 
was considered the same as rape of a virgin — punishable by 2 
years' imprisonment and a f ine, and later by the death penalty. 
At the same time it was declared that rape was impossible 
within marriage. Nonetheless rape became a question of 
public and State security, punishable under the Crown. 

If history has had a restrictive view of rape, the law today 
hardly deals better with it :the not ion that rape has to do 
with stealing from another man is st ill dom inant. In fact 
rape is defined essentially as "the forced penetration by a 
man's penis of the vict im 's vagina" — that is, im plying the 
possibility of illegitimate pregnancy. This def init ion excludes 
not only all other forms of sexual violence (sodomy, fellat io, 
penetration of the vagina by foreign bodies, etc.), but also 
rape within marriage. The latter is st ill not recognised, which 
underlines the clear relationship between rape and the def iling 
of a man's property. 

In France today, rape is considered an attack on decency, 
and therefore a crim e. Yet it is the only crime for which 
the accused is allowed attenuating circumstances which 
depend on the vict im 's personality, i t is also the only crime 
for which the vict im must prove her innocence, i.e. not having 
consented; and the best way for her to prove this is to show 
she was wounded, or better st il l k i l led! The law tends to treat 
the vict im as the accused. 

This is why so few women have dared to bring a rape case to 
trial unt il now. They are either scared of facing the police and 
the law, or they are pressured by society not to disclose this 
"sham eful" (for them) event. Women have been systematically 
accused or suspected of having provoked the aggression. 

Since 1975 wom en, especially in France, have been fighting for 
rape to be judged as a crime and recognised as a crim inal 
attack against the dignity and liberty of all human beings. 

As fem inists we w a n t a redefinit ion of rape to include all 
sexual violence, whether or not it involves coitus. Violence 
implies that the vict im does not consent. Thus rape is possible 
within marriage. 

In this way, we want to show that the dignity of all human 
beings must be respected and that women whose dignity 
and liberty are attacked through rape have the right to be 
treated as human beings. They have the right to be treated 
under the law, not as guilty parties or as m inors because they 
don't behave according to the roles which men assign them 
(going out alone at night, hitch-hik ing, etc.) but as adults 
responsible for their choices and actions. 

Some statistic s about rape in France 

In 1975 there were 1,589 charges of rape in France. Given 
that as few as one in f if teen cases of rape are actually re-
ported, this means that there are probably about 20 ,000 
cases of rape com m it ted in France each year. Of the rapists 
brought to court in 1973, 291 were convicted, and 218 were 
convicted in 1974. 

The cases of rape increased by 2 .1 % from 1973 to 1974, and 
by 3 .3 % from 1974 to 1975. For the whole period 1963-
1973 they increased by 55.8% . 

In 1974 a police census shows that of the 1469 people charged 
with rape, 1 4 .5 % were m inors, and 2 8 .4 % were foreigners; 
but it must be taken into account that it is easier to bring 
charges against a foreign worker than against a neighbour. In 
addit ion there are considerably less foreigners brought to 
justice according to the figures of the Assise court : in 1972 , 
of the 289 convicted rapists, 251 were Frenchm en, i.e. 
8 6 .9 % ; 5 4 .3 % were m arried, 4 0 .8 % had no children, and 
3 0 .1 % had many children (between four and nine). The kinds 
of people convicted were: 

— 6 9 .8 % workers 
— 1 4 .7 % unemployed 
— 7 .3 % farmers/ farm labourers 
— 6 .6 % off ice workers 
— 0 .8 % executives 
— 0 .4 % professional workers 
— 0 .4 % teachers 
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Of the 289 convicted , 26.3% were previou s rapists , and 

8 5 . 1 % of the cases concerne d rape of minors . 

Accordin g to survey s carrie d ou t by iVIenie Gregoir e in 1973 
and 1976, mor e and mor e wome n are reportin g havin g been 
rape d (5% in 1973 and 8% in 1976). Sevent y percen t of th e 
wome n wh o wrot e tha t the y had been raped , had been rape d 
by a membe r of thei r famil y (father , father-in-law , brother) . 

Fort y percen t of inces t cases were committe d by peopl e 
wit h elementar y or minima l secondar y education , 4 0 % by 
peopl e wit h end-of-schoo l certificates , and 20% by peopl e 
wit h highe r education . 

The areas wher e rape too k plac e were : 

— 15% in larg e citie s 

- 20% 
- 30% 
- 35% 

in suburb s 
in smal l town s 
in th e countryside . zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Fight in g agains t  rap e ^ 

In the shor t term , the followin g measure s coul d be taken : 

- a new lega l de finitio n of rape (see sectio n on th e historica l 

definitio n of rape) ; 

- a chang e in th e attitud e of the law and th e polic e by , fo r 

OQO zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
+++ 

example , abolishin g questionaire s abou t the privat e lif e of the 
victim , by publishin g a convictio n notic e at th e rapist' s plac e 
of work , by publiciz in g rape trial s unles s the rape d woma n 
doesn' t wan t this...) . 

— restriction s on publicit y and th e medi a so tha t image s 
offensiv e to women' s dignit y are censore d (as wit h racis t 
images) . 

— helpin g wome n to becom e physicall y mor e sure of them -
selve s by teachin g self-defens e fro m an early age. 

In th e lon g te rm , it is necessar y to : 

— radicall y chang e th e educatio n syste m so tha t sexis t stereo -
type s are no longe r transmitted , bu t tha t all individual s may 
develo p accordin g to thei r ow n personality . 

— abolis h in practic e the distinctio n betwee n "fe ma le " job s 
and "ma le " jobs . 

— undertak e all possibl e measure s whic h wil l encourag e 
women' s economi c independenc e (professional , non-sexis t 
tra inin g whic h leads to employment , equa l pay , collectiv e day-
care centres , etc.) , and brin g abou t th e tota l sharin g of role s 
and task s withi n th e family . ..>,•  

Al l thes e measures , whic h are by no means exhaustive , wil l 
help to brin g recognitio n to women' s righ t to be autonomou s 
and whol e huma n beings . We believ e tha t onc e thi s righ t is 
recognise d bot h by societ y and in practice , th e phenomeno n 
of rape wil l disappear . 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA L..,.. 
+++ •  

RAPE : A C U L T U R A L C R IM E 

Gise l e H a l i m i zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

This  piece  is extracted  from  an article  in le Nouve l Observa -

teur , Paris,  No. 706, 22-28 l\/lay,  1978. 

Rape is the wors t of crime s agains t women . Sinc e May 1968 
wome n have becom e realists . The y deman d the impossible , 
startin g wit h the righ t to contro l thei r ow n bodies . Con -
traception , abortion , and the righ t to choos e who m the y love . 
Love ? Y'es, love . Thos e feminist s wh o equat e force d penetra -
tio n of a vagin a wit h a broke n arm by saying , "mak e the rapis t 
pay , he shoul d pay damage s and expenses" , jus t as thoug h it 
were a car accident , make me furious . A vagin a whic h is 
markete d and paid fo r is prostitution . Bu t wha t is a vagin a 
whic h is force d and paid for ? Rape is also a crim e agains t the 
relationshi p to anothe r person , agains t "th e wa y th e hear t 
breathes " and "th e spiri t moves " wit h the body , as Cyran o 
woul d have said if I had quote d hi m at the Assises  (in Aix-en -
Provence) , and if the presiden t of the cour t has deigne d to 
hear me. Al l of ou r witnesse s were reduce d to silenc e by a 
presiden t wh o continuall y made rud e interruptions . Florenc e 
d'Harcour t was jus t able to make a speech . Gisel e Moreau , a 
Communis t Deput y (to Parliament ) had hardl y opene d her 
mout h to speak of "women' s grea t fear " and to giv e her 
solidarit y to Ann e and Araceli , whe n she was aske d to leave 
the courtroom . For Arle tt e Laguiller , clutchin g th e bar , 
tremblin g and makin g us trembl e wit h emotion , the guard s 
were called . Rape - the tota l crime , as Pierr e Emmanue l 
describe d it — deserve d a muc h wide r debat e tha n the delibe -
ratel y restricte d one give n it in the Assis e Court . Why rape ? 
How rape? Is repressio n th e onl y solutio n to the crime ? 
Shoul d we no t be questionin g ou r whol e educatio n syste m 

and societ y throug h wha t I cal l a "cultura l crime " rathe r tha n 
a "sexua l crime" ? (Sinc e Freud , and even befor e him , it is 
know n tha t the brai n is th e mos t importan t male sex organ) . 

'T h e questio n wil l no t be asked! " The tria l wil l remai n an 
expiator y ceremony ; justice , a repressiv e machine ; the judges , 
handers-ou t of sentence s (or acquittals) . 

The conflic t betwee n wome n and justic e is tota l . Ye t we wil l 

continu e to tur n to thi s justice , bourgeoi s and imperfec t as it 



16 

is, f o r i t  is the o n l y one we have. Is t h is t an t am o u n t t o t u r n i n g 

t owards repression?zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Objectively- speaking , yes. Th e very 

process o f  ci vi l i ans b r ing ing charges, sets a repressive m ach i ne-

ry in m o t i o n . Th i s is a j ud i cal f act we can do n o t h i n g ab ou t . 

Bu t what is t he al t ernat ive? T o accuse raped w o m en a second 

t i m e, t h is t im e w i t h being repressive? Th i s is j ust a new f o r m 

of vio lence f o r wh i ch cer t ain f em in i st s feel g u i l t y on behal f o f 

t hei r vi ct im s. Fi r st  t here is sham e, t hen si lence, t hen f ear . 

Thank s t o t hei r o wn courage, t o Choisir  and  t o wom en 's 

so l i d ar i t y, raped wom en have com e ou t of a k i n d o f  co m a. Bu t 

what about j ust ice? "I am f ascinat ed by t h is p ar ad o x " , w r o t e 

Frangoise Mal let - Jor is abou t t he t r i al in A i x . " O n t he one hand 

you have t he m isogyn ist s w h o w i l l always bel ieve a w o m an is 

at least par t i al l y responsib le in a rape case, and on t he o t her 

hand so- called progressive peopl e are cl ai m i n g t hat w o m en are 

also responsib le f o r the repressive nature o f t he law t o w h i ch 

t hey are appeal ing . So t he raped wo m an has no way o u t . She 

is t he p r im ar y cause b o t h o f t he rape and of t he ver d i c t . . . " 

People who say we shou l d no t  b r ing charges against m ig r an t 

work ers are sim p ly con f u si n g t he issue p o l i t i cal l y , unless t here 

is a personal cho i ce not t o b r ing charges. Fi r st of al l , i t  is 

wrong t o pu t  m ig ran t wor k er s in t he m i d d l e of t he debat e 

about rape, since t hey are rarely rap ist s. In France t he great 

m ajor i t y o f  rap ist s are o r d i n ar y Fr en ch m en . Bu t , m ig ran t 

wor k er or any ot her wo r k er , t he rap ist is a rap ist . Po l i t i cal l y 

speak ing, he is no longer t he oppressed person d em and ing the 

social j ust ice and changed societ y wh i ch t rue f em in i st s are also 

dem and ing . 

The st rength o f  f em i n i sm is t hat i t  is f i gh t i ng t o create new zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

m 

r elat i onsh ips bet ween m en and w o m en , by d est r oyi n g not  on l y 

eco n o m i c ex p l o i t at i o n , bu t  also male- female d o m i n at i o n . 

Ot her wi se t here w o u l d be no p o i n t in being a f em in i st — we 

co u l d si m p l y al l belong t o u n i o n s. Do n ' t  let 's f o o l ourselves: 

t he q u est i on o f  p u n i sh m en t f o r rapist s w o u l d si m p l y no t 

arise i f  al l co n vi ct ed rap ist s cam e f r o m t he upper classes. Th e 

st ruggle against rape begins b y t he st ruggle against al l rap ist s. 

If  we were t al k i n g ab ou t p r even t i ng p o l i ce b r u t al i t y , accident s 

at w o r k , o r r aci sm , t he d i scussion w o u l d be very d i f f er en t . 

Lef t i st - f em in ist s have f al l en i n t o a t r ap . Th e q uest i on o f 

p u n i sh m en t f o r rape can n o t be raised by i t sel f , ou t side t he 

issue o f  p u n i sh m en t as a wh o l e, because t h i s is p recisely 

t he issue. Th e recourse t o j ust i ce is p at het i cal l y necessary f o r 

raped w o m en , as is co n v i ct i o n o f t he rap ist . An n e and Ar acel i •  

said t h i s very cl ear l y , as d o al l raped w o m en . A n d what else is 

t here t o d o ? Be si l en t ? Or encourage p r ivat e j ust i ce in t he f o r m 

o f vig i lan t e co m m i t t ees o r br igades o f  w o m en w h o go ab ou t 

cast rat ing or k i l l i n g rap ist s (as some wom en 's g roups in t he 

USA have p r op osed do ing )? Do n ' t we have t he r ight t o rep ly 

t hat t here is no f i nal answer t o t h i s q uest i on? 

Rape is a q uest i on o f  cu l t u r e, bu t  surely t he p un i shm en t o f 

rape is a q u est i on o f  ci v i l i sat i on ? 

...I see o n l y one l ine o f  act i o n , wh i ch m ust be co n t i n u o u s and 

w i l l t ake m any f o r m s. We m ust f o r ce societ y t o ex am ine i t sel f , 

by chang ing ou r cu l t u r e and by rad ical l y t r ansf o r m i ng 

at t i t ud es. " Law s can n o t m ak e peop le d o what t hey are no t 

al ready p repared t o d o by c u s t o m " , said Mo n t esq u i eu . We 

m ust f i g h t so t hat wo r d s, im ages, b o o k s, ed u cat i o n , schoo ls, 

ever yt h i n g , show t hat rape is o u t l awed . 

m 

IMPRISONMENT FOR RAPE? J *  t 

Josyan e Moutet , Colett e Auger , Moniqu e Antoin e zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Translated from an art icle in Le Nouve l Observateur , Paris, 

No. 707, 29 May -  8 June, 1978. 

Im pr isonm ent can o n l y m ake t hose w h o su f f er i t  f eel m ore 

vi nd i ct i ve. It  w i l l no t  d i m i n i sh t he num b er o f  rap ist s. 

We feel ob l iged t o com e i n t o t he debat e ab ou t rape in o r d er 

t o cl ar i f y our p o i n t o f  vi ew, so t hat i t  is no t  d i st o r t ed . 

When Gisele Hal i m i asked us several weeks ago t o com e t o a 

m eet ing of  " f em i n i st  l awyer s" , we d ecl i n ed , t el l i ng her t hat 

we d i d n ' t  t h i nk i t  was app r op r iat e since so m any w o m en are 

do ing t h ings abou t rape ou t side the l im el i gh t o f t he recent 

rape t r ials. Wom en are w r i t i n g , m ak i n g f i l m s, d em onst r at i ng 

and ho l d i ng d iscussions, creat ing ar t , and in f act l i vi ng ou t 

t hei r revol t in m any ways. These wo m en com e f r o m al l social 

m i l i eu x , and are becom ing m or e and m or e num er ous. A l l these 

ex pressions are necessary, and n o b o d y — and cer t ai n l y not 

us — shou ld cl aim t o have a m o n o p o l y , or " t h e r ight l i n e " f o r 

com b at t i ng rape. 

Since t he beginning we have t hough t i t  i m p o r t an t t o deal w i t h 

the law. Bu t t o say t hat o n l y a "r ad i cal change in at t i t u d es" 

w i l l " p r even t " rape is not  en o u g h . We m ust t r y t o cl ar i f y 

what t he m eans are f o r chang ing at t i t ud es, and we m ust 

especial l y q uest i on i m p r i son m en t as a so l u t i on t o t he hor ro r s 

su f f ered by wo m en w h o are r ap ed . 

It  m ust be em p hasi z ed t hat j ust i ce is d one in t he name o f 

fat hers and husbands by judges w h o are p r o t ect i n g " t h e i r " 

wo m en by g iving p r i son sentences. Wo m en shou ld no t  feel 

reassured by t h i s j u d i ci al syst em : t hey are being deal t  w i t h 

b y a p at r i ar chal l aw. 

Th i s analysis does no t  d enounce rape as a cr i m e against 

w o m en , nor does i t  q uest i on recourse t o j ust i ce as a co n -

sciousness- raising t o o l o r even as a m et h od o f  st ruggle. A 

j u d i ci al t r i b u n al can be used f o r consciousness- raising. Bu t 

i m p r i son m en t w i l l no t  reduce t he num ber o f  rape cases. Th i s 



17 

is why we reject open public trials which are more of a 
spectacle than a debate. 

The women's struggle has shown that the means are at least as 
important as the end. Surely it 's necessary to limit certain 
actions when we know the limited effectiveness of these 
actions? Rather than passively allowingzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA the machinery of 
justice to profit from raped women's great need of it by 
imposing prison sentences. 

Thus, one of us felt compelled to impose her own limits 
when confronted by rapists who were migrant workers: "I 
know that the migrant worker is not  very often a rapist, and 
that it is only the judicial system which points the finger at 
such a person in the punishment it metes out . But as a lawyer 
faced with this problem, I can never forget what the system 
does everyday to migrant workers — blacks and arabs — in a 
foreign count ry" . 
If imprisonment is not a deterrent for every crime, then it 
never is. There are no except ions, not even for rapists. 

Women today want to throw off the restrict ions which history 
has put on them. But even if in our "civi l ised" countries 
today when these restrictions cannot be likened to a prison, 
there are st ill many women who feel strongly that  we must  
reject any kind of repression, especially, prison, as an exem-
plary punishment. 

For us, adopting this legal stance in the midst of the fight 
against rape is very d if f icult . By asking for suspended 
sentences dependent on good behaviour (which is provided for 
under the penal code), we are refusing the not ion that 
seriousness of a crime carries with it a prison sentence. In this 
way we want to denounce both rape as a crime, and the 
inadmissability of a legal system — which we did not 
construct — being the only body responsible for meting out 
prison sentences. Is this what Gisele Halimi calls an att itude 
of being guilty? Quite the contrary, raped women are not 
guilty since prison sentences are chosen only by judges. 

We believe it should be possible to act within the law (since 
we reject private police forces, vigilantes and personal revenge) 
to break down the symbols of repression: imprisonment and 
fines. It must be possible to use the lesser of the two evils — 
money, even if we have to question what this means for 
women — to help reduce the greater evil — prison. 

We must then enter into a fundamental polit ical debate 
concerning the respect  of all life-giving act ivity which includes 
sexuality, and the rejection of all violence including sexual 
violence. Our common aim as women is to take control over 
our own bodies so that we are no longer sex-objects and 
so that our sexuality can be expressed in terms of mutual 
exchange and not violence. 

If we accept the inst itut ional repression of this patriarchal 
society which itself is founded on violence, we can never 
question that society or its violence. Repression by imprison-
ment only creates fear, and adds fuel to the fire of violence. 
And hatred will never lead to respect  for women and their 
sexuality. As we saw during the t rial at Aix - men outside 
spat in our faces. The repression which has been used since 

the beginning of the campaign against rape, the long prison 
sentences, have simply led to an increasing contempt for 
women, their increased vulnerability and therefore an increas-
ed need to have them protected. It is important for women to 
have recourse to justice in order to come out of their ghetto 
of silence, but at the same time it is indispensable to monitor 
the funct ion and role of the judicial system. If there is no 
analysis, no quest ioning, and no struggling to change such a 
system, it will contribute to destroying our aim which is to 
fundamentally question our whole society. 

Why should anyone feel " fur ious" by the expression of diffe-
rent points of view? On the cont rary, let's have no more 
monopolies on struggles, and let's have constructive crit icism 
rather than demeaning punishments which echo the history 
and norms of men. 

FEM INIST OFFEN SI VE A GA I N ST RAPE IN 
ITALY 

Feminists in Italy are preparing a new campaign against rape 
which includes the collect ion of 50,000 signatures needed to 
present a new law on rape. The new law would combine the 
exist ing laws on rape and lewdness into one and make any 
sexual assault on a woman against her will a crime, including 
assault by a woman's husband. The new law would provide for 
immediate trials open to the public (unless the vict im requests 
otherwise) which would permit the presence of the women's 
movement at the t rials. The law would also permit the 
women's movement to const itute itself p laint if f in the case. 
Questions about the woman's personal life and sexual 
behaviour would not be allowed. The law would abolish the 
old Italian legislation which st ill refers to "crimes of honor". 
Part of the campaign is to f ind means of self-financing the 
costs involved in collect ing and authenticating the signatures. 
The new law has been collect ively designed and discussed by 
the women's movement in Italy. 

Although some polit ical parties are considering introducing 
new legislation on rape, Italian feminists strongly feel that the 
discussions which will be generated all over the country during 
the collect ion of signatures is a very important aspect of bring-
ing about change. 
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, . « c VzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA , A F E M I N I S T A N A L Y S I S O F R A P E P R E V E N T I O N 

/n anzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA excellent 25-page booklet entitled F re e in g O u r Live s 

the staff of "Community Action Strategies to Stop Rape" 

(CASSRj, Women Against Rape, Columbus, Ohio have 

presented a feminist analysis of rape prevention. We are re-

printing excerpts from it here with their permission. We 

highly recommend this booklet for groups organizing to 

stop violence against women. It may be ordered from Women 

Against Rape, P.O. Box 02084, Columbus, Ohio 43202, 

USA. Price per copy US$.85 plus .40 postage. Bulk rates are 

available. 

Most rape v i c t ims are w o m e n . T h e t h rea t o f rape pervades ou r 

lives. Y e t , u n t i l r ecen t l y , t he issue o f rape has been cons idered 

inappropr ia te f o r ac t i on by w o m e n . M e n have i n te rp re ted and 

responded t o rape. Even t h o u g h m e n have pe rpe t ra ted rape 

and have had m i n i m a l reason t o fear it themselves, t hey have 

developed the social m a c h i n e r y t o deal w i t h i t . M e n have 

passed the sexual assault laws under w h i c h we l ive, have pub -

l ic ized the k n o w n cases, and have led the social reac t i on t o 

rape. As husbands, fa thers and a u t h o r i t y f igures , m e n have 

t o l d w o m e n h o w t o avoid rape and have assumed a p ro tec t i ve 

role over us. 

The women ' s ant i - rape m o v e m e n t o f the 1970 's reverses th i s 

t r a d i t i o n . W o m e n ' s groups in m a n y coun t r i es are seeking t o 

analyze rape and deve lop strategies t o e l im ina te i t . W o m e n 

Against Rape in C o l u m b u s , O h i o , is par t o f th is m o v e m e n t 

t o s top w o m e n ' s v i c t i m i z a t i o n and t o p lan p reven t i on based 

on our o w n exper iences o f rape. F re e in g O u r Live s p robes the 

causes and consequences o f rape, and suggests ways t o s top i t . 

We hope tha t we and o the r w o m e n w i l l c o n t i n u e th i s analysis 

and develop m o r e p o w e r f u l m e t h o d s t o end rape. T h e t i m e 

must come when no w o m a n need fear f o r her safety a n d 

i n teg r i t y . 

T H E T H R E A T O F R A P E 

W o m e n learn to fear rape at an ear ly age. Mo the rs teach 

daughters n o t t o t a l k t o strangers and n o t t o accept g i f ts or 

rides. Parents w a t c h over gir ls m o r e ca re fu l l y t han b o y s , 

w h o are a l l owed t o roam and t o stay o u t la te. As c h i l d r e n , 

we d o no t k n o w the reasons f o r paren ts ' p ro tec t i ve ac t i ons . 

On l y as we g row o lder is the i r fear , and ours , i den t i f i ed as t h e 

fear of rape. 

The fear o f rape f o l l ows w o m e n al l o f o u r l ives. As a resu l t , w e 

learn t o take precaut ions t o avo id rape. We p lan ou r t i m e so 

we w i l l be home before d a r k . We make sure the po rch l i gh t is 

lef t o n . We recheck l ocked doo rs . We even schedule r o u t i n e 

chores c a r e f u l l y , k n o w i n g t h a t a n i g h t t i m e t r i p t o a deser ted 

l a u n d r y r o o m or a j a u n t t h r o u g h the backya rd t o d u m p 

the t rash can be hazardous . 

O f t e n w o m e n d o n o t acknow l edge the ways in w h i c h rape 

restr ic ts o u r l ives. Sa fe ty cons ide ra t i ons o f t e n a f fec t a 

w o m a n ' s cho ice o f j o b , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c l o t h i n g styles and 

l i v ing a r rangements . A c t i v i t i e s t h a t m e n take f o r g ran ted , 

such as w o r k i n g a n i gh t s h i f t , w a l k i n g a lone a f te r d a r k , or 

h i t c h h i k i n g , are r isk ier f o r w o m e n because o f t he danger o f 

a t t ack . Every t i m e a w o m a n says t o hersel f , "Perhaps ' 

s h o u l d n ' t d o t h a t ; i t m i g h t n o t be sa fe " , she is assessing the 

r isk o f rape. 

T h e e f fec t o f rape is greater t han j us t t he e f fec ts o n v i c t i ms o f 

actual assaults. L i v i ng w i t h fear , be ing c o n s t a n t l y w a t c h f u l , 

and res t r i c t i ng o u r l ives over a long pe r i od o f t i m e damage 

all w o m e n . In th i s w a y , we are all v i c t i m s . 

W o m e n ' s fear is a n a t u r a l , ra t i ona l response t o the pervasive 

t h rea t o f rape. We c a n n o t jus t p r e t e n d the th rea t does n o t 

ex i s t , o r t r y n o t t o be a f r a i d . We m u s t acknowledge b o t h the 

t h rea t and o u r fear o f rape — then go o n t o p lan p r e v e n t i o n 

strategies t o change the social c o n d i t i o n s t h a t fos ter rape. 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y , rape p r e v e n t i o n p rog rams have ignored the 

i mpac t o f c o n s t a n t t h rea t o n w o m e n and have focused o n l y 

on actual cases o f rape. P reven t i on has been based o n 

c o n t r o l l i n g e i ther t h e v i c t i m o r t h e rap is t . B o t h v i c t i m c o n t r o l 

and rapist c o n t r o l have severe l i m i t a t i o n s as p reven t i on strate-

gies. 

L I M I T A T I O N S O F V I C T I M C O N T R O L 

V i c t i m c o n t r o l , also ca l led " v i c t i m avo i dance " , teaches w o m e n 

t o avo id rape: w o m e n learn t o take var ious safety p recau t i ons 

and t o avo id s i tua t i ons whe re the p r o b a b i l i t y o f a t tack is 

p resumed t o be h i g h . We mus t n o t cons ider th is app roach a 

basis f o r rape p r e v e n t i o n . A l t h o u g h c a u t i o n and secur i ty 

devices save some w o m e n f r o m i m m e d i a t e danger , t hey d o 

n o t h i n g t o reduce the t h rea t o f rape. Even i f a w o m a n success-

f u l l y avoids v i o l ence , her know l edge t h a t o the r w o m e n are 

raped re in fo rces her o w n awareness o f t h e t h rea t . T h i s 

awareness c o n t i n u e s t o c o n t r o l her ac t i v i t i es . 

A v o i d a n c e has several undes i rab le consequences as a 

p r e v e n t i o n a p p r o a c h . F i r s t , avo idance re in forces w o m e n ' s 

helplessness. L o c k i n g d o o r s and s tay ing in at n i gh t give us a 

t e m p o r a r y sense o f re l ie f , b u t d o n o t make us s t rong and 



capable of defending ourselves. Women's helplessness per-
petuates our vulnerabilit y to rape. A prevent ion approach 
should combat  helplessness, not  reinforce it . 

A second consequence of the avoidance approach is vict im 
blame. If a woman who does not  fol low avoidance advice is 
raped, people tend to assume that  her lack of caut ion caused 
the rape. This assumpt ion shif t s the blame for rape from the 
rapist  to the vict im. Any approach which burdens the vict im 
w ith the blame for the at tack is unacceptable. 

The worst  consequence of the vict im cont rol strategy is that  
women must  lead circumscribed lives to feel safe. Since every 
woman is a potent ial rape vict im , vict im cont rol programs 
amount  to mass cont rol of women's lives through rest rict ion 
of our liberty and mobil i t y. This const raint  is intolerable in 
a society that  values freedom. We must  f ind a prevent ion 
strategy that  does not  force women t o trade freedom for 
security. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

LIMITATION S OF RAPIST CONTROL 

Many people view rape as a crime which can only be effect ive-
ly combated through the cr iminal just ice system. They 
encourage st if f penalt ies to deter potent ial rapists, and In-
carcerat ion to remove dangerous offenders from the commu-
nit y. They confuse prosecut ion w it h prevent ion, despite the 
fact  that  police and courts enter the scene after a rape has 
already occurred. Prosecut ion is intended to redress, not  
prevent, injust ice. In the case of rape, it  not  only fails to 
prevent  injust ice, it  cannot  redress the ful l extent  of the 
injury. The prosecut ion of a few rapists cannot  correct  the 
daily injust ice to women who may never be raped, but  whose 
lives are damaged by fear. 

There is lit t le evidence that  punishment  serves as a deterrent  
or that  imprisonment  includes re-educat ion for rapists. Society 
has punished rapists for centuries, yet  sexual assault  against  
women remains a serious problem. Even if the cr iminal just ice 
system could work opt imally, it  would only detain some 
rapists, not  eliminate rape. 

RAPE PREVENTION: ENDING WOMEN'S VULNERABIL I -
TY TO RAPE 

Rape prevent ion must  focus on eliminat ing the condit ions in 
society which make women easy targets for rape. Our 
approach is to reduce the threat  of rape by eliminat ing 
women's vulnerabilit y to it . Our specif ic prevent ion strategies 
evolve from an analysis of the individual, communit y, and 
social factors which reinforce each other and maintain 
women's vict im izat ion. 

We have ident if ied three areas of vulnerabilit y that  maintain 
women's status as potent ial rape vict ims: 

(1) a lack of Informatio n abou t and understandin g of rape; 
(2) women' s subordinat e relationshi p to men and the result -

ing characteristic s wome n develo p which  contribut e to 
our vulnerability ; 

(3) women' s isolatio n fro m one anothe r and in the commu -
nity . 

We w ill discuss each area as it  relates to rape, and then explor e 
strategies for reducing our vulnerabilit y in each area. 

Our approach to rape prevent ion draws on women's long-
ignored experience of living w it h the constant  threat  of vio-zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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lence. As individuals, we can begin the process of gaining 
st rength, developing skills, and changing our beliefs about  
ourselves. As a group, women can organize t o change the 
power relat ionship between women and men, and to reduce 
our isolat ion from each other and w it hin our communit ies. 

As women, we must  part icipate in prevent ion, not  because we 
bear any responsibilit y for men's at tacks, but  because we have 
the most  t o gain by ending rape. We can only end our vict im i-
zat ion through our own act ions. We must  act  responsibly 
toward ourselves and toward other women to alter the condi-
t ions that  keep us vulnerable. We can then become strong 
enough t o stop rape. 

ISIS: Follow ing this int roduct ion to the issue, Freein g Our 
Live s goes on to analyze the lack of understanding and infor-
mat ion about  rape and women's subordinate relat ionship to 
men, emphasizing women's status and men's power in society 
and rape as a means of cont rol over women. It  also analyzes 
women's dependence on men for polit ical representat ion, 
economic support , social posit ion, physical protect ion and 
psychological approval. Final ly, it  analyzes women's isolat ion 
from each other and in the communit y. 

Not  stopping at  this analysis. Freein g Our Live s goes on t o 
discuss strategies to overcome these areas of women's vul-
nerabilit y. Some of these strategies are: zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

/ . redefining  rape  in  termsof  our  own  shared  knowledge  and 
experience;  making  rape  a public  issue. 

2. changing  the  power-dependence  relationship  between  men 
and women  in  a patriarchal  culture; 

3. developing  physical  strength  and skills,  and gaining 
confidence  in  our  ability  to  assert  our  rights; 

4. learning  to  recognize  our  power  as a group; 
5. organizing  for  our  common  defense  in  neighborhoods 

and making  women's  safety  a community  priority. 

The thorough but  concise presentat ion of all these elements 
makes this booklet  a very good resource for all people t rying 
to understand and organize against  violence against  women. 
It  is also a good basis for further discussion and analysis. 

• 
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R A P E CRISIS CEiYTRE zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 

P.O. Box 42 

London N6 5BUzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA I 

United Kingdom 17 V 

"Our definit ion of rape is much wider than that of the law. 
We say that any unwanted, forced or coerced sexual attention 
is a form of rape. While on the whole we have dealt more with 
attacks on women which are at present recognised as rape or 
sexual assault, we feel that it is important to consider the 
widest possible range. Al l women who feel that they have 
been forced to take part in a sexual situation should feel 
that we are open to them and wil l treat their feelings with 
equal care and gravity. 

"In a society where man is seen as init iator and woman as 

consenter, aggressive and passive, predator and prey, wolf and 

chick , then rape is not abnormal. Obviously some rapists are 

clearly very disturbed but they make up 2 to 2 l / 2 % of 

convicted rapists. Rape is the logical and extreme end of the 

spectrum of male/ female relationships. It brutally opposes a 

woman's right to be self-powered and sexually self-determ ined, 

and is totally unacceptable". 

In Britain, the first rape crisis centre to be set up was in 

London. The Rape Counselling and Research Project opened 

the Centre on 15th March 1976 in Haringey, North London. 

They had become a registered charity and they could receive 

non-taxable funds, and they had managed to negotiate for a 

house with the Department of Environm ent. 

The group which opened and ran the centre had developed 
from an informal group of about 40 women who met to 
discuss rape with a view to "doing something about i t " . They 
were housewives, lawyers, journalists, a couple of doctors, 
students, counsellors, nurses, unem ployed, some m arried, or 
living with people, some single, some with children. The one-
and-a-half years during which they met before opening the 
centre was dedicated to discussing and examining their own 
motivations and priorit ies, in laying the groundwork for their 
posit ion vis-a-vis reporting to the police, counselling, the 
law and reform , the treatment of rape in the press; current 
medical practice etc., and in acquiring premises, funds and 
charity status. 

The centre now operates a 24-hour service run by two paid 

workers during weekdays and by volunteers at night and 
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weekends on a rota basis. More than 16 women are involved 

in volunteer counselling. The aims of the centre are: 

1. To provide emergency legal, medical and emotional 

counselling by having a 24-hour phone service. 

2 . To provide a support ive, calm and sympathetic environ-
ment for the wom an. 

3 . To train women to be able to cope with the problems of 
women who have been raped. 

4 . To set up a coordinated group of contacts in different 

geographical areas who would be will ing to personally 

meet and counsel raped women and accompany them to 

hospital/ police/ doctor and court , n ••  ; f -^u i m  -f 

5. To research the pattern and incidence of rape locally 

and nat ionally. 

6. To publish inform ational and educational material to 

destroy the current m yths about rape. 

7. To liaise with those com m unity services which come into 
contact with raped wom en. 

8. To help women equip themselves with a mental and physic-

al att itude towards rape which would lessen the possibility 

of future vict im isat ion and provide them with the basic 

sk ills of self-defence. 

The activit ies, objectives and experiences of the centre are 
extremely clearly set out in the two annual reports so far 
(1977 and 1978), and ISIS strongly recommends groups 
elsewhere to use their inform at ion as a resource. The 1977 
report goes into considerable detail on counselling: methods 
of counselling, problems and reactions of raped wom en, 
counsellor t raining, the problems of recruitment of volunteer 
trainees. It gives a good evaluation of counselling training 
and points to the need for a structured approach. The group 
is preparing a training guide to give necessary practical 
inform ation to new counsellors. 

The importance of research into all aspects of rape is ctearly 
stressed: 

" As well as providing a counselling service, we are 
concerned to promote serious and detailed research 
into rape in the Brit ish Isles. Through research we intend 
to provide a factual basis for public inform ation and 
educat ion. 

... The myths surrounding rape are widely subscribed 

to and deeply held. They are a true reflection of con-



t em porary at t i t udes t owards w om en , and factual 

evidence t o dest roy these m yt hs is a necessary part of 

any m eaningful educat ion of the p u b l i c . " 

The report also exam ines the inf luence of t he m ed ia , its biased 

approach t o raped wom en - an at t i t ude wh ich cont r ibut es 

great ly t o reinforcing the idea t hat rape is not a serious cr im e 

— and the way in wh ich the m edia has t reated the Rape 

Crisis Cent re. 

"Considerable t im e has been devoted t o the discussion 

of m edia t reat m ent of rape. Before we opened, t wo 

unpubl ished research studies on the m yt hs perpet rated 

by the m edia and the com parat ive style and con t en t of 

rape report ing were com plet ed (Rape and the Mass 

Media : a cont ent ana lysi s" by Sue Lines, and " Ra p e as 

En t er t a i nm en t " by C M . Robert s). The j iuct aposi t ion 

of a rape story and a " da i l y p i n -u p " was not unusua l , 

•n Raped wom en of t en fel l int o the category of " b u xo m 

b l on de" and rapists are w i t hou t except i on " sex-st a rved" 

and " m a n i a ca l " . Rapist s were on the whole " r i gh t l y 

a cq u i t t ed " and an elem ent of blam e ascribed t o the 

wom an. Al t hough there had been a "gent lem an's agree-

m en t " w i t h the Press Counci l not t o publ ish raped 

wom en's nam es t his was not always observed. Our re-

search showed that t he m ed i a , w i t h f ew except ions 

publ ished sensat ional , d ist or t ed im ages of rape and its 

com ponent s, and upheld the m any ant i -f em ale m yt hs 

w i t h the intent of provid ing vicar ious en t er t a inm ent " . 

" Our pol i cy is not t o in t roduce raped wom en to the 

press and m ed i a ; not t o divulge internal i n f orm at ion 

about the Cent re, its counsel lors and supporters unless 

we approve of its use; t o be as helpf u l as possible but 

t o avoid giving out f act ua l l y unsupport ed op in ions: 

t o reduce the level of sensat ional ism and hyster ia 

surrounding rape. Serious journal ist s have respected 

our p o l i cy" . 

Sect ions on the law and the pol i ce give a good idea of the 

k inds of problem s we face as wom en com bat t i ng rape, and the 

way it is current ly dealt w i t h in societ y. Several speci f ic 

cases of the way in wh ich the pol i ce t reat raped wom en are 

given at the end of the report . The f o l l ow i ng is just one 

exam ple. 

A 2 9 -year o l d m arr ied wom an was raped af ter being beaten 

in the groin , chest and back w i t h a shoe by a f r iend of one 

of her gi r l f r iends. The rapist , a seem ingly respectable and 

educated m iddle-class m an , threatened t hat if she t o l d anyone 

he wou ld com e back and m urder her ch i l d ren . The wom an was 

so t err i f ied that she t o l d no-one f or twelve hours and on ly 

p luck ed up courage t o t el l the pol ice t wo days af t er. She 

eventual ly decided that the on ly way t o prot ect her ch i l d ren 

was t o tel l the pol i ce and , w i t h the support of one of our 

counsel lors, approached t hem w i t h the in t ent ion of i n f orm ing 

them but not necessari ly proceeding w i t h a prosecut ion . 

Having in f orm ed the pol i ce the case was t ak en out of her 

hands and the pol ice said t hey were du t y bound to prosecut e. 

She gave a lengthy statem ent and visi t ed the scene of the 

crim e w i t h detect ives. She had washed and changed her 

clot h ing and so was not given a m edical exam i na t i on . (We were 

later t o f i nd out t hat there is a sl im but useful chance of 

p ick ing up forensic evidence up t o a week af ter the rape, as 

long as the wom an has not had intercourse w i t h anyone since 

the rape; im m ob i l e sperm can be p i ck ed up f rom the cervical 

canal ). 

Tw o days af t er, the accused m an was p i ck ed up , quest ioned 

and released w i t h i n a f ew hundred yards of the wom an's 

hom e. The pol i ce arranged t o m eet the wom an at her hom e 

and quest ion her again. It was agreed that our counsel lor 

should be there but when the pol i ce t urned up early the 

wom an fel t very t hreatened and refused access un t i l the coun-

sel lor arr ived. When the pol i ce request ioned her their at t i t ude 

had changed com p l et e l y. They said t hat t hey d idn ' t believe 

her st ory, t hat the al leged rapist was a very nice m an and 

w ou l dn ' t do som et h ing l i k e t hat , and t hat the pa in f u l and 

m ark ed bruising on her gro in , breasts and back was either 

" t he result of rough love p l a y" , se l f -i n f l i ct ed , or t hat her 

husband had done i t in a f i t of jea lousy. They lef t saying 

t hat t hey expect ed t o hear t hat she was dropp ing the case and 

added t hat if t he al legat ion proved t o be un f ounded it w ou l d 

lead t o a prosecut ion f or wast ing pol i ce t i m e. 

The raped wom an t ook legal advice about m ak ing a com pla in t 

but had a break down before she cou l d com plet e the process. 

Si x m ont hs later she is st i l l receiving psych ia t r i c help and 

wants t o put the whole t h ing behind her. There is absolutely 

no doub t in our m inds t hat the pol i ce t reat m ent in t h is case 

was a cent ral cause of her b reak down. 

We do not view the use of the threat of prosecut ion f or 

wast ing pol i ce t im e l i gh t l y. In t h is case, where the accused 

had act ual ly been quest ioned, the pol i ce w ou l d have been 

com pel led t o prove t hei r case, the raped wom an w ou l d have 

had a def ence, the al leged rapist w ou l d have been a wi t ness, 

and the pol ice w ou l d have been closely quest ioned on t hei r 

reasons and m ot i va t i ons. In al l cases we see t his t ype of 

pressure as no m ore t han an em pt y but power f u l t hreat . 

In t h is case t he pol i ce dropped t he p rosecu t i on . zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
\  

Fi n a l l y, there are sect ions on sel f -defense and com pensat ion , 

and a useful reading l i st . Th i s is a h ighly recom m ended 

resource book let wh i ch not on ly gives pract ica l i n f orm at i on , 

but also shows the m easure of organisat ion and com m i t t m en t 

behind wom en bu i l d ing up t hei r own ini t iat ives wh ich help 

other w om en , at the sam e t im e as pressuring governm ents, 

local aut hor i t ies, the m edia and t he pub l i c general ly t o take 

rape ser iously, and t o deal w i t h i t . 
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RECLAI M TH E NIGH T 

rr zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Women live in fear of male violence, because for us, sexual 
harassment  is an all-day, everyday occurrence. 

Women have begun to reclaim the night  in many count ries. 
The first  " reclaim the night "  march took place on the night  
of Apr i l 30, 1977 in Germany (Federal Republic) where 
women demonstrated in towns all over the count ry against  
being barred from the streets at  night , against  the way we're 
hassled, abused and raped. The idea caught  on and since then 
there have been many marches in Canada, Br it ain, Ireland, 
the USA and other count ries. 

The idea of reclaim the night  is not  to demonstrate in order 
to ask men for the right  to walk the streets w it hout  fear; it  is a 
collect ive and posit ive move of women to take some measure 
of cont rol over our lives. It  is innovatory because it  is also a zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
celebrat ion, a night  when, as the name indicates, women for 
once take over the streets for themselves, singing, dancing, 
and brandishing torches. 

Al l the reports women have made of these marches have 
talked of how posit ive an experience this act ion is: a great  
sense of solidarit y, a joy, and a feeling of power. Reclaim the 
night  is not  the puritan pilgrimage the t radit ional media 
would prefer to port ray Women are reclaiming the streets, 
reclaiming space for women, reclaiming the right  to be out  
and ourselves at  any t ime, ret rieving our bodies. But  the act ion 
has not  always been w it hout  incident .zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA r 

In Britain the f irst  " reclaim the night "  demonst rat ions were 
held, simultaneously, in November 1977 in eleven dif ferent  
towns. It  was a posit ive and enjoyable event. By the second 
reclaim the night  in London on 7 July 1978, the racketeers 
and the police were already on their guard, though the event  
passed without  incident . But  the t hird t ime through Soho 
(Halloween, 31 October 1978) the joyful atmosphere of the 
torch-lit  demonst rat ion, w it h many women in fancy dress, 
was rapidly shat tered. Af t er a scuffle in the New Swedish 

Cinema Club in Brewer St reet  (central London) where women 
were registering their protest  at  the material displayed, an 
employee threatened them f irst  w it h a stool and then w it h 
a hammer. A few police off icers then arrived and waded into 
the crowd w it h their wooden t runcheons, hit t ing women at  
random. Sixteen women were arrested on charges of 
obst ruct ion, threatening behaviour, assault ing police off icers, 
bodily harm. Five women had to be t reated in hospital w it h 
head and face injuries, and numerous others left  w it h big 
bruises. Sixteen women were arrested to set  an example, to 
make women think twice before we go out  again. 

Six of the women were t r ied at  M arylebone Court  on Apr i l 
22nd when the magist rate. Sir Ivor Rigby, acquit ted three 
of t hem, gave three token convict ions and crit icised the police, 
both for their behaviour on the demonst rat ion and for the 
way in which false evidence had been given in court . The 
magistrate said that  he was influenced by photographs which 
showed women being assaulted by the police. The same 
magistrate heard the cases against  four more women on M ay 
2nd. Again he crit icised the police and cleared the women. 
The women who have been acquit ted are considering civil 
act ion against  the police for assault , wrongful arrest , and 
malicious prosecut ion. Donat ions and let ters of support  to 
Reclaim the Night  Defence Group, Box 1, SIsterwrite, 190 
Upper St reet , London N1. There has also been a call for a 
public enquiry into police behaviour at  demonst rat ions and in 
court . The existence of photographic evidence against  the 
police should ensure that  the incident  is not  ' forgot ten'. The 
photographs were taken by Diane Bailey who had to flee from 
the demonst rat ion when police not iced her w it h her camera. 

Inspite of this incident , and the violence - ironically -
displayed by the police, these events are ext remely important , 
both for women t o see what  it  is really that  we are up against, 
and for us t o gain strength and power from each other. 

(Informat ion from  Women's Report , and Spare Rib) 
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Edit h Horsfal l zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The Hong  Kong  Council  of Women  together  with  three  other 

organizations,  the  Samaritan  Befrienders,  the  Family  Planning 

Association  and the  Kwun  Tong  Community  Mental  Health 

Project  have  been coordinating  a War on Rape Campaign 

in Hong  Kong.  This  report  was sent  by Edith  Horsfall  of the 

Hong  Kong  Council  of Women. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Women learn to fear rape at an early age, and this fear follows 
us all our lives. Safety considerations often affect our choice 
of job, transportation, clothing styles and living arrangements. 
Every time a woman says to herself, "Perhaps I shouldn't do 
that, it might not be safe", she is assessing the risk of rape. 
Thus the effects of rape are greater than the effects on victims 
of actual assaults. Living wi th fear, being constantly watchful , 
and restricting our lives over a long period of t ime, damage 
all women. In this way we are all victims. 

To provide accurate information about rape, women have 
begun to redefine rape in terms of their own experience. This 
redefinition of rape, based on women's experience of it rather 
than legal statutes and cultural myths, forms the basis for 
realistic rape prevention strategies. The three essential points 
which the feminist analysis of rape stresses are: 

1. Rape is an act of power and control . 
2. Rape can happen to all women. 
3. Rape is violent not sexual. 

The vulnerability of women does not depend solely on actual 
or culturally determined 'weakness', but on women's de-
pendence on men: 

— for political representation 
— for economic support 
— for social position 
— for physical protection 
— for psychological approval 

Women can pressure the communi ty to respond to rape 
victims wi th care and sensitivity; to ensure that the criminal 
iustice system operates optimal ly, though imprisonment 
removing some offenders f rom the community does not 
appear to act as deterrent or preventive measure; and to 
make rape a public issue — to remove the stigma from victims, 
define the extent of the problem, and demand that rape pre-
vention become a high priori ty for community agencies. 

We should ensure the recognition of rape as a woman's politic-
al issue. Unless our society undergoes a fundamental change 

in the relationship between men and women, rape wil l be 
perpetuated. Safety measures only re-enforce women's help-
lessness. We must strive for prevention measures that do not 
further restrict our lives, and not trade our freedom for se-
cur i ty. 

War On Rape Campaig n 1978 

LEGAL: 

On 31st March 1978 the Government gazetted the Crimes 
(Amendment) (No 2) Ordinance which safeguards the anony-
mi ty of rape victims and provides that the victim's previous 
sexual history may not be adduced in evidence except in very 
special circumstances.The implications of this change in the 
law for rape victims were explained on a Chinese TV Pro-
gramme by Maria Tam. We have publicly denounced the less 
responsible sections of the press who have managed to cir-
cumvent the law and still publish details by which victims can 
be identif ied. We have also wri t ten to the Attorney General 
on this point. By monitoring the press and more recently by 
arranging for women to sit in on rape trials in court and 
critically report on procedures, we are constantly on the 
alert for flaws in criminal justice concerning rape. Stiffer 
sentences for sexual offenders, composition of juries which 
should include women jurors, in rape trials, and the validity 
of self-defence for women attacked by rapists have been our 
active concern, voiced in the media and to authorities. We 
plan to pressure changes in the law as regards corroborative 
evidence in rape trials: we feel rape victims should not be put 
in the same category as accomplices, children and mentally 
retarded and the issue should rest on the victim's CONSENT. 

MEDICAL: 

The Family Planning Association "Help Rape V ic t ims" service 
is now well known and widely publicised. Well over 100 rape 
victims have been helped and given aftercare. Compensation 
for victims has on occasion been obtained by referral to the 
Criminal Injuries Compensation Board. 

The Medical Sub-Committee of War on Rape has drawn up a 
protocol for Casualty Officers who deal wi th victims of alleged 
sexual assault (those not seen by the forensic pathologist). 
We have also crit ically analysed the textbook used to teach 
medical students about sexual assault; sexist attitudes and no 
mention of the rape trauma syndrome and care in handling 
victims engenders a wrong approach. The senior forensic 
pathologist who teaches students and liaises wi th Medical and 
Health Department has been consulted about this and has 
shown sympathetic cooperation. 
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LIAISON: 

We were consulted by the Police Public Relat ions Unit  t o 
advise on the Report  Rape Campaign in Tsuen Waan Oct /  
Nov. We supplied material for their news sheets (100,000) 
and were invited to part icipate in the press conference which 
had very good media coverage. The Rape Counsellors M anual 
has been dist ributed to all police stat ions. War On Rape also 
part icipated in the Kwun Tong Fight  Crime Campaign in July. 
We have been writ ing to and seeing legal aid, at torney general, 
prisons, forensic pathologist , housing department and urban 
services department. The posters and pamphlets advert ising 
the hot line for rape vict ims and the FPA service have been 
widely dist ributed throughout the colony. Every registered 
doctor (2600) has been informed, w ith special emphasis on 
Estate doctors. The Federat ion of Yout h Groups and YW CA 
have attended our meetings. 

RESEARCH: 

The pattern of rape in Hong Kong and the " pro f i le"  of vict ims 
has been clarif ied from monitoring the press and data gathered 
from vict ims who approach the FPA. This is helpful for pre-
ventive campaigns, but  unt il we have a clearer " p r o f i le"  of 
the rapist  and his mot ivat ion, further progress in the War on 
Rape is dif f icult  t o achieve. Public at t itudes must be changed 
to regard the rapist 's crime as one not  primarily sexual, but  
of a violent  nature. We need research students, access to 
convicted rapists and their files and funds. We have been in 
touch w ith research workers in London, Cambridge and San 
Francisco. We subscribe t o FAAR (Feminist  Alliance Against  
Rape). 

TRAINING: 

Two comprehensive t raining sessions for volunteers (in 
Cantonese) were very successfully held in June and January 
(1979). The intensive weekend courses were f irst  conducted 
at  FPA Headquarters, then at  M orr ision Hall as a camp. Funds 
were generously donated by the HK Council of Women. 
Several of the volunteers are in service professions, but  all have 
benefited by correct  informat ion and enlightened at t itudes 
towards rape, which w il l benefit  the communit y. Their services 
are used in exhibit ions, by the Samaritans and preparing the 
Manual for dist r ibut ion. The Family Planning Associat ion is 

giving orientat ion courses to women Police Communit y Rela-
t ions Off icers, who w il l lecture t o schools. 

W AR ON RAPE T- SHIRTS: 

Bearing a pair of helping hands support ing the feminist  
symbol, these shirts have been sold wherever possible (in-
cluding at  Star Ferry) as a fund raising measure. 

HOM ANTIN CENTRE: 

The Samaritans have made a room in this cent re at  48 Princess 
Margaret  Road available t o us. Al l records, lit erature, manuals 
and display material are now in one place; the centre is " open" 
on Thursday mornings for rout ine w ork, discussions and in-
terviews w it h visitors and the media. Our monthly meetings 
are held there. It  is a small beginning for our dream of a 
Women's Crisis Cent re. 

Rape Counsellor' s M anual : 

500 copies in both languages have been printed and widely 
dist r ibuted to government , voluntary agencies and interested 
Individuals. Every police stat ion has a copy. 

PUBLICITY: 

Our main target  is st ill to keep the problem of rape in the 
public eye and to raise the consciousness of the communit y. 
This has been great ly facilit ated by the interest  shown by 
the media. In the press there have been feature art icles, edi-
t or ials, let ters t o the editor and an apparent  increase in re-
ports of rape t rials w it h st r iking capt ions. The FPA held a 
press conference at  the end of their f irst  year of helping rape 
vict ims. The T-sh i r t  sale was given good cover. Television 
has several " spot s"  aimed at  rape report ing and safety. A 
Chinese programme " Common Sense" and a Police Call pro-
gramme were devoted to rape. Open Line, Commercial Radio, 
Insight , BBC Documentary " Hel lo Tom or row " have all dealt  
w it h various aspects of rape in Hong Kong. We have approach-
ed the Carr Foundat ion for their sponsorship of broadcast  
t ime. Our coordinators and publicit y contacts are often con-
sulted on various related problems, including child abuse and 
abort ion. We aim t o cont inue to remain in the public con-
sciousness and eventually w in the war on rape. 
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T h e resources l isted here o n rape and o n o rgan i z i ng t o s top v io lence against w o m e n are selected ones. T o inc lude all the resources 

avai lable w o u l d requi re at least one b o o k ! We have t r i ed t o give a representat ive se lect ion o f the b o o k s , ar t ic les and o the r mater ia ls 

cover ing the var ious aspects o f th i s c r i me against w o m e n , f r o m analyses o f rape t o very conc re te and prac t i ca l in i t i a t i ves organized by 

w o m e n against i t . We have inc luded o n l y a very f e w o f the thousands o f rape cr is is and rape rel ief con te rs a r o u n d the w o r l d jus t t o 

give an idea o f h o w these opera te . Organ i z i ng to s top v io lence against w o m e n is one o f the i m p o r t a n t par ts o f the w o m e n ' s move -

m e n t and a lmost every na t i ona l and local f em i n i s t magazine or news le t te r deals w i t h i t . We w o u l d refer readers t o these resources 

pa r t i cu la r l y f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on na t i ona l and local i n i t i a t i ves . Fo r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t local rape rel ief p ro jec ts , w o m e n c o u l d also 

consu l t the i r local o r na t iona l w o m e n ' s houses and i n f o r m a t i o n services. We have also t r i ed t o ind ica te w h i c h books c o n t a i n good 

b ib l iograph ies f o r f u r t h e r research. We feel t h a t these resources c o u l d be very usefu l f o r o t h e r w o m e n and w o m e n ' s g roups organiz ing 

against v io lence against w o m e n . T h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t has done so m u c h in th is struggle and o u r shar ing o f these exper iences is 

very valuable f o r each o the r . 

. ' bsrwtMuqzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA h-s; :<q3» ' vr 

H o w t o sta r t a rap e crisi s ce nte r 

The Rape Crisis Center 

P.O. Box 2 1 0 0 5 

Wash ington D.C. 2 0 0 0 9 

USA 

Second and revised e d i t i o n o f a usefu l m a n u a l . US$ 4 . 7 5 

f r o m above address. 

1zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA 'M&r 'H-iiisSK.V A • • m!i''i}s>'d T o r o n t o Rape Crisi s C e ntr e 

P.O. Box 6 5 9 7 , S t a t i o n ' A ' , 

T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , N 5 W 1 X 4 

Canada 

Th i s is one o f the 23 rape crisis centres t h a t have been set 

up across Canada in the last decade. I t publ ishes azyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA News-

letter  f o u r t imes a year , subsc r i p t i on f o r w h i c h help t o 

s u p p o r t , t he Rape Crisis Cent re f i n a n c i a l l y . A r t i c l es cover 

areas such as sel f-defense, rape laws, incest, t he act iv i t ies 

o f the centres. Subscr i p t i ons : i nd i v i dua l Can$ 5 .00 , i ns t i t u -

t ions Can$ 12 .50 per year. I t also pub l i shes usefu l book l e t s 

such as "Emergency R o o m Care f o r Rape V i c t i m s " , gu ide l ines 

f o r the care o f rape v i c t i m s . 

T e l- Avi v R ape Crisi s C e ntr e 

con tac t address; 

The Femin i s t Cen t re , 

228 D i zengo f f S t reet , 

Te l A v i v , 

Israel 

t e l : (03) 2 2 0 4 2 0 

Opened o n 1st February 1 9 7 8 , t h i s cent re operates a 24 -

hou r te lephone service, and has a team o f vo l un tee rs t o meet 

raped w o m e n , and accompany t h e m d u r i n g po l i ce in ter roga-

t i o n , medical e x a m i n a t i o n e tc . Beds are avai lable at the cen t re , 

no t on l y f o r the vo lun tee rs o n the n i gh t sh i f t b u t also f o r 

raped w o m e n w h o l ive a lone and are a f ra id t o go h o m e af ter 

t he i r h a r r o w i n g exper ience. I t also prov ides a referra l service 

t o psycho l og i ca l , legal o r o t h e r assistance o n a long- term 

basis. 

T h e Fem i n i s t Cen t re a t t h e above address has a l i b rary - read ing 

r o o m , co f fee co rne r and o t h e r fac i l i t i es . V i s i t i n g femin i s ts are 

a lways w e l c o m e . 

V r o u w e n T e ge n V e rk ra ch t in g 

p/a J A C 

A m s t e l 3 0 

A m s t e r d a m 

T h e Ne the r l ands 

T h i s rape crisis center p rov ides med ica l and legal advice and 

w o m e n t o a c c o m p a n y rape v i c t i m s t o the hosp i ta l , po l i ce 

and cou r t s . I t also does educa t i ona l w o r k a b o u t rape in the 

Ne the r l ands . A va r i e ty o f p u b l i c a t i o n s a b o u t rape are avai lable 

in D u t c h . 

Bosto n Are a Rape Crisi s C e nte r 

Cambr i dge , Massachusetts 0 2 1 3 9 

U S A 

T e l . : 4 9 2 - R A P E zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
5rtT r, .̂ -

Establ ished in March 1 9 7 2 , t he Center has hand led over 4 , 0 0 0 

cal ls f r o m w o m e n aged 6 t o 8 4 . I t p rov ides a var ie ty o f services 

in t he f i g h t against rape. Prevent ing a t t i t udes t h a t v i c t i m i ze 

w o m e n is a m a j o r p r o j e c t and inc ludes discussion g roups , 

speaking engagements, and s u p p o r t o f legislat ive r e f o r m . 

In a d d i t i o n , t he Center c o n d u c t s special ized t r a i n i ng programs 

f o r po l i ce d e p a r t m e n t s . O f p r i m a r y conce rn is t he v i c t i m 

hersel f : t he Center ma in ta i ns a 2 4 - h o u r a day ho t l i ne and 

accompanies and suppor t s rape v i c t i m s t h r o u g h the med i ca l , 

po l i ce and c o u r t systems. A s h o r t , b u t c o m p l e t e , pamph l e t 

gives i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t he v i c t i m o n med i ca l needs, i nc lud ing 

the pros and cons o f t he m o r n i n g a f te r p i l l , e m o t i o n a l needs, 

and the c r i m i n a l jus t i ce sys tem. 
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Against Our Wil l : Men, Women and Rape 

Susan Brownmiller 

Simon and Schuster ' 

New York, USA 

Written in 1975, this remains one of the most powerful and 

complete books on rape, wri t ten f rom a feminist perspective. 

In this thorough investigation of rape throughout history, 

Susan Brownmiller concludes that rape and the threat of rape 

have been and are used to control all women everywhere: 

"the threat, use and cultural acceptance of sexual force is a 

pervasive process of intimidation that affects all women" . 

She analyses the use and meaning of rape from biblical times 

until the present in western culture, wi th references to other 

cultures as wel l , and pays particular attention to the use of 

rape in war from the Trojan War to Bangladesh and Viet 

Nam. Against this historical background, she examines cultural 

acceptance of rape as a means of control l ing or violating 

women seen as the property of men in patriarchal society. 

Using solid statistics, she dispels the myths of rapists and their 

victims and reveals the conspiracy of society in promoting 

this crime against women and absolving the men who rape. 

She also deals wi th the subject of racism and sexism in the 

area of interracial rape in the USA. The last chapter of the 

book, speaks about women fighting back, not only against 

the crime of rape itself but against the patriarchal attitudes 

which promote this crime. Brownmil ler emphasizes that 

throughout five thousand years of history, men have never 

done anything to stop this all-pervasive crime - except in the 

sense of protecting "their p roper ty" -- that it is women who 

are organizing for the first time as a movement to combat 

rape. Some of Brownmillers' assertions and conclusions 

have been the subject of dicussion and debate by feminists 

who may not accept everything she has said in this book. 

However, this work is a really indispensable analysis to start 

from and a powerfully moving book. 

The Politics of Rape: The V ictim 's Perspective 

Diana E.H. Russell 

Stein and Day 

Briarcliff Manor, New York 10510 

USA 

Based on the accounts of rape by 22 victims, Diana Russell 

dispels the major myths about rape, such as women "asking 

for i t " . The book is divided into four major sections: The 

Vict im, the Rapist, Rape and Racism, and Rape and Society. 

It shows how attitudes about rape and about the rapist and 

his victims define how rape is experienced. A critical example 

is the way the criminal justice system treats the woman as 

somehow guil ty and the rapist as a victim of a temptress or 

liar. The author analyzes how society promotes and rewards 

rapist characteristics in men, i.e. aggressive behaviour is 

"mascul ine", rape is aggressive, therefore rape is masculine. 

She shows how these rapist characteristics are conformist 

in our society and not deviant as we are led to believe. The 

book includes helpful information on solutions ranging from 

rage, self-defense, feminist actions, rape crisis centers and 

neighborhood organization to changing public opinion, the 

laws and the medical, police and court procedures. The book 

contains an excellent and extensive bibliography. 

Agains t Rape 

Andrea Medea and Kathleen ThompsonzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA IT ,<t 

Farra, Stras and Giroux - ; n.n.v ; , 
New York , USA 

A very good book wr i t ten by feminists and published in 1974. 

It is fi l led wi th women's voices. Subti t led: " A Survival Manual 

for Women: How to Avoid Entrapment and How to Cope wi th 

Rape Physically and Emot ional ly" , this book discusses the 

various aspects of rape in a sexist society, why rape occurs, 

who rapes, why rape is increasing, how rape affects women's 

daily lives. The book is also a valuable guide: how to recognize 

and avoid dangerous situations, how to train for self-defense, 

what to do in a situation of rape, the medical, legal, psy-

chological and emotional aspects, the police and the courts. 

It includes a good chapter on " l i t t le rapes", harassment on 

the street and other public places. It includes information 

about rape crisis centers wi th a listing of addresses and a bi-

bliography. A valuable guide. Price US $2.95. 

Crime s Agains t Wome n 

Les Femmes j , 

231 Adrian Road 

Millbrae, California 94030 - j g i T R r H » ' ? A S : 

USA 

Documenting the testimony heard by the Brussels Tribunal on 

the insti tutional, cultural and criminal vict imization of women 

throughout the wor ld , this book is an electrifying account of 

the first International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women. 

This Tribunal was held in Brussels, Belgium in March 1976 

wi th over 2,000 women from for ty countries participating. 

The editors, Diana Russell and Nicole Van de Ven describe 

how the tribunal was organized, recreate the events, record the 

personal testimony, present the resolutions and proposals for 

change, analyze the media's response and assess the impact 

of these five powerful days. Battering and rape are only the 

t ip of the iceberg ~ Crime s Agains t Wome n reveals the 

appalling dimensions of what lies beneath the surface. The 

editors and compilers of this book were organizers and parti-

cipants in thi s tribunal and they have donated the royalties of 

this book to help finance the International Feminist Network. 

The book is available f rom the above address for US $ 5.95 

plus $ .50 postage and handling. 
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G e wa l t G ege n F ra ue n i? 

Erica Fiscl ier, B r i g i t t e L e h m a n n and Ka th l een S t o f f I , 

K iepenheuer & W i t s c h , K o l n , 1 9 7 7 . G e r m a n . 

Inspi red by and based u p o n tes t imon ies g iven at t he I n te rna -

t i ona l T r i b u n a l o f Cr imes Aga ins t W o m e n (Brussels, B e l g i u m , 

March 1 9 7 6 ) , th is exce l l en t b o o k gives a de ta i l ed analysis o f 

v io lence against w o m e n in ou r soc ie ty . T h e au tho rs , w h o are 

A u s t r i a n , cover three m a j o r areas o f v io lence against w o m e n : 

d o m e s t i c / f a m i l y v i o l ence , rape, and and the v io lence 

c o m m i t t e d by medica l i ns t i t u t i ons against w o m e n ( f o r ced 

s te r i l i za t i on , breast remova l , h y s t e r e c t o m y , d rugs , med i ca i i zed 

b i r t h e tc . ) . In each sect ion t hey give cons iderab le space t o 

descr ib ing and analys ing w o m e n ' s in i t i a t i ves , such as refuges 

f o r ba t te red w o m e n , rape crisis cent res, and sel f -help g roups . 

The sect ions o n rape dea l s a t lenfitH w i t h t he m y t h s a b o u t 

rape, abou t rape w i t h i n marr iage, laws o n rape and w o m e n ' s 

in i t ia t ives. There is also a good f i na l sect ion o n the w o m e n ' s 

m o v e m e n t , and some usefu l addresses. 

R a pe ' T h e Pric e o f C oe rciv e S e xua l i t y 

Lorenne Clark and Debra Lewis 

T o r o n t o W o m e n ' s PresszyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA .  t  •  '  

2 8 0 B l oo r St reet West , 3 0 5 \ 

T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o t o - ' j i j i  ? -  i .  

Canada 

A n a l y z i n g rape and the Canad ian j ud i c i a l sys tem, the au tho rs 

show h o w rape is a p r o d u c t o f and perpetuates a m i sogyn i s t 

soc ie ty . Centra l t o the p r o b l e m is the v i ew o f w o m e n as p r o -

pe r t y and the c o n t r o l o f r e p r o d u c t i o n by m e n . Soc ie ty and 

cur ren t laws see m e n as needing p r o t e c t i o n f r o m false accusa-

t i o n by " a l l u r i n g / m a s o c h i s t i c / v i n d i c t i v e " w o m e n . A rape 

v i c t i m n o t o n l y has t o prove t h a t she d i d n o t consen t , b u t 

t ha t it was obv ious t o the rapist and t h a t she used her best 

j udgmen t t o avoid the s i t ua t i on o f r isk . She m u s t p rove t h a t 

she was no t overs tepp ing the b o u n d s de f i ned by a pa t r i a rcha l 

society. T h e au thors rem i nd us t h a t rape is one o f the safest 

cr imes t o c o m m i t . O n l y a t i n y f r a c t i o n o f rapes c o m m i t t e d 

are ever' r e p o r t e d , and o f those r epo r t ed o n l y a f r a c t i o n are 

b rough t t o c o u r t and a t in ie r f r a c t i o n y e t resul t in c o n v i c t i o n 

o f the rapist. 

La w a n d th e S ta tu s o f W o m e nzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA .  . j  .  

Co l umb i a H u m a n Rights L a w Rev iew, U S A , 1 9 7 7 . „ , 

available f r o m : 

Centre f o r Social D e v e l o p m e n t and H u m a n i t a r i a n A f f a i r s 

Un i t ed Na t i ons , N e w Y o r k , 

N.Y. 10010 , USA 

A n an tho logy o f descr ip t i ons and assessments o f t he law as 

i t a f fects w o m e n in 15 coun t r i es (B raz i l , E g y p t , F rance , 

Ghana, Ind ia , Indones ia , I r an , Jama ica , K e n y a , Peru , Ph i -

l ipp ines, Sweden, T o g o , U S A and Yugos lav ia ) , w r i t t e n by 

leading w o m e n lawyers in these coun t r i es . A l t h o u g h t h e 

f o r m a t is s tandard ised, i.e. desc r i p t i ons o f c i v i l l aw , penal 

laws, heal th and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g , educa t i on and t r a i n i n g , 

e m p l o y m e n t and related p r o b l e m s , - the assessments f r o m the 

d i f f e ren t coun t r i es are so var iab le , t h a t c o m p a r i s o n is ha rd l y 

possib le. Some go i n t o great de ta i l , f o r instance, a b o u t rape 

laws, w h i l e o the rs bare ly t o u c h o n i t , o r ( in the case o f Kenya) 

even l amen t t he fac t t h a t w o m e n c a n n o t be t r i ed f o r raping 

m e n ! Nonethe less a usefu l s ta r t i ng reference b o o k w h i c h 

at least te l ls y o u w h a t is o n the s ta tu te b o o k s o f these c o u n -

t r ies . 

W o m e n , C r im e a n d C r i m i n o l o g y , A F e min is t C r i t iqu e 

Caro l S m a r t 

Rou t l edge Kegan and Pau l , '! iVOt f i ;HzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA J -: 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we have n o t seen th i s b o o k b u t i t is recom-

m e n d e d reading by W om e n ' s R e por t , U n i t e d K i n g d o m . Pu-

b l i shed in 1 9 7 7 . 

T h e R ape C ontrove rs y 

A n n a C o o t e and Tess G i l l 

N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l f o r C iv i l L i be r t i es 

186 Kings Cross Road ;zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA -J-

L o n d o n W C 1 X 9 D E 

U n i t e d K i n g d o m 

Th i s b r i e f b u t comprehens i ve p a m p h l e t gives a good overv iew 

o f t he laws o n rape in the U n i t e d K i n g d o m , h o w these laws 

w o r k in p rac t i ce , w h a t t h e rape v i c t i m can expec t f r o m th e 

po l i ce , t he med i ca l e x a m i n a t i o n and the c o u r t s . I t also 

examines the m y t h s s u r r o u n d i n g rape, t he ro le o f rape crisis 

centers, and w h a t t o d o if y o u are a v i c t i m . I t discusses the 

con t rovers ia l 1975 Lo rds ru l i ng o n rape w h i c h states a m a n 

c a n n o t be conv i c ted o f rape i f he bel ieved t h a t a w o m a n 

consen ted t o the act , no m a t t e r h o w unreasonable t h a t be l ie f 

m a y be. T h i s 3 9 page p a m p h l e t is avai lable f o r 50 pence. 

Bre a kin g th e H o l d 

D. S m i t h and V . W o o l l a c o t t 

Vancouve r Rape Rel ie f 

V a n c o u v e r , Canada 

S u b t i t l e d " A B o o k l e t a b o u t Rape P r e v e n t i o n " , th is 48HDage 

w o r k deals w i t h t h e deep and c o m p l e x causes o f v io lence 

d i rec ted t o w a r d w o m e n t h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y and t o d a y . I t 

gives ideas f o r i nd i v i dua l a c t i o n f o r change, i nc lud ing self-

defense and p r e v e n t i o n and organ ized ac t i on f o r change by 
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women, men, and the community. The suggestions for action 
are well-thought out and helpful. It also includes a list of 
resources on self-defense, rape and sexism. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Rape: the Victi m as Crimina l 
Cathleen Schurr 
KNOW, Inc. j  ' 

P.O. Box 86031 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15221 
USA 

These articles clearly expose the injustice of attitudes and 
laws on rape in a sexist society, such as that of the USA; 
how rape is treated in the press, why there is so much silence 
about this crime, why It is so often unreported, the double 
violation of women by the attacker and by society and the 
court, ways of protection and self-defense. 

Rape: The All-Amerlca n Crim e 
Susan GriffenzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Gt o « i «? «- s a i a i s »•-. 

Also published by KNOW, Inc. (see address above), this Is a 
short but very good analysis of rape as a political crime against 
women. Susas Griffen places rape in its context in a patriarchal 
sexist, male-dominated society as a means of keeping women 
terrorized, dominated and in fear. She examines rape as it is 
treated by this society as a crime against male property and 
examines the role of racism, male violence, double sexual 
standard, the family and marriage. 

f 

Fightin g Back: A Self-Defens e Handboo k 
Columbus WAR 
P.O. Box 02084 
Columbus, Ohio 43202 
USA ' 

The 16 pages of this booklet are fille d with numerous tip s 
for avoiding and resisting rape. Price: US .40 plus .20 postage. 

The Violen t Sex: 
Male Psycholog y and the Evolutio n of Consciousnes s 
Laurel Holliday 
Bluestocking Books 
Box 475 ' .  s,  -  '  .  

Guerneville, California 95446 
USA 

"Maleness is a biocultural phenomenon". The main argument 
of this book is that aggressiveness and violence which are much 
greater in men than women, are the result not just of socializa-
tion, but also of biology. Drawing on studies in the fields  of 
biochemistry, neurology, genetics, endocrinology, psychology, 
behavioural sciences and paleoanthropology. Laure l Hollida y 

shows that not only are males more disposed to be aggressive 
from birth but also this aggressiveness is biologically connected 
with the male sex hormone, androgen. This turns the thesis 
that sex behaviour is entirely socially conditioned on its head. 
However, the book makes an important link between biology 
and environment throughout the book. Violence is not just a 
question of body chemistry. Published in 1978. Price: 
US$ 4.95. 

Not a Fleetin g Rage: a Handboo k on Rape • . ; T 

San Francisco WAR - C3S 

1800 Market Street . ; - t i  : « 

Box 139 ;n r . 

San Francisco, California 94102 
USA 'zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA ' - - - ^  -  <v- . v 

This 48 page booklet contains information on a wide range 
of subjects including harassment from men on the streets, 
child rape, rape laws, the morning after pill, self-defense 
and brief discussions on the historical, political and social 
origins of rape. 

Sexual Shakedown : The Sexual Harassmen t of Women on 
the Job 
Lin Farley 
McGraw-Hill (1978) 
New York, USA 

Presenting a feminist analysis of sexual harassment of women, 
this book explores the effects of sexual harassment on women 
at work. It makes connections between the threat of rape on 
all women and the threat of sexual harassment on working 
women. A good introduction to a complex subject. 

Women Agains t Rape (WAR) ^ 
c/o Falling Wall Press Ltd., 
79 Richmond Road, 
Bristol 6 
England. 

Collected testimonies and reports from a meeting in London. 
July 1977, where women denounced rape, recounted their 
experiences and told about what they are doing to stop it. 
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The meeting took the form of a trial against the Law, the 

police, the Government and rapists. Edited by Ruth Hal l , 

this book is one in a series produced by the Power of Women 

Collective (wages for housework group) and published by 

Falling Wall Press. Other t it les include: Al l Work and No 

Pay, women, housework and the wages due, edited by Wendy 

Edmond and Suzie Felm ing, Sex, Race and Class by Selma 

James, and Women's Liberat ion and Revolut ion, a bibliogra-

phy compiled by Sheila Rowbotham . Falling Wall Press has 

pamphlets listing all publicat ions, prices etc. 

Aegis 

Magazine on Ending Violence Against Women 

Box 21033 

Washington, D.C. 20009 ^ ^ . . j , ^ -̂ ^^ 

tel: (202) 543 5580 

Aegis is the most comprehensive and excellent resource on 
violence against women currently being produced. Its stated 
purpose is " to aid the efforts of fem inists work ing to end 
violence against women. To this end. Aegis provides practical 

information and resources for grassroots organizers, along 
with promoting continuing discussion among feminists of the 
root causes of rape, battering, sexual harassment and other 
forms of violence against wom en". Although clearly dealing 
mainly with the US situat ion, the listings of groups, projects, 
publications and many of the articles wi l l be relevant and 
helpful to women elsewhere. The magazine is produced by a 
coalit ion cf three groups, two of which previously had their 
own newsletter. The groups are: the National Com m unicat ion 
Network (NCN) which focuses on issues in the battered 
women's movement, the Feminist All iance Against Rape 
(FAAR) which focuses on organizing against rape and other 
forms of violence against wom en, and the Alliance Against 
Sexual Coercion (AASC) which writes a sub-section for 
FAAR about sexual harassment at the workplace, and provides 
services to women who are sexually harassed on their jobs. 
Aegis is published six times a year with the following sub-
scription rates: individual US$8.75 (US$10.00 outside North 
Am erica), inst itut ion US$20.00 (US$25.00 outside North 
Am erica). Al l subscription requests should be addressed to 
FAAR at the above address. Art icles submitted to Aegis 
should be sent to the appropriate publicat ion group, care 
of the above address. 

Alliance Against Sexual Coercion (AASC) 

Box 1 

Cambridge, Ma. 02139 
USA 

AASC is a feminist group with the ult imate goal of elim inat ing 
sexual harassment at the workplace. The group's com m itm ent 
is both to individuals trapped in abusive situations and to 
groups working towards a more profound transformation 
of society. With this in m ind, strategies are measured in terms 
of immediate effectiveness and long-range im plicat ions. 
Sexual harassment at the workplace must be linked with other 
condit ions affecting wom en, part icularly violence against 

women and econom ic issues. A basic assumption of the group 

is that the failure of our social system to respond to women's 

needs is rooted in unequal dist ribut ion of power and resources 

inherent to this social structure. Direct service to women 

workers include: legal opt ions and referrals, unemployment 

compensation referrals for women who quit their jobs, 

emotional support, and vocational and educational counseling 

referrals. See also Aegis listed in this Bul let in, for details of 

their publicat ion activit ies. 

"Women and Violence" 
Heresies 6 
P.O. Box 766 
Canal Street Stat ion 
New York , NY 10013 
USA 

This 130-page issue of Heresies is a hotch-potch collect ion 
of more than 100 articles, poems, think-pieces and reports. 
"Wom en and Violence" is taken in a very broad sense, cover-
ing rape, battering, genital m ut i lat ion, psycho-surgery, the 
media, homeworkers, prison, and historical images of wom en. 
The articles are extremely varied, and for this reason the 
publicat ion is somewhat uneven (and in the way it is 
presented), and it is especially geared to an American 
audience. However, there are some important analytical 
art icles, such as, "Why the Women's Movement cannot be 
non-violent " by Karen Hagberg " A social history of battered 
wom en" by Mary Metzger, and 'The social meaning of 
violence" by Janet Koenig. The collect ive which produced 
this issue clearly sets the problem of violence in a class/ race/  
sex context , demonstrating that you cannot look at violence 
without dealing with the whole gammut of socially oppressive 
structures. Heresies is a quarterly fem inist publicat ion on art 
and polit ics, costing US$ ^ (p lus US$ 2 postage outside USA 
and Canada) for four issues, US$ 18 for inst itut ions. Single 
copies US$ 3 .50 . 

Vict im ology an International Journal 

Visage Press, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3 9 0 4 5 , Washington D.C. 20016 

Volum e I, No. 2 Summer 1976 

A 378-page collect ion of essays on theoretical perspectives, 

treatment and prevent ion, inst itut ional vict im izat ion, vict im 

services and several articles on rape vict im s. Very academic and 

not part icularly fem inist . 
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Women' s Right s Law Reporte r * zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
c/o Transaction Periodicals Consortium *' 

Rutgers University 

New Brunswick, N. J . 08903 

USA zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

A quarterly feminist legal journal published by students at 

Rutgers University School of Law. Gives analysis and com-

mentary on sex-based discrimination and the impact of law as 

it affects women. Several issues have been devoted to covering 

rape laws and analysis of proposed changes. V o l . 4, No. 3, 

1978 contains a particularly interesting article "Representa-

tion of Women Who Defend Themselves in Response to 

Physical or Sexual Assaul t " by Elizabeth Schneider and Susan 

Jordan. The article deals with how to win an acquittal on 

grounds of "justifiable homic ide" when a woman has 

murdered in self-defense in a situation of rape or battering. 

Annual subscription: individual US$12.00 (US$ 14 outside 

North America), institution US$ 24.00 (US$ 26.00 outside 

North America). 

Atak Lor FamzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA : ^ j, , , , , . ,^ , ;- ? ^  ;. . .. ; 

Muvman Liberasyon Fam -mc^ jzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA i^':' io 
c/o Libreri Morisyana 

36 Sir Virgil Naz Street 

Port Louis 

Mauritius 

As part of its campaign against rape, the Muvman Liberasyon 

Fam of Mauritius has published this 34-page booklet in Creole 

on rape, with information about the definit ion of rape in a 

patriarchal society, self-defense, and actions against violence 

against women. 

"Rape Avoidance and Resistance: A Nonviolent App roach " 

WIN T=>'ft;.T-rt 

Mary Crane ^ 

503 Atlantic Avenue, 5th floor 

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

USA 

In this article, Mary Crane analyzes some of the theses of the 

practice of nonviolence and finds that they are very male-

oriented. Many of the positions of the nonviolent movement 

do not apply to women. For example, the movement asserts 

the necessity of overcoming aggressiveness, yet women need to 

overcome their passivity and to learn some aggressiveness in 

order to overcome the injustice of rape. On this basis, Mary 

Crane goes on to discuss forms of nonviolent resistance to 

rape. This article is followed by a critique by Wendy Schwartz 

who asserts that "I believe its's also essential to establish 

that violence to ourselves is no more acceptable than violence 

to others... I feel it's necessary to prevent rape in any available 

and reasonable way" . Other articles in this issue are on ' T h e 

Martial Arts: Options for Women's Self-Defense", by Cathy 

Carson and "Contradict ions Between Feminist Anger and 

Nonviolent Pract ice" by Pam Mc All ister. This issue is 

essential reading for all those in or interested in the nonviolent 

movement. 

Women Agains t Graphi c Rape, 

3700 Chestnut 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19104 
U S A "  , M 

in our everyday lives, many women find that we cannot walk 

down a street, read a magazine or newspaper, or listen to radio 

or television, without being affronted by some dehumanizing 

portrayal of women. Sometimes we feel outraged, sometimes 

we tell ourselves that we are over-reacting. Almost always, 

we have feelings of frustration. 

Women Against Graphic Rape is a group of women working 

to end the public display of women as victims: helpless and 

vulnerable. We have organized in order to promote effective 

protest against the visual abuse of women: depictions of rape, 

sadism, battery, and dehumanizing acts against women. 

Women Against Graphic Rape has decided to focus our protest 

on public displays, such as billboards, shop windows, and 

other visual depictions of violence against women. We are 

organizing a telephone tree which wi l l be engaged whenever 

we discover instances of graphic rape. 

Women Agains t Violenc e Agains t Women - WAV AW ; ' -
P.O. Box 928 Station Q 

Toronto, Ontario •  

Canada 

Set up after the national day of women against violence 

against women (november 5, 1977) this action group will 

support any women on the issues listed in their demands. 

These demands cover: 

- freedom of movement for all women in city or country-

side, unmolested either physically or verbally 

- action which focuses on taking the profit out of violence 

and hate propaganda against women and NOT harassment 

of working women 

- decriminalization of prostitution 

- that rape is a crime based on hate and not on sex, and 

intended to confirm men's power over all women 

- that police and court respond to wife and chi ld beating 

as they would (or should) to any assault 

- the elimination of female job ghettos and the growing 

wage gap between men and women 

- the right of any woman to bear and raise children in 

dignity and freedom from economic want, i.e. adequate 

support for single mothers, and no separation of children 

from mothers because of their lesbianism 
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- the decriminalization of abortion and the provision of 
women-run clinics where good healthcare, birth control 
information and safe abortions will be available free to 
all women 

- dignified treatment of women in prisons and so-called 
correctional institutions 

- the right of women to express themselves sexually - no 
harassment or discrimination for lesbian sexual orienta-
tion 

- that forced sterilization of immigrant and native women 
be stopped 

- an end to violence against women in mental health 
institutions and the offices of private psychotherapists. 

Solidarit e Femmes 

B.P. 15zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA • k 
76800 St. Etienne-du Rouvray ^ 
France 
tel: 60 54 70 

Principally a group to give solidarity and practical help to 
battered women, this group is set up to help all women in the 
region who suffer moral or physical violence. They produce an 
irregular magazine (in French) called Solidarit e Femmes. 

Violenc e Agains t Women - ' = ^ . 

National Conference on Violence Against Women, October 
2-5 1979, Executive Tower Inn. Denver, Colorado, USA. 
"For the first time a national conference will address acts of 
violence- committed against women as a single social phe-
nomenon. Sexual assault, battering, marital rape, sexual 
harassment on the job, incest, pornography, and rape... Will 
be explored from the perspective of sex-role stereotyping and 
socialization, and thei r contributions to perpetuating pre-
judice and discrimination". This description is from the 
pamphlet announcing the conference. For further details 
contact: Workshops, Institutes and Conferences, Metropolitan 
State College, 1006 11th Street, Box 9, Denver, Co. 80204, 
USA. 

This Film is Abou t Rape 
Canadian Filmmakers Distribution Center 
406 Jarvis St. 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2G6. 

"An analysis of rape that is intended to reach people at an 
emotional level so tha t the y may wish to change some of 
their possibly wrong ideas about rape - a subject permeated 
by myths . The facts and many more are discusse d in the 

film. The message is that rape is not a crime of sex, but one of 
assault, using sexual humiliation as its method. The film 
is serious without being militant. It presents a very painful 
fact of our lives in a compassionate manner". The film is 
accompanied by "Rape Prevention Resource Manual". Colour 
29 min.. Rental $ 30.00, sale $ 395.00. 

Battere d Women : A Hidde n Crim e 
Slide show by Cathy Avina 
Battered Women's Project 
Minnesota Department of Corrections, 
Metro Square Building, 
St.Paul,Mn. 55102 
USA 

This slide-tape show demonstrates one woman's experience 
with violence, the reactions of her family, and two attempts 
to leave the situation. In the first attempt she is seen as defeat-
ed by the humiliation she experiences at the hands of various 
agencies and bureaucracies and by her isolation and fear of 
living alone. The second, and successful flight is to a shelter. 
A good basic introduction to the issue of battering. 

Nobod y Told Me: Childhood Sexual Abus e 
Feminist Radio Network 
P.O. Box 5537 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
USA 

A one-half hour audio tape for use in organizing, education 
and broadcasting concludes that " i t appears that the only 
long term solution to the problem of childhood sexual assault, 
as with rape and battering, is to change the age-old attitudes 
which view women and children as property...". Cassettes 
US$ 7; 7 1/2 IPS reel $ 8; 3 3/4 IPS reel $ 7. 

Disarm Rapists 
c/o Betsy Warrior, 
46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge, Ma. 02139 
USA 

A poster costing US$ 1.50 plus 50 cents postage, original, 
heavy paper, 17 x 22, black on white. 

Betsy Warrior has also produced an excellent resource book 
on battered women, called Working on Wife Abuse , now in 
its 7th edition (114 pages). It is a directory of coalitions, 
task forces, groups and individuals working to offer support. 
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refuges and services to battered women both inside and 

outside the U S A . Lists publications pertinent to the issues, 

including books, f i lms, research studies, statistical reports, 

theses, posters, pamphlets, speeches, funding sources, etc. 

Also contains an introduction examining the history and 

purposes of refuges. US $ 5.00 from the above address. 

"Rape: ' In 'and Dangerous" 

Emergency Librarian 

c/o Phyllis Yaffe 

39 Edith Drive 

Toronto, Ontario M4R 1Y9 

Canada 

In the July/August 1976 issue of this magazine intended 
primarily for feminist librarians, there is an excellent bi-
bliography on rape. The fol lowing books and films are taken 
from it. 

Rape! Vict ims of Crisis 

Ann Wolpert Burgess and Lynda Lyt le Holmstrom 

Robert J . Brady Co. (Prentice-Hall) 

1974 

While it is intended primarily for those who are involved in 

the immediate crisis situation, it tells a whole lot about rape, 

its victims, its perpetrators, the medical, legal, and law en-

forcement problems, and everything else concerned, all in a 

readable, fascinating form-including a chapter on male 

homosexual rape. " • " 

Rape: The Firs t Sourc e boo k for Women 

Noreen Connell and Cassandra Wilson, eds. 

New American Library " 

1974 

Writings by New York Radical Feminists on every aspect of 

rape-from the heavy feminist standpoint. Covers C-R, psy-

chosexual abuse, feminist action, formation of rape pre-

vention groups, self-defense, and more. Highly recommended. 

Sexual Assault : Confrontin g Rape in Americ a 

Nancy Gager and Cathleen Schurr 

Grosset and Dunlap 

1976 # 

This is the second book on rape you should own if you can 
only afford two. About the best book of its kind on every 

aspect of rape except what Brownmiller covered in her 

excellent book. Highly recommended (available in both trad e 
and paper editions). Fine bibliography. 

9 9 9 

Hot Line ! n rv: 

Margaret 0 . Hyde 
McGraw-Hi l l 

1976 

A juvenile book that has some good things to say about crisis-

intervention work, especially hotlines, and especially using 

the hotline if you're a youthful vict im, as so many of the rape 

victims who call us are. Not for young kinds, but certainly for 

young adults. 

Speak Out on Rape! 

Margaret O. Hyde . ; ; 

McGraw-Hi l l 

1976 

Classified as juvenile literature, this is an excellent overview 

for mature children and Y A ' s , written in clear, readable style 

and yet containing a vast amount of information on all aspects 

of rape, including rape crisis centers and outdated laws and 

how to change them. 

Rape: The Bai t and the Trap . , . A v 

Jean MacKellar " ' '.. 

Crown 

1975 

Interesting only because it is a good example of what makes 

the myths f lourish. Based on Amir 's study of rapists, the 

author's thesis is an amplif ication of his findings, which seem 

to be that the rapist is more to be pitied than censured, and 

that "woman's role in rape is not a simple one " - i.e., women 

help a bit, too. A very dangerous book and one that should 

be read and evaluated very carefully before purchase. 

How to Say No to a Rapis t - and Surviv e 

Frederick Storaska 

Random 

1975zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA ^  . I  "\

Possibly the worst book around on rape, by a self-styled 

"au thor i ty " who is getting rich on this book and his lecturing-

but who is also under investigation in several states for a 
number of irregularities. Makes getting raped sound like sort 

of fun, especially once you learn to flatter and cajole (sexily) 

your attacker and thus disarm him. Rape is not fun, however, 

and phonies like this lull many women into a sense of false 

security regarding the handling of rapists. A very dangerous 

book that should be looked at very carefully before it is 

disseminated. 
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FILMS 

Rape Aler t 
Charles Cahill 
17 min. colour film 
Aims Instructional Media 
1975 ... 

A black policewoman in L.A. talks about how you can avoid 
getting raped or fight back if it happens. Contradicts 
Storaska's ideas, and good for that reason as well as its sensible 
content. 

Rape Cultur e 
Margaret Lazerus and Renner Winderllch 
25 min, colour film 
Cambridge Documentary Films 
1975 . , , , , , 

The whole socialization process that leads men to rape and 
women to become victims of rape. Very good. 

No Tears for Rachel 
National Educational Television 
Educational Broadcasting Corp. 
27 min. colour film 
Indiana University Audio-Visual Center 

d 

Good film on how a rape victim is treated by police, friends, 
and family, the medical profession, and the legal profession. 
Deals with the lasting paranoia felt by many women who have 
been raped, attitudes of males, especially husbands of rape 
victims, and boyfriends. Powerful and moving. 

Sex and Violenc e 
27 min. colour film 
Benchmark Films 
1976 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

-,0 

POLAN D 

An article in the Gazeta Lubusk a of Zielona Gora, Poland, 
dated 5 November 1977 reports on the handling of rape cases 
in the courts. When women bring charges of rape, they are 
treate d in the courts as if they were the accused. They are 
subjected to interrogation on such things as, why did they 
use the public underground transportation, knowing that this 
is risky; why did they choose deserted streets to go home 
by; why did they get into empty lifts, etc. As far as the 
aggressors are concerned, the medical doctors often testify 
that the poor fellow is sick, therefore, innocent. 

One of the best films I've seen on rape--powerful and 
informative. Talks with victims, a child victim's mother (the 
child raped three times!), a prosecutor, a judge, and others 
give a vivid picture of this nasty business, but the most 
frightening part is the discussion at the end with several 
rapists now in prison: it is simply horrifying. Highl y recom -
mended ! (Also available is an excellent 8-page guide to the 
film and to subsequent discussion). 

How to Say No to a Rapis t - And Surviv e 
Harry Wilard 
52 min. colour film 
Learning Corporation of America 
1975 '* 

Every bit as bad as Storaska's book, on which it is based. A 
very dangerous film, especially as it has received rave reviews-
all from men and/or non-feminists, of course. (See review 
of Storaska's book). 

While there is very little material available on rape in Eastern 
Europe, this article indicates tha t perhaps things are not so 
different there than in Western Europe. 

MEXICO ^ " ^ . . -

"One out of every six Mexican women has been a rape victim, 
the president of the National Association to Aid Raped 
Women said yesterday. Maria Urquidi said that many girls 
between the ages of 6 and 8 are sexually assaulted by members 
of their families. She said that local courts are not tough 
enough with men accused of rape and that judges often free 
defendents in exchange for bribes". Internationa l Herald 
Tribune , 1 June 1978. 
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i n te rn a t i o n a l  fe m i n i st  n e tw o rk zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

tiio^^zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA -'sv* Vst td ^aaoi. 

The In te rna t i ona l Femin i s t Ne twor l< ( I F N ) is an i n te rna t i ona l 

n e t w o r k t o mob i l i ze s u p p o r t and so l i da r i t y f o r w o m e n . 

The h i s to ry o f people 's so l i da r i t y i n t e rna t i ona l l y is l o n g : 

there are n o w we l l establ ished organ isat ions t o f i g h t f o r 

wo rke r s ' r igh ts , f o r t he release o f po l i t i ca l p r i soners , and 

against racism. B u t there has been no such o rgan isa t i on 

fo r w o m e n . Over the past decade we have c o m e t o realise 

the ex ten t o f the count less in just ices against w o m e n t h r o u g h -

o u t the w o r l d , and i f we are t o gain s t reng th and p o w e r t o 

c o m b a t these in just ices, i t is impera t i ve t o create and b u i l d 

up i n te rna t i ona l so l i da r i t y . I F N is an a t t e m p t t o d o t h i s . 

I F N started af ter the In te rna t i ona l T r i b u n a l on Cr imes Aga ins t 

W o m e n in Brussels, Be l g i um , in March 1 9 7 6 . T h e idea was t h a t 

there shou ld be c o n t i n u i n g s u p p o r t and p u b l i c i t y f o r c r imes 

against w o m e n anywhere . ISIS coo rd i na tes I F N b y sending 

ou t appeals f o r s u p p o r t t o na t i ona l c o n t a c t peop le in (at 

present) t w e n t y - f o u r coun t r i es . These na t i ona l con tac ts 

then disseminate the i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h i n the i r o w n coun t r i es , 

f o r ac t i on . Usua l l y , t he ac t i on t o be t a k e n consists o f sending 

telegrams and let ters o f p ro tes t o r s u p p o r t , o f organis ing 

demons t ra t i ons , and o f ge t t i ng na t i ona l and i n te rna t i ona l 

pub l i c i t y f o r t h e case. A n y w o m a n or g r o u p o f w o m e n can 

send in i n f o r m a t i o n t o ISIS f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n t h r o u g h I F N . 

The guidel ines under w h i c h I F N operates f o r t a k i n g u p cases 

are as f o l l o w s : 

a) p r i o r i t y is given t o suppo r t i ng f e m i n i s t issues and w o m e n 

n o t suppor ted by o the r k inds o f n e t w o r k s o r channe ls ; 

b) w o m e n shou ld be suppo r t ed even if t he issue is n o t p a r t i -

cu la r l y " f e m i n i s t " wherever t he i r struggles are l o o k e d o n 

as " s e c o n d a r y " , (e.g. w o m e n po l i t i ca l p r i soners , w o m e n 

in m i x e d groups such as l abour u n i o n s , l i be ra t i on m o v e -

ments e tc . ) ; 

c) care is taken t h a t the I F N is n o t used as an i n s t r u m e n t 

o f ma le -domina ted or ma le -o r ien ted g roups . 

The cases we have deal t w i t h up t o n o w have i n c l u d e d : a b o r t i o n 

campaigns, v i c t ims o f s te r i l i za t i on abuse, w o m e n w o r k e r s ' 

struggles f o r the i r r igh ts , f o r c e d k i d n a p p i n g , v i c t ims o f rape, 

and w o m e n w h o have de fended themselves against rape and 

ba t te r ing . Since ou r last repo r t in t h e ISIS Bulletin N o . 10 

(w in ter 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 ) , t he f o l l o w i n g cases have been t a k e n u p : 

1 . Y vonn e W a nrow , a nat ive A m e r i c a n w o m a n ( U S A ) , 

w h o had t o stand t r ia l a second t i m e f o r second degree 

murder . In Augus t 1972 Y v o n n e W a n r o w shot and k i l l ed in 

self-defense a w h i t e c h i l d moles ter w h o trespassed o n the 

Colvi l le reservat ion and b roke i n t o t he house whe re she was 

stay ing. He had moles ted her son and her ne ighbour ' s c h i l d 

be fo re . Pol ice d i d n o t respond t o her cal ls t h e n . Y v o n n e 

feared f o r her safety and t h e safety o f her c h i l d r e n . She was 

c o n v i c t e d o f second degree m u r d e r and second degree assault 

o n M o t h e r ' s Day o f 1 9 7 3 . She d i d n o t face a j u r y o f her 

peers - t h e j u r y was w h i t e . She had t o f i g h t f o r the r igh t t o 

wear her nat ive dress in c o u r t . Her c o n v i c t i o n was largely 

based o n her p h o n e cal l t o t he po l i ce a f te r t he shoo t i ng . 

T h e p r o s e c u t i o n charged t h a t her vo ice o n the phone ( the 

po l i ce tape- recorded i t ) was t o o ca lm f o r a w o m a n w h o jus t 

k i l l ed a m a n in sel f -defense. T h e ma l e c o u r t w o u l d have 

bel ieved her m o r e had her vo ice been hys te r i ca l . 

T h i s c o n v i c t i o n was ove r t u rned o n grounds the tape o f the 

p h o n e cal ls t o t he po l i ce t o r epo r t t he shoo t i ng was i m p r o -

pe r l y used in t he t r i a l . H o w e v e r , the state p rosecu to r pressed 

f o r a r e t r i a l , and she was t r i ed again o n A p r i l 2 , 1 9 7 9 , under 

t he f e l o n y - m u r d e r l aw. I n t he days be fo re the t r i a l , let ters 

p o u r e d i n t o W a s h i n g t o n S ta te in s u p p o r t o f Y v o n n e . A t the 

t r i a l she p leaded g u i l t y t o mans laugh te r and second degree 

assaul t , and received a f i ve-year suspended sentence. She 

w i l l be o n p r o b a t i o n f o r f i ve years - b u t she w i l l be f ree! 

T h e Y v o n n e W a n r o w Defense C o m m i t t e e feels t ha t the intense 

pressure f r o m Y v o n n e ' s suppor te rs was a key fac to r in her 

v i c t o r y . F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m : Y v o n n e W a n r o w Defense 

C o m m i t t e e , 1 2 0 5 S o u t h T o w e r , Seat t l e , W a . 9 8 1 0 4 , U S A . 

2 . Je nn a Ke lsi e w h o sho t and k i l l ed her ex-husband 

in 1973 w h i l e he was beat ing her . Th i s was af ter years o f 

repeated beat ings, i nc l ud i ng a near-death acc ident in w h i c h 

he d rove her car o f f t h e road w i t h his t r u c k . A l l th is was 

sys temat i ca l l y i gnored b y the local po l i ce . She was conv i c ted 

o f second-degree m u r d e r and s tar ted serving a 15-16 year 

sentence in 1 9 7 6 a t t he Ind iana W o m e n ' s p r i s o n . A p e t i t i o n 

f o r c l e m e n c y is n o w being p r e p a r e d . M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m : 

Caro l Heg l and , 4 4 0 7 L i n w o o d C t . 1 , Ind ianapo l i s , I n d . 

4 6 2 0 1 , U S A . 

3 . Ja nic e P a inte r w h o was c o n v i c t e d f o r shoo t i ng her 

s o n , a V i e t n a m ve teran w h o had repeated ly abused her , he r 

b l i n d h u s b a n d , her o t h e r ch i l d ren and t w o e lder l y w o m e n , 

a f te r he t h rea tened and t h e n phys i ca l l y a t t acked her w h e n 

she t r i ed t o ca l l t h e po l i ce . She is appeal ing her l i fe sentence 

f o r f i rs t -degree m u r d e r . A t her t r i a l , her c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d 

law/yer f a i l ed t o represent her adequa te l y , and she herself 

was o n heavy m e d i c a t i o n f o r her in jur ies and c o u l d n o t 

e f fec t i ve l y de fend hersel f . C o n t a c t t h e Janice Painter 

Defense C o m m i t t e e , P.O. Box 1 0 1 8 , T a c o m a , W a . 9 8 4 0 1 , 

U S A . She needs s u p p o r t and m o n e y . 

4 . M a r i a A n t o n i a P a lla , a Portuguese w o m a n j ou rna l i s t 

w h o was accused o f " m o r a l o f f e n c e s " and o f "encourag ing 
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c r i m e " because she was responsib le f o r a f i l m shown on 

te lev is ion in 1 9 7 6 , w h i c h t a l k e d abou t a b o r t i o n and the 

aspi ra t ion (Ka rman) m e t h o d . T h e f i l m was pa r t o f a series 

( N o m e : Mu lher ) f o r w h i c h Mar ia A n t o n i a was responsib le, 

and w h i c h has been banned ever s ince. 

The law on a b o r t i o n in Por tugal is near l y a c e n t u r y o l d , and 

penalises any a b o r t i o n or accompl i ce t o a b o r t i o n w i t h 2-8 

years i m p r i s o n m e n t . Insp i te o f pressure t o change th is l aw, 

no th i ng has ye t been done by the Assemb ly o f Repub l i c 

(Portuguese Par l i ament ) . There are a b o u t 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 abo r t i ons 

every year in Por tuga l and 2 ,000 w o m e n are es t ima ted t o die 

because o f bad c o n d i t i o n s . Mar ia A n t o n i a ' s f i l m t a l ked a b o u t 

th is and showed a w o m e n ' s g roup t h a t p e r f o r m e d abo r t i ons 

by the K a r m a n m e t h o d . 

Because o f na t iona l and i n te rna t i ona l pressure, Mar i a A n t o n i a 

PallazyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA was acquitted on June 11, 1979. 

B U T , the struggle goes on w i t h the case o f Conceiqao Massano 

do Santos, a 22-year -o ld w o m a n , and m o t h e r o f a t w o - y e a r - o l d 

g i r l . She is go ing o n t r i a l , accused o f t h e " c r i m e " o f an 

abo r t i on w h i c h she had o n 1 9 7 6 . She is m a r r i e d t o a w o r k i n g 

m a n , w h o was t hen her b o y f r i e n d , and he is be ing i n c r i m i n a t -

ed , as we l l as a w o m a n f r i e n d , because t h e y he lped her t o 

have th is a b o r t i o n . T h e y m i g h t get f o u r years in p r i s o n , and 

she risks a pena l t y o f e ight years. Conce ipao is very p o o r and 

lives in a smal l vi l lage in A l e n t e j o , A ldesa dos Fernandos , Rua 

Nova no . 2 2 , A l m o d o v a r . 

The Portuguese Na t i ona l A b o r t i o n and C o n t r a c e p t i o n Cam-

paign ( C N A C ) is s u p p o r t i n g her , b u t t hey are c o u n t i n g o n the 

help o f w o m e n all a round the w o r l d , w h o have a l ready 

suppor ted Mar ia A n t o n i a Palla and have pressed the govern -

m e n t and pub l i c o p i n i o n f o r her a c q u i t t a l . C N A C asks all 

w o m e n and w o m e n ' s organisat ions f o r suppo r t t o s top th is 

t r ia l and free Conceipao and all the o the r w o m e n w h o have 

abor t i ons and are n o w r i sk ing i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

They ask f o r demons t ra t i ons o f so l i da r i t y such as: 

— demons t ra t i ons at Portuguese Embassies 

— telegrams t o the Presidente da R e p u b l i c a , Presidente da 

Assembleia da Repub l i ca , and the M i n i s t r o da Jus t ipa , 

L i sboa, Por tugal (copies t o C N A C ) 

— pressing the In te rna t i ona l press t o pub l i sh th is case, w h i c h 

is against the Portuguese c o n s t i t u t i o n and against w o m e n ' s 

r ights. 

Con tac t : C N A C , Rua Rodr igues Sampa i o No 7 9 - r / c , L i sboa , 

Por tuga l . 

5. On 3 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 7 9 , t hezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Progressiv e W om e n ' s O rga -

nisa tio n o f T u rke y was banned b y a Mar t i a l L a w C o m m a n d 

o f I s tanbu l . T h e head o f f i c e and all b ranch o f f i ces were 

searched and closed d o w n , and several o f f i ce rs were de ta i ned . 

PWO has a membersh i p o f over 1 5 , 0 0 0 , and none o f t he i r 

act iv i t ies cons t i tu tes a breach o f the l aw, acco rd i ng t o t he i r 

repor t . O n J u l y 20 -23 the w o m e n organised a long march 

and d e m o n s t r a t i o n t o a t t r ac t i n te rna t i ona l s u p p o r t . C o n t a c t : 

Beria Onger , B a k i r k o y , Z e y t i n l i k M a h . , Hocahasan S k . N o . 

1/2, I s tanbu l , T u r k e y . 

6. N o rm a Jea n S e re na , P i t t sbu rg , U S A , whose case was 

sent o u t earl ier t h r o u g h I F N , f i n a l l y w o n pa r t o f her f i g h t . 

She charged t h a t Wel fare o f f i c ia l s p laced her c h i l d r e n in fos te r 

homes and had her s ter i l i zed against her w i l l . W h e n her case 

came u p f o r t r i a l , t h e v e r d i c t , a r r i ved a t b y an a l l -wh i te j u r y 

o f six m e n and t w o w o m e n , dec lared t h a t the t w o social 

w o r k e r s were g u i l t y o f mis represent ing Serena's case and 

p laced her c h i l d r e n in fos te r homes unde r false pretenses. 

As c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r t h a t and f o r the years Serena has spent 

t r y i n g t o get her c h i l d r e n b a c k , t he c o u r t awarded her US$ 

1 7 . 0 0 0 . 

Howeve r , t he j u r y dec ided t h a t Serena had given consent f o r 

her s t e r i l i za t i on , a l t hough the paper she has signed was da ted 

the day a f ter t he o p e r a t i o n . Th i s c o n f u s i o n has had some 

i m p a c t on the D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n and Wel fare 's 

dec is ion t o set up gu ide l ines o n s te r i l i za t i on , des ignat ing a 

30 -day w a i t i n g p e r i o d in be tween s igning consen t f o r m s and 

hav ing a federa l l y f u n d e d s te r i l i za t i on p rocedu re . 

7 . A S o u t h Wales w o m a n ( U n i t e d K i n g d o m ) is on 

remand at Puck l echu rch R e m a n d Cen t re , accused o f mu rde r -

ing her ex -husband . She has been d i v o r c e d f o r three years, 

d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e she and her three ch i l d ren aged n ine , 

seven and th ree were te r ro r i sed b y her ex -husband . He b roke 

i n t o her h o m e and des t royed p r o p e r t y , as we l l as using v i o -

lence and threats o f v io lence . 

Last N o v e m b e r th i s w o m a n came t o a W o m e n ' s A i d refuge 

f o r p r o t e c t i o n against h i m and l e f t t he refuge c o n f i d e n t and 

" t o g e t h e r " . 

Her ex-husband b r o k e i n to her h o m e and lay in w a i t f o r her 

o n her r e t u r n o n Chr i s tmas Eve. W h e n she ar r ived there was a 

struggle w h e n he t r i ed t o assault her , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e he 

received fa ta l in jur ies. She was t hen arrested and charged w i t h 

murder. She has been repeated ly refused ba i l . N e w p o r t 

W o m e n ' s A i d and W o m e n ' s A c t i o n G r o u p are g iv ing her 

s u p p o r t . 

Th i s w o m a n despera te ly needs s u p p o r t . She is p lead ing n o t 

g u i l t y , b u t if t he case is p roved she c o u l d go t o p r i son f o r 

t en years at least. Le t te rs o f s u p p o r t and dona t i ons t o her 

Defence F u n d , c /o N e w p o r t W o m e n ' s A i d , P.O. Box 1 1 , 

N e w p o r t , Wales. 
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8.zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA Dessi e W oods . T h e struggle t o f ree Dessie W o o d s is p i c k i n g 

up m o m e n t u m and i t is v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t t h a t we c o n t i n u e t o 

suppor t her . We are present ing the deta i ls o f her case here. 

Please suppor t Dessie by any o f t he ac t ions l is ted b e l o w . 

On June 16, 1975 Dessie W o o d s , a 32-year -o ld b lack m o t h e r 

o f t w o c h i l d r e n , successful ly de fended hersel f and a f r i e n d , 

Chery l T o d d , against an a rmed rape a t tack by w h i t e R o n n i e 

H o m e . She got his (un l icensed) gun and shot and k i l l ed h i m . 

Woods was sentenced t o a 22-year t e r m in Georgia 's W o m e n ' s 

Ins t i tu te o f Cor rec t i ons . 

The Nat iona l C o m m i t t e e t o Free Dessie W o o d s repor ts t h a t 

Dessie has been subjected t o b ru ta l t r e a t m e n t d u r i n g the last 

three years because she is s t rong , m i l i t a n t and p r o u d o f her 

Afr icaness. T h e y repo r t t h a t she has been beaten , d r u g g e d , 

held nude in a f reez ing-co ld i so la t ion cel l and den ied v is i ts 

f r o m her ch i l d ren and suppor ters . She has been t a k e n t w i c e t o 

Mi l ledvi l lage State Men ta l I n s t i t u t i o n a n d , accord ing t o t he 

C o m m i t t e e , she has been drugged w i t h p r o l i x i n , (gener ic 

name: f l uphenaz i ne ) , a very dangerous m i n d - c o n t r o l l i n g d r u g , 

whose k n o w n side ef fects inc lude t r e m o r s , r i g i d i t y , i m m o b i l i -

t y , and s t i f fen ing o f the ex t r em i t i es ( m a y persist and be 

i rreversible), h y p e r t e n s i o n , nausea, lack o f appe t i t e and 

b lur red v i s ion . A successful barrage o f t e l ephone cal l - i n 

suppor t f o r Woods and p ro tes t f o r her t r e a t m e n t g o t Dessi e 

Woods released back t o t h e p r i s o n . 

Dessie Woods is no t t he o n l y person t o be receiv ing p r o l i x i n 

or o ther f o rms o f behav iour m o d i f i c a t i o n t r e a t m e n t in p r i son . 

She is someone we can b u i l d suppo r t a round and focus o n 

exposing such th ings and ge t t i ng her release f r o m p r i son . 

Demand an end t o the d rugg ing and un j us t i m p r i s o n m e n t o f 

Dessie Woods ! We can d o any o f t he f o l l o w i n g : 

J ^ ^ ^ ^ V-

* W R I T E A N D S E N D L E T T E R S t o President  Carter,  W h i t e 

House, Wash ing ton , D.C. , U.S.A. and to Governor  George 

Busbee,  Cap i to l BIdg. , A t l a n t a , Georg ia , U.S.A. , d e m a n d i n g 

the immed ia te release o f Dessie W o o d s ! 

* S E N D L E T T E R S A N D M A K E P H O N E C A L L S t o U.S. 

Embassies  demand i ng Dessie Woods i mmed i a te f r e e d o m , and 

condemn i ng U.S. co lon ia l d o m i n a t i o n over A f r i c a n peop le . 

* S E N D L E T T E R S t o K. Linahan,  Warden,  Georg ia W o m e n ' s 

Ins t i tu te o f Cor rec t i ons , H a r d w i c k , Georg ia 3 0 3 1 4 , U.S.A. , 

demand ing an end t o the fo rced drugg ings, and t h a t he gua-

rantee the safety o f Dessie Woods . 

* W R I T E L E T T E R S t o Judge  Wilbur  Owens,  P.O. Box 6 5 , 

Macon , Georgia 3 1 2 0 2 , U.S.A. Judge O w e n w i l l soon be 

hearing a W r i t o f Habeas Corpus appeal o n Dessie's beha l f . 

Demand tha t he grant Dessie W o o d s an appea l ! 

* W R I T E OR C A L L Amnesty  International  c /o Ms. A n n e 

Bur ley , In te rna t iona l Secretar ia t , A . I . 10 , S o u t h a m p t o n 

Street, L o n d o n W C 2 , Eng land (Te l . 0 1 - 8 3 6 - 7 7 8 8 ) u rg i ng 

A m n e s t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l t o a d o p t t he case o f Dessie Woods 

and d e m a n d t h a t t he U.S. state release her i mmed i a te l y . 

* W R I T E L E T T E R S t o Dessie  Woods  ( A 7 8 9 2 7 ) G.W. I .C. , 

H a r d w i c k , Georg ia 3 0 3 1 4 U.S.A. , and te l l her o f y o u r suppo r t . 

Th i s w i l l also p u t p r i son o f f i c i a l s o n no t i ce t h a t Dessie Woods 

con t i nues t o have thousands o f suppor te rs w h o are aware o f 

her p l i gh t and w i l l n o t t o l e ra te her i m p r i s o n m e n t or abuse 

any longer ! 

* H E L P B U I L D f o r t h e European  tour  of Damesha  Black-

earth,  C h a i r w o m a n o f t h e N C D D W , in O c t o b e r 1 9 7 9 . Y o u 

can help t h r o u g h raising f u n d s , d i s t r i b u t i n g mate r ia l s , o rgan iz -

ing speaking engagements, ar ranging t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 

l odg ing in y o u r area, and m a n y o the r ways . Please c o n t a c t 

t he Na t i ona l C o m m i t t e e t o D e f e n d Dessie W o o d s (address 

b e l o w ) and the Dessie W o o d s S u p p o r t C o a l i t i o n if y o u are 

in teres ted in he lp ing in any w a y . 

" C O N T R I B U T E T O the Trust  Fund  for  Dessie's  two  children, 

Saman th i a and Ca l v i n w h o are p resent l y bare ly surv iv ing in 

Savannah, Georg ia w i t h Dessie's e lder l y g r a n d m o t h e r . We urge 

suppor te rs t o send " D o l l a r s f o r Dessie's C h i l d r e n " t o the 

Na t i ona l C o m m i t t e e t o De fend Dessie W o o d s . 

* T h e N C D D W is in u rgen t need o f f i nanc ia l suppor t t o 

c o n t i n u e th i s d i f f i c u l t s t ruggle. Send a financial  contribution 

— check or m o n e y order — t o the N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e t o 

De fend Dessie W o o d s , P.O. Box 9 2 0 8 4 , M o r r i s B r o w n S t a t i o n , 

A t l a n t a , Georg ia , 3 0 3 1 4 , U.S.A. 

W i t h y o u r s u p p o r t , the i n t e rna t i ona l campa i gn w i l l be success-

f u l , and Dessie W o o d s w i l l be f ree ! 

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n and c o n t a c t s : 

Na t i ona l C o m m i t t e e t o D e f e n d Dessie W o o d s , P.O. Box 

9 2 0 8 4 , Mo r r i s B r o w n S t a t i o n , A t l a n t a , Georg ia 3 0 3 1 4 , U S A . 

Dessie W o o d s S u p p o r t C o a l i t i o n , P.O. Box 9 2 1 , San Francisco, 

Ca. 9 4 1 0 1 , U S A . 

N e w Y o r k Dessie W o o d s S u p p o r t C o a l i t i o n , P.O. Box 5 6 5 , 

B r o o k l y n , N .Y . 1 1 2 1 5 , U S A . 

Campa ign t o f ree Dessie W o o d s , c /o Gero laan 5 2 , Z E I S T , 

Ne ther l ands . 

T h e c o u n t r i e s c u r r e n t l y w i t h i n t h e I F N n e t w o r k are: Aus t ra l i a , 

A u s t r i a , B e l g i u m , Canada, D e n m a r k , Federal Repub l i c o f 

G e r m a n y , F rance , Greece , H o n g K o n g , I n d i a , Israel , I t a l y , 

Japan , M e x i c o , Ne the r l ands , N e w Z e a l a n d , N o r w a y , Por tuga l , 

S o u t h A f r i c a , S p a i n , S w e d e n , S w i t z e r l a n d , U n i t e d K i n g d o m 

and the U S A . If y o u r c o u n t r y is a m o n g these, i t does no t mean 

y o u c a n n o t also become an I F N c o n t a c t . I t is very d i f f i c u l t 

f o r i nd i v idua ls o r g roups t o cover a w h o l e c o u n t r y . I F N 

needs t o e x p a n d i f i t is go ing t o become m o r e e f fec t i ve . We 

need t o cover m o r e s tor ies, t o be able t o s u p p o r t more w o m e n 

— the thousands w h o need i n te rna t i ona l s u p p o r t . I f y o u w o u l d 

l i ke t o become an I F N c o n t a c t , please let us k n o w . If y o u have 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o be sent o u t i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , please send i t t o 

us. I F N also needs f i nanc ia l s u p p o r t . Dona t i ons , i n f o r m a t i o n 

and f u r t h e r deta i ls t o : I F N , c / o IS IS , C P . 3 0 1 , 1 2 2 7 C a r o u g e / 

Geneva, S w i t z e r l a n d . 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L S I S T E R H O O D IS M O R E P O W E R F U L ! ! 
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FIRST MEETING OF LATI N AMERICAN WOMEN: 

Caracas (Venezuela), May 1980. 
Let's prepare this together! Write your 
ideas to: 
Grupo la conjura, 
Aptdo. 16361 Coliseo ^ 
Caracas 101, Venezuela. 

HACIA EL PRIMER ENCUENTRO DE MUJERES LATI -
NO AMERICANA S 

Caracas, Mayo 1980 , . 
Preparemos juntos esto! Escriben dandonos su opinion 
Grupo la conjura 
Aptdo. 16361 Coliseo 
Caracas 101 
Venezuela 

Rem 
Publicacion feminista trimestral 
Nueva Cultura Feminista 
A.C. Av. Universidad 1855, Desp. 401 
Mexico 20 D.F., 
Mexico 

This quarterly feminist journal is a fairly academic publica-
tion, but important since it is one of the few really feminist 
works coming out of Latin America. Started in 1976, this 

NETHERLAND S 

Institute of Social Studies 
P.O. Box 90733 
2509 LS The Hague 

The Institute of Social Studies is a centre of higher education 
and research concerned with problems related to the develop-
ment process. It is now offering a Master's Degree Course in 
"Women and Development" which can be chosen together 
with other programmes (e.g. on rural development, interna-
tional relations, labour studies etc.). The new course starts 
in September 1979 and scholarships are available (information 
from Dutch Embassies). Further information from Maria 
Mies at the above address. 

journal takes one theme each time: abortion, work, 
sexuality, feminism, language, family, the International Year 
of the Child (Vol. II no. 8 - the most recent). Annual sub-
scription US$ 12.00. 

Caribbean Women' s Feature s Syndicat e 
P.O. Box 159 
Bridgetown 
Barbados 
Caribbean 

'The Syndicate is a regional feature service which was set 
up in July 1978 as part of a proposed world network for the 
production and distribution of features on issues of particular 
concern to women. Special emphasis is placed on women's 
changing roles in society and their more active participation 
in the development process. Features are produced and 
distributed from material sent in by correspondents from 
around the English-speaking Caribbean. The Caribbean News 
Agency (CANA) aids in the distribution by sending out the 
features to its subscribers - the regional media. All the 
correspondents are practising journalists. 

'The Syndicate is a Unesco project although the bulk of its 
funding comes from the United Methodist Church of 
America", (self-description). For further details write to above 
address. 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 

GERMANY 

Informatio n fur die Frau 
Augustastrasse 42 
5300 Bonn 2 (Bad Godesberg) 

This is a monthly publication put out by the Information 
Service of the German Council of Women. It is a somewhat 
dry publication (no graphics, all text) giving information 
especially about the activities of women's organisations in 
Germany, but includes some analytic articles about, e.g. 
women in Africa, and news from other countries. Annual 
subscription: DM 28. - (DM 30. - outside Germany). 

e u ro pc 
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FRANCE 

"Choisir de Donner la V i e " 

Is the theme of a conference to be held from 5-7 October 

1979 organised by CHOISIR, 102 rue Saint Dominique, 

75007, Paris (tel: 277 33 00). It wi l l deal wi th contraception, 

abortion, pregnancy, chi ldbi r th, working conditions for 

pregnant women and women wi th chi ldren. Many eminent 

persons are invited as speakers. For further details and 

registration form, write to CHOISIR. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

IDS Bulletin 

Institute of Development Studies 

University of Sussex 

Brighton BN1 9RE 

Volume 10 number 3, Apr i l 1979 issue of this Bulletin is 

entitled "Special Issue on the Continuing Subordination of 

Women in the Development Process". I t is a report on and 

resolutions from a conference which took place in September 

1978 on the theme of the subordination of women in the 

development process. It also includes papers on women and 

health in Bangladesh, an analysis of the official ideas on 

women and development, and a research and education 

project for women in the Dominican Republic. A very im-

portant resource for anyone concerned wi th women and 

development. 

Labris h 

Women's Centre 

P.O. Box 287 

London NW6 

Labrish is the West Indian word for gossip and is the t i t le of 

a new paper put out by black women of theWages for House-

work Campaign in Bri tain. This group also publishes a 

"Campaign Bul let in" . Free to women, but donations are 

welcome. 

PORTUGAL 

Editor a das Mulhere s 

Avenida Sidonio Pais 28, 5 Dto. 

Lisboa 

A Cooperative of women which publishes feminist books. 

They are also setting up a documentation centre, and helping 

to organise actions around women's culture. They would like 

to receive books, periodicals and all kinds of women's publica-

tions for their centre. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

n o r t h  a m e r i ca 

Women in a Hungry World 

World Hunger/Global Development Project, 

American Friends Service Committee, ' ' 

15 Rutherford Place, 

New York, NY 1003 

USA 

Women in a Hungry World is a study/action ki t on women in 

development. I t includes a variety of short readings in the 

areas of women's lives, economics, populat ion, agriculture, 

food production, how development plans exclude women 

and how US actions affect them. I t is geared to a US audience, 

but could be used elsewhere. US 5.50 f rom the above address. 

Reproductive Rights National Network (RRNN) 
3244 N. Clark Street, 
Chicago, II . 60657 
USA 

RRNN is a national coalition of 18 feminist and women's 

health groups formed to educate and organize both women 

and men around the issues of: safe, legal abortions (regardless 

of abil i ty to pay); freedom from sterilization abuse; other 

issues of reproductive freedom, including access and availabili-

ty of childcare and decent health services. They are currently 

fighting specifically against possible new restrictive abortion 

legislation, and are involved in organisation of an"Abort ion 

Rights Act ion Week" f rom 22-29 October 1979. 

Broadsid e 

P.O. Box 494 

Station P 

Toronto, Ontario M5S 2T1 

Canada 

A new feminist monthly newspaper which starts on a regular 

basis in September 1979. Their introductiry issue. May 1979 

explains: " I n many ways Broadsid e is a review: a review of 

the arts, a review of the news, all fi l tered through a pro-

woman screen". I t has analyses, interviews, columns, cartoons, 

local community events. The May issue has a good article 

about the treatment of women in the print media. Subscrip-

t ion: Individual $ 8 for 12 issues, $ 15 for 24 issues; 

insti tution $ 12 for 12 issues, $ 24 for 24 issues (add $ 2 for 

out-of-Canada addresses). 
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What is Depo-Provera ? zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Depo-Provera is a contraceptive for women which is given by 

injection. Depo-Provera makes women inferti le for three to 

six months or longer, depending on the dose. An injection of 

DP consists of a massive dose of a synthetic hormone called 

progestogen, which is the same hormone found in the birth-

control pi l l . DP alters the natural hormones which make a 

woman ovulate (i.e. become fert i le), and menstruate. 

The idea of an injection for birth control may sound very 
simple and attractive, especially for women who live in areas 
of the world where it is di f f icul t to get access to medical 
services, or where society frowns on contraception. However, 
DP has some very nasty side-effects,and the long-term effects 
of its use on women and on their children have not been 
adequately researched. 

What are th e sid e effects ? 

1. DP has been associated wi th an increased risk of cancer of 
the cervix (opening to the womb). 

2. It has been shown to cause breast cancer in dogs. 
3. It causes irregular bleeding, heavy bleeding or none at all. 
4. It has been associated wi th the malformation of foetuses 

in women who are pregnant when given the drug. 
5. It has been shown to cause long-term infert i l i ty and 

possible permanent steril ity in many womenzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA after they have 
stopped taking the drug. 

6. It has been found to cause many other side-effects such as 
weight gain, change in skin colouring, raised blood sugar 
level, hair loss, acne, migraines, nausea, severe depression, 
aches, loss of orgasms and sex drive, and enlargement of 
the clitoris. 

7. DP is passed on in breast mi lk at the same level of con-
centration as is found in the mother's bloodstream. This 
has grave long-term implications for the health and safety 
of the chi ld. 

How has Depo-Prover a been developed ? 

DP is manufactured by an American company, Upjohn. As 
wi th the Pil l , and many other drugs, thousands of poor and 
Third World women have been used as "guinea-pigs" for Depo-
Provera. It was first used as a contraceptive drug in 1963. 
Since 1972 international agencies such as International 
Planned Parenthood Federation have been using DP on a 
massive scale as part of their population control programme; 
so that now, in 1979, it is being used in 76 countries. It is 

particularly being recommended for use immediately after 
birth and during breast feeding, and in view of the as yet 
unresearched effects of DP on babies who consume it in this 
way, this is a matter of great concern. It is known that the 
synthetic hormone progestogen can have an adverse effect on 
the development of the reproductive organs and functions. 

Even though DP is being widely used in 76 countries, it has 
not been passed as safe for use in the USA by that country's 
Federal Drug Administrat ion (FDA). Neither is it widely 
available for use as a contraceptive in Canada, Great Britain, 
Japan or Sweden. 
The Campaig n 

Women in the USA and Great Britain are now undertaking a 
campaign against Depo-Provera, since it is harmful to women 
and their children everywhere. In the USA, the campaign is 
focussed on (a) collecting information f rom women who 
have been given the injection, (b) bringing the issue as much 
as possible to public attention, and (c) continuing to protest 
against Upjohn's efforts to get FDA approval for the drug. In 
Great Bri tain, the aims of the campaign are, (a) withdrawal 
of Depo-Provera, (b) to expose the way in which Depo-
Provera has been developed, experimented and used on 
women, often wi thout the prior knowledge and consent of 
the women involved, and (c) free, safe and reliable con-
traception on demand — contraception that does not endanger 
people's health. 

Wha t yo u can do 

— Start collecting information on the use and effects of 
Depo-Provera in your own area or country; 

— send any relevant information to the addresses below; 
if you have had the injection, it is important to let one 
of the groups know your experiences; 

— help to publicize the issue in your area/country. 

For further information and contacts, wri te to : 

National Women's Health Network, 
Parklane Building, 
2025 " l " S t . , N W , Suite 105, 
Washington D.C. 20006, 
USA. 

Campaign against Depo-Provera, 
c/o ICAR, 
374 Gray's Inn Road, 
London WC1, 
England. 



ISIS I N T E R N A T I O N A L B U L L E T I N S bac k number s 

No . 1 Th e Internationa l Tribuna l o n Crime s Agains t Wome n (Brussels) , 

iVlarc h 1976. Testimonie s fro m ove r 30 countries . 

No . 2 Wome n In the Dail y Press , Octobe r 1976. A n analysi s wit h resour -

ces . 

No . 3 Wome n in Liberatio n Struggles , Apri l 1977. Almos t entirel y fro m 

Thir d Worl d source s and a variet y of politica l movements . 

No . 4 Battere d Wome n and th e Refuge , Jul y 1977. Bring s togethe r mos t o f 

the curren t resource s on wome n batterin g and the initiative s take n 

by the women' s movement .zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA tr " - : 

No . 5 Feminis m and Socialism , Part I, Octobe r 1977. Report s fro m tw o 

internationa l feminis t conference s hel d in Jun e 1977. 

No . 6 Feminis m and Socialism , Part II, Winte r 1977/78. Article s fro m 

fiv e continents , and extensiv e annotate d resourc e on wome n and 

socialism . 

No . 7 Wome n and Health , Part I, Sprin g 1978. Wh o control s health , wh o 

control s reproduction . 

No . 8 Wome n and Health , Part II, Summe r 1978. Healt h initiative s fro m 

aroun d the world . j^^, , ^  ^ 

No . 9 Wome n in Souther n Afr ica , Autum n 1978. 

No . 10 Wome n workers . Winte r 1978/79. 

No . 11 Women , Lan d and Foo d Production , Sprin g 1979. 

Subscription s (payabl e to ISIS in Switzerland , in currenc y equivalents ) 

US dollar s 15 per year fo r wome n and women' s group s (US dollar s 20 airmai l 

outsid e Europe) . 

US dollar s 25 per year fo r libraries , institutions , etc . (US dollar s 30 airmai l 

outsid e Europe) . 

Individua l copie s : US dollar s 3.00 (postag e : surfac e US dollar s .75, airmai l 

US dollar s 1.50 per bulletin) . .. 

R E S O U R C E G U I D E S ' ' 

Bottl e Babie s : a guid e to th e bab y food s issue , dealin g wit h the impac t 

of multinationa l companies ' sales technique s on wome n and childre n in th e 

Thir d Worl d : the danger s involve d in the sale and use o f powdere d bab y 

mil k and feedin g bottles . Availabl e in English , Frenc h and Germa n fro m ISIS 

Switzerland , pric e US$ 3.00 (airmai l postag e outsid e Europ e $ 1.50). 

Resourc e Guid e on Wome n in Developmen t (in preparation) . 

Thi s Guid e raise s the question s abou t the concept s of the "integratio n of 

wome n in development "  and present s a pictur e of wha t wome n themselve s 

thin k of development , usin g materia l comin g directl y fro m wome n in 

developin g countries . 


