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EDITORIAL 

A C h i l d of U s A l l 
I he newspaper report carried this photo of a naked 

girl: head bowed, short black hair dishevelled, back to 
the camera, thin arms twisted at the back tied by a nylon 
cord that also wound around her neck. Beside the 
photo ran this story: Philippine judge acquits ajapanese 
accused of pedophilia for lack of evidence. The girl's 
lawyers failed to present in court this photo, which the 
Japanese himself took. 

This case is just one of thousands of child sexual 
abuse cases that have been reported. Many are awaiting 
or are on trial. In the Philippines alone, there were 2,636 
reported cases in 1995 of child physical and sexual abuse 
and elsewhere, governments say they are alarmed at 
the rise of sex abuse cases. 

The plight of the girl child has been an invisible one 
for a long time. In many cultures, the unjust treatment 
of girl children is a perfectly natural part of life. Only 
recently did the impenetrable and invisible wall that for 
so long kept the girl child's cries silent crack open, and 
the voices that came out spoke sad tales of physical and 
emotional violence. 

Indeed, the very fact that sexual abuse and all the 
other problems besetting the girl child are now being 
documented is already a major breakthrough in itself 
Whereas before people simply were blind to the ways 
that wronged the girl child, now they acknowledge 
that something evil is in fact going on. 

The greatest proof of this acknowledgement is 
Section L of the Platform for Action that issued out of 
the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 
September 1995. For the first time, the women's 
conference, which has been meeting since 1975, paid 
attention to the plight of the giri child. Prior to Beijing, 
other international gatherings—the 1989 United Nations 
General Assembly that unanimously adopted the 
Convention on the Ri^ts of the Child, the 1993 Vienna 
Worid Conference on Human Rigjits, the 1994 Cairo 
International Conference on Population and 
Development and the 1995 Copenhagen World Summit 
for Social Development— âll included children in their 
agenda. But only in Beijing was it recognized that not 
all children are equal, and that it is the girl child who is 
most often brutalized. 

But the most important development is this: Girl 
children themselves beginning to speak up and organize. 
At the Beijing conference, 400 giris attended and the 

most organized was perhaps the Giris International 
Forum, an initiative born in the United States. 

We are not certain if there is an equivalent organized 
force of girls in Asia. But even if there is none, this 
only makes giris who have the grit to stand up alone 
even more admirable—girls like the one we have here, 
who perhaps found the courage to do so precisely 
because she trusted adults to do her justice. This why 
it is just plain tragic that some of these people—figures 
all of authority, bigger, stronger, richer— în the end, 
trashed everything she said, pushed aside her 
wounded spirit and body and declared innocent her 
enemy. This brave little girl may now be wondering: 
Who then is guilty? 

T h i s l itde giri's ordeal, apart from making us seethe, 
pushes us to act and ensure that governments deliver 
on the promises they made in Beijing. Even now, 
some have already started picking up the issue of the 
giri child with greater force, committing and launching 
campaigns to protect the rigjits of the girl child, to 
raise the rate of enrollment for giris, to reduce infant 
mortality, to increase child care and many others. All 
these are good things that, to a very large extent, are 
fruits of the feminist movement. 

Now we are forging on to knock down obstacles 
that prevent the realization and furtherance of these 
gains. Foremost among these obstacles are laws and 
judicial systems, culture and, most especially, poverty. 
Because where poverty stalks families, there the giri 
child is most in jeopardy. The coping strategies of 
families in economic crisis are usually gender-biased 
and in many instances, families would hang on to 
possessions—the radio, the television—but would 
sell their daughters first off 

Which brings us to the question of family Maybe, 
it is time we begin to understand family to mean entire 
communities watching out for children, communities 
unafraid and ready to intervene and break the cycle 
of violence against the giri child if and whenever 
necessary. 

This issue of Women in Action is dedicated to the 
girl child. Let every single one be the child of us all. 
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Feedback on: 
C A N M E N B E FEMINISTS? 

T he w o m e n of I s i s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l - M a n i l a 
ask if men can be feminists. 

F o r m e , e n c o u n t e r i n g t h a t 
ques t i on ra i ses more q u e s t i o n s 
than answers. 

One. What is a feminist? Are 
there any m i n i m u m requirements 
to becoming a feminist before one 
can enjoy sport ing the label? Who 
judges these things? 

T w o . D o m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts wsmt to 
have feminist m e n around? 

T h r e e . D o I w a n t to be a 
feminist? W i l l anyone believe me if 
1 do decide to become a feminist? 

Romel Lalata 
Policy Review and Editorial 
Services, Inc., Quezon City, 

Philippines 

Dear Rome l , 
We are not from Isis Interna­

t iona l -Mani la but let u s share some 
thoughts: 

There Eire many perspectives to 
th i s ques t i on . People f r om the 
"me i i n s t r eam" fear the f e m i n i s t 
label. M a n y t imes w h e n we have 
forums with so-called "mainstream" 
people, they say, " O h , y ou do very 
good work" when referring to our 
Women ' s A c t i o n Hot l ine service. 
Then they wou ld add, "It's a good 
thing that you're al l feminine un l ike 
many feminists who look like..." (???) 

They say femin is t -have t ight 
assholes who need to loosen up . 

Ye t , i t i s t r u e t h a t m a n y 
feminists lack a sense of humor . 
B u t hey, is rape funny? 

Then there are those who ask: 
What does a feminist look l ike? We 
say: Who cares, as long as she gets 
Ein equal say. A n d to those who 
say "You don't look l ike a feminist," 
we r e s p o n d : ' W a t c h o u t — w e 
d i s g u i s e o u r s e l v e s a s h u m a n 
beings." 

S o , do m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts want to 
have feminist men Eiround? We do. 
Espec ia l ly if in addit ion to be ing 
feminists they're heuidsome too. 
We also say "Your bojrfriend bakes 

f 
e 
e 
d 
b 
a 
c 
k 

cookies? Mar ry h im . . . . " 
Anonymous 

Arugaan ang Kalakasan, Inc. 
Quezon City, Philippines 

Y es, I be l ieve tha t a m a n 
c a n be a f e m i n i s t . The 
ph i l o sophy one chooses to 

adapt is not necesssiri ly l im i ted to 
one's gender. It is the person's 
state of m i n d , the way he or she 
perce i ves t h i n g s , tha t ma t t e r s . 
One need not be a w o m a n to be a 
feminist . 

JC Mendoza 
University of the Philippines 

I th ink the word feminist is 
q u i t e s e x i s t . If we are 
striving for the equality of men 

and women then gender should not 
be an i s sue itself. The important 
th ing is we regard and treat people 
based on the i r mer i ts , character 
and CEtpabilities Eind not because 
of the i r co lo r , r ace , r e l i g i on or 
gender for that matter. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

A feminist is someone who 
u p h o l d s t h e r i g h t s of 
women. Be ing a feminist 

doesn't require one to be a woman. 
A m e i n can also be a feminist j u s t 
as long as he believes that women 
s h o u l d be t r ea t ed equa l l y w i t h 
m e n and are regarded w i th dignity 
Euid respect ins tead of d i s c r im ina ­
t ing t h e m and t reat ing t h e m as 
second-c lass cit izens. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

N o, the m a c h o image of 
m e n w i l l a l w a y s be a 
h i n d r a n c e . M e n s t i l l 

doubt the capabi l i t ies of women. 
Regi Reyes 

Statistical Coordination Officer of 
the National Statistical 

Coordination Board 
(NSCB) Philippines 

C an't be, because i f m e n 
b e c o m e f e m i n i s t s t h e n 
t h a t ' s a n o u t r i g h t 

a d m i s s i o n t h a t w o m e n a r e 
superior. B u t men can respect the 

t h i n k i n g of w o m e n . M e n w i l l 
a lways believe they are on top of 
the s i tuat ion. It i s a weak m a n 
who agrees to feminist views. 

Ruben Litan 
Information Researcher 

NSCB 

OPPOSING VIEW ON IRAN 
Contrary to reports i n western 

m e d i a tha t I r a n i a n w o m e n are 
abused, treated as appendages to 
m e n and are use l ess , we f ound 
t h e m to be the oppos i te , as we 
t o u r e d I r a n r e c e n t l y at t h e 
inv i t a t i on of F a t e m e h H a s h e m i , 
president of the Iranian Women's 
S o l i d a r i t y A s s o c i a t i o n , a n d 
d a u g h t e r of P r e s i d e n t A k b a r 
Hashemi Rafscinjani. 

Hal f of univers i ty s tudents i n 
science and medic ine are women. 
At the large B l o o d T r a n s f u s i o n 
Service of the B lood Research eind 
Fract ionat ion Center , ha l f of the 
d o c t o r s i n a t e a m of 140 are 
w o m e n . A w o m a n , D r . H u r i 
Rezvan, is the manager. 

If the P h i l i p p i n e s h a s t h e 
Nat ional C o m m i s s i o n on W o m e n , 
Iran has its Women 's Affairs Office 
h e a d e d by a b r i l l i a n t l a w y e r , 
Sheihla H a b i b i , who is a lso the 
Pres ident 's Adv iser on W o m e n ' s 
A f f a i r s . The W o m e n ' s A f f a i r s 
Office prepeired the agenda fof the 
w o m e n ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 
Globed F o r u m i n Be i j i ng whe r e 
Irsin sent 100 women headed by 
F a t e m e h H a s h e m i . F r o m a l l 
a c c o u n t s , the I r a n i a n w o m e n 
made a hi t w i th the ir 20 pos i t i on 
papers . 

Irem has 42 women's na t i ona l 
organizat ions. A m o n g the more 
prominent ones are the Women 's 
So l idar i ty Assoc i a t i on , Women ' s 
Soc i e t y Aga ins t E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
P o l l u t i o n , A s s o c i a t i o n for 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n a n d 
Sustainable Development. 

We noted that r u r a l women , 
about 21 pecent or 11.5 m i l l i on of 
the populat ion, are major players 
i n the economy of the country . 
T h e y a re w e l l - e d u c a t e d a n d 
l i t e r a t e a n d n o t o n l y do they 
produce food for the people but 
that they contribute substantial ly 
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to the export earnings th rough the 
c a r p e t i n d u s t r y . N e x t to o i l , 
carpets aire the s e c o n d b iggest 
dollar earner. 

The gove rnment h a s set u p 
2,000 family p l ann ing centers all 
over the count ry that give away 
free c o n t r a c e p t i v e p i l l s a n d 
gadgets . , S o m e 1 6 , 5 0 0 h e a l t h 
workers (58 percent of w h i c h are 
women) see to the hea l th of the 
people. 

"Women's sports Eire fantastic. 
Faezeye, P r e s iden t Rei fsanjani 's 
second daughter , is the mov ing 
s p i r i t b e h i n d s p o r t s . I r a n i a n 
w o m e n a t h l e t e s h a v e w o n i n 
international tournaments such as 
in the world championship of 1992 
in G e r m a n y ; i n the 1 9 9 3 F i r s t 
Islamic Count r i e s Games ; i n the 
1993 women's shoot ing games i n 
Germany and Korea ; i n the 1994 
chess t o u r n a m e n t i n M o s c o w , 
Hungeiry a n d Ind ia ; a n d i n the 
1994 shoo t i n g games i n J a p a n 
and Bei j ing. Bes ides these sports, 
they aire also engaged i n sk i i n g , 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g , f enc ing , j u d o , 
k a r a t e , t a e k w a n d o , h o c k e y , 
squash, rowing and cycl ing. Wha t 
do y ou say to that? 

In p o l i t i c s , I r a n i a n w o m e n 
p l ay m a j o r r o l e s . In t h e l a s t 
sess ion of the Par l i ament , the 
nine women members in t roduced 
20 bi l ls and succeeded i n hav ing 
10 of t h e m a p p r o v e d . In l a s t 
Meirch's nationed e lect ion, of the 
3 0 , 0 0 0 c a n d i d a t e s , 3 0 w e r e 
women w i th Faezeye l ead ing the 
p a c k . T h e s i s t e r of I m a m 
K h o m e i n i , Far ide ih , i s a lso very 
active i n pol i t ics. She heads the 
Women's Population Foundation E ind 
fielded some 10 w o m e n i n the last 
elections. She is h ighly educated 
and very patr io t i c , too. The two 
members of Pa r l i ament we met , 
M a d a m e S a l c h i a n d V a h i d 
Nasi jerdi , were very voca l about 
women's r ights i n the home e ind 

society. Bo th introduced 20 b i l l s , 
inc lud ing n u r s i n g mo the r s ' r ight 
to feed her baby whi le at work eind 
p r o v i d i n g w o m e n n u r s e s w i t h 
p e n s i o n after t h e i r m a n d a t o r y 
ret irement. The two women EJSO 

won four mon ths of pa id leave for 

women pregnant for the first ch i ld . 
Not a bad performance for two of 
the nine women i n Par l iament. 

We aJso observed that sexua l 
harassment is unheeird of. We l ike 
to t h i n k tha t Iraniein w o m e n ' s 
clothes have someth ing to do w i th 
th is . B y t rad i t i on , women wear 
scarves and the Hijab outside the 
home. They are fully covered from 
head to toe. W h i c h does not seem 
to bother them. G i r l s of n ine years 
start wear ing the hijab and scarf. 
B u t do not th ink that the ir clothes 
are a l l boring. Because they can 
d i s c a r d the s ca r v e s a n d h i j ab 
w h e n there are no m e n a round , 
the w o m e n teike to f ash ionab l e 
c l o t h e s , m a d e l o c a l l y o r i n 
E u r o p e a n f a s h i o n h o u s e s . 
Madeime Effat Hashemi , the F i rs t 
Lady, was very elegeint i n her su i t 
w h e n she r e c e i v e d u s at t h e 
P r e s i d e n t i a l H o u s e . Howeve r , 
I ranian women are not al lowed to 
be photographed wi thout the scarf 
and hijab. 

M o r e o v e r , d r u g a d d i c t i o n , 
d r u n k e n n e s s and gamb l ing a n d 
womeinizing are nowhere i n sight. 
We were told that to discourage 
t h e h a b i t , d r u g o f f ende r s are 
heavi ly penal ized. D r i n k i n g and 
gambl ing are not al lowed in pub l i c 
but one m a y d r ink and ggimble to 
death in one's house. 

Islsim allows four wives unde r 
certain condit ions. B u t because 
t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s are a l m o s t 
impossib le to m e e t , very, very few 
m e n have four wives. Bes ides , we 
w e r e told by both m e n eind women, 
when o n e t ru ly loves Eu i o the r , it is 
n o t possible to be unfeiithful. Love, 
as i n Eill re l ig ions whether Is lam 
or Christ ie in, is sacred, sub l ime . 

Leonarda N. Camacho 
Metro Manila Council of Women 

Balikatan Movement, Inc. Quezon 
City, Philippines 

Iwant to give y o u a n update 
on the Abuelas de Plaza de 
Mayo. We have made meiny 

accomp l i shments this year. We 
found a grandch i ld t h a t w a s b o m 
i n captivity a n d he now knows h i s 
true identity. Another signif icant 
c o n t r i b u t i o n w a s a r e u n i o n 
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Chairperson) , Yayor i M a t s u i (Japan), 
A n a M a r i a R. Nemenzo (Phi l ippines, 
Trustee), S u s a n n a O u n e i - S m a l l (New 
C a l e d o n i a ) , S i r i p o r n S k r o b a n e k 
( T h a i l a n d ) , M a r i a n i t a V i l l a r i b a 
(Ph i l ipp ines ; Execut i v e D i rec tor - I s i s 
In t e rna t i ona l , Man i l a ) , Mar i l e e K a r l 
( U S A ; F o u n d e r a n d H o n o r a r y 
Cheiirperson). 
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b e t w e e n a s o n a n d h i s f a t h e r 
whose mother had d isappeared. 

The F r e n c h magaz ine Marie 
Clear conduc ted a survey of the 
mos t i m p o r t a n t w o m e n i n the 
world. "I was one of the w o m e n 
ment ioned i n th is l ist. The entry 
i n the m a g a z i n e s t a t e d " R o s a 
T a r l o v s k y de R o i s i n b l i t , V i c e 
President of the Abue las de Mayo 
i n Argent ina . T h i s d ean of the 
Abuelas de Mayo who cont inues 
to pressure authori t ies . . . " 

W e l l , a s y o u c a n see o u r 
struggle cont inues to be ardorous 
and long. 1 hope you are doing well. 
Thank you for your solidarity. 

Rosita Roisinblit 
Argentina 

(Rosita was featured in WlA's first 
issue in 1995. We appreciate her 
continuing communications with 
us.-Ed.) 

From the E-mail 
ISRAEL: STAGNATION RATHER 
THAN CRACKDOWNS 

F r o m I s r a e l i f e m i n i s t s , 
forwarded F Y l . 

Robin Morgan 
"The e l e c t i on of r i g h t - w i n g 

B e n y a m i n Netanyahu as the next 
p r ime m i n i s t e r of I srae l is b a d 
enough. The enormous gains of 
three r e l i g i o u s f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 
part ies ( increasing the ir electoral 
s t r e n g t h by 5 0 p e r c e n t i n the 
Knesset) is m u c h worse. S ince 
Netanyeihu's L i k u d petrty won only 
32 seats, and the re l ig ious now 
collectively ho ld 23 , the L i k u d w i l l 
r e q u i r e t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e 
re l ig ious i n every coa l i t ion move 
they make . For gays, th is does 
not bode wel l . 

' G a y rights in Israel had greatly 
improved in the last four yesirs: In 
1992, d iscr iminat ion at work based 
on sexua l or ientat ion was made 
illegEtl. The next year, the eirmy 
formally ended most d iscr iminat ion 
against gay men and lesbians. In 
1994, the Supreme Court recognized 
bene f i t s to s a m e - s e x s p o u s e s 

f 
e 
e 
d 
b 
a 
c 
k 

employed by E l -A l Air l ines and Tel-
Aviv University. A n d in 1995, the 
law was Eimended to grant pensions 
to same-sex peirtners of deceased 
civil servants. Even a number of 
p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s have m a d e 
concessions to scime-sex spouses 
(blood banks , the census bureau, 
the nsimes registry, etc.). A n d our 
nightlife was jus t beginning to get 
off the ground. 

"In general, I do not believe that 
these achievements wi l l be rol led 
back or even come under al l -out 
a t tack by the new government . 
What is clear, however, is that the 
ascendancy of the religious spells 
the end of further geuns dur ing the 
lifetime of this government. 

" M o d e r n I s r a e l h a d o n l y 

N yah etan 
election does not 

bode well for gays 
in Israe.. 

recently begun to squeeze out of the 
vise-grip of the ultra-Orthodox, who 
sti l l have a monopoly on life-cycle 
r i t u a l s (mEirrieige, d i v o r c e , a n d 
bur ia l ) a n d domina te o ther key 
areas of family life (child custody). 
P rogress i n these areas w i l l be 
h o p e l e s s - t o - n i l as l o n g as the 
rel igious are r u n n i n g these shows. 

' O n e g l i m m e r of hope w i l l 
c e r ta in ly die out . In 1995 , the 
M i n i s t r y of E d u c a t i o n i s s u e d a 
booklet that describes homosexual 
and lesbiem ps i r tnersh ips as a n 
a l t e r n a t i v e Jcind of d o m e s t i c 
arrangement, no dispeiragement i n 
tone or content. This booklet had 
been p repared for the so-ca l l ed 
"secular" school system in Israel (as 

opposed to the Jewish-rel ig ious or 
Arab schools, wh i ch educate about 
half the chi ldren in Israel). In the 
secular system, the booklet had not 
yet gained wide exposure, but there 
was hope. Now that hope is gone. 

"Where gays w i l l feel the hot 
b r e a t h of the r e l i g i o u s on o u r 
n e c k s is the s t i gma, the delegi-
t imiza t ion , and the demonizat ion 
of our style of life. This wi l l get 
worse , a n d fewer gays w i l l feel 
c o m f o r t a b l e c o m i n g out . The 
gJready-existing fear of los ing jobs 
or cl ients—especial ly for teachers, 
medica l personnel , social workers, 
psychologists, and the like—^will get 
worse, despite the law that prohibits 
this. The vast majority of gays in 
Israel are stil l deep inside the closet, 

a n d the c lose t w i l l 
become even deeper. 

"I do not believe 
that ou r two active 
organizat ions w i l l be 
outlawed: CLAF , the 
C o m m u n i t y of 
F e m i n i s t L e s b i a n s , 
or SPPR , the Society 
for the Protect ion of 
Personed Rights. B u t 
b o t h w i l l be 
h a n d i c a p p e d i n 
l eg i s la t i ve l o b b y i n g 
gind advocacy. A n d 
a l though the courts 
aire ostens ib ly inde­

pendent of the legis lature, they too 
are inf luenced by the Zeitgeist. 

' Y es , some re l ig ious po l i t ica l 
leaders Eire renewing the lainguage 
of " t h e a b o m i n a t i o n of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y " a n d have 
threatened to enact legislat ion that 
wou ld undermine previous gains. 
B u t I don't t h i n k they wou ld be 
s u c c e s s f u l i n p e r s u a d i n g the 
s e c u l a r c o m p o n e n t of the new 
government (L ikud) to go a long 
w i th it. 

"R i gh t now, there ' s a lot of 
pos tur ing going on. 

"You know what? I th ink the 
fundamentc i l i s ts w i l l be so busy 
in t roduc ing re l ig ious studies into 
t h e s e c u l a r s c h o o l s y s t e m ; 

6 i 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Heard in a conference: 

"Women in the South have 

made gains in their fight for 

rights, equality. But when 

the lesbian movement— 

which is more threatening 

to men—attached itself to 

the women's movement—it 

(the lesbian movement) 

eroded these gains." Do 

you agree? 

If you have questions you 
wish to raise, send them to 
us also and let's ask our 
readers: 

"What do you think?" 

siphoning public funds into religious 
institutions, religious schools, and 
housing for the indigent religious; 
enforcing coercive laws that are on the 
books but only partially enforced (e.g., 
closing businesses and factories that 
are open on the Sabbath); and holding 
back further progress in the peace 
talks—that there will be very little time 
left for oppressing us as well. Maybe 
if they get re-elected in the year 2000, 
god-forbid. 

•Jerusalem, 5 June 1996" 

I received the latest publication 
of Isis and was impressed with 
your article on the media. It gave 

me much food for thought. 
Elizabeth Lopez 

U.S.A. 
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CRACKING DOWN ON PORNO-
TOURISM 

BRAZ IL (IPS)—The f i rs t 
S em ina r A g a i n s t the 
E x p l o i t a t i o n of G i r l s a n d 
Ado l e scen ts h e l d i n the 
Brazi l ian Capi ta l last 16-19 
A p r i l came u p w i t h the 
conclusion that an cilliance 
between the government, the 
media and non-government 
organizations is essential to 
fight the widespread problem 
of s e x u a l e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
minors. The seminar focused 
on specific problems plaguing 
each region—some of which are 
the l a ck of r e l i ab l e da t a 
regarding the issue, lack of 
laws addressing the sexual 
abuse of m inors , and 
poUce involvement i n 
the "pomo-tovuism" 
trade. 

To combat th i s 
problem the seminar 
proposed to redef ine 
public policies on the sexual 
e xp l o i t a t i on of g i r l s a n d 
adolescents; the organization 
of a network of services i n the 
areas of hea l th , educat ion, 
securi ty and legeJ support 
focused on prevent ion and 
protection; and the creation of 
a network for creating public 
awareness and media support. 
The seminar's conclusions wil l 
be p r esen t ed at an 
international congress on the 
sexual exploitation of minors to 
be held i n Stockholm, Sweden 
i n August. 

CHILD LABOR : SWEPT UNDER 
THE CARPET BY EXPORTERS 

INDIA (IPS)—"This is just a 
rumor. The fact is that there is 
no child labor here." This is 
the lie that has been going 
around for the last 10 years i n 
Bhadoh i , India. The area, 
which is famous for its hand-

c 
I 
i 
P 
s 

woven wool rugs, is under fire 
fi-om child activists who allege 
that the area forcibly employs 
ch i l d r en from outs ide and 
forces them to work long hours 
in wretched working conditions. 

The activists of Saryathi's 
South Asian Coalition Against 
Chi ld Servitude (SACCS) are 
trying to make the plight of the 
"carpet children" an election 
i s s u e by c r ea t ing p u b l i c 
awareness about them. The 
activists say that it is difficult 
to go against these carpet 
exporters since they are backed 
up by certain influential political 
parties—the rul ing congress 
candidate, for instance, is a 

manufacturer. As a response 
to this problem, Saryathi's 

organizat ion created 
the "child labour-free 
carpet l abe l ing 
scheme" in which a 

Smiling Carpet" label 
i s g i ven to expor te rs 

certifying that the carpet has 
not been made by children. 

INEQUALITY IN LITERACY 
India is sti l l struggling with 

i ts i l l iterate adult women. 
Female literacy has increased 
from 18.44 percent i n 1971 to 
39.24 percent i n 1991. But it 
is still way behind male literacy 
which increased from 39.51 
percent i n 1971 to 64 .13 
percent i n 1991. 

This inequality stems from 
the fact that men and women 
are not equal i n the labour 
market t h u s , women's 
education is perceived as having 
lower economic utility. 

The educational system itself 
ref lects the l i festy les and 
expected roles of men and 
women. Textbooks and 
teachers generally project these 
images: the mother cooks, 
father goes to work, sister helps 

mother, brother goes to play. 
Also, the higher percentage 

of married females in the 15-19 
age group, increasing death rate 
and deteriorating birth rate are 
factors i n female illiteracy. 

At higher education levels, 
the percentage of enrollees is 
smal l . When the students 
enrolling for higher education 
is only about 4.8 per cent of 
the relevant age group, the 
dropouts and failures account 
for 59 per cent of the students 
enrolled. At present, enrolling 
for higher education is better 
with about six percent of the 
relevant age group. 

The h i g h d ropout and 
failure rates affect especially 
the g i r l s a n d s t u d e n t s 
belonging to disadvantaged 
sections of the populat ion. 
Poor students are often weak 
either i n the higher standards 
of education where English is 
the medium of instruction or 
even i n the lesser standards 
that use regional languages as 
the media Al l these prevent the 
lower groups from achieving 
the goal of equal educational 
opportunities. 

The l i teracy prob lem is 
exacerbated by the growing 
polarization between educatio­
nal institutions available to the 
elites and the masses and the 
growing irrelevance of education 
to the needs of the developing 
economy and the changing 
society. 
(Source: C h i l d Workers News, July-
September and October-December 
1995) 

VIRGINITY A M U S T FOR 
INDON A R M Y W O M E N 

J A K A R T A (Reuter)— 
Virginity has been declared 
compulsory for women cadets 
entering the Indonesian police 
and military forces, the Pos 
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Kota n e w s p a p e r s a i d o n 
Wednesday. 

I n d o n e s i a n p o l i c e c h i e f 
G e n e r a l B a n u r u s m a n 
A s t r o e m i t r o w a s q u o t e d a s 
t e l l i n g a p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
commiss ion on Tuesday that a 
woman's virginity wou ld have 
to be ver i f ied before she 
could enter academies 
for t h e m i l i t a r y , 
which inc ludes the 
p o l i c e . He s a i d 
some women entering 
military academies have 
had to leave after they were 
discovered to be pregnant . 

"Usua l l y the c o m m u n i t y i n 
the region w i l l give a par ty for 
a woman w h e n she i s accepted 
into the mi l i tary . D u r i n g that 
e ven t , w o m e n w h o h a v e 
boyfriends are left a "deposit . " 
That deposit u s u a l l y becomes 
k n o w n after a few m o n t h s , " 
B a n u r u s m a n sa id . "The resu l t 
is that the female cadet soldier 
mus t end her educa t i on , " he 
said. 

A n s w e r i n g l e g i s l a t o r s ' 
quest ions, B a n u r u s m a n sa id : 
"If needed, the examinat ion c a n 
be done by a w o m a n doctor." 
(Source; Today, 7 March 1996) 

NEW C U R E FOR AN O L D 
COMPLAINT 

C H I L E ( IPS )—Chi ld abuse 
may be a n o ld p rob l em b u t it 
h a s n e v e r m e r i t e d c l o s e 
a t t e n t i o n a n d s c r u t i n y . A t 
l e a s t , n o t u n t i l r e c e n t l y . 
Official f igures show that some 
300,000 m i n o r s are v i c t ims of 
p h y s i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
a g g r e s s i o n i n C h i l e . T h e 
country r a n k s t h i r d i n t e rms 
of the prevalence of ch i ld abuse 
a c c o r d i n g to t h e N a t i o n a l 
Women ' s Serv i ce . P u b l i c i t y 
c a m p a i g n s h a v e m a d e t h e 
public aware of th is widespread 
prob lem espec ia l l y s ince the 

case of a f i ve -month-o ld baby 
who was p u t into a c o m a by a 
bea t ing f rom her father, h i t 
the headl ines . 

T h e C h i l e a n p e d i a t r i c 
surgeon, who concentrated on 
the i ssue of c h i l d abuse for five 
years, expressed h is firustration 

at t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h i s 
p r o b l e m , a c c o r d i n g to 

h i m , ex is ted most ly i n 
industrialized nations 
a n d c u t s across a l l 

soc io -economic leve ls 
although he no ted that it 

i s more c o n c e a l e d i n the 
uppe r c lasses . He c i tes the 
need for enac t ing more laws 
that deal specif ically w i th c h i l d 
abuse as we l l as in fo rmat ion 
campa igns i n the m e d i a a n d 
commun i t y levels. 

GETTING T O U G H ON 
PAEDOPHILES 

P H I L I P P I N E S ( I P S ) — A n 
A u s t r a l i a n b u s i n e s s m a n 
c o n v i c t e d u n d e r a 1 9 9 2 
Ph i l i pp ine Law on Paedoph i l i a 
s i gna l s the start of concrete 
g o v e rnmen t efforts to c r a c k 
d o w n o n paedophi l i ac act iv i ty 
i n A s i a . S im i l a r ac t ions have 
s tar ted i n other count r i e s i n 
t h e r e g i o n . T h a i l a n d , for 
ins tance , i nd i c t ed a Japanese 
b u s i n e s s m a n for s e x u a l l y 
a b u s i n g two under -aged g i r ls 
i n the N o r t h e r n p rov ince of 
C h a n g Ma i . Aus t ra l i an Foreign 
M i n i s t e r A l e x a n d e r D o w n e s 
ini t iated a n inqu i i y i n response 
to r epo r t s of A u s t r a l i a n a i d 
m o n e y b e i n g e x t e n d e d to 
orphanages and schools w h i c h 
s u p p l y " c l e a n " c h i l d r e n for 
Aus t ra l i an d ip lomats—sending 
out a clear message that he w i l l 
no t to lerate s u c h u n e t h i c a l 
behavior from h i s compatr iots . 

P a e d o p h i l i a c a c t i v i t y 
reportedly abound i n the region 
w i t h c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s 

n u m b e r i n g to more t h a n a 
m i l l i o n i n A s i a . Whi le N G O s 
fighting paedoph i l i a are happy 
w i t h the recent efforts to curb 
these act iv i t ies, they s t i l l see 
t h e n e e d for s t r i c t e r 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of e x i s t i n g 
l a w s a s w e l l a s for r i c h e r 
countr i es to enact a n d enforce 
l a w s t h a t w o u l d p r o s e c u t e 
paedophi les r e tu rn ing to their 
o w n countr ies . 

TRAFFICKED INTO INDIA 
T h e I n d i a n a n d N e p a l i 

governments share compl ic i ty 
i n the abuse of t housands of 
w o m e n a n d g i r l s w h o are 
traf f icked from Nepal to India 
for the purposes of prostitution. 
"The wi l l ingness of Ind ian and 
Nepa l i government officials to 
to lerate a n d , i n some cases, 
part ic ipate i n the burgeoning 
flesh trade exacerbates abuse," 
says H u m a n R i gh t s W a t c h / 
A s i a i n a 9 0 - p a g e r e p o r t 
re leased i n J u l y 1995. 

H R W conc ludes that hal f of 
B o m b a y ' s 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 b r o t h e l 
workers are w o m e n a n d gir ls 
from Nepal . The report. Rape 
for Profit: Trafficking of Nepali 
Girls and Women to India's 
Brothels, says that the workers 
a re k e p t i n c o n d i t i o n s 
t an tamount to slavery. 

" H e l d i n debt bondage for 
years at a t ime, they are raped 
a n d s u b j e c t e d to s e v e r e 
beatings, exposed to AIDS, and 
face arbi trary impr i sonment . " 
Non-gove rnment w o r k e r s i n 
B o m b a y e s t i m a t e t h a t 20 
percent of Bombay ' s b ro the l 
workers are u n d e r the age of 
18 and at least ha l f c ou ld be 
infected w i t h A IDS . 

"These abuses are not only 
v i o l a t i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
recognized h u m a n rights but 
are especially prohibi ted under 
d o m e s t i c l a w s o f b o t h 
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count r i e s , " s tates a press 
release accompany ing the 
report. 

Based largely on interviews 
with trafficking victims, the 
report says that mamy prosti­
tutes are young women lured 
from remote villages and poor 
border communities in Nepal 
by local recruiters, relatives or 
neighbours promising jobs or 
marriage. They are then sold 
to brokers who deliver them to 
brothels in India. 

The women then must work 
to pay off both their purchase 
price plus interest. However, 
most never know what they 
"owe" or the terms of 
repayment. They are 
under constant survei­
l lance and face 
threats, beatings 
and other worse 
treatment if 
they misbehave. 

Hop ing for 
help from police or 
other officials is a waste 
of time. "Police are often 
the brothel owners ' best 
cUents," says HRW. "In India, 
po l ice and l o ca l o f f ic ia ls 
patronize brothels and protect 
brothel owners and traffickers." 
A n d despite h u m a n r ights 
oiganizations in Nepal reporting 
extensively on the problem of 
forced trafficking and identifying 
traffickers, there have been few 
arrests and even fewer 
prosecutions. 

The report out l ines the 
distressingly cyclical nature of 
the abuse. Women who have 
managed to survive the system 
of debt bondage frequently 
become recruiters to fulfill their 
owners' requirement that they 
find another girl to take their 
place. 

The report also notes that 
i n 1993, Vitit Muntarbhom, 
U n i t e d Na t i ons S p e c i a l 

Rapporteur on the Sale of 
Children, questioned the role 
of officials i n traff icking i n 
Nepal . "Law enforcement 
authorit ies are often weak, 
understaffed, undertrained and 
corrupt," said Muntarbhom. 
"There is an expansive web of 
c r im ina l i t y wh i ch explo i ts 
children and which abuses the 
open border with India." 

M u n t a r b h o m cal led for 
improved law enforcement, 
investigations and punishment 
of corrupt off icials, better 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l coopera t i on 
against trafficking (including 
nat ional co-operation wi th 
Interpol) and the establishment 
of national policies to deal with 
child exploitation. A l l these 
are supported by the Watch 

report . H u m a n R ights 
Wa tch/As i a says that 

despite an increased 
awareness of the 

problem of trafficking in 
women and children around 

the world the international 
cormnunity has "failed to make 
the control of human smuggling 
and forced prostitution issues of 
urgency for regional or global 
crime control initiatives. India, 
Nepal and the international 
community have an obligation to 
ensure that states rigorously 
pursue persecution of its own 
forces f ound gu i l t y of 
complicity with the industry." 

Human Rights Watch calls 
on India to protect the women 
and g ir ls whose r ights are 
violated within its territory, and 
on Nepal to improve the quality 
of its law enforcement persoimel 
at all levels. 
(Source: H u m a n Rights T r ibune , 
Vol. 3, Oct/Nov 1995) 

• 
L A Y M I D W I V E S U N D E R 
ASSAULT IN N Y S 
by DaiAd Yarrow 

Albany, NY—Witch hunts 
are past history, and recent 

effort has begun to establish 
women ' s r i gh t s , and re­
e s t ab l i sh women's r i t es— 
i n c l u d i n g the i r role as 
professional midwives inde­
pendent of medicine. 

B u t i n New York State 
(NYS) it's st i l l legal to hunt 
midwives. December 13, 1995 
Rober ta Devers-Scott was 
called to the Onondaga County 
Family Planning fi-ont office 
where she worked as counselor. 
There, two undercover investi­
gators and a pol ice office 
handed her a search warrant 
and handcuffed her. At the 
police station she was mug 
shot, fingerprinted and impri­
soned, charged with felony. 
Her home was searched and 
records seized. 

Her c r ime? Not d rug 
dealing, prost i tut ion, ch i ld 
abuse, street violence, murder. 
Roberta's felony was to help 
other women give b i r th at 
home, educate them about 
pregnancy , gu ide them 
through the b i r th process, 
empower women. Roberta 
pract iced lay midwifery i n 
central NY. 

Rober ta i sn ' t the only 
midwife under legal attack in 
NYS. Rather, a serious effort 
seems underway to subvert a 
1992 NYS law and aboUsh lay 
midwifery. To do so drastically 
reduces women's birth options 
and home births may become 
impossible, if not illegal. 

A n occas iona l off icial 
inquiry into traumatic out­
comes of abnormal births was 
normal—until recentiy. NYS 
played "bait and betray" tactics 
to trap lay midwives and 
suppress the ir practice as 
unlicensed profession. 

Statewide Harassment 
Summer "93 a Long Island 

New York midwife investigated 
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by Ekiucation Department Office 
of Professional Discipl ine is 
coerced to agree to stop 
practicing. 

Spring "94 Hudson Valley 
midwives J u l i a Kessler and 
Karen Pardini are charged by 
Hea l th Depa r tmen t w i t h 
vmlicensed midwife practice. 

October 95 midwife Maggie 
Kern investigated by Education 
Department Office of Profes­
sional Discipline. 

November '95 midwife 
Susan Frank investigated 
by Education Department 
Office of Professional 
Discipline. 

January 95 mid­
wife Hilary Schlinger 
investigated by Education 
Department Office of 
Professional Discipline. 

The Midwifery Connection 
of NY Fr i ends of Midwives 
reports investigations of other 
NY midwives. Two Toidwives 
who are also nurses, charged 
with professional misconduct , 
for practicing outside the scope 
of n u r s i n g , face i n t e r n a l 
hearings and loss of nursing 
licenses. 

NY midwives are under 
legal a t tack—jus t w h e n i t 
seemed no longer u n d e r 
medica l de f in i t ion and lay 
midwives had gained recogni­
tion. 

Politicians and preachers 
crow about Tamily values" •wiiile 
families are denied a basic right 
and rite: where and how to birth 
new family. Abortion is a i^^r^ 
national controversy while a 
woman's choice of how and 
with whom to birth her child is 
restricted. Rising medical costs 
challenge state, federal and 
family budgets while a low cost, 
safe tradition—^tested by time 
and proven effective worldwide— 
home birth with a midwife-is 
threatened with extinction. 

Legislative Bait 
In 1982 the Midwi fery 

Practice Act was introduced to 
NYS' Legislature to estabUsh 
midwifery as its own profession 
in NYS under the Education 
Departmentjurisdiction. Prior 
to this, NYS only recognized 
midwifery as nursing under the 
H e a l t h Depar tment , a n d 
nu r s e -m idw i v e s p rac t i c ed 
under physician supervision. 
Most states recognize and 
regulate midwifery as two 

separate p ro f ess ions : 
certified nurse-midwives 

a n d d i r ec t - en t ry 
midwives. The NY 
professional licensing 

b i l l , l obb i ed for by 
Midwives Alliance of NY 

(MANY) and NY Chapter of 
the American College of Nurse-
M idw i ves (ACNM) , sat i n 
committee unt i l 1988. 

The law 's i n t en t i s to 
Ucense all midwives, regardless 
of route of entry—not only 
nurse-midwives, but also those 
t r a i n e d a n d exper i enced 
outside the medical system (lay 
midwifery). The act addresses 
s tandards for d i rect -entry 
midwives through non-medical 
education and apprenticeship. 
Nurse-midwives certified by the 
Health Department are imme­
diately eligible for licensure. 
Midwives trained and licensed 
outside NY must validate their 
educa t i on and exper ience 
before a licensure exam. 

NYS Health Department Ad 
Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Education and Recruitment of 
Midwives (April 1990) and Task 
Force on Midwifery (April 1990) 
both recommended direct-
entry midwifery as a response 
to the dire need for more 
midw ives i n v a r i o u s care 
settings i n NY. 

InJime 1992, the lawpassed, 
sponsored by Senator Tarky 

Lombardi and Assembl5mian 
Richard Gottfried. But last 
minute negotiations with the 
medical soc ie ty changed 
" l i c ensed i n d i v i d u a l s who 
represent a cross-section of 
midwi fery prac t i ce and 
education" to "persons licensed 
or exempt under this section." 
This eliminated direct-entry 
education, leaving nursing the 
only education route, and lay 
midwives no voice or vote on 
the Board. 
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P R E V E N T F E M A L E G E N I T A L 
MUTILATION 
by Karen E. Kun 

Between 85 mi l l i on and 
115 mill ion women and girls 
cur r en t l y al ive have been 
subjected to female genital 
mutilation (FGM). Each year, 
approximately two million girls 
undergo FGM, which translates 
into 6,000 new cases a day, five 
per minute. The incidence 
continues to increase due to 
population growth, exportation 
of the prac t i ce t h r o u g h 
immigration, and because it is 
viewed as a prerequisite for 
marriage—primarily because it 
is thought to ensure virginity 
and is a means to cont ro l 
sexuality. 

F G M has s e r i o us 
ramif icat ions for g i r l s ' and 
women's health. Immediate 
effects from F G M i n c l u d e 
infect ion, shock, swe l l ing , 
hemorrhage, and accidental 
damage to the surrounding 
urethra, vagina, or rectum. 
Long-term effects can include 
urinary tract complications, 
chron i c pe lv ic i n f e c t i ons , 
in f e r t i l i t y , a n d obs te t r i c 
complications. Moreover, its 
implications for pregnancy are 
serious. The World Heal th 
Organization estimates that 
women subjected to F G M are 
twice as l i k e l y to die i n 
childbirth as FGM can damage 
the reproductive tract and 
cause scarring, increasing the 
r i s k of o b s t r u c t i o n a n d 
hemorrhage in labor. 

In addition, F G M may be 
linked with agreater risk of HIV 
transmission in four ways: the 
use of unsterilized instruments 
such as knives or blades in its 
performance; blood transfu­
s ions due to tear ing and 
bleeding during childbirth; a 
h igher i n c i d ence of a n a l 
intercourse since Einecdotal 
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evidence indicate that some 
women who have been 
subjected to FGM find it more 
comfortable t h a n vag ina l 
penetration. 

To date, studies exploring 
the correlation between FGM 
and enhanced r i sk of HIV 
infection are noticeably absent 
from medical literature. Given 
the magnitude of HIV infection 
i n the sub-Saharan Africa, 
research on any practice which 
may increase the r i s k of 
t r a n s m i s s i o n m u s t be 
pr ior i t i zed. The WHO and 
other medica l and hea l th -
related organizations must lead 
i n advocat ing for the 
performance of such research, 
as it has been ignored for too 
long, and the implications of 
this neglect are immense. 

Increased financial support 
i s needed if s u b - S a h a r a n , 
Afr ican nat ions, grassroots 
women 's g roups w o r k i n g 
throughout the region, and the 
Inter-African Committee on 
T r a d i t i o n a l P rac t i c es (an 
umbrella group with national 
commit tees i n 24 A f r i c an 
countries) are to eradicate FGM 
and other harmful traditional 
practices and increase the use 
of beneficial practices. 

Enhanced cooperation and 
better integration must also 
ensue between non-govemment 
humanitarian organizations, 
na t i ona l governments, UN 
bodies, heedth researchers, 
advocates, and other concerned 
indiv iduals if F G M is to be 
success fu l l y combatted. 
Count r i e s that provide 
developmental assistance to 
na t i ons where F G M is 
practiced should also call for 
the integration of education on 
the dangers of F G M into 
materna l and ch i l d hea l th 
courses, primary care, family 
planning, and HIV prevention 

Joy Ibay 

efforts that they are funding. 
Such an integration would go 
far in disseminating knowledge 
about the se r i ous hea l th 
ramifications of FGM. 

Individuals of a l l races, 
cultures, and nations must 
unite in the campaign against 
FGM. Only by enhancing the 
moral, financial and technical 
support for groups such as the 
Inter-Afiican Committee and 
other indigenous groups that 
educate people about FGM's 
negative effects, only through 
enhanc ing the cooperation 
between NGOs, government 
agencies, researchers, and 
advocates, and only through 
integrating the message about 
the negative effects of FGM into 
community health programs 
will the campaign against FGM 
succeed. 
From the Women's International 
Public Health Network, Summer 
1995 

From the E-mail 

HUMANITARIAN S E X T O U R I S M ? 
It is an open secret that also 

i n Z e n i c a p r o s t i t u t i o n is 
increasing. We are alarmed by 
the fact that th is concerns 
especially young women and 
girls sometimes not older than 
14 years. The places for making 
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contact are known: the vicinity 
of b ig ho t e l s l i ke Ho t e l 
International, Metallurg, Dom 
Penzionera, and other central 
places like the main bridge or 
Radakovo. 

It seems that most clients 
are Internationals, i.e. male 
members of hiomanitarian and 
other international organisa­
tions whose task it should be 
to he lp improve the l i v ing 
conditions i n Bosn ia Instead, 
by b u y i n g sex they take 
advantage of economical need 
and inexper ience of young 
women and girls. This fact 
i t s e l f i s a s c a n d a l . It i s 
outrag ing cons ider ing that 
thousands of women have been 
subject to rape, sexual violation 
and torture i n this country 
during the war. 

The increase of prostitution 
is a typical symptom of post 
war times. Especially i n places 
where there are a lot of 
international male staff and 
soldiers. This is known from 
other countries like Germany 
or the P h i l i p p i n e s , where 
women and girls are forced to 
prostitute themselves i n order 
to survive. 

Medica wil l start to monitor 
and observe the situation i n 
Zenica. We ask al l organisa­
tions working with women and 
g i r l s to prov ide u s w i t h 
whatever in fo rmat ion they 
have on this subject to mobilise 
their donators and head offices 
for s e t t ing u p income 
generating projects especially 
for women and girls. 

Last but not least we urge 
all head of offices to look into 
this matter with due care and 
dismiss immediately all male 
staff members having sex with 
minors or taking advantage of 
the miserable s i tua t i on of 
many women in Zenica. Sexual 
exploitation is not a matter of 

privacy! 
Contact apcadmin@x)c.apc.org or 
the Association for Progressive 
Communication International 
Secretariat, Rua Vicente de Souza, 
29 Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro, RJ 
22251-070 Brazil 

Want ing to avoid further 
arguments, she asked him to 
leave the house and not to 
come back unless he could give 
her the necessary papers. 

"Later that evening, 
Mylene's husband returned 
d r u n k a n d w i t h a male 
companion. Mylene was on the 
phone with her friend when 
his husband started arguing 
with her again, with his friend 
jo in ing him. Not wanting to 
argue, Mylene locked herself in 
the bedroom with her son. Her 
h u s b a n d , enraged, k i cked 
down the door and began 
beating her. While he beat her, 
Chan-gyu Park also repeatedly 
threatened to make true his 
ear l i e r threa ts to commit 
suic ide by jump ing off the 

fourth floor and taking her 
out of the house while trying along with him. Thinking 
to undress her, t r ied to \  of her child, Mylene tried 

A F iL iP iNA BATTERED IN KOREA 
fThe following is excerpted from 

a letter that came into our office that 
dramatizes the lack of protection for 
Filipinas married to men in South 
Korea.-Ed.) 

"On 10 November 1995, my 
friend Mylene Luminar ias -
Park, a Filipinabased in Tejon, 
Korea, almost lost her life. Her 
Korean husband, Chan-gyu 
Park had repeatedly banged 
her head to the wall and a steel 
door, s lapped her severa l 
times, dragged her by the hair 

choke her and throw 
her down the stairs, 
and almost forced her 
to j u m p from the 
fourth floor of their 
apartment building. 

"Irked by his lack 
of concern at their 
son's illness, Mylene 
had berated her 
husband and told 
h im that it might 
be best for her and 
the child to go home 
to the Phil ippines. 
The a rgument 
continued unt i l the \ 
following morning. At 
this point, her husband 
brought u p the subject of 
divorce, which they had been 
d iscuss ing for the past few 
months. When she inquired 
about the son, he told her that 
she would have to ask the 
judge. Knowing fuUy weU that 
Korean courts would favor the 
father, Mylene insisted that he 
give her their son's passport. 

to hang on to anything 
she could hold on to. 

"It was a good 
th ing that Mylene, 
fearing for her safety, 
did not hung up the 
phone so her friend 

could hear what was 
going on. After hearing 
what was going on, 
Mylene's friend left her 
dormitory residence 

a n d s u m m o n e d the 
fwUce. 

"The police arrived 
only to first ask for 
My lene ' s name, 
na t i ona l i t y and 
passport. They were 

more concerned about her 
h u s b a n d whose foot was 
bleeding because he shattered 
their glass sliding door. By this 
time too, Chan-gyu's sister and 
My lene ' s f r i end h a d also 
arrived. The sister lived nearby 
and immed ia t e l y became 
worried about her brother's self 
-inflicted injuries. As Mylene 

Sandra Torrijas 
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w a s l e a v i n g to f i n d s h e l t e r 
e lsewhere, Chan-g j ru s h o u t e d 
at h e r : " Y o u r h u s b a n d i s 
heaven. Y o u are b u t ear th . " 

Mylene has sought assistance 
from the Philippine embassy which 
has responded positively and 
supported her needs. But the 
problem of child custody remains. 
Many Filipinas who have gone to 
South Korea to marry—many 
through arranged marriages—end 
up battered and wanting to escape 
with their children but are unaware 
of the biases in South Korean laws. 
Those who did manage to get out 
of the cycle of domestic violence 
have found it impossible to bring 
their children. 

Mylene Luminarias-Park is 
requesting for letters of support 
appealing to the South Korean 
authorities to allow her to go home 
with her child. In addition, she is 
asking for assistance from 
women's groups in Korea. Send 
letters to your Korean Embassy. 

RALLY AROUND IRENE 
Irene Fernandez , D i rec tor 

of Tenaganita, i s be ing charged 
by the M a l a y s i a n government 
of v io la t ing the 1984 P r in t ing 
Presses a n d Pub l i c a t i ons Act . 
Her t r i a l s tar ted las t 10 to 14 
J u n e 1996 at the Mag is t ra tes 
Cour t (5A) i n K u a l a L u m p u r . 

Irene made a n app l i ca t i on 
to the H i g h C o u r t o n 30 May 
1996 to transfer the case from 
the Mag is t ra tes C o u r t to the 
H i g h C o u r t . O n e of the k ey 
reasons for t h i s app l i ca t i on i s 
to cha l l enge the v a l i d i t y o f 
S e c t i o n 8 A of t h e P r i n t i n g 
Presses and Publ icat ions Act as 
it may be ultra vires to the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n u n d e r Ar t i c l e 10 
w h i c h guarantees the r ight to 
freedom of express ion . T h u s , 
b e c a u s e o f t h i s u n u s u a l 
dif f iculty i n the law, the case 
is better hea rd at a H i g h C o u r t 
level. However, the appl icat ion 
for transfer to H i g h C o u r t was 

d i s m i s s e d by the judge on 5 
J u n e 1996. T h u s the tr ial took 
place as s chedu l ed from 10-14 
J u n e 1996, at the Magistrates 
C o u r t (5A), i n K u a l a L u m p u r . 

We w o u l d l ike to request 
y o u r suppor t i n the fol lowing 
ways: 
1. Ho l d vis ible forms of protest 
i n y o u r c o u n t r y e s p e c i a l l y 
where the M a l a y s i a n Embassy 
i s s i tua ted . Please cont inue to 
s e n d letters of protest to the 
P r ime M i n i s t e r a n d D e p u t y 
Pr ime M in i s t e r of Ma lays ia . 
2. Ge t h o l d a n d d isseminate 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . We have 
p r i n t e d p a m p h l e t s for 
d is tr ibut ion. Please refer to the 
E - M a i l address g iven below for 
requests for pamphle ts a n d for 
further in fo rmat ion re lated to 
necessary act ions. 
3. M a k e i ndependen t p ress 
s t a t e m e n t s s t a t i n g o u r 
f undamen ta l r ight to freedom 
of express ion a n d concern over 
t reatment of migrant workers . 
T h a n k y o u . 

Y o u r s Sincerely, 
Cather ine A. 

Those wishing to join the campcdgn 
for Irene Fernandez can contact 
pannp(dgeo2.popteL org. uk 

Isis International-Chile: P O S T B E I J I N G 

N l ' W S I . l ' I T I ' U 

Isis I n t ema t ina t i ona l -Ch i l e has l a u n c h e d a 

post B e i j i n g N e w s l e t t e r m o n i t o i m g the 

P l a t f o r m for A c t i o n o n hea l th issues. 

A G F . N D . \D is a Span i sh language 

quar ter ly p u b l i c a t i o n for the W o r m e n and 

H e a l t h P r o g r a m o f Isis I n t e r n a t i o n a l - C h i l e . 

E a c h issue conta ins; 

• In f o rmat i on o n w o m e n and hea l th f r o m 

di f ferent perspect ives 

• Anidysis o f ac t ion and w o r k by w o m e n o n 

hea l th 

• M a i n proposals by w o m e n ' s g roups a n d / o r 

i n t e rna t i ona l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

A n n u a l subsc r i p t i on rate f o r A g e n d a Sa lud 

is U S $10.00 for 4 issues o f 8 pages each. 

D A T A B A S E O N W O M E N : V I O L E N C E 

A G A I N . S I W O M I ' N I N L A T I N A M E R I C A 

A N D m i : C A R I B B I ' A N : A new publica­
tion from Isis International-Chile 

A directory o f 241 entries o f g r o u p and 

inst i tut ions in the reg ion that w o r k o n the 

issue o f V io l ence against W o m e n . 

T o get this impo r t an t b o o k please m a i l U S 

$30 (this inc ludes air ma i l charges.) 

O R D E R F O R M 

Please send me 

Agenda S;i lud 

Data base on W o m e n : V i o l e n c e Aga ins t 

W o m e n in La t i n A m e r i c a and the C a r i b b e a n 

Name 

Organ iza t ion 

Address 

C i t y Z i p 

Code C o u n t r y 

I am inc lud ing a check for da ted 

Please note: A l l checks are cashed by a n o r t h 

amer ican bank, w i t h an Isis I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

account . 

Please mai l to: Isis I n t e m a c i o n a l , C a s i l l a 2 0 6 7 , 

C o r r e o C e n t r a l , Sant iago , C h i l e 

Te lephone: (56-2) 638 22 19; 633 4.S 8 2 

Fax: (56-2) 638 31 42 

E - M a i l : i s i s@ax .apc .org 
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The problems are 
media and education" 

by Luz Maria Martinez 

"In 10 years, we will be the leaders." 

. t h ink our prob lems are rooted i n educat ion and 
the m e d i a " , s ays R e s h m a P a t t n i , 12-year o ld 
e d i t o r i a l b o a r d m e m b e r of the New Moon, a 
pub l i c a t i on based i n the U.S .A . for young gir ls 

I wr i t ten by young gir ls. 

"T.V. tells girls that they have to be sk inny and 
that they have to be beaut i fu l . They are always 
saying that y ou have to wear make-up and look 
nice and everything. That the whole reason why 
you are here is to make boys l ike you . 

"I j u s t don't th ink so. 1 don't t h ink gir ls shou ld 
have to live up to men's and boys ' expectations. I 
th ink they shou ld be able to be their own person, 
whomever they l ike to be and not what other people 
want them to be. It shou ld not real ly matter i f you 
are sk inny or fat or ugly." 

At the Women's Wor ld Conference i n Beij ing, 
Reshma, sur rounded by feminists, contemplates 
the meaning of feminism for herself. "In some things 
1 a m a n d i n some th ings I'm sort of iffy about 
feminism. Y o u can perhaps consider me a feminist 
when I feel real ly strong about something and have 
to say what I'm th ink ing . A feminist is a woman or 
a m a n who is concerned about women's r ights and 
is concerned about gir ls and how they are growing 
up to be. A feminist real ly gets i n there and does 
not only say we real ly have to change this and that 
and then put it out of her m i n d . A feminist goes 
and does something about it. That is what I consider 
a feminist." 

Reshma, a 6 th grader of Indian and Croat ian 
descent looked a round i n Beij ing and w i th eyes 
g leaming w i th en thus ias im, sa id : "I'm glad we girls 
had a chance to come now and that we are getting 
heard , because i n 10 years we w i l l be the leaders 
and w e l l have to know about these i s sues . " ? 
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Many girl children are 
treated as excess 
population to be elimi­
nated. Others are con­
trolled, reshaped and 
harnessed to changing 
social ends. 

h e indigenous inhabitants of 
A l a s k a , C a n a d a a j i d G r e e n l s i n d , 
t h e I n u i t , s a y , t h a t w e d o n o t i n ­
h e r i t l a n d f r o m o u r g tnces to rs . W e 
b o r r o w i t f r o m o u r c h i l d r e n a n d 
w e h a v e , i n d e e d , b o r r o w e d i t . B u t 
w h a t k i n d o f a w o r l d a r e w e h e i n d -
i n g o v e r to t h e m ? It i s a w o r l d i n 
a c r i s i s o f u n s u s t a i n a b i l i t y t h a t 
t h r e a t e n s o u r h u m a n f u t u r e . It i s 
a w o r l d t o r n a p a r t b y c o n f l i c t s , 
d r e i i n e d o f r e s o u r c e s , p o i s o n e d b y 
t o x i c w a s t e s . It i s a w o r l d o f i n ­
c r e a s i n g i m p o v e r i s h m e n t a n d i n ­
c r e a s i n g w e a l t h — w h e r e t h e b o t ­
t o m 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e t o s u r v i v e o n 
o n l y 1.4 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
w o r l d ' s r e s o u r c e s , 
w h i l e t h e t o p 2 0 p e r ­
c e n t o f t h e r i c h o w n 
and c o n t r o l 8 5 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e w o r l d ' s r e ­
s o u r c e s . C a n s u c h a 
w o r l d p r o v i d e f o r o u r 
c h i l d r e n a ind t h e i r c h i l ­
d r e n t h e r e a f t e r ? 

W e n e e d a g l o b a l 
s h i f t i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f 
d e v e l o p m e n t — f r o m 
t h e c u r r e n t p a t t e r n o f 
u n s u s t a i n a b i l i t y t o a 
m o d e o f d e v e l o p m e n t 
t h a t is t r u l y s u s t a i n ­
able. S u s t a i n a b l e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t i s a l i f e - o r -
d e a t h n e c e s s i t y a n d 
n o t s i m p l y a " so f t o p ­
t i o n " t o b e a d d e d t o 
mEiinstrecim d e v e l o p m e n t . S u s ­
t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t i s a b o u t 
c h i l d r e n b e c a u s e t h e y a r e t h e f u ­
ture. T h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y a n d t h e 
next m i l l e n n i u m b e l o n g to t h e m 
a n d t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s . 

I n d e e d , w h e n t h e c o n c e p t o f 
"sustEi inab le d e v e l o p m e n t * was 

f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d i n Our Common 
Future ( W o r l d C o m m i s s i o n o n E n ­
v i r o n m e n t a n d D e v e l o p m e n t , 
1 9 8 7 ) , t h e c h i l d r e n ' s n e e d s w e r e 
p l a c e d a t t h e c o r e : ' S u s t a i n a b l e 
d e v e l o p m e n t i s d e v e l o p m e n t 
w h i c h m e e t s t h e n e e d s o f t h e 
p r e s e n t w i t h o u t c o m p r o m i s i n g 
t h e a b i l i t y o f f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s 
to m e e t t h e i r o w n n e e d s . ' 

S u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t i s 
t h u s a b o u t t h e " w o r l d ' s c h i l ­
d r e n " — a c o n c e p t o f g l o b a l r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y i n t r o d u c e d b y M r . J e i m e s 
G r a n t , t h e l a t e E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s 
F u n d ( U N I C E F ) . T o fu l f i l t h i s g lo ­
b a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s u s t a i n a b l e de ­
v e l o p m e n t a l so h a s to be a b o u t " t h e 
c h i l d r e n ' s w o r l d " — t h a t i s , a w o r l d 
t h a t w i l l e n s u r e t h e i r s e c u r i t y a n d 
w e l l - b e i n g n o t j u s t i n t h e n e x t g e n ­
e r a t i o n b u t i n t h e g e n e r a t i o n s to 
fo l low. U l t i m a t e l y , s u s t a i n a b l e de ­
v e l o p m e n t m u s t m e a n sustEiin-
a b i l i t y f r o m o n e g e n e r a t i o n to t h e 
n e x t . 

T h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s D e v e l o p ­
m e n t P r o g r a m m e ( U N D P ) h a s d e ­
f i n e d " s u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t " 
a s " d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t n o t o n l y g e n ­
e r a t e s e c o n o m i c g r o w t h b u t d i s ­
t r i b u t e s i t s b e n e f i t s e q u i t a b l y ; t h a t 
r e g e n e r a t e s t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
r a t h e r t h a n d e s t r o y i n g i t ; t h a t e m ­

p o w e r s p e o p l e r a t h e r t h a n 
m a r g i n a l i s i n g t h e m . It g i v e s p r i ­
o r i t y to t h e p o o r , e n l a r g i n g t h e i r 
c h o i c e s a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d 
p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
d e c i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g t h e m . It i s de ­
v e l o p m e n t t h a t i s p r o - p o o r , p r o -
n a t u r e , p r o - j o b s a n d p r o - w o m e n . " 

S u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t i s 
a l s o n e c e s s a r i l y p r o - c h i l d r e n — 
p r o - g i r l s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

A t t h e F o u r t h W o r l d C o n f e r ­
e n c e o n W o m e n t h a t t o o k p l a c e 
r e c e n t l y i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 5 , 
4 0 , 0 0 0 w o m e n g a t h e r e d to a f f i r m 
t h e k i n d o f w o r l d t h e y w a n t to l i ve 
i n . I n t h e w o r k t h e y e n v i s i o n e d , 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o c e s s e s w i l l e m ­
p o w e r p e o p l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w o m e n . S u c h a w o r l d w i l l b e 
f o u n d e d o n s u s t a i n a b l e l i v e l i ­
h o o d s a n d s t a b l e l i v e s i n h e a l t h y 
c o m m u n i t i e s . It w i l l b e b u i l t o n 
p e a c e a n d l o n g t e r m c o n f l i c t - r e s o ­
l u t i o n . I n s u c h a w o r l d , c h i l d r e n 
CEin g r o w u p seifely to t a k e o w n ­
e r s h i p o f t h e f u t u r e t h a t i s t h e i r s , 

for t h e f u t u r e b e l o n g s to 
c h i l d r e n o n l y i f t h e y a c ­
t u a l l y l i v e l o n g e n o u g h 
to s e e i t . 

GIRL CHILDREN AT 
RISK 

T h e r e c a n b e n o 
s u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t i f t h e l i v e s a n d 
b o d i e s o f c h i l d r e n a r e 
c o n s t e m t l y p u t a t risk. 
" I n 1 9 7 9 , t h e I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Y e a r of t h e C h i l d 
w a s l a u n c h e d , a c c o m ­
p a n i e d b y i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l l y t e l e v i s e d a c c o u n t s 
of c h i l d r e n w h o s e l i v e s 
w e r e d e v a s t a t e d b y f a m ­
i n e , vjar, a n d p o v e r t y ... 
[ The re is] a c h a s m b e ­
t w e e n ... i d e a l i s e d c o n ­
c e p t s o f c h i l d h o o d a n d 
t h e r e a l i t i e s o f m a n y 

c h i l d r e n ' s l i v e s , b o t h i n t h e T h i r d 
W o r l d and i n t h e h e a r t o f F i r s t 
W o r l d u r b a n c e n t r e s . A d e c a d e 
l a t e r , a n e x p l o s i o n o f m e d i a cov­
e rage o f c h i l d a b u s e , a n d p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y c h i l d s e x u a l a b u s e , a g a i n 
c h a l l e n g e d t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s 
a b o u t c h i l d h o o d e ind m a d e p u b l i c 

AH over the 
world, the girl 

child is the child 
whose life and 
body are most 

at risk. 
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An anti-dowry demonstration in Delhi 

the private l ives of ch i ld ren w i th 
no access to the m y t h i c 'wa l led 
garden' of "Happy, Safe, Protected, 
Innocent Chi ldhood ' . " 

A l l over the wor ld, the g ir l ch i ld 
is the chi ld whose life and body are 
most at risk. As noted in the intro­
duct ion of the book Children and 
the Politics of Culture, edited by S. 
Stephens, not only Eire ch i ldren put 
at risk, they are often seen as "the 
risk." T h u s , " some c h i l d r e n [are 
treated] as people out of place aind 
excess populat ion to be e l iminated, 
while others mus t be control led, re­
shaped, and harnessed to chang­
ing social ends." 

G i r l ch i l d r en Eire the ones who 
Eire most often regarded as " r i s k s . " 
In many societies, g ir ls live i n per i l 
because the r i s k factor l ies s i m ­
ply i n be ing female. 

In c o u n t r i e s of every eco­
nomic a n d soc ia l prof i le, gender 
i n e q u i t y w o r k s a g a i n s t g i r l s 
t h r o u g h o u t the i r l i ves . A w ide 
range of d i s c r im ina to ry a nd vio­
lent pract ices are inst i tut ionsi l ised 
in cu l tu ra l t rad i t ions Eind thereby 
l eg i t imated as ' soc ia l n o r m s ' so 
rout ine ly prac t i sed that they be­
come inv i s ib l e . These sys t emic 
forms of d i s c r im ina t i on Eind vio­
lence against the g i r l c h i l d can ­
not be d i s counted as rEindom ac­
cidents. S u c h pract ices have to 
be e l iminated i n an equal ly sys­
temat i c m a n n e r i n a l l con tex t s 
where they are perpetrated. 

Violence against g ir ls can oc­
cur at b i r th or even before. De­
spite the increased life expectEincy 
of women, there are now one h u n ­
dred m i l l i o n " m i s s i n g g i r l s " who 
shou ld be silive yet are not. The 
unba lanced sex ratio of the wor ld 
populat ion is a g r im indicator of 
the persistence and severity of d is­
c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t g i r l s a n d 
women. 

Female infEinticide cont inues 
to be pract ised i n m a n y countr ies . 
Worse st i l l , i ts scope has been en­
l a r g e d t h r o u g h the m i s u s e of 
medica l technology—in particulEir, 
the misuse of Eimniocentesis Eind 
abort ion as the means of t e rm i ­
n a t i n g the g e s t a t i o n of f ema le 
foetuses. Sex-selective abort ions 
are nearly 100 percent female. 

The under l y ing causes for the 
systematic homic ide of gir l babies 
are: 
• A gender h ierarchy that makes 
the b i r th of a gir l ch i ld Ein unwe l ­
come arr ival of a social ly inferior 
be ing w h o m the fEimily sees as a 
l iabi l i ty , not Ein asset 
• Soc ia l and economic condit ions 
that further pressure the fsimily to 
rid themselves of such a l iabil ity. 

Accord ing ly , act ion needs to 
be u n d e r t a k e n bo th i n the long 
a n d shor t t e r m . In the longer 
t e rm, we mus t e l iminate the gen­
der h ie rarchy that threatens the 
life-chEinces of women, girls Eind 
even f ema le f o e tuses . At the 
F o u r t h W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e o n 
Women , it was recognised that the 
r ights and realit ies of gir l ch i ldren 
are inseparab l e f rom the r ights 
and real it ies of adult women. In 
societies where d iscr iminat ion Eind 
v i o l ence c ons t i tu t e the r ou t ine 
treatment of adult women, girls too 
w i l l be r o u t i n e l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
against and abused. If women are 
regEirded as soc ia l ly infer ior be­
ings, then gir ls too wi l l be so re­
garded. The gender hierEirchy is 
not a static s tructure , but one that 
is actively reproduced through the 
inter-generat ional trEinsmission of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d v i o l e n c e 
against a l l female persons of all 
ages. 

In the shorter term, we need 
to chEinge or el iminate those pol i ­
cies Eind pract ices that have the 
effect of p lac ing the lives of g i r l 
ch i ld ren i n danger. A n example 

of th is w o u l d be " one -ch i ld " popu­
lat ion contro l pol ic ies. In mEile-
biased societies where sons Eire de­
sired, s u c h pol ic ies t end to lead to 
femsile infeinticide, because many 
famil ies want the i r one ch i l d to be 
a son , not a daughte r . S u c h a 
s i tuat ion is re inforced by k insh ip 
s t ructures that award the rights 
of descent, ownersh ip , Eind inher­
itance only to males . If only a son 
can inher i t and trEinsmit the fam­
ily name and the resources that 
go w i th the name , then i n a s i tua­
t ion where only one ch i l d per fam­
ily is a l lowed, female infant ic ide 
comes to be seen as a "rationEil so­
lu t i on " for ensur ing fEimily cont i ­
nui ty . 

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e w o u l d be 
dowry s y s t ems , w h i c h have l ed 
fEimilies to impover i sh themselves 
t h r o u g h o f f e r i ng u n a f f o r d a b l e 
dowries to mEury off their daugh­
ters. S u c h d o w r y s y s t ems are 
based on deeply patriEirchEil k i n ­
ship pat terns where "wife-givers" 
are s t ruc tura l l y inferior to "wife-
takers , " so that a dowry has to be 
given as compensat ion for "wife-
takers " to take away a family l i ­
abil ity. In cases where the dowry 
is d e e m e d i n a d e q u a t e , " d owry 
d e a t h s " have o c c u r r e d , where 
brides have been l i teral ly burnt to 
dea th . E v e r y d a y i n Ind ia , five 
women Eire bu rn t i n dowry-related 
d isputes. E a c h dowry death not 
only k i l l s a y o u n g womEin; it also 
re in forces the gender h ierarchy, 
tel l ing poor families how unaffor­
dable daughters are. Therefore, if 
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dowries cannot 
be afforded and 
daughters can­
not be marr i ed 
off, t h e n i n a 
soc i e t y w h e r e 
women have no 
s o c i a l s t a t u s 
e x c e p t a s 
w i v e s , f ema le 
i n f a n t i c i d e 
c o m e s to be 
seen as a " r a ­
t ional so lut ion" 
for r e d u c i n g 
family l iabil ity. 

Th i s is the 
d i s t u r b i n g chc i racter is t ic of sys­
temic violence: i t is not a n acc i ­
dent of u n t h i n k i n g i m p u l s e , but 
the outcome of "oppor tuni ty -cost " 
ca lcu la t ions of the relative wor th 
of femeJe l ives and male l ives. In 
th is s i tua t i on , po l icy intervent ions 
m u s t be targeted not j u s t at i n d i ­
v i dua l acts of violence bu t at the 
unde r l y ing causes that lead to the 
sys t emic v i o l ence— name l y , the 
processes and s t ruc tures that sys­
temat ica l ly reduce the wor th of fe­
male l ives. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS 
A key pol icy intervent ion is the 

comprehens ive p romot i on of the 
e m p o w e r m e n t a n d r i g h t s of 
w o m e n and g ir ls , i n c lud ing rights 
of descent, ownersh ip and inher­
i tance, as we l l as fu l l soc ia l eind 
leggd s t a tus as h u m a n persons . 
The P lat form for Ac t i on that has 
emerged f rom the F o u r t h W o r l d 
Conference o n W o m e n m u s t be 
tgiken ser iously as a charter for ac­
t i on , because the fate of today's 
w o m e n direct ly affects the fate of 
today's g ir ls who may or may not 
become tomorrow's women. To do 
th i s i n eaimest, we need greater 
c ommi tmen t , accountab i l i t y and 
resources f rom governments and 
society at large. The chsJlenge is 
to i m p l e m e n t the r e c o m m e n d a ­
t ions that have been agreed upon 
by the in t e rna t i ona l c ommun i t y , 
so that they w i l l ac tua l ly improve 
the l i f e -chances E ind r ea l i t i es of 
women eind g ir ls everywhere. 

The gains made by women i n 
e x p a n d i n g the scope of h u m a m 

The massive process of 
globalization, while opening 

up new opportunities for 
some, exposes many odiers— 

especially girl children—to 
new risks. 

rights to the fami l ia l doma in are 
also gains for ch i ld ren , i n add i t ion 
to the advances ins t i tu t i ona l i sed 
i n t h e U N C o n v e n t i o n o n th e 
Rights of the C h i l d . A s po in ted 
out by M . J o h n i n " C h i l d r e n ' s 
Rights i n a Free-meirket C u l t u r e " 
in the book Children and the Poli­
tics of Culture: "Poss ib ly one of the 
most content ious assert ions in the 
Conven t i on is that the rights of 
y o u n g peop le c a n best be p ro ­
moted w i th in the context of a 'pro­
tective' and ' nur tu r ing ' family." 

B u t of course, whi le a protec­
tive Eind n u r t u r i n g family may be 
the des ired idea l , the reality is of­
ten otherwise. Indeed, as noted 
by Stephens: W h i l e the family is 
st i l l privi leged as the ideal protec­
tive frame for chi ldren 's wel l-be­
ing, the Convent ion also acknowl ­
edges that many ch i ld ren live out­
side fcimilies i n s i tuat ions of wair 
and abandonment , and that ch i l ­
d r e n s h o u l d edso be p r o t e c t e d 
against abuse and neglect w i th in 
fami l ies . " 

Fami l y violence occurs more 
frequently than is acknowledged. 
It is a form of systemic violence that 
is usua l ly invisible or, worse st i l l , 
condoned. L ike women 's rights, 
chi ldren's rights are h u m a n rights, 
especially the rights of girl ch i ldren 
in the feimilial domain. 

The Internat ional Conference 
on Popu la t i on a n d Deve lopment 
(ICPD) i n Cairo he ld i n 1994 was 
a watershed for its v is ible demon­
st ra t ion that women 's empower­
m e n t , heedth a n d r e p r o d u c t i v e 
rights mus t be recognized as de­

velopment priorities. 
W o m e n ' s e m ­

powerment at ICPD 
is also chi ldren's em­
powerment. Women 
g ive b i r t h to c h i l ­
dren. The promotion 
of w o m e n ' s r ep ro ­
duc t i v e hezdth a n d 
reproduc t i v e r i ghts 
w o u l d he lp ensure 
that every chi ld who 
is b o m is a WEinted 
a n d h e a l t h y c h i l d . 
Because popu la t i on 
p o l i c i e s targe t the 
f e r t i l i t y o f c e r t a i n 

categories of women, these policies 
have the power of determining the 
very existence of particuleir catego­
ries of ch i ldren , especial ly the chi l ­
d ren of poor women and the ch i l ­
d ren of ind igenous women. These 
ch i ld ren are the most vulnerable 
of the vulnerable . 

ICPD thus moved the gains of 
the W o r l d S u m m i t for C h i l d r e n 
one step further. At the Chi ldren 's 
S u m m i t , governments made com­
m i t m e n t s to prov id ing universe j 
pre-nata l care and tra ined atten­
d a n t s d u r i n g c h i l d b i r t h , a n d 
recognised women's special heal th 
eind nut r i t i ona l needs at al l stages 
of their lives. However, ICPD ad­
dressed the reproduct i ve po l icy 
f ramework w h i c h sets the param­
eters for the very existence of chi l ­
d ren . 

W o m e n can exercise their re­
product ive rights only when they 
eire empowered to do so. The con­
trol of women's fertility i s also re­
lated to the control of their sexu­
ality. Female genita l mut i l a t i on 
con t inues to be inf l ic ted on gir l 
ch i ld ren as a customary means of 
c o n t r o l l i n g t h e i r s e x u a l i t y and 
therefore their fertility. Women's 
rights over their own bodies thus 
const i tute the foundat ion of their 
rights to economic and pol it ical re­
sources. 

The U N has designated 1996 
as the Internat ional Year for the 
E r a d i c a t i o n of Poverty. In th i s 
year, nationeil pol ic ies and strate­
g i e s s h o u l d be f o r m u l a t e d or 
strengthened to reduce substem-
tially overall poverty i n the short-
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A girl's sad eyes tell it all. 

est poss ib le t ime , to reduce i n ­
equalities, and to "eradicate abso­
lute poverty by a target date to be 
specified by each country i n its na-
tioned context." These policies and 
strategies mus t necessairily address 
the economic realities, needs and 
rights of women and girls since they 
now form the majority of the poor. 
If pover ty is not e rad i ca t ed for 
women in this generation, then that 
wi l l become the inheritance of girls 
i n the next. 

SUSTAINABLE HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT IN AN ERA OF 
GLOBALIZATION 

There is a n urgen t need to 
implement the internat ional agree­
ments that have come out of the 
U N conferences on global develop­
ment he ld since 1992. Th i s need 
is peirticulatrly acute as the wor ld 
undergoes a mass ive process of 
g lobal izat ion, a process that has 
opened up new opportuni t ies for 
some but exposed many others to 

n e w r i s k s . 
Cap i ta l , labour , 
g oods a n d re ­
s o u r c e s a r e 
m o v i n g m u c h 
m o r e r a p i d l y 
across nationeil 
boundar ies , u n ­
l e a s h i n g i n ­
t ense i n t e r n a ­
t iona l compet i ­
t i o n . P r o d u c ­
t i o n a n d c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s 
systems are i n ­
creasingly com­
p u t e r i s e d a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i s e d . 
E m p l o y m e n t 
p a t t e r n s have 
changed: whi le 
n e w e c o n o m i c 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
have been cre­
a t e d for t h e 
" i n f o - r i c h " a n d 
" t e c h n o - r i c h , " 
m a n y e x i s t i n g 
l ive l ihoods a n d 

j o b s are b e i n g 
d e s t r o y e d 

a m o n g t h e " i n f o - p o o r " a n d 
"techno-poor . " 

These trends are symptomat ic 
of a g loba l shift to un r egu l a t ed 
marke ts based on flexible capital . 
They have drcimatic consequences 
for the shape of the wor ld i n the 
21st century, the wor ld that our 
ch i ldren w i l l live in . In the global 
shift to unregulated markets , so­
cial safety nets and other support 
s y s t e m s have b e e n e roded or 
stretched to breaking point. Pol icies 
come to be made by people and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s tha t are more a n d 
more remote from the suffering of 
the poor. Deregulat ion on the cur­
rent scale has freed too many eco­
nomic actors of any social , ethical 
or pol i t ica l constrednts. One t r i l ­
l i o n d o l l a r s c u r r e n t l y c h a n g e 
hands every day i n the global fi­
nanc ia l market . Whi le some b i l -
l ionaiires are created overnight , 
m a n y others are impove r i shed . 
The revenue of transnational corpo­
rations i n 1992 was U S $ 5.5 tr i l ­
l i on , un touched by any form of i n ­

ternat ional regulat ions or code of 
conduct . 

The u n r e g u l a t e d m a r k e t i s 
creat ing s imul taneous ly the new 
rich and the new poor. Un fo r tu ­
nately, women and gir ls const i tute 
the majority of the new poor. They 
have become steadily poorer i n the 
struggle for sceirce resources a n d 
a denser concentrat ion of weejth 
at the top of a steep pyramid . The 
f em in i za t i on of pover ty is t h u s 
growing because of women's re­
d u c e d a c c e s s to i n c r e a s i n g l y 
scarce resources. In the context 
of competit ive unregu la ted mar ­
kets , women are affected by the 
fierce s c ramb l e over sccirce re­
sources , i n par t i cu la r , l and an d 
the means of l ivel ihood. 

W h e n resources are scarce , 
gender hierarchies tend to be more 
rigid in the allocation of resources. 
In the absence of safety nets, the 
coping strategies of families i n c r i ­
sis are also usual ly gender-biased. 
Women's assets are often sold be­
fore men's assets. Women often 
end up having no land , fewer live­
l ihood resources, less food, less 
hea l th care, less educat ion , a n d 
lower economic re turns for their 
l a b o u r . In the ex t r eme cases 
where ch i ldren are sold off as fam­
ily resource, it is the daughter, not 
the son, who is the first to be sold. 

Impover i shed mo the r s have 
scarce r e sources to share w i t h 
the ir impover i shed ch i ld ren . In 
developing countr ies, over 95 m i l ­
l i on ch i l d r en are wo rk ing . The 
t ransmiss ion of poverty from one 
generation to the next inc ludes the 
t ransmiss ion of gender injust ice, 
where it is the g i r l c h i l d whose 
rights to life and her own person 
are not assured . F i rs t of Eill, the 
gir l ch i ld b o m into poverty is more 
l ike ly to suffer an early death ei­
ther t h r ough del iberate in fan t i ­
cide or th rough—less del iberate 
but no less fatal—infant mor ta l ­
ity, depr iva t ion of food, c lo thes 
gind hea l th care. If a gir l ch i l d is 
al lowed to live, she is often v u l ­
nerable to abuse , condemned to 
remain i l l i terate, or reduced to be­
ing a family resource to be sold 
into bondage—whether as ch i l d -
br ide, prost i tute or debt-slave. 
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Even if the gir l 
ch i ld is not sold off, 
she m a y s t i l l be 
caught i n the pov­
erty trap, as she is 
depr ived of sca i c e 
h o u s e h o l d resour ­
ces, he ld back from 
s c h o o l a n d ex­
p e c t e d to be t h e 
fami ly 's secondary 
n u r t u r e r . W o m e n 
c u r r e n t l y f o rm 60 
percent of the one 
b i l l i o n a d u l t s who 
have no access to 
b a s i c e d u c a t i o n . 
G i r l s current ly con­
stitute the majority 
of the 130 m i l l i o n 
ch i l d r en who have 
no a c c e s s to p r i -
m a i y school ing. 

Older sister gives little brother a snack. In many places, boys eat first. 

POLICY DIRECTIONS FOR 
GENDER EQUITY 

Sus ta inab l e h u m a n develop­
ment has to be founded on sus­
ta ined peace at a l l levels of h u m a n 
soc ie ty—fami l ia l , c o m m u n a l , na ­
t ional , regional and global. Violence 
against women and ch i ld ren occurs 
at a l l these levels. In 1993, there 
were 52 m a j o r c o n f l i c t s i n 4 2 
countr ies , mciinly in Eastern E u ­
rope, Centred A s i a and Afr ica, i n ­
volving large n u m b e r s of c iv i l ians 
and h i gh levels of b ru ta l i t y sind 
collective violence. 

In order to make a fundamen­
tal difference to the lives of women 
£tnd gir ls , the Un i t ed Nat ions De­
v e l o p m e n t F u n d for W o m e n 
( U N I F E M ) h a s l a u n c h e d a 
Women 's Development Agenda for 
the 21st century that seeks to en­
sure the reeJizat ion of the eco­
nomic and pol i t iccJ empowerment 
of women and girls. Th is innova­
tive agenda looks forward to the 
creat ion of new inst i tut ions , new 
social Vcilues and new commun i t y 
s t ructures . Th is agenda proposes 
the fol lowing pol icy recommenda­
t ions for achiev ing this goeil: 
• F i nd ing new pathways of devel­
opmen t tha t w i l l e l im ina t e the 
f emin i sa t i on of poverty, prov ide 
equitable benefits for a l l and cease 

to generate new patterns of pov­
erty in the wake of economic re­
s t r u c t u r i n g a n d g l o b a l i s a t i o n . 
Th is requires a fundeimental shift 
i n development th ink ing , p lann ing 
and practice that wou ld incorpo­
rate the perspectives, needs and 
rights of women and girls. 
• Creat ing new modes of sus ta in ­
able l ivel ihoods based on ecologi­
c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y , that w o u l d take 
into account the everyday process 
w h e r e b y peop l e p r o d u c e , c o n ­
sume , survive an d reproduce i n 
specific social contexts—the live­
l ihood needs, r ights eind realit ies 
of women and gir ls mus t be the 
pr imary bas is of resource use cind 
a l locat ion. 

• R e b u i l d i n g s t a b l e l i v e s for 
women cind girls affected by war, 
ecological des t ruc t i on , economic 
and social dis integrat ion. 
• Promot ing development ethics 
and good governance based on eq­
uity , susta inabi l i ty and social j u s ­
tice. Pol icies derived from good 
governance wou ld be responsive 
to the l ivel ihood needs and real i ­
ties of women and communi t i es . 
E l im ina t ing the remain ing gender 
gaps i n basic needs, over the next 
decade, espec ia l l y i n ed u ca t i on 
and hea l th , th rough acce lerated 
investments in a h u m a n develop­
ment agenda at the country level 

implement ing a wor ld wide cam­
pa i gn for the e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l 
forms of violence against women 
and girls. 
• Rati fying the Convent ion on the 
E l i m i n a t i o n of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
A g a i n s t W o m e n ( C E D A W ) and 
Convent ion on the Rights of the 
C h i l d (CRC) to provide the global 
legal framework for equcility and 
social just ice . 
• P r o v i d i n g r e s o u r c e s , m e c h a ­
n isms and processes for the imple­
mentat ion of the Platform for Ac­
t ion. 

The W o m e n ' s Deve l opment 
Agenda is cin agenda not just for 
women but , more significsintly, by 
women for the transformation of 
globcil development process. Sus­
tainable development C E i n be truly 
susta inab le , only when the lives 
a n d l i v e l i h o o d s of the wo r l d ' s 
women and gir ls can be susta ined 
w i th equity an d social just ice. 

Noeleen Heyzer is Director of 
UNIFEM. She is also a board mem­
ber of Isis International-Manila. 
Reprinted from Development, Jour­
nal of the Society for International 
Development, March 1996. 
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For the Girl Child 

B E I J N G 
Breaks Ground 

by Mavic Cabrera-Balleza 

he s a d s i t u a t i o n of m a n y g i r l 
ch i ldren was totally invis ible i n the 
agenda of the f i rst three w o r l d 
conferences on women that took 
p l a c e i n M e x i c o C i t y ( 1975 ) , 
Copenhagen (1980) E ind Na i rob i 
(1985). W h i l e each one t a c k l e d 
i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s con f ronted by 
women , none gave attent ion to the 
s i tuat ion of the g ir l ch i ld . In 1989, 
th e U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l 
Assemb ly u n a n i m o u s l y adopted 
the Convent ion on the Rights of 
the C h i l d . S ince then , every U N 
Conference had to take ch i l d r en 
into account. Th i s was evident at 
the Wor l d Conference on Humein 
R i g h t s ( V i e n n a , 1 9 9 3 ) , t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e o n 
P o p u l a t i o n a n d D e v e l o p m e n t 
( C a i r o , 1994 ) a n d t h e W o r l d 
S u m m i t for Soc ia l Deve lopment 
(Copenhagen, 1995). 

F i n a l l y , at the F o u r t h W o r l d 
Con f e r ence on W o m e n h e l d i n 
Bei j ing, C h i n a i n September 1995, 
the g ir l ch i ld ren a r o u n d the wor ld 
fingJly received the attent ion long 
overdue them. The issue of the 
gir l ch i ld was at last i nc luded on 
the agenda. In Sect ion L of the 
Be i j i ng P l a t f o rm for A c t i o n , the 
b luepr in t for the advancement of 
women a r o u n d the wor ld , the g ir l 
c h i l d was ident i f i ed as the 12th 
cr i t ica l area of concern. 

T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t m a y be 
c r e d i t e d to n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
organizat ions and to the Uni ted 
N a t i o n s C h i l d r e n ' s F u n d , 
especial ly those based i n Afr ica, 
S o u t h A s i a and the West. For the 
past two years, they worked very 
ha rd to ensure that the issue of 
the g i r l ch i ld is incorporated into 
e v e r y s e c t i o n of t h e B e i j i n g 
P lat form for Act ion. 

CONTENTIOUS ISSUES 
B u t br inging the gir l ch i ld into 

the agenda of the Four th Wor ld 
Conference on W o m e n was not 
easy. As expected, seversil issues 
w e r e c o n t e n t i o u s d u r i n g the 
n e g o t i a t i o n p r o c e s s , f r om the 
regional preparatory meetings up 
to the ac tua l conference. These 
i s s u e s i n c l u d e d p r e n a t a l s ex 
s e l e c t i o n , i n h e r i t a n c e r i g h t s , 
sexual educat ion and the use of 
the t e rm family or "families." The 
last one stems from one of the 
Plat form's earl ier prov is ion that 
says var ious forms of the family 
exist i n different cu l tura l , polit ical 
and social systems. 

Y e t , t h e a g e n d a ag reed to 
inc lude : 
• The enforcement of steps to 
e n s u r e t h a t c h i l d r e n r ece i v e 
appropriate financial support from 
the i r pa r en t s by , among other 

measures, enforcing chi ld-support 
laws. 
• T h e e n a c t m e n t a n d s t r i c t 
enforcement of l aws concern ing 
the m i n i m u m l e g a l age for 
m a r r i a g e a n d r a i s i n g of the 
m i n i m u m age for mcirriage. 
• The disaggregat ion by sex and 
age of a l l da ta re la ted to headth, 
educat ion and other Eireas relevant 
to p lann ing , imp l emen ta t i on and 
moni tor ing of p rog rams that will 
protect the r ights of the g i r l chi ld. 
• The development of formal and 
i n f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s 
that suppor t a n d enable g ir ls to 
acquire knowledge , develop self-
esteem £ind take respons ib i l i t y for 
their own lives a n d 
• The deve lopment of progrsims 
to e d u c a t e a d u l t s , e s p e c i a l l y 
parents , on the imports ince of a 
gir l 's p h y s i c a l eind m e n t a l wel l -
being, i n c l u d i n g the e l im ina t i on 
of d i s c r im ina t i on aga inst g i r ls in 
food a l l o ca t i on , eeirly marr iage , 
c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n a n d female 
genital m u t i l a t i on . 

Moreove r , the B e i j i n g con­
ference is also s igni f icant for the 
fact that, it is the first international 
meeting that reached an agreement 
on female genited mut i l a t i on . A 
study conducted in 1994 reveeds that 
more than two miUion girls undergo 
genital muti lat ion each year. 
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EDUCATING GIRLS 
E d u c a t i n g gir ls is key because 

two- th i rds of the world 's i l l i terate 
people are women. In 1993, 81 
mi l l i on of the 130 m i l l i on ch i ld ren 
w h o h a d no ac c e s s to p r i m a r y 
s c h o o l were g i r l s . " C l o s i n g the 
Gende r G a p : Educa t ing G i r l s , " a 
s t u d y by the P o p u l a t i o n A c t i o n 
Internat ional , shows that i n 50 
c o u n t r i e s there are 76 m i l l i o n 
fewer gir ls than boys enrol led i n 
p r i m a r y a n d secondary schoo ls . 
Except for five, these countr ies are 
a l l l ocated i n S o u t h A s i a , A f r i ca 
and the Midd l e East . 

Moreover, the Bei j ing Plat form 
i n c l u d e s a c o m m i t m e n t to 
e l iminate a l l barr iers that impede 
the schoo l ing of marr ied or preg­
nant gir ls and young women and 

• r e c o m m e n d s t h e p r o v i s i o n of 
a f f o r d a b l e a n d p h y s i c a l l y 
access ib le c h i l d care faci l i t ies to 
help achieve this. 

Educa t i n g g ir ls is a formidable 
task. A s C a r o l Be l l amy , U N I C E F 
Execut ive Director , pu t s it, gett ing 
g i r l s i n t o s choo l s i s a c o m p l e x 
s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l 
c h a l l e n g e . It r e q u i r e s b u i l d i n g 
s c h o o l s c l o s e r to h o m e , h i r i n g 

more w o m e n teachers , c r ea t ing 
support systems for parents and 
conv inc ing them that it is saife and 
w o r t h w h i l e to e d u c a t e t h e i r 
d a u g h t e r s . It a l s o e n t a i l s the 
f o r m u l a t i o n of a n o n - s e x i s t 
c u r r i c u l a and the development of 
teaching mater ia ls and textbooks 
that wi l l improve the self-image of 
gir ls. To accomp l i sh th is task , it 
i s a l s o n e c e s s a r y to c a l l o n 
educa t i ona l i ns t i tu t i ons a n d the 
m e d i a to a d o p t a n d p r o j e c t 
b a l a n c e d a n d n o n - s t e r e o t y p e 
images of gir ls amd boys. 

If the first s tep—gett ing g ir ls 
into schoo l—is di f f icult , keep ing 
t h e m there is even harde r . In 
L a o s , for e x a m p l e , o n l y f ive 
percent of those who enter pr imary 
s c h o o l en te r co l lege . In o the r 
words, educat ing gir ls also meains 
address ing issues such as poverty, 
h e a l t h a n d n u t r i t i o n , s e x u a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d t e e n a g e 
pregnancy. 

COMMITMENTS 
Wor thy of commenda t i on cire 

the commi tments made by some 
governments in tend ing to improve 
the s i tuat ion of the gir l ch i ld . 

Teaching girls to read and write is a key task. Two-thirds of the world's 
illiterate are women. 

Cote d l vor i e is a iming for a 100 
percent enro l lment rate for girls i n 
pr imary school by the year 2000. 

Mongo l i a is seeking to reduce 
infaint m o r t a l i t y by 33 percent 
from 1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The Un i t ed K ingdom wants to 
increase ch i ld care by 20 percent 
by M a r c h 1996. 

I n d i a w i l l i n c r e a s e i t s 
i n v e s t m e n t i n e d u c a t i o n to s ix 
percent of gross domest ic product 
to benefit women and girls. 

The Wor l d B a n k , for its part, 
announced at the c los ing plenary 
that it wou ld spend US$2 bi l l ion 
o v e r t h e n e x t f ive y e a r s o n 
educat ion w i th U S $ 9 0 0 mi l l i on a 
year on educat ion for young girls. 

However , the c o m m i t m e n t s 
came w i th reservations. Of the 189 
countr ies represented i n Beij ing, 
only a few signif ied that they fully 
agree to the p r o v i s i o n s i n the 
P l a t f o r m f o r A c t i o n . T h e s e 
c o u n t r i e s are Ce imbodia , Ind ia , 
B o l i v i a , C o l o m b i a , P a n a m a , E l 
S a l v a d o r , S o u t h A f r i c a , 
M a d a g a s c a r , C a m e r o o n a n d 
Tanzeinia. 

N G O s w o u l d do gir ls a round 
the wor ld a great service if these 

c o m m i t m e n t s were moni to red 
and especial ly if the monitor ing 
is coup led w i th other actions to 
encourage other governments to 
f u l l y i m p l e m e n t the B e i j i n g 
P lat form. 

PARENTAL RESPONSIBIUTIES 
The Platform recognizes that all 

the efforts pu t i n by the U N , 
g o v e r n m e n t s , and N G O s into 
i m p r o v i n g t h e g i r l c h i l d ' s 
s i tuat ion w i l l be futile without 
the c o o p e r a t i o n a n d suppo r t 
from the parents or guardians. 
T h u s , the P la t f o rm takes into 
account the responsibi l i t ies and 
d u t i e s of p a r e n t s a n d l ega l 
gueirdiauis and Ccdls on them to 
regard "the best interests of the 
c h i l d [as] p r i m a r y cons ide ra ­
t i o n . " The c h i l d ' s r i gh t s are 
recogn ized by the Convent i on 
on the Rights of the C h i l d and 
the Convent i on on the E l im ina ­
t i on of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Against 
Wom en . 
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GIRLS INTERNATIONAL 
FORUM 

In B e i j i n g , one of t h e few 
organized voices of gir ls was that 
of the G i r l s Internat ional F o r u m 
(GIF), an init iative of New Moon, a 
m a g a z i n e for y o u n g g i r l s 
p u b l i s h e d i n the U n i t e d States . 
Prior to and d u r i n g the ac tua l 
Bei j ing conference, G IF gathered 
feedback from y o u n g gir ls a r ound 
the w o r l d to d e f i n e t h e g i r l s ' 
agenda. Us ing the pages of New 
Moon, the In t e rne t 
a n d a c t u a l i n t e r - | 
v iews , G I F a s k e d 
g i r l s a r o u n d t h e 
w o r l d w h a t t h e y 
t h o u g h t a re g i r l s ' 
biggest prob lem and 
g r e a t e s t s t r e n g t h s 
E i n d what g i r ls ' i ssues 
shou ld be d i scussed 
at the C o n f e r e n c e . 
G IF also asked g ir ls 
how they th ink they 
c a n m a k e t h i n g s 
better for themselves 
and how adul ts can 
m a k e t h i n g s be t te r 
for them. 

The a n s w e r s r e p r e s e n t the 
whole gamut of w o m e n ' s issues . 
It t o u c h e d o n h e a l t h , v i o l enc e 
against women, shared pcirenting, 
c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s , e d u c a t i o n , 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n a n d 
sexucdity. Most of these i ssues are 
cdready part of the Bei j ing Plat form 
for Act ion but one major except ion 
is the often repeated concern that 
adults need to l is ten to gir ls aind 
taike them seriously. 

For this reason. New Moon and 
GIF took 13 girls to the conference. 
The girls had the oppor tun i ty to 
l isten and be heard th rough the 
Platform Commit tee set up at the 
NGO F o r u m Y o u t h Tent. Recom­
menda t i ons on speci f ic changes 
to the Bei j ing Plat form were put 
forth by the gir ls and submi t t ed 
to J a n i e M u n o z , the off icial U N 
Youth delegate from the U S , who 
in tu rn took the suggest ions to the 
official U N Conference. 

Moreover, some members of 
the G IF delegation were also able 

to a t t e n d t h e o f f i c i a l U N 
Con fe r ence a n d w i t n e s s e d how 
government delegates del iberated 
o n t h e f i n a l l a n g u a g e o f t h e 
Plat form. They also took part i n 
the Y o u t h M a r c h and met other 
g ir ls f rom other countr ies . It is 
interest ing to note that a l l the G IF 
g i r ls are p la j in ing to a t t end the 
Fi f th Wor ld Conference on W o m e n 
and to take other gir ls w i th them. 
D isappo in ted w i th the smal l t u r n 
o u t of g i r l s i n t h e B e i j i n g 
C o n f e r e n c e — 4 0 0 g i r l s o u t of 

The Beijing conference 
is the first international 
meeting that reached an 

agreement on female 
genital mutilation. 

30 ,000 part ic ipgints—they vowed 
to ensure a bigger peirticipation of 
g ir ls i n the next globed women 's 
conference. 

In t h e e n d , w h a t h a p p e n s 
b e y o n d B e i j i n g i s w h a t r e a l l y 
m a t t e r s . W o r d s do no t ef fect 
change. Act ions do and iVeiii Moon 
and G IF suggest you : 
• Wri te to your elected officials to 
tel l them how important beneficial 
changes for women and gir ls are 
to y ou ; 
• W o r k w i t h y o u r f r i ends a n d 
a d u l t s to f i n d w a y s to m a k e 
c h a n g e s h a p p e n n o w i n y o u r 
c ommun i t y ; 
• Te l l y o u r f r i ends about wha t 
happened i n C h i n a and th ink of 
new ways to make changes in your 
life; and 
• Learn about gir ls 's l ives i n other 
countr i es a nd help other people 
learn about them. 

YOUTH VISION STATEMENT 
O n the final day of the Bei j ing 

C o n f e r e n c e , y o u t h d e l e g a t e s 

formulated and presented a Y o u t h 
V i s i o n S ta t ement that sees " a 
future that w i l l be free of today's 
problems. A future where every 
g ir l and y o u n g w o m a n wi l l have 
access and a right to educat ion 
free of d i sc r im ina t i on . A future 
where al l women , y o u n g and o ld , 
w i l l have full access to heeilth care, 
related in format ion and complete 
control of their bodies. A future 
where women and m e n w i l l shaire 
equal ly i n the sense of ownership 
of the a c h i e v e m e n t s of t h e i r 

countr ies . 

1 A l s o a f u t u r e 
w h e r e w o m e n c a n 
actively part ic ipate i n 
d e t e r m i n i n g a N e w 
Wor ld order free from 
a r m e d c o n f l i c t a n d 
g u i d e d by t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s u p h e l d i n 
the Cu l tu r e of Peace. 
A f u t u r e whe r e a 
c o m m i t m e n t to the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of o u r 
natural environment is 
re f l ec ted i n a l l o u r 
internationcd, nat ional 
and local development 

plans. A future where work done 
by w o m e n is recogn i zed as a n 
ind ispensab le cont r ibut ion to the 
wor ld 's economic growth. 

" A n d i n th is v is ion, we foresee 
a F i f t h W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e o n 
W o m e n w h e r e the w o r l d w i l l 
gather to celebrate the equal i ty , 
development and peace achieved 
from actions agreed u p on at th i s 
Con fe rence . " ) 

Mavic Cabrera-Balleza is a 
Communications Program Asso­
ciate at Isis International-Manila. 
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eministj, .^e 
making 

by Luz Maria Martinez 

"What is feminism? 
I s u p p o s e t h a t i t ' s t h e d e s i r e o r a t t e m p t o n t h e p a r t 
o f w o m e n o r o f m e n to c r e a t e a s o c i e t y w h e r e i n ­
e q u a l i t y d o e s n o t e x i s t i n t h e w i d e s p r e a d w a y t h a t 
i s n o w a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d . I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t o n l y 
w o m e n c a n b e f e m i n i s t s . I t h i n k t h a t m e n w h o 
fee l s t r o n g l y e n o u g h t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be e q u a l i t y 
r e g a r d l e s s o f s e x c a n be f e m i n i s t s a s w e l l . " 

T h e s e w o r d s t u m b l e d o u t o f K a m a l j i t B h a s i n , o r 
M i t o a s s h e p r e f e r s to b e c a l l e d , a t a l e n t e d 1 6 - y e a r 
o l d s t u d e n t a t a b o a r d i n g s c h o o l i n t h e s o u t h o f 
I n d i a w h o a l s o h a p p e n s to b e t h e d a u g h t e r o f t h e 
f o r e m o s t I n d i a n f e m i n i s t K a m l a B h a s i n . T o g e t h e r , 
M i t o a n d K a m l a a t t e n d e d t h e W o m e n ' s W o r l d C o n ­
f e r en c e i n B e i j i n g w h e r e M i t o p e r f o r m e d a c l a s s i c a l 
I n d i a n d a n c e . 

M i t o l i k e s to t a l k a b o u t t h e s i t u a t i o n o f w o m e n 
i n h e r c o u n t r y I n d i a . " T h e r e , y o u see m o r e w o m e n 
g o i n g o u t o f t h e h o u s e , w a l k i n g , e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r 
o p i n i o n s . T h e r e i s p r o g r e s s b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k i t i s 
v e r y d r a m a t i c . I t 's t a k i n g a l o t o f t i m e , e v o l v i n g 
slo\frly t h a t I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s s o m e t h i n g p e o p l e c a n 
see i n a p e r i o d o f f ive o r 10 y e a r s . T h e i s s u e s m y 
m o t h e r t a l k e d a b o u t 10 y e a r s ago a r e t h e s a m e 
i s s u e s s h e i s t a l k i n g a b o u t n o w . T h e s e p r o b l e m s 
do n o t h a v e i m m e d i a t e s o l u t i o n s . " 

M i t o t h i n k s t h a t t h e s e p r o b l e m s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e 
p r o b l e m o f s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t y , a r e d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e 
t h e y a r e n o t a l w a y s e x p l i c i t . S h e p o i n t to a n e x p e ­
r i e n c e s h e h a d i n s c h o o l a s p r o o f " T h e s c h o o l t h a t 
I go to i s o n e o f t h e m o s t p r o g r e s s i v e i n I n d i a b u t 
e v e n t h e r e , t e a c h e r s , g r o w n - u p s a n d e v e n k i d s 
m a k e a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e r o l e s o f g i r l s 
a n d b o y s . F o r i n s t a n c e , e v e n i f a g i r l i s v e r y b r i g h t 

s h e w o u l d b e e n c o u r a g e d to go i n t o t h e h u m a n i ­
t i e s a n d n o t i n t o t h e s c i e n c e s w h e n s h e c h o o s e s 
h e r s u b j e c t s a f t e r t h e 1 0 t h s t a n d c i r d . W h e n t h e 
t i m e c a m e for m e to c h o o s e , I k n e w I w a n t e d to go 
i n t o h u m a n i t i e s . B u t m y m o t h e r w a n t e d to see 
h o w t h e t e a c h e r s w o u l d r e s p o n d i f I h a d c h o s e n 
d i f f e r e n t l y s o s h e c a m e to t h e s c h o o l a n d a s k e d 
t h e m w h a t I s h o u l d do a n d a p h y s i c s p r o f e s s o r v e r y 
c l e a r l y s a i d t h a t " g i r l s d o n ' t h a v e b r a i n s . " 
N a t u r a l l y , m y m o t h e r p o u n c e d o n h i m . 

" B u t o p i n i o n s l i k e t h a t a r e q u i t e w i d e s p r e a d . 
N i n e t y p e r c e n t o f t h e g i r l s i n I n d i a w o u l d go for 
h u m a n i t i e s a n d c o m m e r c e a n d a v o i d t h e s c i e n c e s . 
C l e a r l y y o u h a v e t e a c h e r s w h o t h i n k t h a t g i r l s 
s h o u l d s t u d y h o m e s c i e n c e s b e c a u s e a f te r a l l t h e y 
a r e s u p p o s e d to g e t m a r r i e d . " 

T h i s i s w h y M i t o f e e l s t h a t i t i s i m p o r t a n t for 
w o m e n to ge t i n v o l v e d i n t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . 
" I f w e w a n t to s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m s w e face , w e n e e d 
to ge t o r g a n i z e d . W e c a n s i t b a c k a n d do n o t h i n g 
b u t t h a t i s n o t g o i n g to get u s a n y w h e r e . I do t h i n k 
y o u n g g i r l s m y age d o f e e l s t r o n g l y a b o u t g e n d e r 
a n d e q u a l i t y a n d w o m e n ' s i s s u e s g e n e r a l l y . I t h i n k 
t h e y w o u l d b e w i l l i n g to m o b i l i z e , a l t h o u g h i t i s 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t i n a s i t u a t i o n U k e i n I n d i a . T h e r e 
a r e so m a n y r e s t r i c t i o n s a g a i n s t e x p r e s s i n g o n e ' s 
se l f . T h i n g s a r e n o t a s b a d for t h o s e w h o a r e eco ­
n o m i c a l l y b e t t e r b u t for a l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f y o u n g 
p e o p l e , the s i t u a t i o n i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t — f o r g i r l s a s 
w e l l a s for b o y s . T h e r e i s a l o t o f p r e s s u r e o n t h e 
f a m i l i e s a b o u t t h e i m a g e t h e y p r o j e c t o f t h e m ­
s e l v e s . 

" T h i s i s w h y I a m , o h m o s t d e f i n i t e l y , a 
f e m i n i s t . " ^ 
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COVER STORY 

The Kumari 
Girl-Chi ld as Living Goddess 

by Nancy Pearson Arcellana 

^ g jj i i o r s h i p o f t h e f e m a l e e n e r g y i s a r a r e 
f w/l j-^oQ.QMTT^TVQ^ i n today 's m a l e - d o m i n a t e d wor ld . 
^ y I / B u t i n Nepa l , the w o r s h i p a n d ado ra t i on of a 

g i r l - ch i l d as a l i v ing goddess k n o w n as the 
Kumari c on t i nues to th i s day, g iv ing Nepa l a 
spec i a l pos i t i on i n the re l i g ious h i s to ry of the 
w o r l d . 

According to Dhooswan Sayami, author of "Kumar i : The 
Cul t of Living Goddess" i n The Lotus 8s the Flame: An Account 
on Nepalese Culture, this great h u m a n goddess, in the form 
of a girl-child, is the real mistress and protectress of the 
country. The king rules only as her trustee and in accordance 
to a mandate. The k ing shows every respect to this girl-
chi ld and gets the Tika from her hand. The t ika is the mixture 
of paint (red) and food given as offering in the puja (worship) 
to the Goddess/God. 

It is the common belief that the manner in which the 
ch i ld goddess reacts or responds to the k ing during the 
ceremony for the kumari jatra, where she puts the Tika on 
the king's head, forecasts the conditions of the country for 
the coming year. The country awaits with baited breath while 
the chi ld goddess performs this duty and people believe that 
it is not good for the Kumar i to laugh or cry too much. In 
fact, she should smile but not show her teeth. 

An adult's hand supports the The Kumeiri is also an important part of the coronation 
headdress, which is too heavy for ceremony and al l the festivals i n the Kathmandu Valley. The 
the child goddess' head to carry. K u m a r i j a t r a i s one of the very i m p o r t a n t phases of 
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Indrajatra—a week long 
f e s t i va l—so m u c h so 
that it dominates th is 
popular festival. People 
m a k e the j o u r n e y to 
Kathmandu to receive a 
b l e s s i n g f r om the 
Kumar i . 

Dur ing special festi­
vals, the ch i ld goddess 
is dressed i n elaborate 
costume and bejeweled 
for her ride i n a horse 
d r a w n c h a r i o t w h i c h 
takes her through the 
old city of Nepal. 

A Life of Isolation 
Only d u r i n g these 

special occasions is the 
Kumar i allowed outside 
of her temple. Rarely does 
the c h i l d g o d d e s s s h o w 
herself to her devotees. It is 
a lso not poss ib l e to take 
photographs of her wh i ch 
can be done only by official 

The Wheel of Life 

government photographers 
or dur ing the festivals when 
she appears i n public. 

The K u m a r i l ives i n a 
world of isolation. She is cut 
off from al l contact with her 

pa r en t s , home a n d 
society. She lives only 
w i t h a c a r e t a k e r 
family. The caretaker 
family is the de facto 
m i s t r e s s of the 
Kumar i ' s abode and 
the actual beneficiary 
of the generous gifts 
g i v en to the c h i l d 
goddess. The chi ld is 
natural ly unaware of 
the material value of 
the p r e c i o u s gems 
and jewels bestowed 
upon her. 

The Kumari's care­
taker family, which also 
comes from the same 
l i ne as the c h i l d 
goddess, is also the 

one who decides what gifts 
the c h i l d goddess s h o u l d 
rece ive . W h e n the c h i l d 
goddess relinquishes her duties 
to a n o t h e r c h i l d , the 
caretaker family may give her 

"We Dreamt of Becoming Nuclear Physicists" 
A Nepalese woman looks back at her childhood. 

T here is a sense of t r a n q u i l i t y a l l a r o u n d 
A n g u r , a w o m a n a l m o s t 6 5 
years o ld. The treinquil i ty i s a testament to 

her fciith and the out look she has had on her life. 
B o m i n 1932, A n g u r is the second daughte r—and 
therefore most unwe lcome add i t i on—in her family. 
Her mother a nd father h a d to tend to the fields so 
they left Angur i n the care of an aunt w h e n she was 
bsirely five mon ths old. 

U p o n their r e tu rn , Angur ' s pEirents f ound their 
second daughter barely alive. Her father was so grief 
s t r i cken by her cond i t ion that she becaune h is pet 
front that day onwards , even w h e n a son was b o m 
13 months later. 

A n g u r was brought u p i n an extended family 
househo ld—her parents , brothers , sisters and the 
family of an unc le . They were n ine ailtogether. In 
those days, w h i c h unfor tunate ly are not so different 

from today, only the boys received an educat ion. A 
private tutor gave the boys their lessons whi le the 
gir ls l is tened i n the background. 

One day, the tutor asked the boys ques t i ons 
about the i r E n g l i s h l e s sons that they c o u l d n ' t 
einswer. To the tutor 's surpr ise , the gir ls answered 
the quest ions. The ir mother happened to overheeir 
the tutor sco ld ing the boys and pra is ing the gir ls. 
W h e n the father learned of the inc ident , ins tead of 
sco ld ing the boys further, he al lowed the g ir ls to 
study a long w i th the boys. 

A n g u r grew up i n a time when ch i l d r en were 
marr i ed at very young ages. Today, the law requires 
a y oung g ir l to be 14 before she is al lowed to marry 
a l t h o u g h c h i l d mar r i ages are not u n c o m m o n i n 
Nepal's ru ra l areas. At the age of 10, Angur was 
in t roduced to a boy of 11 and asked i f she l i k ed 
h i m . She r emembers t h i n k i n g to hersel f that he 
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a memento of her t ime as 
Kumar i . The girl, however, 
is not allowed to take a l l her 
valuable gifts wi th her. 

Origins of the Kumari 
The K uma r i is said to be 

one of the manifestations of 
Ad i Shak t i Durga, one of the 
thirty three mi l l ion gods and 
goddesses i n the H indu faith. 
In one of the rare dances, Ad i 
Shakt i Durga is represented 
as k i l l i n g a 
Daitya (devil) 
by giving h im 
p o i s o n a f ter 
e n c h a n t i n g 
h i m w i th her 
beauty, youth 
a n d d a n c e . ' 
D u r g a 
sculptures on the palace of 
the K u m a r i a n d the ch i ld 
goddess'§ ro le i n the 
Durgapuja festival also attest 
to t h i s belief. 

Bu t wi th in the context of 
N e p a l e s e s o c i e t y whe r e 
w o m e n are not g iven the 
same rights and priviledges 
as men, how did this practice 
of worsh ipp ing a g i r l - ch i ld 
begin? 

According to one of the 
s tor ies i n the V a m s a v a l i s 
regarding the origin of the 
Kumar i , the rulers of Nepal 
were given the privilege of a 
reguleir audience w i th the 

The Kumar i lives in 
a worid of isolation 

p a t r o n goddess , T a l e j a 
B h a v a n i , w i t h w h o m the 
king, Tr i lokya Media, used to 
play dice. This k ing had a 
d iamond Jantra (talisman), 

which was not to be seen by 
women. B u t it is said that 
the d augh t e r of the k i n g 
h a p p e n e d to l ook at the 
ta l isman one day. 

As a result, the k ing was 
d e p r i v e d of the d i v i n e 
audience wi th the goddess. 
In h is dream, however, the 
goddess advised the king that 
she would be going inside the 
body of a Sakya (Buddhist) 
girl. This began the custom 

of s e l e c t i n g the 
K u m a r i from the 
Sakyas. 

A c c o r d i n g to 
D h o o s w a n 
S a y a m i , the 
S a k y a s t race 
themse lves back 
to B u d d h a , the 

l ion of the Sakyas. In the last 
decade of the 14th century 
A.D., a Ma l la king, Jayasthit i 
Ma l l a reorganised Nepalese 
society. There were a large 

l o o k e d l i k e ' a n i c e b o y t o 

p l a y w i t h * and t h e y s p o k e 

t o g e t h e r e a s i l y . L i t t l e d i d 

s h e k n o w t h a t t h e y o u n g 

b o y w a s b e i n g c h o s e n a s 

h e r h u s b a n d . T h e y 

w e r e m a r r i e d o n e y e a r 

l a t e r . A n g u r h a d 

r e m e m b e r e d s e e i n g 

h e r s i s t e r ' s w e d d i n g 

a t t h e age o f s e v e n 

a n d h a d 2isked h e r s e l f , ' W h y 

d o e s t h a t h a p p e n ? ' T o d a y , r e c a l l i n g h e r 

o w n w e d d i n g d a y , A n g u r s a y s ' t h a t w a s o n e o f m y 

h a p p y d a y s . I n e v e r c r i e d w h e n I w a s m a r r i e d . T h e y 

w e r e g i v i n g m e p r e s e n t s , h o n o r i n g m e , d e c o r a t i n g 

m e . ' 

A n g u r a n d h e r h u s b a n d l i v e d sepeu-ately f o r t h e 

f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e i r m a r r i a g e . B u t h e r m o t h e r - i n - l a w , 

w h o h a d b e e n w i d o w e d a t t h e age o f 1 5 , w a s k e e n t o 

h a v e a g r a n d s o n . S o , w h e n A n g u r t u r n e d 1 4 , h e r 

h u s b e u i d came t o l i v e w i t h h e r . " M y h u s b e t n d w o u l d 

go to s c h o o l a n d w h e n h e c a m e b a c k h e w o u l d t e a c h 

m e . H e w o u l d b e m y t e a c h e r . H e t a u g h t m e 

m a t h e m a t i c s , h i s t o r y , a n d g e o g r a p h y . H e t a u g h t 

m e E n g l i s h a n d o t h e r t h i n g s I s o u g h t to k n o w . " I n a 

r a t h e r w i s t f u l w a y , A n g u r s a y s , " W e d r e a m t a 

b e a u t i f u l d r e a m . . . t o b e t h e f i r s t n u c l e a r p h y s i c i s t s . " 

It w a s a d r e a m t h a t h e r h u s b a n d d i d s u c c e e d i n 

b e c o m i n g . B u t f o r A n g u r , i t WEIS a d r e a m t h a t s h e 

w a s n o t a l l o w e d t o f u l f i l l , s i m p l y b e c a u s e s h e w a s 

b o r n a f e m a l e . S h e w a s n o t a l l o w e d i n t o t h e 

l a b o r a t o r i e s a n d t h e r e f o r e c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e i n t h e 

s c i e n c e s a l o n g w i t h h e r h u s b e t f i d . S h e w a s i n s t e a d 

f o r c e d t o t a k e u p h u m a n i t i e s , w h i c h l e d h e r t o 

p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e a n d e v e n t u a l l y to l a w . A l t h o u g h 

s h e h a s c l e a r l y e x c e l l e d and w a s h a p p y w i t h w h a t 

s h e d i d , A n g u r ' s e y e s s t i l l c a n y t h e t e a r s o f l o n g i n g 

fo r t h a t l o n g ago d r e a m . 

W h e n w i l l t h e t i m e c o m e w h e n t h e fluke of n a t u r e 

and t h e w h i m s o f s o c i e t y ' s r u l e s s t o p p r e v e n t i n g g i r l s 

from achieving their t r u e dreEims? ^ 

b y N . P . A r c e l l a n a 
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n u m b e r o f B a n r a s ( g o l d ­
smi ths ) w h o c o u l d no t be fit 
i n t o t h e o r t h o d o x H i n d u 
c l a s s s y s t e m b e c a u s e t h e y 
w e r e B u d d h i s t s . B e i n g 
B u d d h i s t s , t h e y b e l o n g e d to 
no H i n d u cas te . I n a d d i t i o n , 
s i n c e t h e y c l a i m e d to b e 
d e c e n d a n t s o f t h e B u d d h a 
a n d w e r e t o b e v e n e r a t e d 
(bandana) b y a l l o the rs , t h ey 
w e r e g i v e n t h e n e w c a s t e 
n a m e of B a n d y a - B a n r a (the 
S a k y a s of m o d e m t imes ) . 

Choosing the Kumari 
S a k y a f a m i l i e s " r o t a t e " 

a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s t h e 
pr i v i l edged p o s i t i o n of b e i n g 
t h e f a m i l y f r o m w h i c h t h e 
K u m a r i wiU be c h o s e n . G i v e n 
the s t r i ngen t r u l e s a n d t e s t s 
w h i c h the K u m a r i m u s t pa s s , 
one w o n d e r s i f t h e g i r l i s 
s u b j e c t e d t o r i g o r o u s 
" t r a i n i n g " f rom the m o m e n t 
s h e i s b o r n i n o r d e r t o 
per fo rm co r r e c t l y w h e n the 
t ime c o m e s for c h o o s i n g the 
K u m a r i . 

C h o o s i n g t h e K u m a r i 
i n v o l v e s a s e r i e s o f t e s t s . 
F i r s t , the S a k y a g i r l m u s t be 
between the ages of three a n d 
f ou r a n d w i t h o u t b l e m i s h , 
no t even one s m a l l s c r a t c h . 
The Nepalese bel ieve tha t the 
goddess l eaves a g i r l ' s b o d y 
w h e n b l o o d h a s f l own ou t . 
T h i s i s a l s o w h y a K u m a r i 
r e m a i n s a l i v ing goddess o n l y 
u p to the age of 12, w h e n s h e 
n e a r s t h e a g e o f 
m e n s t r u a t i o n o r u n t i l s h e 
a c t u a l l y b e g i n s t o 
m e n s t r u a t e , a t w h i c h t i m e 
t h e g o d d e s s h a s m o s t 
c e r t a in l y left h e r body . 

T h e c h i l d m u s t a l so p a s s 
the test of bravery . S h e i s 
p u t in to a d a r k c h a m b e r i n 

the H a n u m a n d h o k a pa l a c e . 
T h e c h a m b e r i s filled w i t h the 
h e a d s o f h u n d r e d s of s a c r i ­
ficed buf fa loes . A d u l t s p l a ce 
c and l e s i n s u c h a w a y where 
t h e b u f f a l o e s e y e s w o u l d 
s e e m l i k e t h e y were s t a r i n g 
at he r . T h e c h i l d r e m a i n s i n 
t h i s r o o m a l l n i g h t a n d i f s h e 
does no t c r y a n d k e e p s a coo l 
h e a d , i t i s be l i e ved t h a t she 
i s n o t a f r a i d a n d i s t h u s fit to 
be a l i v i n g goddess . 

If the g i r l p a s s e s a l l these 
t e s t s , s h e i s t a k e n t o 
K u m a r i c h h e n , the pa l a c e of 

The goddess ' 
leaves a girl's I 
body when 
blood has 
f lown out. 

K u m a r i , a n d i n s t a l l e d the re 
as the h u m a n goddess o n a 
s p e c i a l t h r o n e . F r o m t h a t 
p o i n t o n , t h e g i r l - c h i l d i s 
g i ven the r espec t a n d h o n o r 
of a d i v in i t y . 

After Divinity, What Next? 
N e p a l ' s c u r r e n t K u m a r i 

w a s c h o s e n at the age of f our 
a n d h a s j u s t r e a c h e d the age 
of seven . S h e w i l l m o s t l i k e l y 
c o n t i n u e to serve for at l eas t 
a n o t h e r f our y e a r s before a 
n e w K u m a r i i s c h o s e n . A s 
s h e n e a r s the age of m e n s ­
t r u a t i o n , she w i l l be r e t u r n e d 
to soc i e t y a s a n " o r d i n a r y " 
h u m a n be ing . W h a t t h e n w i l l 
b e come of h e r ? 

I n ages p a s t , t h e c h i l d 
g oddess w a s n o t e ven g i v en 
a n y e d u c a t i o n d u r i n g h e r 
s tay i n the K u m a r i ' s pa l a c e . 
O n l y r e c e n t l y w a s a t u t o r 
d e s i g n a t e d to p r o v i d e t h e 
c h i l d g o d d e s s w i t h s o m e 
e d u c a t i o n . 

B u t a f ter b e i n g i n s u c h 
a n h o n o r e d p l a c e a n d 
w o r s h i p p e d b y the k i n g a n d 
soc i e ty , t h e s ta t e g i ves t h e 
d e t h r o n e d K u m a r i a m e a g e r 
m o n t h l y s t i p e n d o f o n l y 
1,000 r u p e e s (less t h a n U S $ 
2 0 ) — a t e r r i b l y s m a l l 
c o m p e n s a t i o n c o m p a r e d to 
the i m p o r t a n c e once g i v en to 
he r . 

There m a y be, however , a 
v e r y p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n f o r 
s u c h a smEill s t i p e n d f rom the 
N e p a l e s e g o v e r n m e n t . F o r 
one , the r e are h u n d r e d s o f 
former K u m a r i s r a n g i n g f r om 
y o u n g to o l d ; o n e f o r m e r 
K u m a r i i s n o w 7 5 . B u t t h e 
b o t t o m l i n e i s t h e fact t h a t 
w o m e n , i n g ene ra l , a re no t 
h i gh l y v a lu e d . So once these 
h i g h l y e s t e e m e d c h i l d 
g o d d e s s e s b e c o m e j u s t 
" o r d i n a r y " w o m e n , t h e i r 
v a lue to soc ie ty p l u n g e s v e ry 
d r a m a t i c a l l y . 

F o r m e r K u m a r i s a l so find 
tha t i t i s di f f icult for t h e m to 
marry . The Nepalese cons ide r 
it b a d l u c k to m a r r y a former 
c h i l d goddess. T h o s e w h o do 
w i l l d ie y o u n g . Y o u n g b o y s 
w h o are w o r s h i p p e d as c h i l d 
gods howeve r do no t h a v e to 
c o n t e n d w i t h s u c h s u p e r s t i ­
t i o n s o r b i a s e s a g a i n s t 
m a r r i a g e w h e n they c o m e of 
age. 

T h e s u p e r s t i t i o n a g a i n s t 
a K u m a r i m a r r y i n g c a m e 
f rom a l e g end t h a t t e l l s o f a 
K u m a r i f a l l i ng i n love w i t h 
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one of the devils. Bu t the 
lovers cou ld not be un i t ed 
because a goddess a n d a 
d e v i l a re no t a l l o w e d to 
m a r r y . W h e n the d e v i l 
became a problem for the 
other gods, they asked the 
Kum a r i to k i l l her beloved for 
the sake of her family of gods 
and goddesses. 

The Kum a r i protests and 
initially refuses to obey. Bu t 
the gods c o m p e l h e r to 
sacrifice her love. In the end, 
she is forced to k i l l the devil. 
Bu t as a testimony to her love 
and faithfulness, she swore 
that she wiU never be married 
to another. 

One N e p a l e s e w o m a n 
says this is why, like the devil 
before t h e m , p rospec t i v e 
husbands of former Kumar is 
are i n d a n g e r of d y i n g 
prematurely . At the same 
time, the legend i l lustrates 
how the K u m a r i i s 
w o r s h i p p e d : as a v i r g i n 
faithful to her vow never to 
marry. A n d if she marries, 
she breaks this vow to never 
marry another. 

In reality, however, many 
f o rmer K u m a r i s do f i n d 
husbands who take the risk 
aga ins t the s u p e r s t i t i o n . 
A f t e r a l l , t h e s e c h i l d 
goddesses, chosen for their 
purity and perfection, were 
b e a u t i f u l c h i l d r e n who 
undoubted l y grew u p into 
beautiful women. 

Informal Kumaris 
Among the Newari people 

of K a t h m a n d u , there are 
other " in formal" goddesses 
also cal led K u m a r i . Other 
cities, such as Baktapur, and 
other communities have their 
own Kumar i . There is even 

one day of the year where 365 
Kumar i s are honored. The 
m a i n d i f ference be tween 
these " i n f o r m a l " c h i l d 
goddesses and the Kumar i 
is that they do not receive the 
same k i n d of nat iona l and 
s ta te r e c o g n i t i o n as the 
official chi ld goddess. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , for the 
Newari people, each girl-child 
is worshipped as a Kumar i 
unt i l her Ihi ceremony when 

Former 
Kumaris 

find that it 
is difficult 

for them to 
marry. 

she is seven years old. The 
Ihi is a ceremony where the 
girl-child is married to the Be l 
Fru i t to ensure her pur i ty 
and begin her init iat ion into 
her caste. Th i s in i t i a t i on 
p e r i o d i s b r o u g h t to 
c o m p l e t i o n by a n o t h e r 
ceremony when the Kumar i 
is married to the sun . 

it i s no t easy to 
'approach those who 
were once a Kumar i . 

There are many who wish to 
interv iew them, i n c l u d i n g 
fore igners w i l l i n g to pay 
sizable fees for an interview. 
This has made it difficult for 

women i n Nepa l who are 
t r y i n g to r e s e a r c h the 
experiences and effects of 
the K u m a r i system on the 
w o m e n themse l ves . The 
Nepa l e s e w o m e n c a n n o t 
provide money for interviews 
even though they realize that 
the former kumar is are only 
seeking ways to supplement 
their incomes. 

Women researchers hope 
to be able to provide a venue 

where women who were 
former c h i l d goddesses 
can share among them­
selves their experiences as 
a Kumari and gain support 
from each other. In the 
process, maybe they can 
he l p Nepa l e s e w o m e n 
be t t e r u n d e r s t a n d the 
phenomenon of girl-child 
adoration in the midst of 
the general disregard for 
the r ights and status of 
women in Nepal. 

T h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
can also help women find 
ways to utilize this popular 
belief system in the power 
of female energy to help 
empower today's women. 

B u t most impor tant l y , 
t h i s c o u l d h e l p b r i n g 
p o s i t i v e c h a n g e s to the 
e v e r y d a y l i v e s of the 
ordinary g i r l -ch i ld and the 
women that they become.? 

Nancy Pearson Arcellana is 
the Research Officer of Isis 
International-Manila. 
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it's 
ALL 
in the 
M ESS A G E 
by Meena M. Shivdas 

The messages that are targeted at young women i n the As ian region 
by the media, are s imi lar to .the ones their peers i n the North receive— 
you have to be y oung , l i g h t - sk in n ed , sexy, s l i m a n d 

beautiful if you want to get noticed. Young men, on the other 
h a n d , are exhor t ed to be the e s s en t i a l ma le—aggress i ve a n d 
dominating. Given this scenario, is there a chance that young women's 
images i n the media w i l l change to reflect some of their dreams, 
aspirations, joys and sorrows? 

Concerted action by the women's movement, consumer groups and 
media practit ioners i n consultat ion wi th young women could initiate 
the process of change. w h a t ' s the 

in thing? 
Television i n most As ian 

count r i es beam images of 
y o u n g people that are 
considered "hip, " "cool" and 
"trendy"—roughly translated, 
they would mean young women 

in designer jeans, crop tops, 
s h i m m e r i n g l ip g loss and 
waterproof mascara all on a 
body that is wafer slim, and 
young men in baggy trousers, 
t ra iners and the ha l lmark 
baseball cap worn reversed. 
Advertisements i n the print 
med ia are replete w i th the 

same k i n d of images that 
combine youth, energy and 
style. 

The advertisement industry 
promotes a lifestyle through 
these images with the aim of 
raking i n consumer dollars. 
The advertisement industry 
thrives because transnational 
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Feminists fight sexism in many ways. Pickets are just one of them. 

corporations largely rely on 
their expertise and creativity to 
b u i l d marke t s . Where do 
young women and men fit into 
the picture? While they are 
largely seen as active consumers 
with impressionable minds and 
as part of the growing affluent 
middle class i n most As ian 
countries, young women often 
become part of the projected 
lifestyle through the way their 
bod i es are u s e d by the 
industry. Although it may be 
argued that young women who 
are part of the industry chose 
to enter the trade and that they 
have profited from it, the point 
that the advertisement industry 
promoted a type of trendy lifestyle 
w h i c h attracted the young 
women in the first place stil l 
remains. 

In fact, there is a fundamen­
tal difference in the way young 
women's bodies are used to 
provoke, titillate and convey a 
sense of subservience that sets 
them apart from the way young 
male bodies are used. Young 
male bodies are positioned to 
convey authority and power. 

COFFEE, TEA OR M E ? 
In 1995, most goveniments 

geared up for the Fourth World 

Conference on Women that 
took place i n C h i n a by 
r e l eas ing repor ts a n d 
statements on the status of 
their women. Malaysia was 
no excep t i on . However, 
In t e rna t i ona l D i s t i l l e r s , a 
supplier and promoter from 
the b r ew ing i n d u s t r y i n 
Malaysia, thought otherwise. 
Their promotion of a tequila, 
Jose Cuervo 1800, drove home 
a m^'or point: that commercial 
interests are not necessarily in 
congruence w i t h women's 
in t e r es t s . M e d i a r epor ts 
outlined in detail how several 
pubs i n Penang hired young 
women to cater to customers 
according to the promotion's 
theme "Lick, Shoot and Suck." 
For RM 10.00, customers got to 
lick salt firom a young woman's 
c leavage, shoot down the 
tequUa offered and then suck 
a sliver of lime held i n the 
woman's mouth. As expected, 
the Mex i can manufacturer 
denied that the promotions 
ever took place even as 
cons\imer and women's groups 
around the country denounced 
the promotions. 

Some t ime ago, i n 
ne ighbour ing Singapore, a 
leading hotel chain, the Pan 

Pacif ic group, re leased an 
offensive print advertisement 
that played on the word "tart." 
The advertisement showed a 
young woman standing at the 
entrance of the hotel holding a 
tart to promote the hotel 's 
bakery. The imaging and the 
words used—"Come and pick 
up our tarts"—was blatantly 
sexist. 

After encountering protests 
fi'om groups, the Danish General 
Manager and the advertising 
agency took the campaign to 
further heights. The General 
Manager appeared i n the 
advertisement and exhorted 
everyone to come by and get a 
d a n i s h i n s t ead . B u t the 
implications of using the word 
"tart" as against the use of the 
word "danish" was not lost on 
women's groups. 

Although these are only two 
examples from the Southeast 
As ian region, they are fairly 
representative of Asia and, more 
importantly, of the way young 
women's bodies are constructed 
and used in advertisements. In 
Japan, young women's bodies 
are increasingly being used in 
the production of pornographic 
f i lms. In the Ph i l ipp ines , 
women's bodies are used i n 
beer advertisements. Indian 
teens and girls have had the 
chance to play with Barbie, the 
archetype 19-year old with the 
trademark body and outfits the 
world over. The Avon lady has 
hit China, where Mao outfits are 
out and fashions from Hong 
Kong and Shanghai are in . 
Silicon implants, body tatoos 
a n d s l i m m i n g teas and 
supplements seem to have 
edged out regular exercise and 
healthy eating habits. 

The female body is no longer 
viewed as holistic; it is seen in a 
Segmented way by corporations 
and media. Young women's self-
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perception of their bodies is 
influenced by ideals of the 
perfect body and face 
promoted by media. 

Where does aU these leave 
the r ea l i t i e s of y o u n g 
women 's l i v es i n A s i a ? 
Although As ia houses some 
of the miracle economies and 
the world's largest markets, 
it a lso h a s the poores t 
c o m m u n i t i e s . Its y o u n g 
women are disadvantaged. 
While the advertisement ; 
industry largely addresses itself 
to an virban audience, it has had 
to contend w i t h the r u r a l 
populace as corporate tenta­
cles seek out fresher markets. 
It is within this scenario and 
g iven the soc io -economic 
realities of Asia's young women 
that the images promoted by 
media seem to be skewed and 
out of context. 

THE REALITY 
What are the real it ies of 

young women's lives i n Asia? 
Incontrovertible facts prove 
that teen prostitution is on the 
rise and more and more young 
rural women are brought into 
the sex industry. Therefore 
the trafficking of young women 
as sex slaves is rampant across 
most A s i a n borders . The 
unsatisfactory state of gir ls ' 
e d u c a t i o n i n most A s i a n 
count r i e s and the l i m i t e d 
employment options available 
to them exacerbate the 
situation. Cul tura l and other 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l b a r r i e r s set 
fur ther l i m i t s on y o u n g 
women's lives. 

At the same time, significant 
n\ambers of young Asian women 
are enter ing pro fess ions 
previously considered male 
bastions. They are becoming 
more independent and assertive. 
They also see the l inks between 
women's inequit ies and the 

By choosing to say 
"no" to products 

that continue to be 
sold through sexist 

advertisements, 
young women can 
make a difference. 
larger global inequities. And yet, 
media still see them as objects. 

Al though young women's 
lives were addressed at both 
the As i a -Pac i f i c r e g i ona l 
Women in Development (WID) 
mee t ing a n d the Be i j i n g 
conference, the commitments 
made by governments i n both 
events are couched in language 
that waters down in ten ts . 
S i gn i f i c an t l y , the m e d i a 
sections i n both the Jakarta 
Regional Plan of Action and the 
Bei j ing Globa l Platform for 
A c t i o n do not adequate ly 
address the i s s u e of the 
advertisement sector of the 
media. 

While it is acknowledged 
that images in advertisements 
continue to perpetuate sex-
stereotypes, the "action" part of 
the commitment only seeks to 
encourage the advertisement 
sector to self-regulate and 
urges the industry to induct 
more women on management 
and executive boards. Given 
the prof i t mot ives of the 
i n d u s t r y a n d the large ly 
inherent sexist work philosophy 
and culture that are deeply 
entrenched in the advertising 
and media industries, is there a 
way that yoving women—as a 
constituency—could bring about 
change? 

WAY TO G O 
The women's movement i n 

As ia has made remarkable 
ga ins s ince 1975. As a 
lobbying force, it was able to 
influence publ ic policy i n 
order to change women's 
private Uves. Women have 
been able to bui ld on the 
gains through international 
network ing and achieved 

' much to further the status 
ofwomen. 

J Women me dia practitioners 
and ovmers have also made 

s igni f icant gains bu t more 
needs to be done. This is where 
young women's strength as 
consumers could come in and 
a pro-active young women's 
constituency could be built to 
effect changes in the advertise­
ment sector of the media. 

For too long, young women 
have been considered passive 
consumers. Exercising their 
roles as consumers i n their 
own right can be the first step. 
By forging l inks with women in 
the med ia industry , med ia 
p rac t i t i one rs and owners , 
activists and young women 
can build their case against the 
advertisement industry. More 
importantiy, by choosing to say 
"no" to products that continue 
to be so ld t h r o u g h sex is t 
advertisements, young women 
can make a difference. After 
all , women have come a long 
way while media have not.^ 

Meena Moorthy Shivdas is 
currently pursuing a postgraduate 
course in gender and development 
at the Institute of Development 
Studies, Sussex, UK. She was 
formerly with the Gender and 
Development Programme of the 
Asian and Pacific Development 
Centre, Malaysia. Meena continues 
to write for the media in Singapore. 
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FROM THE SHELVES OF ISIS 

Rediscovering the 
Muses 

Cecilia Reclaimed: Feminist 
Perspectives on Gender and 
Music edited by Susan Cook and 
Judy S. Tson 

In th is g r oundbreak ing 
volume, 10 of the best known 
scholars in the newly emerging 
field of feminist musicology explore 
how gender has helped shape 
genres and works of music and 
how music has contr ibuted to 
prevailing not ions of gender. 
Although most of the contributors 
•define themselves as mus ico­
logists, many of their theoreticed 
perspectives show the influence of 
an ethf iomusicology that i s 
enriched with the perspectives of 
women's history and feminist 
literary criticism and methodology. 

The musical subjects them­
selves come mainly from Europe 
and North AmericEL They include 
concert music, both instrumental 
eind vocal, and the vernacular 
genres of ballads, salon music 
and contemporary A f r i can -
American rap. 

The essays raiise issues not 
only of gender but EJSO of race and 

IS IS 
c 
o 
I 
I 
e 
c 
t 
i 
o 

c lass, moving among mus i ca l 
practices of the courtly ruling class 
and the elite discourse of the 20th 
century modernist movements to 
practices surrounding marginal 
girls in renaissance Venice and the 
largely white midd le c lass 
experiences of meigazine music 
emd beJladry. 

The tide refers to Cecilia, a 15th 
century woman and Christiein 
m£U-tyr regawded as the patron 
saint of music. (USA: The Board 
of Trustee of the University of 
Illinois. 1994. 241p. RN LIT 
02253. OOB) 

Rediscovering the Muses: 
Women's Musical Traditions, 
edited by Kimberly Marshall 

This pioneering collection of 
essays restores to history the 
significant contributions made by 
women musicians. It examines 
non-Westem as well as Western 
cu l tu res i n a w ide - rang ing 
explorat ion of femede mus i ca l 
activity—from purely oral works to 
precisely notated compositions. 
Musico log is ts , ethnographers, 
classicists, and historians describe 
the lost mus i ca l t radi t ions of 
Eincient Israel and Egypt, the 
Austrediaui Aborigines, Centrad 
Javanese wayatng, Byzanthium, 
and Europe to the 17th centuiy. 
Many of the essays are richly 
documented , w i th p i c to r i a l 
descriptions, written accounts, 
and archived records. (USA: 
Northeastern University Press, 
1993. 304p. RN UT 02350.00B) 

Writing Lives; Feminist 
Biography and Autobio­
graphy, edi ted by S u s a n 
Magarey, Caroline Guerin and 
Paula Hamilton 

In 1990 Antonia S. Byatt 
won the Booker prize for fiction 
for a work that is, at least partly, 
a satire on the subject of the 
ar t ic les col lected here: the 
pursuit of knowledge about the 

meaning of an individuad life— 
biography, autobiography, life-
wr i t ing . Hyatt 's novel , cal led 
Possession, depicts two kinds of 
possession. One is an intense 
romemtic relationship between two 
19th century writers and the other 
is the shared obsession of finding 
out about that re lat ionship 
developed by two late 20th century 
literary critics. Neither of the 
c r i t i cs embarks par t i cu lar l y 
enthusiastically upon what Heizel 
Rowley, in this collection, calls "a 
quest biography." Early in the plot, 
one of them says, "I'm a textual 
scholair. I'd rather deplore the 
modem feminist attitude to private 
lives." Yet the search overtakes 
them, as consuming ly and 
disruptively as passionate love 
overtakes the subjects they pursue 
through the politics of record-
preservation. One of them feels as 
though he is being "urged on by 
some violent emotion of curiosity— 
not greed, cur ios i ty , more 
fundamental even than sex, the 
desire for knowledge." 

Most of the articles presented 
here were, in earlier meuiifesta-
tions, offered as papers to the 
Conference on Australian Feminist 
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Biography and Autob iography that 
was o rgan ised by the R e s e a r c h 
Cent re for W o m e n ' s S t u d i e s at 
A d e l a i d e U n i v e r s i t y , i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the S c h o o l of 
Human i t i e s fit Soc ia l Sc iences at 
the Un i v e r s i t y of Techno logy i n 
S y d n e y i n 1 9 8 9 . (Australia: 
Australian Feminist Studies, 1992. 
169 p. RN LIT 00296.00B) 

The Necessity of Craft: 
Development and Women's 
Craft Practices in the Asia-
Pacific Region, edited by L o m a 
Kaino 

Sixteen wr i ters f rom A s i a and 
the Pacif ic examine the complex 
s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l i s s u e s 
sur round ing the general decl ine i n 
women's t rad i t ional craft pract ices 
and the approp r i a t i ons of these 
crEifts in to a more c ommod i f i ed 
form of product ion . They address 
these i s s u e s t h r o u g h a d iverse 
range of women's craft pract ices: 
carpet-maJcing i n refugee camips; 
w e a v i n g i n T h a i l a n d , t h e 
Phi l ipp ines , A u s t r a l i a and Tonga; 
s c ro l l -mak ing a n d c lay mode l i ng 
i n I n d i a ; k u e h - m a k i n g i n 
S ingapo r e ; d o u g h s c u l p t u r e i n 
C h i n a ; and a range of crafts i n 
Indonesian cooperatives. /[Austra­
l ia: University of Western Australia 
Press, 1995. 185 p. RN CUL 
02338.00B) 

Feminist Crit icism 

Feminist Theory and the 
Study of Folklore, ed i ted by 
S u s a n H o U i s T o w e r , L i n d a 
Pershing and M . J a n e Y o u n g 

T a k i n g a p e r f o r m a n c e -
centered perspective on folklore, 
the c on t r i bu to r s to th i s v o l u m e 
cha l l enge p a t r i a r c h c j a s s u m p ­
t ions of the past and re th ink o ld 
topics f rom a feminist perspective 
w h i l e o p e n i n g n e w a r e a s o f 
research. The book covers g i r l s ' 
games, po l i t ica l cartoons, qu i l t ing , 
P e n t e c o s t a l p r e a c h e r s , d a i l y 

housework , Egypt ian goddesses, 
t a l l t a l es a n d b i r t h . T h i s i s a 
valuable resource for scholars and 
o ther in t e r es t ed readers . (USA: 
The Board of Trustees of the 
University of Illinois, 1993. 414p. 

RN LIT 02264.00B) 

UTOF BOUNDS 

Gendered) Crtic s 

Laufo Ckjfidge 

K Out of Bounds: 
m \  Male Writers 

and Gender(ed) 
Criticism, edited 
by L a u r a Clar idge 
a n d E l i z a b e t h 
L a n g l a n d 

U n t i l recently, 
" m a s c u l i n i t y " an d 
its impact on literary 
product ion and re­
c e p t i o n have re­
ceived scant atten­
t ion i n the field of 
l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m . 
A l t h o u g h c r i t i c s 

certainly have been interested i n 
examining gender, they have tended 
to be far more concerned w i th the 
"feminine" side of the equation than 
w i th the "mascul ine . " Th is book is 
a n a t t e m p t to r e d r e s s t h a t 
imbalance . 

P o s i t i n g t h a t p a t r i a r c h y 
v ict imizes m e n as we l l as women , 
the 15 originad essays i n Out of 
Bounds explore how certa in male 
w r i t e r s f r om the A m e r i c a n a n d 
B r i t i s h canon have responded to 
the c on f i n e s of the m a s c u l i n e 
code. The c o n t r i b u t o r s ap p l y a 
wide rEinge of cr i t ica l approaches 
and p r o b e t h e gendered 
perspective i n a variety of telling 
ways . (USA: The University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1990. 344p. 
RN LIT 01952.00B) 

Feminist Readings, Feminists 
Reading, ed i ted by S a r a M i l l s , 
L y n n e Pea rce , S u e S p a u l l a n d 
Ela ine M i l l a rd 

T h i s w ide r a n g i n g t ex tbook 
approaches a broad spec t rum of 
feminist l i teracy theories i n a new 
and engaging way, g iv ing pract ica l 

demons t ra t i ons of how a reader 
c a n engage w i t h a par t i cu lar 
theory w h e n faced w i th a text to 
ana l yse . The wr i t e r s show that 
there is a whole reinge of different 
op t i ons ava i lab le to the literary 
c r i t i c who iden t i f i e s hersel f as 
f emin is t . There are chapters on 
sexua l pol i t ics, authent ic realism, 
g y n o c r i t i c s , m a r x i s t feminist 
c r i t i c i sm, biological cr i t ic ism and 
F r ench cr i t i c i sm. The texts under 
cons iderat ion inc lude Tess of the 
d'Urbevilles a n d Wuthering 
Heights as we l l as works by Jean 
Rhys , Ange la Ceirter E ind Charlotte 
Gi lmein. 

A comprehensive bibliography 
a n d a c l e a r G l o s s a r y of Terms 
m a k e t h i s d o u b l y u s e f u l . (UK: 
Harvester Wheatsheaf 1989. 
268p. RN CUL 01191.00B) 

Woman, Native, Other: 
Writing Post-Coloniality and 
Feminism by T r i n h T Minh-ha 

T r i n h M i n h - h a examines the 
postrcolonial process of displacement 
— c u l t u r a l h y b r i d i z a t i o n and 
decentered real i t ies , fragmented 
se lves a n d m u l t i p l e identit ies, 
marg ina l voices and languages of 
i-upture. Working at the intersection 
of several fields—^women's studies, 
a n t h r o p o l o g y , c r i t i c a l cu l tura l 
s t u d i e s , l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m , and 
femin is t theory—she juxtaposes 
numerous prevail ing contemporary 
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discourses in a f o im that questions 
the (male- is -norm) l i t e ra r y a n d 
theoretical e s t a b l i s h m e n t . She 
discusses ques t i ons of language 
and w r i t i n g i n r e l a t i o n to the 
notions of ethnicity and femininity; 
of i d e n t i t y , a u t h e n t i c i t y , a n d 
difference; of commitment as to the 
function and role of the w o m a n 
writer; and of storytel l ing as one of 
the o l d es t f o r m s of b u i l d i n g 
historical consciousness and as a 
continuing process of integrat ing 
feminism cind women ' s everyday 
life. (USA: Indicuvi University Press, 
1989. 173p. RNIDE 01864.00B) 

Sistahood 

The Le sb i an He re sy : A 
Feminist Perspective on the 
Lesbian Sexual Revolution by 
Sheila Jeffreys 

L e s b i a n f e m i n i s t s h a v e 
treinsformed l e s b i a n i s m f r om a 
stigmatized sexueJ pract ice into 
a politicsd pract ice that posed a 
challenge to male supremacy and 
its bas i c i n s t i t u t i o n of he t e ro -
sexuaJity. A n d now, lesbieins cire 
on the offensive again. Th is t ime, 
t owards t u r n i n g t h e p a i n of 
lesbian oppress ion into the source 
of sexued pleasure. 

In the Lesbian Heresy, She i l a 
Jeffreys charts and condemns the 
p a t r i a r c h a l p r a c t i c e s i n t h e 
c u r r e n t l y f a s h i o n a b l e a n d 
commerc ia l l y l u c r a t i v e l e s b i a n 
sexual scene, and eirgues for the 
rebui ld ing of a sexua l i t y that is 
positive and egal i tar ian. (UK: The 
Women's Press Ltd., 1994. 262p. 
RNIDE 02176.00B) 

Femin i s t N i gh tmare s/ 
Women at Odds: Feminism 
and the P r ob l em of 
Sisterhood, ed i t ed by S u s a n 
Os t rov W e i s s e r a n d J e n n i f e r 
Fleischner 

G o n e a r e t h e d a y s w h e n 
feminism t rans l a t ed s imp l y into 
the a d v o c a c y of e q u a l i t y for 

women. Women 's interests are not 
edways a l igned. Race , c lass and 
sexua l i t y compl i ca ted the equa­
t i o n . In r e cen t y e a r s , f e m i n i s t 
ideologies have become increas­
ingly diverse. Today, one feminist 's 
most eirdent politiced opponent can 
very wel l be another feminist. 

Women at Odds examines the 
social , politiccd and psychological 
ramif icat ions of women's oppress­
i o n , as ev idenced i n a ramge of 
texts, f rom women's anti-s lavery 
wr i t ing to women 's ant i -abort ion 
w r i t i n g , f rom mo the r -daugh t e r 
incest stories to mate rna l surro­
gacy narrat ives, from the Bib le to 
the popu lar romance novels, from 
Jane Aus ten to Al ice Walker . (USA: 
New York University Press, 1994. 
405p. RNIDE 02186.00B) 

Daughters of the Pacific by 
Zoh l de Ishtar 

Z o h l de Ishtar t rave l ed the 
Pacific dur ing 1986-87 on behal f 
of the group Women Work ing for 
•a Nuc lear Free and Independent 
Pac i f i c a n d in t e r v i ewed w o m e n 
from many Pacific nat ions. Fol low­
ing up w i th extensive research, de 
Ishtar has wr i t ten an impressive 
book that gives voice to Paci f ic 
women and the strengths there are 
i n these u n d e r k n o w n c u l t u r e s . 
The n u c l e a r i n d u s t r y , t o u r i s m , 
d u m p i n g of 
waste and the 
p o l l u t i o n of 
the oceeuis a l l 
carry a huge 
price for these 
i s l a n d s , o n 
the rim of the 
w o r l d a n d of 
everyone else's 
imaginat ions . 
(Australia: 
S p i nif e X, 

1994. 2a2p. 
RN CUL 
02237.003) 

Japanese Women: New Feminist 
Pe r spec t i ve s on the Past, 
Present and Future, edi ted by 
K u m i k o Fu j imura -Fanse l ow and 
A t suko K a m e d a 

O v e r t h e p a s t 2 0 y e a r s , 
w o m e n ' s s t a t u s i n J a p a n e s e 
society has changed markedly. Yet 
most Westerners th ink of J a p a n ­
ese women as submiss ive wives of 
t h e i r h a r d w o r k i n g , s u c c e s s f u l 
c o rpo ra t e h u s b a n d s . J a p a n e s e 
women make visible for the first 
t ime a new v iew of a cheuiging 
s o c i e t y t h r o u g h t h e i r o w n 
p e r s p e c t i v e a n d w o r d s . C h r o ­
n ic l ing the revolut ion for women 
i n e d u c a t i o n , w o r k , f a m i l y , 
rel ig ion, pol i t ics and culture over 
the past one h u n d r e d years, these 
essays describe the diverse forces 
at w o r k i n b o t h h e l p i n g a n d 
h i n d e r i n g women 's struggles for 
equa l i ty a n d i n chang ing men's 
lives as wel l . 

Complete w i th the polit ics of 
key figures i n the eairly feminist 
movements and in polit ics as well 
as up-to-date stat ist ics on women 
i n educat ion and work, Japanese 
Women is a thorough volume on 
the history, cu l ture , pol i t ics and 
everyday lives of women in Japan . 
(USA: The Feminist Press, 1995. 
422 p. RN SOC 02291.00B) 

Women in Islam 

Nawal 
El Saadawi 
The Hidden Face 

of Eve 

h e A r . i h V \ . . r l t l 

The Hidden Face of 
Eve: Women in the 
Arab World by Nawal 
E l Saadawi 

The power of th is 
b o o k h a s no t d i m i ­
n i s h e d e v en a f ter 
Edmost 20 years since it 
f i rs t c ame out . Th i s 
d i s t u r b i n g account of 
one pe r son ' s g rowing 
u p into womanhood in 
the Islcimic world. The 
author goes over a host 
of top ics—from sexual 
a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t 
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f e m a l e c h i l d r e n a n d th e 
c i r c u m c i s i o n of y o u n g g i r l s , to 
prost i tut ion, sexua l re la t ionships , 
marriaige and divorce. She relates 
women ' s pos i t i on i n the M i d d l e 
East to the struggles between the 
left and right i n Is lam, and shows 
how the p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t i e s of 
Western c ind Th i rd Wor l d women 
differ. (UK: Zed Books Ltd., 1980. 
212p. RN LIT 01961.00B) 

S E X C R I M E in 

T H E ISLAMIC C o n t E X T 

Rape. Class and (ifncirr In Pakistan 

Sex Cr ime i n the Is lamic 
Context : Rape, Class and 
Gender in Pakistan by A f i ya 
Shehrbaro Z i a 

Based on a n academic thes is , 
the au tho r analyzes the domes­
t icat ion of women and the contro l 
of the i r s exua l i t y t h r o u g h legal 
means: the use of the Z i n a laws 
i n P a k i s t a n . Z i a r e v i e w s t h e 
historiced context of Is lamic laws 
on sexual i ty and points out how 
these a re b e i n g u s e d a g a i n s t 
women today. She also looks at 
h o w m e d i a s t r e n g t h e n s t h i s 
oppress ion though its portrayal of 
women and its news coverage of 
cr imes against women. 

Highl ighted i n th is short bu t 
deuing book is how fundaimenteJist 
g roups create obstac les to laws 
d e s i g n e d to p r o t e c t w o m e n . 
F i n a l l y , Z i a l o o k s at h o w the 
women's movement i n Pak i s t an is 

h a n d l i n g the i s s u e s of sex a n d 
m e d i a a n d p o i n t s ou t b o t h i t s 
s t r e n g t h s a n d w e a k n e s s e s . 
(Pakistan: ASR Publications, 1994. 
80p. RN VAW 02347.003) 

S h a r i a ' Law and M o d e r n 
Nation-State: A Malaysian 
Symposium, ed i ted by No ran i 
O t h m a n 

A s p r e s s u r e s m o u n t i n 
MeJaysia and other predominant l y 
M u s l i m soc iet ies for the i m p l e ­
m e n t a t i o n of forms a n d u n d e r ­
standings of Islamic law that date 
b a c k to the ear l y c e n t u r i e s of 
Is lamic c i v i l i za t i on , the need to 
f o s t e r a n e n l i g h t e n e d a n d 
con t empora r y u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
endur ing Qur ' an i c imperat ives is 
both necessary and urgent. The 
articles i n this book are made up 
of papers presented at the Sisters 
i n I s l a m ' s S y m p o s i u m o n the 
M o d e m Nation-State. 

How shou ld an Islamic state 
be r u n ? H o w can m o d e r n - d a y 
Is lamic people commit ted to both 
their re l ig ious heritage and to a 
v is ion of progress for its inheri tors, 
i n t e r p r e t the e s s e n t i a l s of the 
Med inan model? How are they to 
u n d e r s t a n d a n d r e a l i z e t h e 
Qur 'an i c ideals of equality, jus t i ce 
a n d po l i t i c a l sovere ignty of the 
u m m a ? These are the c r u c i a l 
q u e s t i o n s t a c k l e d d u r i n g the 
sympos ium and i n the articles i n 
th i s book. (Malaysia: Sisters in 
Islam, 1994. 160p. RN LAW 
02348.00B) 

Women and the 
Environment 

Women, the Env i ronment 
and Sustainable Develop­
ment: Towards a Theoretical 
Synthesis by Rosi Bra idot t i , E w a 
Chark iew ics , Sabine Haus l e r and 
S a s k i a Wie r inga 

There is a widespread percep­
t ion that the development process 

is in a state of mult ip le crisis. While 
the no t i on of sus ta inab l e deve­
lopment is supposed to address 
a d e q u a t e l y i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d imensions, there is st i l l no agreed 
framework relat ing women to this 
new perspective. This book is an 
attempt to present and disentangle 
the var ious posit ions put forward 
by major actors and to clarify the 
politiceJ E ind theoretical issues that 
are at s take i n the debates on 
w o m e n , the e n v i r o n m e n t and 
sustainable development. 

A m o n g the current critiques of 
the Western mode l of development 
w h i c h the authors review are the 
feminist analys is of Science itself 
and the power re lat ions inherent 
in the produc t i on of knowledge; of 
W o m e n , E n v i r o n m e n t and 
Deve lopment or W E D ; of Alter­
native Development; of Environ-
mentc j Re f o rm ism; and of Deep 
E c o l o g y , S o c i a l E c o l o g y and 
E c o f e m i n i s m . In t rave rs ing this 
important laindscape of ideeis, the 
authors show how they criticise the 
dominant deve lopment mode l at 
the various levels of epistemology, 
theory and pol icy. They forward 
t h e i r o w n i d e a s o n the bas ic 
elements they consider necesseuy in 
constructing a paradigmatic shift— 
e m p h a s i s i n g s u c h v a l u e s as 
h o l i s m , m u t u a l i t y , j u s t i c e , 
autonomy, self-reliance, sustcuna-
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bility and peace. (UK: Zed Books 
Ltd., 1994. 220p. RN DEV 
01809.00B) 

Feminist Perspect ives on 
Sustainable Development by 
Wendy Harcourt-

This co l l ec t i on cap tures the 
v i ta l i t y a n d u r g e n c y of t h e 
f e m i n i s t s ' r e s p o n s e s to t h e 
env i ronment a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 
debate. The authors-researchers , 
activists and po l i cy -makers from 
the Nor th and S o u t h offer new 
ways of cha l l eng ing the present 
domineint knowledge-systems eind 
deve lopment i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d 
discuss the diff iculties that women 
in the margins of the development 
process face. 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s o n r e s o u r c e 
management, power, knowledge 
production, cul ture , development 
institutions and politics, hea l th a nd 
economics , s h o w h o w g e n d e r 
relations are not s imp ly a footnote 
to our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s to ry 
and societies, but are centra l to 
the development discourse. In so 
doing, they suggest that diversity 
itself is necessary to b u i l d new 
paradigms of deve lopment u p o n 
gender equity, secure l ivel ihoods, 
eco log ica l s u s t a i n a b i l i t y a n d 
politiced p a r t i c i p a t i o n . (UK: Zed 
Books Ltd., 1994. 255p. RN DEV 
01794.00B) 

Close to H o m e : W o m e n 
Reconnect Ecology, Health 
and Development Worldwide, 
edited Iby Veindeina Sh i va 

As speed-driven corporat ions 
and g o v e r n m e n t s p o l l u t e t h e 
earth, m i s u s e t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
destroy the lives of the poor and 
disenfranchised, women through­
out the w o r l d are s u c c e s s f u l l y 
chal lenging a n d r e v e r s i n g t h i s 
trend. 

C lose to H o m e c h r o n i c l e s 
these w o m e n - l e d s t rugg l e s for 
tru ly s u s t a i n a b l e c o m m u n i t y 
development. The women featured 

F E M i N i s i P E R S F F . C : T I V F . S O N 

S U S I A I N A U I E D E V E L O P M E N T 

> I.I I i •> ll'niiiy Hrfrrttim 

i n th is book battle toxic wastes, 
low-level rad ia t i on , and biotech­
nology. Wh i l e t rac ing the l i n k s 
between megaprojects and environ­
mental destruct ion they document 
r esound ing victories ageunst such 
impos ing foes as U n i o n Cetrbide 

a n d seve ra l go­
vernments. (USA: 
New Society 
Publishers, 1994. 
170p. RNENV 
02252.00B) 

Working 
Women 

As Women, As 
Workers : A 
Cartoon Book 
for Asian Wor­
kers and Or­
ganizers, text by 
C h e u n g C h o i 
W a n ; i l l u s t r a ­

t ions by Tranv in Jattidgcircik 

W o m e n wo rk i n a l l k i n d s of 
p laces , do ing a l l k i n d s of work . 
Howeve r , w o m e n ' s w o r k a n d a 
woman 's s ta tus as a worker sire 
r a r e l y r e c o g n i z e d i n o f f i c i a l 
statistics. She is often exc luded 
from jobs i n wh i ch men dominate. 
She does not earn the same wages 
or enjoy the same benefits received 
by m e n workers do ing the same 
job . She has no oppor tun i t y for 
promotion because she is a woman. 

T h r o u g h the m e d i u m of 
cartoon i l lustrat ions, the status of 
Asizin women workers i n different 
fields are presented. Organized as 
a source book for educators and 
labor organizers, there are helpful 
guides for u s i n g the stories a n d 
materials for consciousness-reusing 
purposes . Th i s is an impor tant 
addit ion to the tool box of women 
organizers and populair educators. 
(Hong Kong: Committee for Asian 
Workers, 1994. 63p. RN ECO 
01936.00B) 

Capturing Complexity: An 
Interd isc ip l inary Look at 
Women , Househo lds and 
D e v e l o p m e n t , e d i t e d by 
Ka th l e en C l o u d , Romy Boroosih, 
et.al. 

Whi l e there is a considerable 
and growing body of literature con­
cern ing the role of women in sociad 
a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , 
a p p r o p r i a t e r e s e a r c h m e t h o d s 
have yet to be developed to fully 
encompass the mu l t i p l e d imen­
sions of women's productive and 
r e p r o d u c t i v e ac t i v i t i e s as i n d i ­
v idua ls an d as members of house­
holds. Th is vo lume is a major step 
i n i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y a n d 
quctntity of data on women. 

Argu ing that concrete develop­
ment prob lems know no disc ipl i ­
na ry b o u n d a r i e s , the papers i n 
this volume promote an integrated, 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y a n d p r o b l e m -
centered approach to development 
r e s e a r c h . T h e c o n t r i b u t o r s 
i l l u s t r a t e t h a t i s s u e s s u c h as 
fertility choices, women's product­
ivity i n agr icul ture, and the trade­
offs that they maike between chi ld-
care and work outs ide the home 
require that resecirchers consider 
a m u l t i t u d e of c r o s s - c u t t i n g 
factors whi le developing research 
designs. (India: Sage Publications 
Ltd., 1994. 324p. RN ECO 
01822.00B) 

Captur ing 
Complex i t y 

An interJiSLiplinary hM>k at imntcn. 
bonsehcHs aiui dvtvitpmeHt 
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Of Mothers and 
Daughters 

Daughters of Feminists by 
Rose L. G l i c k m a n 

Fi l led wi th personal einecdotes 
that will engage mothers, daughters 
and einyone concerned w i t h the 
progress of f e m i n i s m i n today 's 
s o c i a l c l i m a t e . Daughters of 
Feminists explores the experiences 
of w o m e n direct ly in f luenced by 
m o t h e r s w h o w o r k e d t o w a r d s 
equality and the transformation of 
the home, the workplace and the 
world at large. 

Rose L. G l i c k m a n , a feminist 
historian and mother, interviewed 
50 women between the ages 18 
a n d 3 5 w h o come f r o m v a r i e d 
e thn ic b a c k g r o u n d s a n d fami ly 
structures to f ind out where they 
s tand on i s sues centra l to the ir 
mothers 's feminist perspect ives: 
wo rk , f ami l y l i fe , f r i e n d s h i p , 
sexuality, self-image, pub l i c Eind 
private roles, feminism and rac ism, 
and even the word feminist itself. 
Their cand id , thought-provoking, 
often surpr is ing responses reveal 
the c o m p l e x i t i e s b e h i n d m e d i a 
general izat ions about the "pos t -
f em in i s t " g ene ra t i on . (USA: St. 
Martin's Press, 1993. 192p.RNFAM 
02239.00B) 

Motherhood and Modernity: 
An Investigation into the 
Ra t i ona l D i m e n s i o n o f 
M o t h e r i n g b y C h r i s t i n e 
Eve r i ngham 

Christ ine Ever ingham presents 
an i n n o v a t i v e a n a l y s i s l i n k i n g 
motherhood to broader sociological 
debates on modernity , rat ional i ty 
s ind the indiv idual . Current models 
of m o t h e r i n g are b a s e d o n the 
a s s u m p t i o n t h a t i n f a n t s have 
biologicedly d e t e r m i n e d "n e eds " 
that mothers learn to recognize and 
meet i n social ly approved ways. 
E v e r i n g h a m c r i t i q u e s t h i s a n d 
ins t ead p r esen t s Ein a l t e rnat i ve 
mode l of n u r t u r i n g that locates 
m o t h e r s as s u b j e c t s , a c t i v e l y 

c o n s t r u c t i n g the perspect i ve of 
their chi ld while Eisserting their own 
needs and interests in a peirticular 
socio-cultured context. 

A w e l l - h a n d l e d m i x of 
t h e o r e t i c a l a n d e t h n o g r a p h i c 
mater ia ls p lus a focused review of 
c o n t e m p o r a r y d i s c u s s i o n s of 
rat ional i ty eind the self, mother ing 
and morgJity make th is book an 
e n g a g i n g r e a d . (UK: Open 
University press, 1994. 156 p. RN 
FAM 02240.OOB) 

the 
Bridge 

to Wholeness 

Sexuality 
and 

Spirituality 

A ttminint AlunMnt U ik Hm MyA 

JanBa»lJaR;r&,EdD 

The Bridge to 
Wholeness: A 
F e m i n i n e 
Alternative to 
the Hero Myth, 
e d i t e d by J e a n 
Benedic t Raffa 

T h r o u g h o u t 
h i s t o r y t h e r e 
have been m a n y 
stories about the 
j o u r n e y s of he ­
roes. These fairy 

teJes, m y t h s , a n d other l i t e rary 
w o r k s have s h o w n h o w m a l e 
heroes strive to become their true 
selves. They do this by conquer ing 
crue l enemies, endur ing difficult 
tr ials of strength or s laying terrible 
dragons. The r e w E i r d for a l l th is 
ha rd work is re lat ionship w i th the 
feminine: the heind of the pr incess 
or a re turn to the wait ing wife. A n d 
this is where the story ends. 

W h e n a w o m e i n appears i n a 
hero m y t h , her work is done for 
the SEike of re lat ionship. She may 
be a helper, a w i t ch , a v i c t im, a 
prophet , a seductress or a reward 
for the hero , bu t she is a lmos t 
never someone f l ower ing as a n 
i n d i v i d u a l . A c c o r d i n g to m o s t 
t r a d i t i o n a l my tho l ogy , a m a n ' s 
task is ind iv iduat ion , o r becoming 

differentiated from everyone else! 
by prov ing h imse l f i n personally! 
f u l f i l l i n g w o r k i n the physical] 
wor ld. If he succeeds, h is reward I 
is a r e tu rn to the feminine. The] 
combinat ion of these two accom­
p l i s h m e n t s ( d e v e l o p i n g hisi 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y a n d ach iev ing anl 
i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i th the! 
feminine) a l lows h i m to become I 
what he was intended to be and I 
so live out h is destiny. In religious 
language, this gocJ is equated with 
enter ing the k ingdom of God. In 
psychological language, it is called 
w h o l e n e s s , a n d the journey 
toweirds it is wha t th i s book is 
a b o u t . (USA: Lura Media, Inc., | 
7992. 205p. RN SEX 01816.00B] 

Nobody Owns Me: A Celibate [ 
Woman Discovers Sexual 
Power by Franc is B. Rothluebber 

W i t h f ierce t ende rness and 
f e a r l e s s i n t i m a c y , Francis 
R o t h l u e b b e r c h a r t s a celibate 
woman ' s mid-li fe sexua l initiation. 
Wr i t t en i n the form of a private I 
j o u r n a l , th i s book documents a | 
pivotal year i n the life of "Marilyn," 
a w o m a n l i v i n g i n a rel igious | 
community . . . . [as she) learns how I 
to awaken the sacred fire living in | 
her body. (USA: Lura Media, Inc., 
1994. 125p. RN SEX 02356.00BJ 

Journey of the Priestess by 
As ia Shepsut 

The issue of female priests has 
now moved to the forefront of 
pub l i c debate w i th in the Christian 
C h u r c h . Ye t m a n y inf luent ia l 
women work ing outside orthodox 
rel igions Eire already operating as 
pr iestesses, often at a very high 
l e ve l . Journey of the Priestess 
traces the remains of a submerged 
t r a d i t i o n of p r i e s t e s s e s , whose 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s have remained 
constant for m i l l enn ia . (UK: The 
Aquarian Press, 1993. 251 p. RN 
REL 02244.OOB) 
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Barbara G. Walker, 
Back-to-Back 

The Women's Dictionary of 
Symbols and Sacred Objects. 

S y m b o l i s m i s a s l i p p e r y 
subject. Any one symbo l may have 
h u n d r e d s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , 
according to d i f f e r ing bel ie fs of 
people who interpret it. Symbo ls 
now a s s o c i a t e d w i t h o r t h o d o x 
religions or ig ina l l y evolved f rom 
very d i f f e r en t c o n t e x t s i n the 
p r e p a t r i a r c h a l p a s t , l i k e t h e 
crescent m o o n of in tense ly male-
oriented Is lam, w h i c h descended 
from the femeile-oriented worsh ip 
of the Moon Mother 
in eirchaic Arab ia . 

Barbara Walker 's 
dictionary provides a 
fasc inat ing t o u r of 
the history and my­
thology of s o m e 
seven h u n d r e d 
w o m a n - r e l a t e d 
symbols: f rom r o u n d 
and o v a l m o t i f s , 
sacred a n d s e c u l a r 
objects, d e i t i e s ' 
signs, r i t u a l s i g n s 
and supernatura ls to 
symbols insp i r ed by 
body p a r t s , b i r d s , 
p l an ts , m i n e r a l s , 
stones, s h e l l s a n d 
more. (USA: Harper San Francisco, 
1988. 563p. RN REF 02250.00B) 

The Women's Encyclopedia 
of Myths and Secrets 

Do you know where the legend 
of a cat's n ine l ives comes from? 
Why "mama" is a word unders tood 
in nearly a l l languages? How the 
custom of k i s s ing begain? Whether 
there readly was a female pope? 
Why Cinderel la 's g lass s l ipper was 
so important to the Pr ince? 

The a n s w e r s to t h e s e a n d 
countless other i n t r i gu ing ques­
t ions a r e g i v e n i n t h i s 
compulsively r eadab l e , f emin i s t 

'^WOMAN'S 
DKTIONApy. 
Symbols 8 Sacred Objects 

encyclopedia. Twenty-five years i n 
preparat ion , th i s un i que , compre­
hens i ve s o u r c e b o o k f ocuses on 
m3rthology, ainthropology, re l ig ion, 
Eind sexual i ty to uncover prec ise ly 
wha t o ther encyc l oped i as leave 
out or misrepresent . The Woman's 
Encyclopedia p r e s e n t s t h e 
f asc ina t ing s tor i es b e h i n d w o r d 
o r i g i n s , l e gends , s u p e r s t i t i o n s , 
amd cus toms . A browser 's del ight 
and an ind ispensab le resource, it 
offers 1 , 3 5 0 en t r i e s o n m a g i c , 
wi tchcra f t , faiiries, elves, g i an ts , 
goddesses , gods, a n d psycho lo -
gicad anomal ies s u c h as demonic 
po s s e s s i on ; the m y s t i c a l m e a n ­
ings of s u n , m o o n , e a r th , sea , 

t ime and space; ideas of the 
sou l , r e incarna t i on , creat ion 
and doomsday; ancient and 
m o d e r n a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d 
sex, p ros t i tu t i on , r omance , 
rape, warfare, death and s in , 
a n d m u c h , m u c h m o r e . 
T r a c i n g these c o n c e p t s to 
their p repat r ia rcha l or ig ins, 
B a r b a r a G . Wa lke r explores 
the h i d d e n f o o t p r i n t s of 
h i s t o r y i n a d d i t i o n to the 
va luable mater ia ls recovered 

by archaeologists, 
or ienta l is ts , and 
o ther s c h o l a r s . 
(USA: Harper 
San Francisco, 
1983. 1124p. 
RN REF 02373. 
OOB) 

t A l t A I A C W A t l l l 

THE 
WOMAN'S 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF t MYTHS 

ANOmSECRETS 

Classics 
T h e F e m a l e 
E u n u c h by 
Germaine Greer 

C l a s s i c text 
in m o d e m wes­
t e r n f e m i n i s m . 
The Female 

Eunuch, w i t h i t s c h a p t e r t i t l es 
"Body , " " S o u l , " "Love," aind "Hate , " 
was one of the first to cons ider 
women as a subject of d iscourse. 
M a n y of wha t today 's f emin i s t s 
cons ider as c o m m o n sense were 

first eu-gued out i n Greer 's book. 
(UK: Paladin, 1971. 354p. RN IDE 
02156.OOB) 

G y n / E c o l o g y : The Meta 
Ethics of Radical Feminism 
by Mary Da ly 

Gyn/Ecology is a book unl ike 
a n y o t h e r . It i n v i t e s u s to 
acknowledge w i thout forgiveness 
or c o l l u s i o n those forces wh i ch 
h a v e s h a p e d o u r l i v e s . The 
r i t u a l i s e d m u t i l a t i o n , b u r n i n g , 
m i n d - b i n d i n g a n d t o r t u r e of 
mi l l i ons of women i n C h i n a , India, 
Afr ica, and Europe is merci lessly 
recounted here. 

In its total lack of inhib i t ion 
by p a t r i a r c h a l f o r m s a n d i t s 
sombre dec la ra t i on of what has 
previously been kept h idden, Gyn/ 
Ecology is a work of revolut ion. 
(UK: The Women's Press Limited, 
1978. 485p. RNIDE 02256.00B) 
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BOOK REVIEW 

AUNG SAN SUU KYI'S 

Freedom from Fear 
and OtherWritings 
Reviewed by J iNG PORTE 

w h o h a s n o t h e a r d o f A u n g S a n S u u K y i , B u r m a ' s 
" w o m a n o f d e s t i n y , " m a n y t i m e s f e a t u r e d o n 
t h e c o v e r o f v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
s h e w h o w o n t h e S a k h a r o v P r i z e for F r e e d o m 
o f T h o u g h t i n 1 9 9 0 , a n d t h e N o b e l P e a c e P r i z e 
i n 1 9 9 1 . S u u , a s s h e i s f o n d l y c a l l e d b y h e r 
s u p p o r t e r s , a g a i n f e a t u r e d p r o m i n e n t l y i n 
m e d i a w h e n s h e w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m s i x y e a r s o f 
h o u s e a r r e s t i n B u r m a . 

Freedom from Fear and Other Writings i s a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f e s s a y s b y A u n g S a n S u u K y i , l e a d e r 
o f t h e N a t i o n a l L e a g u e o f D e m o c r a c y (NLD ) , t h e 
m a i n c o a l i t i o n o f g r o u p s f i g h t i n g t h e 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n r e g i m e i n R a n g o o n . E d i t e d b y 
h e r h u s b a n d , M i c h a e l A r i s , t h e b o o k p r o v i d e s 
t h e r e a d e r s w i t h n o t o n l y a g l i m p s e o f t h e s o c i o -
c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y o f B u r m a b u t a l s o a p e r s o n a l 
a c c o u n t o f S u u ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n h e r p e o p l e ' s 
s t r u g g l e for d e m o c r a c y . 

S u u ' s e s s a y s c o m e i n t h r e e b a t c h e s , l i k e a 
t r i p t y c h o f h e r p o l i t i c a l t h o u g h t s , r e f l e c t i o n s o n 
B u r m e s e h i s t o r y a n d c u l t u r e a n d r e m e m b r a n ­
c e s . H e r e a r l i e r w r i t i n g s , c o m p l e t e d be f o re 
h e r r e t u r n to B u r m a i n 1 9 8 8 , m a k e u p t h e 
b o o k ' s f i r s t p a r t . I n c l u d e d a r e a d a u g h t e r ' s 
r e m e m b r a n c e o f h e r f a t h e r , A u n g S a n , t h e 
r e v e r e d l e a d e r o f t h e n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t i n 
t h e 1 9 3 0 s a n d 1 9 4 0 s ; e s s a y s o n t h e l i t e r a r y 
a n d c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e o f B u r m a ; a n d a 
c o m p a r a t i v e s t u d y o f i n t e l l e c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n B u r m a a n d I n d i a u n d e r c o l o n i a l i s m . 

F o r m i n g t h e b o o k ' s m i d d l e p a r t a r e 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s d o c u m e n t s c o m p o s e d b y S u u 
d u r i n g h e r i n m i e r s i o n i n t h e B u r m e s e p e o p l e ' s 
d e m o c r a t i c s t r u g g l e . C o l l e c t i v e l y , t h e s e a r t i c l e s 
c o n v e y s o m e t h i n g of t h e a t m o s p h e r e of t h e 

w h o l e m o v e m e n t a n d S u u ' s r e s p o n s e to the 
u n f o l d i n g s i t u a t i o n . T h e d o c u m e n t s are 
a r r a n g e d i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l s e q u e n c e f r o m the 
t i m e S u u r e t u r n e d to B u r m a , w h e r e a f t e r she 
q u i c k l y s t e p p e d i n t o t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e by 
i s s u i n g h e r f i r s t p o l i t i c a l m a n i f e s t o , u p to the 
e v e n t s t h a t l e d to h e r h o u s e a r r e s t i n J u l y 1989. 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e a re t h e e s s a y s w r i t t e n b y other 
p e o p l e a b o u t S u u . T h e r e a r e t h e p o i g n a n t and 
o f t e n h u m o r o u s r e m i n i s c e n c e s b y t w o people 
w h o h a v e k n o w n S u u be f o r e s h e b e c a m e a 
s y m b o l o f B u r m a ' s s t r u g g l e for d e m o c r a c y . 
S u u ' s g r o w i n g u p y e a r s a r e r e c a l l e d b y M a T h a n 
E , a c l o s e f r i e n d o f t h e A u n g S a n f a m i l y and 
w h o m S u u r e f e r r e d to a s a n " e m e r g e n c y aunt . ' 
M e a n w h i l e A n n P a s t e r n a k S l a t e r , S u u ' s 
n e i g h b o r a n d c l o s e f r i e n d i n E n g l a n d , wri tes 
a b o u t S u u ' s a c a d e m i c y e a r s i n O x f o r d a n d her 
f a m i l y l i fe w i t h M i c h a e l A r i s . T h e t w o other 
e s s a y s a r e b y t w o a c a d e m i c s w h o h a v e closely 
f o l l o w e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t s f r o m E n g l a n d and 
t h e r i s e o f S u u a s B u r m a ' s p r i m e s p o k e s p e r s o n 
i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a g e . W h a t e m e r g e s from 
t h e s e w r i t i n g s , s p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f h e r f r iends ' , 
i s a m o r e r o u n d e d p i c t u r e o f S u u a s a pe r son . 

H e r m e d i a c e l e b r i t y n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , the 
q u e s t i o n b e g s to b e a s k e d : W h o i s A u n g San 
S u u K y i ? H o w d o e s one a c c o u n t for h e r meteoric 
r i s e a n d c o n t i n u e d p o p u l a r i t y i n a c o u n t r y 
w h e r e t h e m i l i t a r y h a s d o m i n a t e d a l l aspec ts 
o f l i fe for t h e p a s t 3 2 y e a r s a n d w h e r e n o w o m a n 
i n m o d e m t i m e s h a s e v e r b e e n c o n s i d e r e d for 
n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p ? 

J o s e f S i l v e r s t e i n , o n e o f t h e b o o k ' s 
c o n t r i b u t o r s , g i v e s a v e r y t e l l i n g r e p l y : "There 
a r e n o r e a l c u l t u r a l i m p e d i m e n t s to a w o m a n 
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as a leader i n B u r m a . T h r o u g h o u t i t s h is tory , 
women have enjoyed equal i ty w i t h m e n i n the 
household a n d the economy. Marriage was a n d 
is a c iv i l act; w o m e n r e ta in the i r o w n n a m e s 
du r ing m a r r i a g e , a n d d i v o r c e i s a s i m p l e 
procedure w i t h no s t i gma a t tached to e i ther 
party. More important , women have always h a d 
the r ight of i n h e r i t a n c e . O n l y i n B u d d h i s t 
religious t e rms were they cons idered inferior. " 

B u t wh i l e B u r m e s e pre -co lon ia l h i s to ry i s 
replete w i t h i n s t a n c e s where w o m e n a t ta ined 
positions of power a n d in f luence , the role of 
w o m e n i n p o l i t i c s , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d 
diplomacy de t e r i o ra t ed d u r i n g the c o l o n i a l 
period. Th i s infer ior pos i t i on pers is ts u p to the 
present. F r o m the co l on ia l per iod onwards , 
women's o r gan i z a t i ons became a t t a ched to 
political parties. Coun t l e s s women part ic ipated 
in the nat iona l i s t struggle of the co lon ia l per iod 
and many w o r k e d c lose ly w i t h the m e n who 
were the ir leaders . B u t they never ach ieved 
leadership i n their o w n right. Under the mihta iy 
dictatorship, women 's soc ia l a n d poUtical s tatus 
further deter iorated. 

A u n g S a n S u u K y i i s spec ia l i n so m a n y 
ways. As ide f rom he r be ing the daughter of a 
national hero , she h a s a n u m b e r of qua l i t i es 
which prepared he r we l l to enter a n d r ise i n 
the po l i t i ca l a r e n a i n he r o w n r ight. S u u i s 
inteUigent a n d we l l - educa ted , hav ing f in i shed 
her educat ion i n Ind ia a n d later at Oxford. She 
is also wide ly- t rave led . After l eav ing Oxford, 
she went to New Yo rk where she was employed 
for some time at the U n i t e d Nat ions Secretariat. 
Small a n d t h i n b u t feisty, S u u possesses a 
commanding presence that h a s been proven 
repeatedly by he r capac i ty to at tract crowds i n 
their thousands . 

Bu t it i s her courage i n the face of adversity 
that s tands out as most ou t s t and ing feature. 
In response to the mi l i ta ry ' s se izure of power 
on 18 September 1988 after G e n e r a l Ne W i n 
resigned a n d ca l l ed for a re f e rendum to adopt a 
multi-party system, S u u j o ined i n the founding 
of the Nat ional League of Democracy (NLD) and 
became i ts general-secretary. 

In her p o s i t i o n , S u u spoke ou t s h a r p l y 
against the m u r d e r i n the streets of B u r m e s e 
youth, a n d the mi l i ta ry ' s v io la t ions of h u m a n 
rights. A t one t ime, she was a c cused by the 
mihtary of a l l ow ing herse l f to be m a n i p u l a t e d 
by the c o m m u n i s t s Her party, the N L D , was 
equated w i th the b a n n e d Burmese C o m m u n i s t 
Party. She par r i ed the a t tacks by te l l ing the 

mi l i ta ry that she h a s a m i n d of he r own a n d by 
expe l l ing afterwards her co-party leader at N L D 
who was m a k i n g s im i l a r charges. 

D e s p i t e t h e m i l i t a r y ' s b a n o n p u b l i c 
gather ings , S u u trave led a r o u n d B u r m a a n d 
gathered crowds i n the t h o u s a n d s . O n 5 A p r i l 
1989, whi le campaign ing i n D a n u b y u province, 
a n army capta in ordered h i s soldiers to a i m their 
rifles at her . She w a l k e d towards the so ld iers 
as the cap ta in started the c o u n t d o w n for the 
f i r ing. A n a rmy major s tepped forward a n d 
c o u n t e r m a n d e d the order , p r e v e n t i n g h e r 
assass inat ion . 

O n 20 J u l y 1989, the mi l i t a ry in tens i f i ed 
i ts a t tacks aga inst the democrat ic oppos i t ion . 
Many NLD leaders and supporters were arrested 
a n d S u u a n d N L D cha i r T i n U were p laced 
u n d e r house arrest. S u u immediate ly began a 
hunge r s t r ike w h e n her d e m a n d to be p u t i n 
the same j a i l as her supporters was tv imed down 
by the mUita iy . The hunger str ike, w h i c h lasted 
12 days, ended only after S u u was a s s u r e d by 
her captors that her suppor te rs w o u l d not be 
t reated i n h u m a n l y a n d w o u l d be g i ven due 
process. 

I n M a y 1 9 9 0 , t h e e l e c t i o n s for t h e 
const i tut iona l assembly was he ld . T h o u g h S u u 
was not a l lowed by the mihtary to r u n , the N L D 
s t i l l w o n more t h a n 80 per cent of the seats. 
B u t the mi l i tary re f i ised to recognize the resu l ts 
of the election. Instead, it t ightened the dragnet 
aga inst the N L D . B y the e n d of October 1990, 
on ly four of NLD ' s leaders were free. 

S u u ' s captors have f inal ly let her out bu t 
the restr ict ions on her movements remain . Yet, 
S u u pe r s i s t s i n he r work , a d d r e s s i n g l o c a l 
meet ings a n d demonstra t ions a n d lobby ing for 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t to t h e d e m o c r a c y 
m o v e m e n t i n B u r m a . H e r i n i t i a l p u b l i c 
speeches indicate that Suu ' s commitment to the 
struggle for democracy i n B u r m a is unwaver ing. 

S u u is not only r e shap ing B u r m a ' s poht ics , 
b u t i s also h e l p ing reinvigorate the B u r m e s e 
w o m e n to r e c l a im the role they h a d p layed i n 
pre -co lon ia l t imes : coequal , i f not better, w i t h 
m e n i n a l l aspects of life. 

Jing Porte is a projects consultant of 
KABABAIHAN, a women's center working with urban 
poor women and trade unions. She was the 
coordinator for South East Asia of the Hong Kong-
based Committee for Asian Workers in the early 
1980s, and has written extensively about Filipino 
women workers. 
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M A R I A 
MIES MARIA MIES' a n d VANDANA SHIVA'S 

Ecofeminism 
V A N D A N A 
S H I V A 

Reviewed by HELEN R. GRAHAM, M . M . 

I 
n Ecofeminism M a r i a Mies , a G e r m a n social scientist 
and activist i n the feminist movement, and Veindana 
S h i v a , a n Ind i an theo r e t i c a l p h y s i c i s t f rom the 
ecology movement, issue a ser ious and urgent cal l 
for a new v is ion, wh i ch they term the subsistence or 
surv iva l perspectives. For Mies and Sh iva the Eeirth 
S u m m i t i n Rio de J a n e i r o ( U N C E D , J u n e 1992) 
s imply conf irmed their convict ion that "so lut ions to 
the present wor ldw ide eco log ica l , e conomic a n d 
social prob lems cannot be expected from the ru l ing 
elite of the North or the South. . . [Rather] a n e w vis ion-
a new life for present and future generations, and 
for our fellow creatures on earth- in wh i ch praxis and 
theory Eire respected and presei-ved can be found 
o n l y i n t h e s u r v i v a l s t r u g g l e s of g r a s s r o o t s 
movements . " 

Ecofeminism is a col lect ion of papers Eind articles 
in w h i c h the two women of different cu l tura l and 
academic backg rounds , and geographica l or ig ins, 
c r ea t i v e l y t r a n s c e n d t h e i r d i f f e rences to m a k e 
avai lable " s h a r e d c o m m o n conce rns that emerge 
from an inv is ib le g loba l po l i t i cs i n w h i c h women 
worldwide are enmeshed in their everyday life; and 
a c onve r g ence of t h i n k i n g a r i s i n g f r om [their] 
part ic ipat ion i n the efforts of women to keep alive 
the processes that sus ta in us . " 

Mies and Sh i va divide the work, contr ibut ing a 
section or two for each of their book's seven chapters. 
Sh i va opens the book w i th a trenchant crit ique of 
modern science "projected as a universa l , value-free 
sys t em of knowledge , wh i ch . . . c l a ims to arrive at 
objective conc lus ions about life, the universe and 
almost eveiything." She a igues that this pa iad i gm 
is r educ t i on i s t or mechEinical , a "Wes te rn , male-
oriented and patriai-chal projection wh ich necessari ly 
entai led the subjugat ion of both nature and women."" 
Mies follows w i th a series of seven methodological 
guide l ines of feminist reseairch wh ich recognize that 
"the postulate of veJue-free research" needs to be 
replaced by what she terms, "consc ious part ial i ty" 
w h i c h c o n s i d e r s b o t h r e s e a r c h objects said the 

reseai"chers themselves as pa i t s of a bigger socicd 
whole. " 

In the book's second pa i t , Mies discusses the 
pernic ious effect on nature , women, and other people 
of "the myth of catching-up development," a path 
wh ich is and wi l l remeiin an i l l u s i on " for women. This 
IS so b e c a u s e the grea t v a l u e s of the French 
revolution (i.e. the promises of freedom, equality, and 
the s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the i n d i v i d u a l ) , "are 
betrayed for many women because al\e rights 
d e p e n d o n the p o s s e s s i o n of p r o p e r t y , and of 
w o m e n . " S u c h r i gh t s canno t be ex tended to all 
women in the wor ld , since the self- interest of the 
ind i v idua l is always i n compe t i t i on w i t h the self-
interest of others. W h e n app l i ed to the ecological 
p r o b l e m , the p r i n c i p l e of se l f - i n t e res t leads to 
intensif ied ecological degradat ion and destmct ion. 

S h i v a a s k s where the deve lopment paradigm 
went wrong since, instead of wel l -be ing and affluence 
for a l l , "it has brought env i ronmenta l degradation 
and poverty" especial ly to w o m e n and chi ldren. In 
a n s w e r to h e r q u e s t i o n , S h i v a c o n t r i b u t e s 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y to the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the term 
'poverty.' The convent ional development paradigm, 
m isunders tands poverty as the "absence of Western 
consumpt i on pat terns" w h i c h leads to the pursuit 
of the development process as a 'poverty-removal' 
project. As Shiva points out, however, "Development," 
as a cu l tura l ly b iased process destroys wholesome 
and sustainable l ifestyles and ins tead creates real 
mater ia l poverty, or misery, by deny ing the means 
of surv iva l t h r ough the d i ve rs i on of resources to 
resource- intensive commodi ty p roduc t i on . " 

By the end of the U N Decade for W o m e n {1976-
1985) it was evident that development itself was the 
p rob l em as the i n c r e a s i n g u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t of 
women was seen to be the resul t of " the i r enforced 
but asymmetr ic par t i c ipat ion whereby they bore the 
cos ts b u t were e x c l u d e d f r o m the b e n e f i t s " of 
'development. ' Th is t ime, however, " i t was not the 
old colonial powers but the new nat iona l elite that 
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m a s t e r m i n d e d the e x p l o i t a t i o n o n g r o u n d s of 
'national interest ' and growing G N P s . " It is women 
and chi ldren, Sh i va sharp ly observes, who are most 
significantly affected by the "poverty t rap, created 
through the v i c i ous cycle of 'deve lopment , ' debt , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e s t r u c t i o n a n d s t r u c t u r a l 
adjustment. 

Mies adds to th is cr i t ique of the conventioneJ 
development mode l w i th a reference to the Chernoby l 
disaster etnd the urgent lessons to be d rawn from it. 
The fact t h a t t h e e f f e c t s of s u c h i n d u s t r i a l 
ca tas t rophes do no t r e s p e c t p o l i t i c a l b o r d e r s , 
demonstrates that the not ion of 'un l im i t ed progress ' 
is a dangerous my th . Humains mus t realize that they 
cannot continue to "rape aind destroy nature " wi thout 
themselves suffering the consequences. 

In "The S e a r c h for Roo t s , " the t h i r d part of 
Ecofeminism, S h i v a desc r ibes the new re l ig ion of 
development as an uproo t ing of people from their 
roots in the soi l w h i c h is the ir " sacred mother, " by 
the new highpr iests- the meinagers of 'development'-
often w i th the cooperat ion of a pol ice state wh i ch 
uses terror tac t i c s to w r e n c h people " f r om the i r 
homes a n d h o m e l a n d s , a n d c o n s i g n t h e m as 
ecological E ind cu l tu ra l refugees in the waste land of 
industrial society." In what she terms "the process 
of mascul in izat ion of the mo the r l and , " Sh i va charges 
the state w i th hav ing changed its role from that of 
protector of its people and resources, to that of virtueJ 
provider and protector of TNCs . Rather than serve 
as the T N C s ' regulator, the state now acts as their 
protector. 

Shiva then po ints out the m a n y ways in wh i ch 
gender and diversity are l i nked . Diversi ty, wh i ch is 
the principle of women 's work and knowledge is also 
amatrix out of w h i c h emerge 'productiv i ty ' and ' sk i l l s ' 
which respect, and do not destroy, diversity. This 
productivity and these sk i l l s a ie not given positive 
values, however, by those for w h o m value is conferred 
only through economic explo i tat ion for commerc ia l 
gain. Th i s c r i t e r i on of c o m m e r c i a l va lue reduces 
diversity to a p rob l em, a deficiency. Therefore, Sh iva 
asserts, the "des t ruct ion of diversity and the creation 
of monocultures becomes a n imperat ive for capitadist 
patriarchy." Shiva 's ins ights into the re lat ionship of 
sacredness cind conservat ion are wor th quot ing at 
length: 

" In the ind igenous sett ing, sacredness is a large 
part of conservat ion. Sacredness encompasses the 
intrinsic va lue of d ivers i ty ; sac redness denotes a 
relationship of the peirt to the who le -a re lat ionship 
that recognizes and preserves integrity. Profane seed 
violates the integrity of ecologiced cycles and l inkages 
and f ragments a g r i c u l t u r a l e c o s y s t e m s a n d the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s r e s p o n s i b l e for s u s t a i n a b l e 
production." 

In the context of biotechnology, Mies takes up 
the issue of, what she terms, the "sexist and racist 
imphcations" of the new reproduct ive technologies. 

S h e p o i n t s ou t t h a t t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h i s 
technology took place " i n the ideo log ica l c l imate 
w h i c h makes a sharp d is t inct ion between m a n and 
na tu r e , c u l t u r e a n d n a t u r e , " a n d w h i c h ass i gns 
women and non-white peoples to the side of nature , 
wh i ch mus t then be conquered by Whi te M a n . Th is 
technology, therefore, "cannot cleum to be neut ra l ; 
nor is it free from the sexist, racist aind u l t imate ly 
fascist biases in our societies." B o t h Mies and Sh i va 
address the controversial i ssues of popula t ion and 
r e p r o d u c t i o n i n " S u b s i s t e n c e : F r e e d o m v e r s u s 
Liberedization," the s ix th chapter of Ecofeminism. In 
a jo int ly authored article, they offer a new concept 
of ecology of reproduct ion , one that chal lenges those 
f e m i n i s t s "who p u t e m p h a s e s on ly on w o m e n ' s 
ind i v idua l reproduct ive r ights , w i thout demand ing 
c h a n g e s i n the o v e r a l l p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
s t r u c t u r e s of t h e p r e s e n t w o r l d ( d i s j o r d e r . * 
"Popu la t i on growth," they emphasize , is not a cause 
of the env i ronmenta l cr is is but only one aspect of it , 
and " b o t h are re la ted to resource cdienat ion Eind 
dest ruct ion of l ive l ihoods, first by co lon ia l i sm eind 
t h e n c o n t i n u e d by N o r t h e r n - i m p o s e d mode l s of 
maldeve lopment . " 

Towards the latter pa i t of the ir book, Sh i va and 
M i e s take u p the ques t i on f reedom for t rade or 
freedom for survived, and the issue of the pern ic ious 
effect of the Genera l Agreement on Tariff and Trade 
(GATT) on agr icul ture aind Th i rd Wor l d women. Sh i va 
m a i n t a i n s t h a t ' free t r a d e ' i n a g r i c u l t u r e a s 
interpreted by GATT gives transnationed corporat ions 
(TNCs) freedom to invest, produce and trade w i thout 
restr ict ion, amount to "the denia l of freedom to ru ra l 
w o m e n to p r o d u c e , p r o c e s s a n d c o n s u m e food 
according to the local env i ronmenta l , economic and 
cultured needs." 

F ina l ly , M ies conc ludes w i th a cal l to adopt an 
al ternat ive to "the p reva i l ing m o d e l of cap i ta l i s t -
patr iarcha l development. She offers the subsistence 
or surv iva l perspective w h i c h can show people "the 
way out of the many impasses of [the] destructive 
system cadled indus t r i a l society, market economy or 
capi ta l is t pa t r ia rchy . " The main chau-acteristics of 
the p r o p o s e d s u b s i s t e n c e p e r s p e c t i v e a re 
summar i z ed in n ine asser t ions/paragraphs w h i c h 
are based on the f irm convict ion "that we live i n a 
l i m i t e d w o r l d , [ and t h a t s u s t a i n a b i l i t y i s no t 
compat ib l e w i t h the ex i s t ing prof i t- a n d g rowth-
oriented development parad igm. " 

M i e s a n d S h i v a are to be c o m m e n d e d for a 
t ime ly , we l l - r esearched , pass ionate l y a rgued a n d 
deeply chal lenging cadi for a pro found metenoia. 

Helen Graham is an American Maryknoll nun 
based in the Philippines, where she is active in the 
peace movement and the circle of feminist theologians. 
She wrote her review of Maria Mies and Vandana 
Shiva's book after turning in her PhD dissertation, and 
just before taking off for a long deserved break. 
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VIDEO COLLECTION 

Satya: a Prayer for the 
Enemy 
Di r e c t ed by E l l e n B r u n o , 
1993 
28 minutes, color 
USA, Engl ish language 

Since the Chinese invasion 
of Tibet in 1950, more than 
one million people have been 
tortured, executed or starved 
to death for demonstrating 
against the Chinese occupa­
tion. Tibetan Buddhist nuns 
have taken the lead i n the 
r e s i s t ance by f ea r l e ss l y 
staging courageous demons­
trations for religious freedom 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e . In 
retaliation, the Chinese state 
has imprisoned, tortured and 
killed countless nuns. 

Satya seeks to understand 
the basis £ind inspiration for 
the nuns ' non-violent actions 
i n t h e i r s t rugg l e a ga ins t 
oppressive Chinese policies. 

The J o u r n e y of the 
Women of Pakistan 
Produced by The H immat 
Society 
60 minutes, color 
Pakistan, Engl ish language 

This film looks at the role 
women played in the history 
of Pakistan beginning with its 
liberation from its colonizers. 
It t races the a c c o m p l i s h ­
ments of Pak i s tan i women 
and the points of resistance 
from l i b e r a t i o n u n t i l the 
p r e s en t . F o c u s t h e m e s 
inc lude c u l t u r a l bondage, 
political repression, oppressive 
re l ig ious prac t i ces , a n d 
economic exploitation. 

Grabbing that Thread: One 
Day with Safari 
Produced by Ka lyanamitra 
5 minutes, color 
Indonesia, Eng l ish language 

S t ruc tured l ike a qu ick 
tour of Indonesia's var ious 

regions. Grabbing the Thread 
tells the situation of women 
i n t h i s S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 
nation by highlighting the life 
and struggles of one woman 
from each region. 

Charlotte's Story 
P r o d u c e d by the S o u t h 
Pacific Commission Regional 
Media Center 
20 minutes, color 
Fiji, Engl ish language 

Charlotte Frankovich is a 
Samoan mother who lost her 
son to AIDS. In a frank and 
m o v i n g i n t e r v i e w , she 
describes her son and the 
painful experience of losing 
h im to a virus that she never 
thought would touch her life. 
It was not easy for Charlotte 
to recount how she lost her 
boy Nikolai but she says "if 
tel l ing my story could help 
someone out there, then I 
would be so privileged to have 
had a chance to talk and tell 
people about wha t we've 
suffered." 

Like Any Other Lovers 
By Dale Hermanson 
p r o d u c e d by the S o u t h 
Pacific Commission, 1993 
53 minutes, color 

Vanuatu , Engl ish language 
Based on a play originally 

p e r f o r m e d by the Wan 
Smolbag Theater group, Like 
Any Other Lovers is a story 
about facing fear with love, 
courage and hope. It is about 
C h r i s a n d L inda , a young 
couple whose relationship is 
t h r e a t e n e d w h e n Chris 
l earns he is infected with 
HIV—the v i rus wh ich can 
lead to AIDS. Together, their 
love overcomes the prejudice 
and rejection of those around 
them. 

Neria 
Directed by Godwin Mawuru, 
1992 
103 minutes, color 
Zimbabwe, Engl ish language 

P a t r i c k a n d Neria, 
through shared hard work 
and resourcefulness, have 
built a comfortable home, a 
good life and a family in the 
city. But when their loving 
a n d e q u a l par tnersh ip 
suddenly ends with the tragic 
d ea th of P a t r i c k , Neria's 
nightmare begins. 

Patrick's brother Phineas 
helps h imse l f to their car, 
bank book, furni ture , and 
house. He takes advantage of 
t r a d i t i o n to su i t h i s own 
needs, mak ing no effort to 
take care of h i s brother's 
family. Yet Phineas claims 
that tradition and law are on 
his side. 

Neria watches helplessly 
at first, beUeving there is no 
legal or mora l recourse for 
her. Bu t when Phineas takes 
her chi ldren, Neria decides 
she m u s t f ight back . In 
d e s p e r a t i o n she seeks 
justice. Neria learns that law 
and tradition can both be on 
her side if she remains strong 
and intelligently fights for her 
rights. 
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Ang Babae Kapag Nag-iisa 
sa M a y n i l a (When a 
Woman is on Her Own in 
Manila) 
Directed by Avic Uagan, 1994 
8 minutes, B/W 
Philippines, Filipino language 

W h a t w o m a n h a s not 
uttered a silent prayer before 
stepping out into the streets, 
specially if she is going out 
on her own. Av ic l l a g a n 
threads together a sequence 
of typical events in a typical 
day of a young woman who 
works outside the home. The 
result : a dark ly humorous 
and biting commentary about 
l iving dangerously in the city 
—that is, if you are female, 
single and independent. 

Taboo Talk 
P r o d u c e d by the F a m i l y 
P l a n n i n g F e d e r a t i o n of 
Austra l ia , Inc. 
18 minutes, color 
S o u t h P a c i f i c , E n g l i s h 
language 

Young women and old, 
m a r r i e d a n d u n m a r r i e d , 
w o m e n from v i l l ages a n d 
cities speak with humor and 
s e n s i t i v i t y a b o u t t h e i r 
experiences. They speak of 
menstruat ion, western and 
tradit ional methods of family 
p lanning and sex education. 

Down There 
P r o d u c e d by the F a m i l y 
P l a n n i n g F e d e r a t i o n of 
Austral ia , Inc. 
23 minutes, color (animation) 
S o u t h P a c i f i c , E n g l i s h 
language 

An animated video, Down 
There also uses interviews 
with South Pacific women to 
provide in format ion about 
human reproduction, methods 
of contraception and reproduc­
tive health care. 

Rape by Any Name 
D i r e c t e d by A n g e l i q u e 
LaCoure and Wade Hanks , 
1990 
60 minutes, color 
USA, Engl ish language 

Rare l y r epo r t ed a n d 
difQcult to prosecute, acquain­
tance rape constitutes more 
than 60 percent of all rapes. 
This important video features 
candid interviews with rape 
surv ivors , counse lo rs a n d 
male a n d female col lege 
students. Boundaries between 
consensual coercive sex are 
drawn by three date rape 
survivors whose testimonies 
contrast with a male defense 
attorney 's jus t i f i ca t i on of 
"casual" versus "absolute" rape. 
Male socialization, lack of legal 
recognition and the victim's 
assumed culpability perpetuate 
the dangerous and erroneous 
ideathat "no" means "yes." An 
exce l l en t r e source a n d 
discussion starter to educate 
s t u d e n t s — b o t h male a n d 
female—about this pervasive 
problem on campuses. 

Sandra's Garden: Women 
and Incest 
Directed by Bonnie Dickie , 
1991 
34 minutes, color 
Canada, Engl ish language 

The struggle to cope with 
the t rauma of incest is faced 
by m a n y v i c t i m s a l one . 
Sandra was sexually abused 
by her father as a chi ld and 
is now in a loving relationship 
with a woman. This moving 
and empowering video tells 
the story of one woman who 
found the courage to speak 
a b o u t h e r e x p e r i e n c e of 
incest and in doing so began 
to overcome the fear, guilt 
and denial that had shaped 
her life. Sandra's Garden 

conveys the sense of 
wholeness Sandra has found 
through both the l and on 
w h i c h she l i v es a n d the 
support of the women in her 
community. 

Five Out of Five 
directed by Ayoka Chenzira, 
1987 
7 minutes, color 
USA, Engl ish language 

T h i s rock m u s i c video 
features the New York Women 
Against Rape's Act ing Out 
Teen Theatre in an engaging 
yet serious look at the problem 
of child and teen sexual abuse. 
By using the popular media 
form of music video to address 
difficult and painful issues, 
young people can relate easily 
to the material . The video 
add r e s s e s the fear a n d 
i s o l a t i o n expe r i enced by 
survivors. Teens talk about 
real experiences with sexual 
assault, as well as underlying 
themes of sexual role stereo-
tj^es and abuse of power. The 
video also includes informa­
tion about what to do if a child 
is assaulted. / 
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My name is 
Kaisa Ligaya 
Soto Sol Cruz. 

And this is my 
story about... 

GROwing Up »N lh£ ̂ h\hippmC 
Kaisa i n F i l i p i n o m e e i n s " t o b e 

o n e w i t h . " M y p a r e n t s s c u d t h a t K a i s a i s a l s o a 

F i n n i s h w o r d f o r " v i c t o i y . " L i g a y a i s " j o y . " E v e r y o n e 

t h o u g h c a l l s m e K . L . o r s i m p l y , K . 

I t u r n e d 1 1 l a s t J u l y a n d 1 a m i n f i f t h g r a d e . I ' m 

k i n d o f smEi l l f o r m y Eige. T o d a y i s a w e e k e n d s o I ' m 

i n m y g r a n d f a t h e r ' s h o u s e i n P a r a n a q u e . T h a t i s 

w h e r e m y f a t h e r l i v e s , b e c a u s e i t ' s c l o s e r t o w h e r e 

h e w o r k s . H e i s a c o m p u t e r a n a l y s t . M y tito X C , 

tita G a t e , S u s a n , a n d m y g r a n d p s i r e n t s , Lolo T a t a y 

a n d Lola N a n a y also l i v e t h e r e . 

O n s c h o o l d a y s , 1 w a k e u p a t 6 : 0 0 a . m . 1 u s u a l l y 

w e a r a s h i r t a n d a p e i i r o f s h o r t s s i n c e j e a n s Eire n o t 

a l l o w e d i n s c h o o l i f t h e r e i s p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n c l a s s . 

A s c h o o l b u s p i c k s m e u p a t h o m e e i n d d r i v e s m e t o 

s c h o o l . I g o t o a s c h o o l c a l l e d C o m m u n i t y o f 

L e a r n e r s . M y c l a s s e s b e g i n a t 8 : 0 0 a . m . a n d e n d a t 

4 : 0 0 p . m . A f t e r c l a s s e s , t h e s c h o o l b u s t a k e s m e t o 

m y m o t h e r ' s o f f i c e . S h e i s w i t h I s i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l -

M a n i l a . S i n c e h e r o f f i c e i s n e a r o u r h o u s e , my 

m o t h e r a n d I w a l k h o m e t o g e t h e r . O f t e n t i m e s , we 

s t o p b y a b a k e i y a l o n g t h e w a y t o b u y b r e a d and 

c h o c o l a t e m o u s s e w h i c h i s m y f a v o r i t e T h i s i s how 

a t y p i c a l d a y f o r m e g o e s . 

I n m y c l a s s , t h e g i r l s a i e m o r e " r e a s o n a b l e " than 

t h e b o y s . F o r e x a m p l e , i f t h e g i r l s t a l k n i c e l y and 

a r e a l w a y s n i c e t o b o y s , t h e y w i l l t e a s e t h e g i r l tc 

t h e b o y w h o m s h e ' s n i c e t o . S o o u r t e a c h e r s aie 

k i n d o f h a v i n g a h a r d t i m e w i t h u s b e c a u s e w e aie 

t o o n o i s y . 

1 l i k e i t w h e n w e w r i t e s t o r i e s i n c l a s s . 1 th ink 

i t ' s r e a l l y n e a t . I p l a n t o b e a w r i t e r w h e n I g r o w up 

O r m a y b e a c o m p u t e r a n a l y s t . 1 a d o r e L o u i s a May 

A l c o t t , t h e a u t h o r o f Little Women b e c a u s e s h e wri tes 

g o o d b o o k s . I a l s o l i k e t o r e a d , e s p e c i a l l y h o n o r 

a n d m y s t e r y s t o r i e s . I ' m n o w r e a d i n g s o m e c l a s s i c s 

t h o u g h I ' m n o t r e a l l y t h e c l a s s i c t y p e . S o m e o f these 

b o o k s a r e r e a l l y g o o d . A s i d e f r o m r e a d i n g and 
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wri t ing , I also cross-st i tch. My mother taught me 
how. She has done m a n y beaut i fu l c ross - s t i t ch 
patterns on cloth. 

If I liken myself to anything, I 
think I would say that I am like 
the sea. The sea has many things i n i t—color ful , 
a nd big, and smal l . L ike the sea, there are also many 
th ings going on i n m y head even though I can be 
quiet. I have different moods, and sometimes l ike 
the sea also, y o u cannot predict my moods. 

M y m o t h e r a n d I hav e a s p e c i a l k i n d of 
re la t ionship . We are fr iends, a l though somet imes 
we also fight. M y mother is k i n d of my "enemy" when 
it comes to food. She reejly l ikes tofu, veggy meat, 
spices, IteJian seasoning, vegetables, and anyth ing 
that is healthy. I'm actual ly the opposite. B u t I also 
eat her k i n d of food a l though I don't really l ike them. 

We gilso don't agree about my heiir. My mother 
weints to cut my ha i r short because she says I look 

m u c h better when its cut. B u t I want to grow it long 
and breiid it and do anyth ing I can w i th it. 

There are many great men and women from my 
country 's past. B u t the one I admire most is Gabr ie la 
Sileing who fought for jus t i ce dur ing the 1700s, a 
t ime when the Ph i l ipp ines was a colony of Spain. 
Gabr i e l a S i lang was a brave w o m a n who loved the 
people and suffered many hardsh ips . 

I th ink it wou ld be neat to visit some other place 
l ike London in Eng land . I wou ld l ike to learn more 
about the i r past and c u l t u r e , because they are 
countr ies far away from where I live. There are only 
two s easons i n the P h i l i p p i n e s — t h e wet, reiiny 
season and the dry, hot season. I want to experience 
al l the four seasons of other countr ies , but I would 
not want to live there. The Phi l ipp ines is my only 
c o u n t r y . ^ 

K.L. Soto Sol Cruz will be, as this piece proves, a writer 
whom her entire family will be proud of. 
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POETRY 

SO WHO IS THIS GUY?: A Mother's commitment 
by Raihanah Mohamad M y d i n 

so, who is this guy 
you've found for her? 

does he know anything about her? 
what she look like? 
how much she make? 
how hot tempered she can be? 
how stubborn she is? 

does he care? 

so, who is this fellow? 
you've asked her to meet? 

who thinks he can take up 
the responsibility 
of a wife and later a family, 
just maybe? 

so, who is this joker? 
you want-her to see? 

w h o m she's later expected to attend to 
hand and foot 
day and night 

for the rest of her l iving years? 

ah! so this is "he" 
who i doubt know how to make 

a decent cup of tea, 
and household chores 

never in his vocabulary, 
and she's to say yes to 

and let thing$ be? 

August 1993 

Raihanah Mohamad M y d i n was bo m in Penang, Malaysia on 25 June 1970. She has a degree in 
education and is currently teaching at the National University of Malaysia. 
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FACING-WATCHING-LEAVING: A Daughter's commitment 
by Raihanah Mohamad M y d i n 

Facing this place 
Watching all that's familiar pass by 
The ghost of past haunts her still. 

What has become of that 
Unreliable kid? She asks. 
Whatever happened to that 
Dark, skinny thing? He wanders. 
She's gotten through university! 
Really? They exclaim. 

N o w 
The same individuals 
Are set for her to marry 
The assortment of jewelries neatly tucked in the cupboard. 
The potential candidate 
Nicely groomed for the parade. 
The sighs of relief 
Wanting to be set free — 
A l l waiting for the simple answer — 
Yes! 

Is she ready to accept the challenge? 
Has she now become anymore reliable, 

appealing 
and intelligent? 

Have they 
Ever mattered? 

Was given a ring 
Upon turning sixteen 
By the family. 
Has had it on these years 
Even when those knobbly fingers 
Grew fatter. 

N o w 
Her old one's to be replaced 
By a new... 

There was a time when 
She allowed them 
To get under her skin. 
Off late, it's becoming a rarity. 
She knows it 
A n d so does he. 
They do too. 

Disappointed, She expects. 

But now 
A s the ring doesn't fit the finger 
A n d the new one doesn't appeal either, 
For once 
She's prepared to 
Not try to 
Put it on anymore. 
But 
Simply to walk away to 
Find her own. 

3 September 1995 
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Often, we have been told that the youth 
shall be the final measure of our 
effectiveness as advocates of change. So, 
Women in Action conducted an informal 
poll of male and female youths in Fiji and 
the Philippines to see if their ideas of gender 
relations are changing in any way. The 
answers that we got made us wonder, some 
stopped us in our tracks, some brought 
laughter, and some gave hope. 

to ta l of 48 male a n d female r espondents f rom F i j i a n d the Ph i l i pp ines , whose ages 
ranged from 14 to 20 years o ld , answered Women in Action ' s ques t i ons o n gender 
re lat ions. 

The majority of the respondents for both countr ies were gir ls (67 percent). They 
made u p 75 percent of the F i l ip ino sample a n d 60 percent of the Fi j ian sample. 

S ix ty-e ight percent of the F i j i an r espondents are s tudents . The r e m a i n i n g 32 
percent gave no in f o rmat i on about wha t they do. O n the other h a n d , 70 percent of 
the F i l ip ino respondents are s tudents i n secondary , college a n d voca t i ona l schools. 
Only five percent of the Fil ipino respondents, all of whom are male, are employed . The 
u n e m p l o y e d (10 percent ) are a l l female. F i f teen percent of the r espondents gave no 
in format ion . 
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Forty-six percent of the 
Fijian respondents listed their 
mothers' o c c u p a t i o n s as 
"housewives" or h a v i n g 
domestic duties. The mothers 
of the remaining 44 percent are 
"gainfully" employed : 21 
percent as p r o f e s s i ona l s 
(teachers, nurses); 14 percent 
in supervisory positions; seven 
percent as r a n k a n d file 
employees (secretaries, clerks); 
and two percent as sk i l l ed 
workers. 

Regarding their fathers's 
occupations, on ly seven 
percent of the respondents 
said that their fathers had no 
occupation, most of whom are 
in retirement. The majority (89 
percent) have fathers who are 
fully employed. Most of those 
who have work are engaged in 
a profession (53 percent ) . 
Some have supervisory func­
tions, are i n business or are 
self-employed, some are i n 
sales and other occupations. 

For the Filipino sample, 45 
percent of the respondents ' 
mothers are employed—30 
percent have mothers holding 
professional jobs, 15 percent 
have mothers who are skilled 
workers, and five percent have 
mothers work ing overseas. 
Recognizing their mothers ' 
reproductive roles as work, a 
quarter of the Filipino respon­
dents said their mothers are 
full-time "housewives" when 
asked about their mothers ' 
occupation. But 15 percent 
answered that their mothers 
were not working. Ten percent 
of the respondents gave no 
data. 

Only 15 percent of the 
Filipino fathers are unem­
ployed; two percent said their 
fathers were retired. On the 
other hand, 25 percent of the 
fathers are i n business, 25 
percent are skilled workers, 10 

percent are r a n k and file 
employees and five percent are 
in supervisory positions. Of 
the remaining 20 percent, 10 
percent were deceased. Ten 
percent of the respondents 
gave no answer. 

Majority (80 percent) of the 
F i l i p i n o r e sponden t s are 
Catholics, five percent were 
bom-again Christians, while 
15 percent p rov ided no 
information as to their religion. 
The religious affiliations of the 
F i j i a n r e sponden t s are 
Hinduism (39 percent), Roman 
C a t h o l i c (32 percent ) , 
Methodist (21 percent), and 
Islam (3 percent). 

GENDER RELATIONS 
In Fiji, a slight majority (60 

percent) of the respondents 
have partners (boyfriends/ 
girlfriends). There was an 
equal percentage of girls with 
and without partners 
(47 percent). Compared 
to the male sample, 82 
percent are w i t h 
partners and only nine 
percent are without. 
Nine percent of the 
males and five percent 
of the females gave no 
answer. 

Among the Filipino 
respondents: girls with 
partners equaled those 
without (40 percent) 
and the percentage of 
boys with partners (45 
percent) was on ly 
s l ight ly higher that 
those w i t h o u t (40 
percent). 

romantic. Sixty percent want 
a partner who is good-looking, 
handsome, tal l , presentable 
and we l l dressed whi le 53 
percent want a partner who is 
vmderstanding. Moreover, they 
want partners that are: caring 
a n d l ov ing (20 percent ) , 
responsible and hardworking 
(27 percent ) , hones t (20 
percent ) , i n t e l l i g en t or 
educated (20 percent), with a 
sense of humor (20 percent), 
and friendly (20 percent). 
The following qualities are 
also desirable: be ing a 
gen t l eman , s i m p l i c i t y , 
resourcefulness, steadfast­
ness , and recogn i z ing 
women as their equal. 

The Fijian girls gave 
a more var ied l i s t of 
desirable qualit ies they 
looked for i n boys. Only 47 
percent want a phys i ca l l y 
attractive partner. They also 

Table 1 
Qualities you look for in a boyfriend 

(Female Respondents) 

' Qualities Philippines Fiji 

Physically attractive 9 8 

Thoughtful/Sweet/Romantic 12 

Understanding 8 6 

CaringA-oving 3 7 

Table 2 
Qualities you look for in a girlfriend 

(Male Respondents) 

DESIRABLE QUAUTIES 
Among the female 

Filipino respondents, 
80 percent favored a 
pa r tne r who i s 
thoughtful, sweet and 

Qualities Philippines Fiji 

Physically Attractive 4 4 

Understanding 4 4 

Caring/Loving 1 5 

Intelligent/Educated 2 2 
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wanted par tners to be: car ing 
a n d l o v i n g (41 p e r c e n t ) , 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g (35 percent ) , 
r espons ib le a n d h a r d w o r k i n g 
(29 percent), sensit ive, suppor­
tive a n d respect fu l of women 's 
needs (29 percent), honest (24 
percent), w i th a sense of humor 
(24 percent), fa i thful a n d loya l 
(18 percent ) , express ive a n d 
open about the i r feelings (12 
percent), f r iendly (12 percent), 
a n d intel l igent or educated (12 
percent). They also ment i oned 
b e i n g m o d e r n , 
t h e a b i l i t y to 
sha r e , coopera ­
t i on , fear of G o d , 
t rus twor th iness , 
a n d h a v i n g a 
" n i c e p e r s o n a ­
l i ty" as qua l i t i es 
they look for i n a 
partner . 

O f t h e f ive 
F i l i p i n o m a l e s , 
only one d id not 
ment ion phys ica l 
attract iveness as 
a n i m p o r t a n t 
q u a l i t y o f a n 
i d e a l p a r t n e r . B e a u t y (80 
percent) was the n u m b e r one 
qual i ty l ooked for by F i l i p ino 
males . Not only s h o u l d a g i r l 
be b e a u t i f u l , s h e s h o u l d 
equal ly be u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d 
k i n d (80 percent) . O n l y 40 
p e r c e n t s a i d they are a lso 

a t t r a c t e d by a 
w o m a n ' s i n t e l l i -
g e n c e . O t h e r 
favorable qualit ies 

^ i n c l u d e : t h e 
^^^W abi l i ty to c o m m u -

/ nicate, neatness , 
h u m i l i t y , b e i n g 

^^^^r car ing a n d loving, 

i n d u s t r y e s p e -
cially i n the home, 

^Kbl^^^ unpossessiveness, 
^ # and inner beauty. 
1 f T h e F i j i a n 

^ ^ ^ • ^ 4^^^ ma l e teenagers . 

s im i l a r to the F i j i an females, 
l o o k for a w i d e r r a n g e of 
desirable qual i t ies . F i r s t i n 
the ir l is t was a partner 's be ing 
car ing a n d lov ing (45 percent). 
They a lso l i ke g i r l s who are 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g (36 percent ) , 
who are phys i ca l l y attractive 
(36 p e r c e n t ) , o u t g o i n g (18 
p e r c e n t ) , i n t e l l i g e n t (18 
percent), a n d able to provide 
g o o d c o m p a n i o n s h i p (18 
percent). The males sa id they 
also l ike g i r ls who are funny . 

Table 3 
Is Virginity Important? 

PHILIPPINES FIJI 

Male Female Male Female 

Yes 1 12 10 16 

No 3 3 

Others 1 1 

No answer 1 

Total 5 15 I f 17 

who are C h r i s t i a n , f a i th fu l , 
c o m m u n i c a t i v e , " g o o d , " 
jea lous, who respect the male's 
w i shes a n d who do not d r ink . 

VIRGINITY IS TOPS 
B o t h m a l e a n d f e m a l e 

respondents from Fi j i put a lot 
o f p r e m i u m i n v i r g i n i t y . 
N ine ty - t vvo p e r c e n t o f t h e 
Fi j ian respondents repl ied that 
v irg ini ty i s impor tant for many 
reasons. One , v i rg in i ty i s best 
shared only w i th someone you 
really love, and th is means the 
spouse. Two, virginity i s a s ign 
of p u r i t y , d i gn i t y , r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i ty , respect a n d s incer i ty . 
T h r e e , a n o n - v i r g i n i s 
unacceptab le i n the i r re l ig ion 
a n d c u l t u r e . A n d f o u r , 
because they want to avoid 
potent ia l prob lems of sexua l l y 

t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s and 
un in t ended pregnancies. 

B u t the th ing to remember 
h e r e a re the r e a s o n s for 
v i r g in i t y ' s impor tance . It is 
wor thwh i l e to remember too 
that female respondents valued 
the i r v i r g in i t y because they 
in t end to share th is only with 
the one they truly love whom 
they assume i s their spouse. 
The male respondents, on the 
o the r h a n d , emphas i z ed a 
woman's pur i ty as their main 

reason for valuing 
virginity. 

W h e n it comes 
to t h e F i l ip ino 
sample , it was the 
b o y s w h o mani­
fested a nontradi-
t i ona l outlook on 
v i r g i n i t y . Sixty 
percent of the male 
r e s p o n d e n t s be­
lieved that virginity 
is not important 
The one respon­
dent who beUeves 
virginity to be still 
i m p o r t a n t gave 

r e l i g i o n a n d c u l t u r e as his 
reasons. 

A s for the female sample, 
on ly 20 percent sa id virginity 
i s no longer impor tant while 
the m a j o r i t y s t i l l value 
v i rg in i ty because they look at 
it as the best gift they can give 
the i r future h u s b a n d s . 

O N L Y FOR BOYS, ONLY FOR 

GIRLS 
F o r b o t h F i j i a n d the 

P h i l i p p i n e s , a greater 
p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e female 
r espondents (Fiji, 53 percent; 
Phi l ippines, 46 percent) believe 
that e i ther sex s h o u l d not be 
b a r r e d f rom d o i n g activities 
t rad i t iona l ly s een as men's or 
women 's jobs . 

B u t those who believe that 
there are activities only for boys 
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Male and female respondents 
from Fiji both placed a lot of 

premium on virginity. 

cited the following as the boys's 
domain: (answers from the 
Philippines) being gentlemanly, 
being responsible and intelli­
gent, baske tba l l , d r i nk ing , 
pornographic magazines, and 
respect for women, (answers 
from Fiji) fixing a leaking faucet 
or broken furniture, being in the 
army, and being altar boys and 
priests. 

The Filipino male respon­
dents are a lmos t equa l l y 
divided i n their op in ion on 
stereotyping of ac t i v i t i e s 
according to sexes: 60 percent 
believe that boys and gir ls 
should be able to engage in any 
avtivity they want while 40 
percent believe otherwise . 
Those who believe otherwise 
described the following to be 
solely boys ' s a c t i v i t i e s : 
priesthood, m a s t u r b a t i o n , 
smoking and dr ink ing , and 
courting women. 

In Fiji, although 72 percent 
of the boys said that there are 
activities only for boys, only 54 
percent said that there are „ 
activities that are only for girls. 
Roughly, this can be taken to 
mean that the boys in the poU 
still believe that girls wiU have 
a difficulty doing activities that 
are traditionally for boys. But 
boys will have an easier time 
adjusting to activities that are 
traditionally done by girls. 

Those who agreed to the a 
stereotyping of activities said 
that the protection of women, 
the cutt ing down of trees, 

military work and hard labor 
were solely for boys. 

Be ing reserved a r o u n d 
boys, being understanding of 
the male's problems, domestic 
work, childbirth (and perhaps 
ch i ldrear ing ) and m e n t a l 
activities were activities and 
characteristics for girls. 

It is interesting to note that 
even those who said that work 
should be shared between the 
sexes and that ac t i v i t i es 
should not be stereotyped, 
said hard work should be done 
only by the male sex and that 
it is a man's role to protect a 
woman. 

WOMEN COURTING MEN 
When it comes to women 

courting men, 60 percent of the 
Filipino respondents beUeved 
that t h i s behav ior is 
unacceptable (girls, 46 percent; 
boys, 100 percent ) . The 
respondents think that women 
who court men are cheap, lack 

ethics and are going against 
tradition. 

On the contrary, majority 
of the respondents from Fiji (75 
percent) have no problem with 
the idea. Instead, they look at 
it as a sign of gender equality— 
a recognit ion of a woman's 
r i ght to p u r s u e what she 
wants. A mere 11 percent of 
the total Fij ian respondents 
found the idea unacceptable 
and all of them were boys. 

It was also interesting to 
note how some girls from both 
countries gave a conditional 
response to the q u e s t i o n 
(PhiUppines, 20 percent; Fiji, 
24 percent). They said that 
only i n certain situations is it 
acceptable for women to court 
men: when the man is too shy 
to make the first move or when 
the man approves of the idea. 

HOMOSEXUALITY 
Half of the total number of 

r e sponden ts from bo th 

Table 4 
What do you think of women courting men? 

PHILIPPINES FIJI 
Male Female Male Female 

Agree 5 8 13 
Disagree 5 7 3 
Depends 3 4 
No answer 
Total 5 15 11 17 
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Tables 
Is marriage important? 

PHIUPRNES FIJI 
Maie Female Mate Female 

Yes 5 14 6 12 

No 1 1 3 

others 3 2 

No answer (don't know) 1 

Total 5 15 11 17 

c o u n t r i e s d i s a p p r o v e o f 
homosex ua l r e la t i onsh ips a n d 
i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s , the boys 
were the majority of those who 
w h o f o u n d h o m o s e x u a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s to be w r o n g . 
They f ound h o m o s e x u a l re la ­
t i onsh ips immora l , u n n a t u r a l , 
a n d aga inst the t each ings of 
the i r c h u r c h . 

O n the other h a n d , there 
was a lmost a n equa l n u m b e r 
of female r espondents i n bo th 
c o u n t r i e s w h o f i n d h o m o ­
sexual i ty acceptable. 

B o y s a n d g i r l s who f i nd 
h o m o s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
a c c e p t a b l e b e l i e v e t h a t 
homosexua l s have the r ight to 
engage i n no rma l re lat ionships 
l ike any other h u m a n be ing. 

O n the o ther h a n d , 10 
percent of the total 

r e s p o n d e n t s (15 
p e r c e n t of the 
F i l i p i n o 
respondents and 

12 percent of the 
Fi j ian respondents) 

sa id that a l though 
t h e y are 

p e r s o n a l l y 
a g a i n s t 
h o m o s e x u a l 
relationships, 
they be l ieve 
t h a t soc i e t y 
s h o u l d 
respec t a n d 

accep t those w h o dec ide to 
engage i n s u c h re lat ionships. 

O N MARRIAGE 
Majority of the respondents 

f rom b o t h c o u n t r i e s (Ph i l ip ­
p i n e s , 9 5 p e r c e n t ; F i j i , 6 4 
percent) believe that marriage i s 
important. Among the F i l ip ino 
respondents, only one female 
a n s w e r e d to the con t ra ry . 
Meanwhi le , only 14 percent of 
the Fi j ian respondents said that 
it i s not important, whi le 18 
percent sa id that, at th is point 
i n their life, marriage is not yet 
important. The 18 percent sa id 
t h a t s t a y i n g s i n g l e i s a n 
alternate opt ion to marriage. 

A s to g e n d e r r o l e s i n 
marr iage, the F i l i p ino respon­
den t s , c i t e d c a r i n g for the 
h u s b a n d a n d c h i l d r e n (60 
p e r c e n t ) , m a n a g i n g t h e 
h o u s e h o l d (20 pe r cen t—a l l of 
w h o m are g i r l s ) , a n d b e i n g 
respons ib le for the emot iona l , 
p h y s i c a l , s o c i a l a n d m o r a l 
(values) weU-beingof the family 
(10 pe rcen t—a l l of w h o m were 
boys) were the most commonly 
c i t e d r o l e s for w o m e n i n 
marriage. However, 15 percent 
of the respondents sa i d that a 
w o m a n ' s r o l e i n m a r r i a g e 
s h o u l d no t be any di f ferent 
f rom that of a man 's . 

In F i j i , the top answer for 
women 's roles i n marriage was 

s im i l a r to that of the i r Filipino 
c o u n t e r p a r t : c a r i n g for the 
h u s b a n d a n d c h i l d r e n (46 
p e r c e n t ) . T h e o t h e r roles 
ment i oned were those that fall 
u n d e r t rad i t i ona l female roles: 
manag ing the househo ld (18 
p e r c e n t ) , a n d p r o v i d i n g 
suppor t (emotional , spiritual, 
etc..) to the family (11 percent). 
A n d , s imi lar to the Philippines, 
25 percent of the respondents 
(mostly girls) s a i d that there is 
n o d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n a 
woman ' s a n d a man ' s role in 
m a r r i a g e . M o r e o v e r , non-
trad i t i ona l ro les s u c h as being 
the prov ider for the family (14 
percent) a n d do ing anything 
she wan t s to do (11 percent) 
were also ment i oned as female 
ro les i n marr iage. 

A s for the m a r r i e d man, 
t h e F i l i p i n o r e s p o n d e n t s 
expected h i m to be the provider 
for the family (50 percent) and 
to care for h i s wife and children 
(50 percent) . O n l y 18 percent 
sa id that there s h o u l d be no 
difference between the roles of 
m e n a n d w o m e n i n marriage. 
The r e sponden ts also said a 
mar r i ed m a n s h o u l d respect 
and support h i s wife, make the 
d e c i s i o n s i n t h e fami ly , 
d isc ip l ine the ch i ld ren , and be 
unde r s t and ing a n d loyal . 

T h e F i j i r e s p o n d e n t s , 
m e a n w h i l e , s a i d a man ' s 
p r i m a r y ro le i n marr iage is 
car ing for h i s wife and children 
(61 percent), followed by being 
t h e f a m i l y ' s p r o v i d e r (32 
percent). Twenty-five percent of 
the r e s p o n d e n t s s a i d men 
s h o u l d have a s imi la r role to 
women. E leven percent of the 
respondents (all of w h o m were 
girls) m e n t i o n e d the role of 
be ing protector of the family as 
a man ' s role i n marriage. 
(The total number of responses 
made by the respondents is 
greater than the total number of 
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Respondents said women 
who court men are cheap, 

lack ethics and are going 
against tradition. 

respondents since the 
respondents gave multiple 
responses.) 

CHANGING ROLES 
A l l of those po l l ed i n F i j i 

a n d 70 percent of the r espon­
d e n t s f r om the P h i l i p p i n e s 
believe that roles between m e n 
a n d w o m e n a r e c h a n g i n g . 
H o w e v e r , a s o l e f e m a l e 
r e sponden t (Fi l ipino) be l ieved 
t h a t a s l o n g a s m e n do no t 
accept w o m e n as equals , there 
s t iU win no t be any change i n 
ro les be tween the two sexes. 

A c c o r d i n g to the F i l i p i no 
respondents, the changing roles 
are mani fested ma in l y th rough 
the chang ing roles of women i n 
the family. Nowadays, there are 
more women-headed households 
as more and more women are 
b e t t e r e d u c a t e d a n d w o r k 
outside the home 
wh i l e the i r h u s ­
bands care for the 
ch i ld ren at home. 

T h e F i j i a n 
respondents cited 
o ther f ac to rs to 
account for these 
c h a n g i n g r o l e s . 
Fifty-four percent 
of the male res­
ponden t s a n d 36 
p e r c e n t o f t h e 
f ema l e r e s p o n ­
den ts a t t r i bu ted 

the s h i f t i n g i n r o l e s to the 
inc reas ing n u m b e r of d ivorced 
cases i n the count ry , a n d the 
coup l e s ' inab i l i t y to cope w i t h 
the " chang ing Ufestyles." They 
sa id that u n l i k e before, w o m e n 
are now head ing the family and 
a r e b e i n g i n d e p e n d e n t , 
wo rk ing a n d prov id ing for the 
family wh i l e the m e n stay at 
h o m e to t a k e c a r e o f t h e 
ch i l d r en , share i n the house ­
h o l d work , a n d l i s t en to the i r 
wives because changes i n the 
fami ly s t r u c t u r e , they s a i d , 
r e su l t ed i n w o m e n t a k i n g o n 
t rad i t i ona l l y male ro les a n d 
m e n engaging i n wha t u s e d to 
be t rad i t i ona l l y female ro les . 
(Responses for this item were 
multiple, therefore the total 
number of responses are greater 
than the total sample.)} 

Ma. Christine Bantug is a graduate 
of Psychology from the University 
of the Philippines. She is currently 
a Program Associate of Harnessing 
Self-Reliant Initiatives and 
Knowledge or HASIK. 

With poll reports from Joyce E. 
Sierra for the Philippines and from 
Shamima AH for Fiji. 

Table 6 
Roles Changing? 

PHILIPPINES FIJI 
Male Female Male Female 

Yes 3 11 11 17 

No 1 1 

Depends 2 

No answer 1 2 

Total 5 15 11 17 
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OING 
EYONDTHE 

ERSONAL 
by Malu S. Marin 

A respected feminist looks closely at lesbian activism 
and the women's movement in the Philippines. 

L e sb i an a c t i v i sm i n 
the Ph i l ipp ines grew 
out of the women's 
movement . In the 
1980s , w h e n femi­
n i s m was not yet a 
b u z z w o r d a m o n g 
w o m e n a c t i v i s t s , 

there were a hand fu l of w o m e n who 
began the j o u r n e y of d i s cove r ing 
themselves and their sexua l feelings 
towards other women. The atmo­
sphere was not very conducive for 
coming out. Init ial react ions faced 
by lesbiEins i n the women's move­
ment ranged from avers ion to i n ­
tense curiosity, from m i l d shock to 
voyeurist ic interest. Some organi­
zations, cognizant that l e sb i an i sm 
was an issue that went beyond the 
persona l , c onduc t ed i n t e rna l d is ­
cuss ions and sheunngs. In genereJ, 
the re were no e x i s t i n g s u p p o r t 
mechan isms. Lesb ian i sm was not 
cons idered a w o m a n ' s i s su e , no r 
w a s it r e f l e c t ed i n the o v e r - a l l 
women's agenda. 

BRIEF HISTORY 
Init ial at tempts to organize les­

b ians began at the onset of the de­
cade of the "905. Encouraged per­
haps by events happen ing globeilly 
and locally, women activists started 

gett ing exposed to lesbicin i s sues 
and to the phys i ca l presence of les­
b ian feminists. These events served 
as precursors to the b lossoming of 
l esb ian act iv ism. 

One s u c h event was the Sister­
hood is G l o b a l Dieilogues he ld i n 
1988. The d ia logues on sexua l i t y 
was one of the first women-only dis-
c u s s i o n s a n d t h i s i n i t i a t i v e 
p r o m p t e d one of the o rgan i ze r ' s 
funders, a b ig Man i la -based for­
eign funding agency, to w i thho ld an 
approved grcint and demand an ex-
plcination to compleiints that the 
o r g a n i z e r s w e r e p r o m o t i n g 
" exc lus i v i sm and l e sb ian ism. " 

In 1 9 9 0 , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n and Heal th Meeting (IWHM), 
one of the biggest gatherings of i n -
temationed women's heedth activists, 
was he ld i n Mani la . The workshop 
on lesbicinism in the meeting wais one 
of the most well-attended workshops 
in the conference. M a n y F i l i p ino 
workshop pEuticipants said that it 
was their first time to see and hear 
out "ac tua l " lesbians. 

These in te rnat iona l events were 
i m p o r t a n t for s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . 
One , they prov ided avenues for les­
b i a n i s m to be d i scussed as a po-
liticed i ssue , devoid of the hys te r ia 
and uproa r that usua l l y accompa­

n i ed it i n mair istreeim d i s cuss i ons . 
L e s b i a n i s m t h u s g a i n e d a l eg i t i ­
mate s ta tus—at least du r ing those 
c o n f e r e n c e s — e q u a l w i t h o t h e r 
women ' s i s sues . Two, the atmo­
sphere of openness i n these confer­
ences encouraged some Fi l ip ino les­
bians to speak about their existence 
and experience of homophob ia and 
discr iminat ion. Three, the confer­
ences underscored the need to be­
gin the process of addressing lesbicin 
i ssues i n the women's movement . 
A n d four, the opportunit ies for net­
working and col laborating wi th les­
b ians from other parts of the wor ld 
were opened by these gatherings. 

D e s p i t e t h e s e , t h e a c t u a l 
b i r th ing of orgginized lesbiein activ­
i s m d id not happen overnight. 

The format ion of a l e sb ian ac­
tivist core group happened only af­
ter the 1991 Second Nat iona l C o n ­
ference on Hea l th . The organizers 
of the con fe rence gave the core 
group seed fund ing to enable t h em 
to convene a n d beg in the process 
of orgEinizing. The format ion of the 
core group was not w i thou t diffi­
cul t ies . The group members , who 
came f rom diverse b a c k g r o u n d s , 
had to deal w i th conf l ic t ing needs 
cind goals. The format ion d i d not 
last very long, and no fo l low-up ac-
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t i v i t i e s w e r e c o n d u c t e d ei fter t h e 

first s e r i e s o f m e e t i n g s . 

P e r h a p s t h e i d e a o f a n o r g a n i z e d 

l e s b i a n g r o u p w a s s t i l l a h e a d o f i t s 

t i m e . T h e r e w e r e o n g o i n g i n i t i a ­

t i v e s a n d . a c t i v i t i e s t h a t c e n t e r e d o n 

l e sb i e tn i s s u e s , b u t t h i s d i d n o t c r e ­

a t e eno -ugh s t i r r i n g s fo r l e s b i a n s to 

f o r ge t o g e t h e r a n d u n i t e u n d e r a 

c o m m o n c a u s e . 

I n A u g u s t 1 9 9 2 , K A L A Y A A N c o n ­

d u c t e d a r a p s e s s i o n o n l e s b i a n i s m 

i n B a g u i o C i t y . T h e B a g u i o - b a s e d 

p a r t i c i p a i n t s c o n t i n u e d h a v i n g m e e t ­

i n g s a f te r t h e r a p s e s s i o n , l e a d i n g to 

t h e e v e n t u a l f o r m a t i o n of L e s B o n d . 

L e s B o n d i d e n t i f i e s i t s e l f a s a l e s b i a n 

f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n " e n v i s i o n i n g a 

free, g e n d e r - f a i r , j u s t a n d h u m a n ( e ) 

s o c i e t y w h e r e l e s b i a n s a re free f r o m 

a n y f o r m of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d o p ­

p r e s s i o n . " L e s B o n d i s t h e f i r s t r e ­

g i o n a l f o r m a t i o n to i d e n t i f y i t s e l f a s 

l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t . 

F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 3 w i t n e s s e d t h e for­

m a t i o n o f T h e L e s b i a n C o l l e c t i v e 

(TLC) i n M a n i l a . . A s e l f - p r o p e l l e d i n i ­

t i a t i v e o f y o u n g l e s b i a n f e m i n i s t s , 

T L C c a p p e d i t s l a u n c h i n g b y s e n d ­

i n g a c o n t i n g e n t to t h e 1 9 9 3 M a r c h 

8 W o m e n ' s D a y M a r c h w h o w a l k e d 

u n d e r a c o l l e c t i v e l y d e s i g n e d l e s b i a n 

b a n n e r . A s t a t e m e n t w a s r e a d d u r ­

i n g t h e r a l l y , d e s p i t e t h e i n i t i a l r e ­

l u c t a n c e o f t h e m e i r c h ' s o r g a n i z e r s 

to a c c o m m o d a t e f u r t h e r c h a n g e s i n 

the p r o g r a m of a c t i v i t i e s . 

T L C ' s f o r m a t i o n h a d a l o t o f i m ­

p a c t . F o r t h e first t i m e , v i s i b l e l e s -

biEins e n g a g e d i n a p r o - a c t i v e c a m ­

p a i g n EigEiinst h o m o p h o b i a i n t h e 

w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . T L C r e c e i v e d 

i n v i t a t i o n s f r o m w o m e n ' s g r o u p s , 

e n a b l i n g i t to p r e s e n t i t s p o s i t i o n s 

o n v e i r i o u s i s s u e s . 

H o w e v e r , T L C w a s n o t s p a r e d 

f r o m i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t s a n d 

f a c t i o n a l i z a t i o n , s i t u a t e d a s i t w a s 

i n t h e m i d s t o f a c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n 

w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . B y t h e e n d o f 

1 9 9 4 , m o s t o f i t s m e m b e r s b e c a m e 

i n a c t i v e , w h i c h w a s s a d c o n s i d e r ­

i n g t h e g r o u p ' s p r o m i s e . Y e t , d e ­

s p i t e i t s c u r r e n t m o r i b u n d s t a t u s , 

T L C ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n 

to t h e g r o w t h o f l e s ­

b i a n o r g a n i z i n g r e ­

m a i n s i m p o r t a n t . 

U n f a z e d b y t h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s o f l e s ­

b i a n o r g a n i z i n g , 

o t h e r g r o u p s 

s t a r t e d s u r f a c i n g i n 

1 9 9 4 . T h e c a s e of 

E l i z a b e t h L i m a n d 

E v a n g e l i n e 

C a s t r o n u e v o , t h e 

l e s b i a n c o u p l e d i s ­

m i s s e d b y B a l a y 

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n C e n t e r , a h u m a n 

rights o r g a n i z a t i o n , s e r v e d a s t h e 

i m p e t u s f o r l e s b i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

a n d w o m e n ' s g r o u p s to ge t t o g e t h e r 

to f o r m a n a d v o c a c y E ind c a u n p a i g n 

n e t w o r k s p e c i f i c a l l y a d d r e s s i n g a 

l e s b i a n i s s u e . C a n ' t L i v e i n t h e 

C l o s e t ( C L I C ) , a l e s b i a n g r o u p c o m ­

m i t t e d to m e d i a a d v o c a c y , w a s e s ­

t a b l i s h e d i n A p r i l 1 9 9 4 . C L I C w a s 

i n s t r u m e n t e d i n d r u m m i n g u p i n ­

t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c i t y a n d s u p p o r t 

f o r t h e c a s e o f B e t h a n d V a n g i e . 

A L E R T o r t h e A d v o c a t e s for L e s -

bicin R i g h t s i s a n o t h e r g r o u p t h a t 

g o t s t a r t e d b e c a u s e o f B e t h and 
Va ing i e ' s c a s e . A L E R T s t a r t e d w i t h 

13 o r g e i n i z a t i o n s b u t t h e n u m b e r 

l a t e r d w i n d l e d to five. T h e d i f f i c u l t y 

i n m o b i l i z i n g l o c a l s u p p o r t f o r t h e 

c a s e r e f l e c t s t h e c u r r e n t s t a t e o f 

a c t i v i s m i n t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . 

T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s , t h e d i v e r s i t y 

o f t h e i s s u e s a n d t h e g r o w t h a n d 

e x p a i n s i o n o f t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e ­

m e n t h a v e r e s u l t e d to s p e c i a l i z a t i o n 

a m o n g w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e 

fact t h a t c a m p a i g n s and a d v o c a c y 

i n i t i a t i v e s f o c u s e d o n l y o n s p e c i f i c 

c o n c e r n s m a k e i t d i f f i c u l t f o r 

w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s to r a l l y b e ­

h i n d i s s u e s t h a t a r e o u t s i d e t h e i r 

p r i o r i t y . L e s b i a n i s s u e s c l e a r l y r e ­

m a i n i n t h e p e r i p h e r y o f p r i o r i t i e s 

o f m o s t w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

I n t h e s a m e y e a r . T h e W o m e n 

S u p p o r t i n g W o m e n C o m m i t t e e 

( W S W C ) w a s o r g a n i z e d . A n e x i s t ­

i n g p r o j e c t o f W o m e n ' s E d u c a t i o n , 

The Lesbian Collective (TLC), the first lesbian group 
to come out in public did so on International 
Women's Day in March 1993 

D e v e l o p m e n t , P r o d u c t i v i t y a n d R e ­

s e a r c h O r g a n i z a t i o n [ W E D P R O ] , 

W S W C w a s f o r m e d a s a r e s p o n s e 

to t h e p u b l i c r e a c t i o n t o a m a g a ­

z i n e i n t e r v i e w o f l e s b i e i n f e m i n i s t 

a n d W E D P R O e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r 

A i d a S a n t o s . W S W C o p e r a t e s t h e 

f i r s t l e s b i a n h o t l i n e i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

SOFTENING THE GROUND 
T h e e x i s t e n c e o f l e s b i a n g r o u p s 

a n d l e s b i a n - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s a n d 

i n i t i a t i v e s d o e s n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y 

t r a n s l a t e i n t o a l e s b i a n m o v e m e n t . 

" T h e r e i s l e s b i a n o r g a n i z i n g b u t I 

c a n ' t s a y t h a t t h e r e i s a l e s b i c i n 

m o v e m e n t . . . I a l w a y s c o n n e c t a 

m o v e m e n t w i t h a m a s s b a s e a n d 

t h a t ' s w h a t w e d o n ' t h a v e , " r e m a r k s 

T e s a de V e l a , o n e of t h e f o u n d i n g 

m e m b e r s o f T L C . 

L e s b i a n e f f o r t s a r e s e e n a s s ca t ­

t e r e d a n d s p o r a d i c , n o t y e t r e p r e ­

s e n t i n g a s i n g u l a r fo rce . N o n e t h e ­

l e s s , t h e y a r e n e c e s s a r y g i v e n t h e 

p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s . O r g a n i z e d l e s ­

b i a n a c t i v i s m i s a n e w e n d e a v o r 

and i t h a s y e t t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 

p u l s e o f t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t 

v i s - a - v i s i t s o w n e x i s t e n c e . L i k e ­

w i s e , n o t a l l l e s b i a n s i n t h e 

w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t a r e i n v o l v e d i n 

a d v o c a c y f o r l e s b i a n - s p e c i f i c i s ­

s u e s , t h o u g h t h e r e a re l e s b i a n i n -

d i v i d u e d s w o r k i n g o n l e s b i a n - o r i ­

e n t e d i s s u e s w h o d o n o t b e l o n g to 

a n y o f t h e e x i s t i n g g r o u p s . 

T h e r e i s a s t r o n g p e r c e p t i o n t h a t 

t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t h a s s l o w l y 
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Announcement of the Lesbian and Gay Pride 1996 

become receptive to and support ­
ive of lesbians today. Yet, the en­
thus i a sm and openness remaiins to 
be reflected i n actua l pol ic ies and 
programs of most women's organi­
zations. One member of the W S W C 
c o m m e n t s t h a t the g r o u p ' s 
unreadiness to address lesb ian is­
sues became apparent when it or­
ganized a forum on l e sb ian i sm and 
the women's agenda. "We invited six 
b ig women 's organizat ions . O n l y 
three came. The rest sent word at 
the last minute that they were not 
ready to d i scuss the issue. A n d 
dur ing the fo rum itself, some of 
those who attended to represent the 
g r oups we inv i t ed also a d m i t t e d 
their unreadiness . 

Ex is t ing l esb ian formations 
va ry i n t h e i r p r o g r a m s 
a n d pro jec ts d e p e n d i n g 
on the ir analys is and per 
cept ion of the needs and 

problems of the lesb ian communi ty . 
The groups ' approaches cind strat­
egies are as different as their p r i ­
mary target audiences . 

B u t there £u-e also s imi lar i t i es , 
the most basic of wh i ch is the goal 
to address the needs of l e sb i ans 
w i t h i n a n d ou t s ide the women ' s 
movement. 

DEFINITION OF ISSUES 
Like women's i ssues , there is no 

singulai- encompass ing def init ion of 
" lesbian issues . " The framework 
of l esb ian act iv ism is hmged on the 
belief that l esb ian r ights are h u ­

m a n r i g h t s , a n d 
t h a t a s t r u g g l e 
m u s t be w a g e d 
aga ins t h o m o p h o ­
b ia and d i sc r im ina­
t i o n b a s e d o n 
sexued or ientat ion. 

B u t more than 
look ing at l esb ian­
i s m as a h u m a n 
rights issue, lesbicin 
feminists also rec­
ognize l e s b i a n i s m 

as a basic feminist issue. Lesb ian­
i s m is seen as a rebutta l against a 
society that upho lds and rewards 
heterosexual relat ions but does not 
protect he te rosexua l women who 
aie abused by men. Instead, it puts 
women i n a b ind : If women relate 
w i th women, they face the reper­
cuss ions of that defiance; if they re­
late wi th men , they expose them­
selves to the hazards of day to day 
re lat ionships w i th men , a state of 
involvement and interaction fraught 
w i th potential conflicts. 

Th is is not to say that there is 
no room for tenderness or car ing in 
heterosexual re lat ionships. B u t the 
inherent inequal i ty that stems from 
the present system msikes it easier 
for m e n to w ie ld dom inance and 
control over women. Fur thermore , 
and m u c h to the chagr in of femi­
n i s t s and proponents of women 's 
r i ghts , men ' s p r edominance over 
w o m e n is often r a t i ona l i z ed a n d 
defended in society, even by some 
women. 

Lesb ian feminists battle a sys­
tem that ensures men access to and 
control of women's l ives—economi­
cally, emotionally, sexually, psycho­
logically. Be ing or becoming a les­
b ian is s tak ing a terr i tor ial clsiim 
to one's body eind emotions. It is a 
space where men are not al lowed 
to tread. Of course, this dec is ion is 
not i n consequen t i cd . L e s b i a n s 
brave great personed r i sks by s tand­
ing up for their sexual choices. In 
the Phi l ipp ines , as i n most parts of 
As ia , lesbians f ind that their family 

is most often the i r f irst batt le­
g round . 

Most l e s b i a n - f e m i 
n is ts live personal 
l i ves tha t reflect 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
v i e w s . F o r i n ­

stance, there are consc ious efforts 
to redefine re lat ionships to free it of 
heterosexist e lements such as role-
p lay ing or d o m i n a n c e - s u b o r d i n a ­
t i on . L e s b i a n r e l a t i o n s h i p s that 
o c cu r i n the women ' s movement 
somehow acquire new def in i t ions 
and perspectives. 

A n d b e cause of the women ' s 
movemen t a n d because of femi­
n i s m , there are women who have 
become more open to lesb ian ism. 
B u t there are women who look at 
l esb ian ism as a pol i t ica l ajternative 
and a response to the many prob­
lems that beset heterosexual rela­
t ionships. Th is reso lut ion is s im­
p l i s t i c , especia l ly w h e n accompa­
n i ed by u n r e a l i s t i c — a n d un f a i r— 
e x p e c t a t i o n s a n d a s s u m p t i o n s 
about lesb ian re lat ionships. Thus , 
when l esb ian ism ceases to be the 
ideal that it is purported to be, these 
women end up frustrated and dis­
appointed w i th the entire idea and 
concept of l esb ian ism. 

B u t for those who have long re­
garded themselves as lesbiems even 
before t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t i n the 
women ' s movement , the feminist 
ansdysis of heterosex ism has been 
very useful i n crystgJlizing their feel­
ings. It gave them terms w i th wh i ch 
to descr ibe the i r exper iences . It 
provided them wi th the framework 
w i th wh i ch to view their existence 
more pos i t i ve ly . These l e sb i ans 
have chosen to be w i th women , not 
necessari ly because they had an in i ­
t ial grasp or theoretical unders tand­
ing of he terosex ism, bu t because 
they have been or iented towards 
women even at an early age. 

The l i n k s between l e s b i a n i s m 
and femin ism enable lesbian-femi­
n is ts to get involved in i ssues that 
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conce rn a l l women . D u r i n g the fu­
ror that accompan ied Catho l ic con­
servative Ph i l i pp ine Senator F r a n ­
cisco Tatad 's "e lec t ion" as cha i r of 
the Senate Commit t ee on Women , 
l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t g r o u p s j o i n e d 
women ' s g roups i n the protest ac­
t ions. The i r act ions , however, were 
not a lways apprec iated. 

W h e n C L l C ' s letter denounc ing 
Tatad 's e lect ion was pub l i shed i n a 
n a t i o n a l da i l y , one reader wrote 
C L I C to "p l ease e x p l a i n how the 
rights of i ts membe r s got m ixed up 
w i t h those of women . . . " The 
letter fur ther sa id that, " i t is 
quite unnecessa ry for C L I C to 
u s u r p the ro le of l eg i t imate 
women 's groups. . . Lesb ians i n 
p a r t i c u l a r have no b u s i n e s s 
t r u m p e t i n g w o m e n ' s r i gh t s , 
s i n c e a l l t h e y do i s e xp l o i t 
w o m e n . " 

S u c h r e a c t i o n is not the 
least su rp r i s i ng , g iven the pre­
va i l ing m indse t that l esb ians 
are n o t w o m e n b u t " m e n 
t rapped i n women ' s bodies" or 
have "hear ts of m e n and bodies of 
women . " In fact, there are lesbians 
who do subscr ibe to th i s viewpoint. 
M e d i a pe rpe tua t es these stereo­
types, a n d somet imes goes to the 
extent of exaggerat ing or peirodying 
s u c h images. 

T h e c o n c e p t of l e s b i a n s a s 
women i n b o t h persona l and pol i t i -
Ccil spheres r ema ins to be grasped 
and unde r s t ood by many. Lesb ian 
feminists have to work overtime i n 
sens i t i z ing people to the ir i s sues 
as we l l as i n m o b i l i z i n g suppo r t 
f rom the women ' s movement , i n 
light of s u c h react ions. 

CRITICISMS 
Lesbianism as Western 

L e s b i a n i s m , m u c h l i k e f em i ­
n i s m , is incessant ly besieged by the 
c r i t i c i sm that i ts or ig ins are west-
e m . Th i s asser t ion obviously m a n i ­
fests societad res is tance to the real­
ity of ind igenous l esb ian existence. 
Unfor tunate ly , even some w o m e n 

activists toe the l ine. What is con­
venient ly forgotten is that a l l social 
m o v e m e n t s i n t h i s c o u n t r y owe 
m u c h of the ir po l i t ica l theories E ind 

concepts f rom outside sources. 
Lesb ian activists are wel l acware 

of th is c r i t i c i sm, and have started 
tak ing steps to cu l l da ta from loca l 
sources an d redefine concepts and 
s t r a t e g i e s so t h e s e m a y be 
grounded on local realit ies. The ef­
forts to give the etnalysis a loceJ con­
text are evident i n the emphas i s on 
the cu l tu ra l aspect of homophob ia . 

For instEuice, the pressures faced 
by F i l ip ino lesbictns come pr imar i l y 
from the family. There is recogni­
t ion of the interplay of cultured ap­
para tuses : r e l i g i on , m e d i a , va lue 
systems an d tradi t ion. The analy­
s is examines , bu t does not dwel l 
heavi ly , on po l i t i ca l appara tuses , 
given the absence of da ta on state 
violence or persecut ion of lesbians 
and gays. 

Too, the issue of coming out is 
weighed careful ly, t ak in g into ac­
count the specificities of Fi l ipino cu l ­
ture. Despite the need for visibil ity, 
for l esb ianism to have a face and a 
name, "coming out" occurs at vaiy-
ing levels and does not automatical ly 
mean m e d i a exposure or appear­
ances. There are levels to wh i ch 
l esb ians pe rmi t themse lves to be 
exposed, aweire as they are that they 
are risking their lives and identities. 
To come out is not adways to be em­
powered, for it can also mean expos­
ing one's vulnerabil i t ies. 

Projection 
Lesbian- feminists are also cr i t i ­

c ized for act ing and "speeiking the 
language of a sma l l group, or a sub­
cu l ture . " They endlessly engage i n 
concep tua l d i s cuss i ons and come 
across as too theoret ica l , even to 
their fellow activists. This cr i t ic ism 
is part ly a resul t of the increasing 
v is ib i l i ty £ind exposure of lesbiains, 
especial ly i n ma ins t r eam media. 

It i s the pol i t ica l nature of les-
biain-feminism that causes the ten­
dency to be issue-or iented and to 

focus on the task of rede­
f i n i n g c oncep t s . T h i s is 
typical of any group that is 
i n the process of ascertain­
ing its space and directions 
i n t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . 
There is also the pr imary 
ob ject ive of p o p u l a r i z i n g 
one's perspectives on an is­
sue tha t ha rd l y gets d is ­
cussed or addressed intel­
l igently i n mEunstream so­
ciety. 

H o w e v e r , l e s b i a n s 
m u s t also reeJize that a hardse l l ap­
proach is hard ly ever effective, given 
the cul tured m i l i e u that they are 
s i tuated in . The need to educate 
people about l esb ian issues can go 
h a n d i n h a n d w i t h theor iz ing but 
there mus t be an appraisal of the 
target aud i ence ' s level of unde r ­
s tand ing and consciousness. 

E v e n t u a l l y , lesbis in- feminists 
w i l l have to crit ical ly assess them­
selves and the ir project ion of the 
issues . There are ways to carry on 
an advocacy without resorting to too 
m u c h jargon. Lesbians wi l l have to 
lecim to speadc i n a lainguage that 
is comprehensib le to non- lesbians 
and non- feminis ts . There shou ld 
always be the awareness that there 
are l imi ts to what can be said. The 
med ia is an independent and u n -
constreiined entity and it operates 
on i ts own ru les and procedures. 
Lesbiems w i l l have to be clear of 
their objectives and wi l l have to rec­
ognize the l imi ts i n us ing the me-

I Being or becoming 
a lesbian is staking 
a territorial claim 
to one's body and 

emotions. 
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d i a for educa t i on and c onsc i ous ­
ness - ra i s ing . 

Projects-driven 
The current efforts of l e sb i an -

activists are also be ing sc rut in i zed 
for concentrat ing on projects rather 
than on mobi l i za t ion and organiz­
ing. Lesb ian groups for instance are 
more involved i n speci f ic projects 
that directly address the needs of 
the lesbiein communi t y , rather them 
i n d i rec t orge iniz ing of a l e s b i a n 
mass base. 

It m u s t be noted however, that 
the current efforts of l esb ian groups 
are based on the ir assessment of 
exist ing realit ies. Whi l e it is t rue 
that actua l g roundwork ing and or­
ganiz ing has yet to begin, the speci ­
ficity of l esb ian condi t ions and re­
al it ies mus t be careful ly gauged. 
The outsider or outcast status of les­
b ians i n mai instream society is not 
at a l l a k i n to s i tua t i ons faced by 
o ther opp r essed or m a r g i n a l i z e d 
sectors. 

One of the biggest prob lems les­
b ians face i s secur i ty a n d safety. 
Thus , l esb ian act iv ism w i l l have to 
take an alternate route to achieve a 
paral le l status to that of the other 
social movements. Unless there are 
systems i n place that w i l l assure 
lesbians of protect ion, it w i l l r ema in 
difficult to orgeinize lesbians as a po­
l i t i c a l force. W h a t the e x i s t i n g 
groups is do ing is sowing the seeds 
for the eventual sprout ing of a v is­
ible l esb ian movement. 

B E M I N G A N D B E Y O N D 
Be i j ing a n d H u a i r o u p rov i ded 

fertile g rounds for lesbiein act iv ism. 
A n internat ioneJ group of l e sb i an 
activists were i n Bei j ing for the Of­
ficial Conference and i n H u a i r o u for 
the parallel N G O Fo rum. Expectedly, 
more lesbians from western nat ions 
took part i n the lobbying efforts and 
i n organizing activities i n the N G O 
forum. Th i s p r edominance i s not 
new, not only for lesbian issues but 
for other women's issues £is wel l . 

The conference attested to the 
d ivers i ty of contexts an d cultur£il 
m i l i e u s faced by l e sb i an s every­
where. Some came from countr ies 
where it i s illegzd to d i sc r im ina te 
a g a i n s t l e s b i a n s . O t h e r s c a m e 
from nat ions that al low lesb ians to 
legally marry and establ ish families. 
However, i n the globsJ map of les­
b i an existence, these countr ies re­
m a i n a minor i ty as the rest of the 
wor ld w o u l d rather persecute les­
b ians or render them invis ible . 

Eve ryday , di f ferent ac t i v i t i es 
were organized by lesbians from dif-

lesbian 
rights 

are 
human 
rights 

ferent reg ions. The lesbietn tent 
drew i n hundreds of lesbieins an d 
straight women daily. Regional cau­
cuses were orgeuiized and A s i a n 
lesb ians met every other day for the 
dura t i on of the conference. 

Un fo r tuna te l y not a l l l e sb ians 
cou ld pairtake of the relatively open 
and "safe" atmosphere of the tent. 
Some women , especiaJly those f rom 
the Sou th , felt that the name " les­
b i a n " had exc luded them from the 
onset. These were women who, for 
r e a s o n s of s e c u r i t y a n d sa fe ty , 
cou ld not r i sk expos ing themselves 
by be ing vis ible i n the tent. Too, 
there were women who felt ostra­
c ized because they d i d not identify 

themselves eis lesbiains bu t cons id­
ered themselves as bisexueds. 

Bei j ing h a d opened avenues for 
lesb ianisrr j t a be d i s c u s s e d as a 
crit ical, i )^ue. In fact, it emerged as 
one of the most controvers ia l and 
con t en t i ous i s s u e s i n the of f ic ial 
conference. The del iberat ions u n ­
covered the officiej pos i t ions of the 
member nat ions , an d al lowed les­
b i an act iv ists to identify their en­
emies an d potentiail edlies. 

Despite the fai lure to make the 
l esb ian agenda v is ible , the experi­
ence i n Bei j ing was not a lost cause. 
As G iney V i l l a r of W S W C s u m s it, 
' A lot of people were very d i sap ­
po inted about it. B u t come to th ink 
of it, at least it gave people— those 
w h o are a ga ins t l e sb ia in i sm a n d 
those who are for i t — a n oppor tu­
n i ty to d i scuss issues . It also pre­
pares u s better for what we have to 
dead w i th i n the next few days Eind 
the next few years . " 

H u a i r o u a n d Be i j ing h a d pro­
v ided the wor ld w i th another oppor­
tun i t y to acknowledge lesbiem ex­
istence. It bore wi tness to a h is -
toricEil unfo ld ing of a globaJ l esb ian 
movement , a foretoken that it w i l l 
not be long before the tasks that re-
madn undone w i l l be done by a v is­
ible and tangible force. Despi te the 
absence of d i scuss ions on i ssues of 
exc lus ion an d dominance based on 
race, ethnic i ty , re l ig ion, cu l ture and 
c lass, l esb ian activists who were i n 
HuE i i r ou a n d B e i j i n g h a d es tab ­
l i shed the possib i l i t ies for future co­
ope ra t i on a n d co l l abo ra t i on . The 
impact of the F o r u m an d the C o n ­
ference w i l l define a n d shape the 
future of l e sb ian act iv ism. For F i l i ­
p ino lesb ians, th is treinslates into a 
renewed act i v i sm a n d active l i nk ­
age w i th the ir A s i a n s isters , "in and 
outside Asia. There is no step to take 
bu t forward. , 

Malu S. Marin is a founding member 
of The Lesbian Collective and Cant 
Live in the Closet (CUC). She is a 
Council member of KALAYAAN, a 
feminist collective. 

62 Women in Act ion No. 1.1996 



WOMAN IN ACTION 

peaking ^ ^ u t 
A V iolence 

(From left) Sophia Jahon, Shamima Al i , Edesina Kotoisuva and Koila Costello 
of the Fiji Women's Crisis Centre. 

hamima A l i has played a major role in putting 
violence against women on the Pacific agenda 
i n the Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing, China. She is a leader in the worldwide 
movement against gender violence and is a 
founding member of the Fiji Women's Rights 
Movement. Today, Shamima is at the center 
of things at the Fiji Women's Crisis Centre. 

Established in 1984, the Fiji Women's Crisis 
Centre is now the hub of Pacific action on 
violence against women. It works to highlight 
gender violence as a key development issue. 
S h a m i m a and her co-workers come from 
various ethnic backgrounds and religions. 
Their collective offers training and resources to 
community groups, the police, judiciary and 
health workers throughout the Pacific region. 
The Centre also provides a 24-hour emergency 
service that includes medical aid and refuge 
where possible, professional counselling for 
v ic t ims of a l l k inds of violence, marriage 
counselling and legal assistance. 

With its sister organization, the Fiji Women's 
Rights Movement, the Fiji Women's Cris is 
Centre runs mass media campaigns that help 
both Fijian and Indo-Fijian communities to 
bring their problems out into the open. Since 
the Centre opened, more women have reported 
incidences of violence. This indicates the 
Centre's success in drawing out women and 
children from the culture of silence that allows 
violence to continue. 

Shamima and the Centre has produced two 
reg ional t ra in ing manua ls , one on cr is is 
counse l l ing and the other on community 
education on violence. Through the Centre, 
Shamima has also helped Vanuatu and Papua 
New Guinea set up crisis counselling services. 

Over the past eight years, Shamima has 
traveled throughout Fiji and the Pacific to train 
and lecture on women and violence. Using her 
background in media and education, Shamima 
has done and continues to do no less than a 
good job. 
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One on One 

ACHIPOFFTHE 
OLD BLOCK 

Andrea Raquel Bdralin Tiglao or Ria is a 24-year old Filipina feminist who is a co-producer of Rocks 
Productions, a group that organizes rock concerts, ballets, and plays. Ria finished herB.A. Degrees 
in Philosophy and Fine Arts at Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts, U. S.A. Here, in this interview 
with Irene R. Chia, she speaks about her views on feminism. . 

Irene: M a n y people—^women inc luded—f ind the 
feminist label loaded. How do y o u react to be ing 
cal led one? 
Ria: I t h i n k n o w I c a n ca l l myse l f a feminis t 
a l though I never though t of myse l f that way 
before. L ook ing back t h o u g h , 1 t h i n k I a lready 
h a d the v a l u e s of a f em in i s t s i n ce b e i n g a 
feminist i s mos t l y asser t ing myse l f not on ly as 
a h u m a n be ing b u t as a w o m a n . I have a lways 
pu t that on the forefi-ont. I a lways need to speak 
u p for wha t I bel ieve i n . 

I a l r eady felt s t r ong l y a b o u t j u s t i c e a n d 
equal i ty for w o m e n a n d g i r l s at a n ear ly age. I 
entered Mt . Ho lyoke Col lege, a n a l l -women 's 
college w i t h definite bel iefs i n women ' s rights, 
w h i c h a l l the more r e in f o r c ed m y f em in i s t 
values. I guess that 's w h e n I started identi fy ing 
w i t h f emin i sm. It s tar ted i n college because 

Ria, at left: Passionate about justice. 

being " feminist" was part of the cul ture . I w o u l d 
have ca l l ed myse l f a feminis t m u c h ear l ier h a d 
I b e e n more f ami l i a r w i t h the t e rm a n d i t s 
history. I'm more acqua in ted w i t h the women 's 
movement i n the U S A because I s tud i ed there. 
Wh i l e I'm aware that m a n y people t h i n k that 
m o s t f e m i n i s t s are l e s b i a n s , I p a r t i c u l a r l y 
appreciate that i n the h is tory of the women ' s 
movement i n the U S A , the l e sb i ans have been 
i ts p ioneers a n d that m u s t be acknowledged . 

I t h i n k I look u p to w o m e n who are real ly 
s t rong a n d most of t h e m are i n fact feminis ts . 
B u t somet imes there 's a negative side to th i s , 
because I t end to get annoyed w i t h w o m e n who 
seem to a l low themselves to be oppressed even 
as I k n o w that most w o m e n are abused by m e n 
s imp ly because they are women . 

B u t I do k n o w too that there are w o m e n 
who p lay the role of the weaker 
s e x a n d u s e t h i s to t h e i r 
advantage w h i c h t ends to p u t 
d o w n w o m e n . S i n c e I h a v e 
a l w a y s b e l i e v ed i n a s s e r t i n g 
myself , I can't imag ine h o w it 
w o u l d be to m y advantage to 
play the weaker sex. Somet imes 
th i s m a k e s me defensive a n d I 
t end to overreact. 

T h i s I t h i n k comes from the 
need to protect myse l f f rom a 
m a n ' s a g g r e s s i o n . If a m a n 
b locks my way, m y first react ion 
w o u l d be to defend myself . M y 
ow n exper ience as a w o m a n as 
w e l l a s m y e x p o s u r e to m y 
mo the r ' s w o r k o n c o u n s e l i n g 
bat tered w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , 
p r o v e t h a t t h e r e i s m o r e 
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aggression against women and I have probably 
internalized a reactive mode of thinking i n 
terms of this. 

Men see that I am a woman: small, th in 
and they think they can push me around. But 
they don't know me and they don't know I can 
be as strong or smart as they are. For me 
feminism means women are free to do what they 
really th ink is right. What you should or 
shouldn't do cannot be based on your sex. That 
is how I define myself as a feminist. 

Q: So how do you express your feminism? 
How does it manifest in your behavior and 
your thinking? 
A: As a woman, I don't want to be seen as weak. 
When 1 work with men I show them that I am 
as intellectually capable as anybody else, or 
even better. It's one way of showing other people 
that women are their equals and even more. 
That's the only way I can reaUy help in terms of 
the feminist movement, to encourage other 
women to enhance and develop a sharper and 
logical thinking. My parents' thinking and my 
background in Philosophy studies have made 
me put importance in this aspect of my being. 

Q: Children usually don't follow the line of 
work their parents do and your mother is 
very much involved in women's causes. What 
do you think will your career path be? 
A: Well, even if I feel the same passion as my 
parents have for justice and fireedom, I don't 
feel I have to belong to any organization to be a 
feminist or to help other people. I guess that's 
my little rebell ion. My career path at the 
moment is of a business nature, like what I am 
doing now as a producer. Our company is 
moving towards advertising and publications 
wherein I wi l l be able to use my knowledge in 
art. 1 am also pursuing my painting, one of my 
passions. 

Q: Okay, but as a feminist, what issues are 
you most passionate about? 
A: Justice, that's my passion. I wanted to be a 
lawyer when I was younger. In primary and 
secondary school, there's no justice in the way 
the administration treats the students. There 
are teachers there who humiliated students. 
These things should not be happening, most of 
the time there is no justice because sometimes 
people, especially women, are not used to 

Q: But how do you think is your 
interpretation of feminism similar to or 
different from how other women involved 
in women's issues would view feminism? 
A: I can't say that my views on feminism 
eire unique because I'm sure other women 
share some of my experiences as a woman. 
The only difference I could think of is the 
way in which my beliefs came about, and 
how through my own development as a 
person, I have learned to live my life with a 
feminist point of view. I wouldn't be able to 
judge the different views because there are 
many women with their many experiences. 

I think feminism will work 
better if we infiltrate the system 
and break down the oppressive 
structures and misconceptions 

that put down women. 

so speaking out for themselves. Probably that's 
how women are conditioned: to be passive. 

Q: In terms of your work as producer of Rocks 
Productions, do you think you are able to 
express your feminism? 
A: Oh, yes, definitely. I have a male partner, 
and we are equally i n charge of organizing, 
directing and managing a concert or show. As 
a producer and a woman, I make sure that all 
our male staff and crew respect the women 
guests and their women co-workers. I'm also 
able to command authority and respect among 
our mostly male crew. I think and work as a 
feminist. And I am able to do that i n my work. 

Q: What do you think are the top three issues 
for women in the Philippines and why? 
A: First is poverty. Many Filipino women do 
not have the financial capability to stand on their 
own and that's why they have to depend on men. 
As opportunities are mostly given to men, the 
more dependent women become on their 
husbands or partners. I think this inevitably 
keeps women from becoming free and happy. 

Second are the very restrictive moral issues 
imposed by the church and society on women. 
Women have to give birth. Women carmot use 
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contraceptives. Women who are liberated are 
called bitches. 

The third issue is objectification. Women 
always have to be attractive, useful and most 
of all "feminine" to be respected and to have a 
place i n society. If a woman diverts from these 
"norms", she is punished. 

I think al l these women's issues have a 
direct co-relation with men. That's the reason 
why I didn't want to work for a company. I 
already know the dynamics in an ofBce where 
the men are the ones usually i n power. I don't 
want to deal with that. There wil l be trouble 
because I would not let those things happen to 
me. I really looked for ways so I can work i n 
my own terms. In my work I feel that I am in 
charge of things and I don't have to worry about 
pleasing anybody. Also my male partner 
respects me as a woman. 

__ 
...media is one of the 
most powerful tools 
of communication in 

this day and age.. 
Q: What actions are women taking to address 
these isuues? 
A: The women's organizations in the Philippines 
are fighting for reproductive rights and women's 
rights. They go to urban and rural areas to re­
educate women. I think it's only the women's 
(Jbrganizations who do this. 

Q: In which direction do you think is the 
women's movement heading? 
A: I think the direction it's heading is towards 
a more unified women's movement. And it is 
important for the women's movement to reach 
out to young students and children. I think 
educated chi ldren should be init iated into 
feminism because they are the ones more likely 
to get i n positions of power. 

^ I also think the women's movement should 
get into the mainstream through media. The 
majority of people s t i l l see the women's 
movement as a reactive group. I think the 
women's movement should try other avenues 

and be attuned with the times. People are more 
cynical nowadays. They've already heard of 
activism before and they think it doesn't work 
anymore. 

There is a lot of work to be done for feminists 
in the media. On TV commercials, programs, 
movies, advertising, and i n the arts, we sti l l 
see women being objectified and commodified. 
I think women should be portrayed as strong 
and positive. I think feminism wil l work better 
if we infiltrate the system and break down the 
oppressive structures and misconceptions that 
put down women. 

Q: Being a daughter of a feminist, do you see 
any difference or similarity between you and 
your mother? 
A: First of all, my mother works more effectively 
in an organization. She likes the interaction 
w i t h i n o rgan i za t i ons . My m o m i s more 
systematic and process-oriented in the way she 
works with people. I tend to be more "to-the-
point." She's vocal but I think I'm 10 times 
more vocal. 

She believes in the activist style of getting 
things done. I guess my generation is more 
individualistic, probably because we're more 
cjrnical. During her time, she had causes to 
fight for but now there are too many problems, 
too many causes. It's harder for people to get 
together to fight against one cause because 
people are too involved i n their own personal 
dilemmas. Now we're finding out that people 
have more psychological baggages that they 
have to deal with first. 

I was also involved in organizations (Filipino, 
Asian, College Networks etc.) and what I didn't 
l ike was that there were a lot of in te rna l 
problems. When the organization becomes 
bigger, problems like funding or people pushing 
for their issues occur. That's why I'm not i n 
any organization now. I think in some sense, 
my mom and I are similar i n what we both 
believe in. She's married and she cooks because 
she Ukes to cook. I can be strong but I can also 
serve a man or a woman. It doesn't bother me 
for as long as I know I'm doing what I think is 
right. You don't have to follow the ABCs of being 
a feminist. I would feel constricted if I were i n 
an organization because I would prefer to do 
things on my own. 

But our difference is that I'm too aggressive 
sometimes, because I want my views to be heard 
and understood right away. My mom is more 
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e v e n - t e m p e r e d tha in I a m . S h e ' s a s a i n t 
c o m p a r e d to anyone I know. I'm very p r o u d of 
her . I l ook u p to her a n d I try to fol low her b u t 
i n another way. O u r personal s i tuat ions are very 
different, the people I've worked w i t h a n d I've 
k n o w n . 

Q: What do you th ink are the kinds of 
backlash that feminists have to endure ? 
A: Fo r one, feminis ts are be ing perce ived as 
ant i - fami ly because feminis ts are more w i l l i n g 
to accept different forms of family. F em in i s t s 
have no quar re l w i t h single mothers , or two-
w o m e n or two-men famil ies. 

A n o t h e r i s the pressure o n younger w o m e n 
to be independent because be ing independent 
m e a n s be ing strong. It shou ldn ' t be a mus t , 
because it goes back to the th ink ing that women 
s h o u l d be funct iona l . If you're a w o m a n a n d 
y o u don ' t have a j ob y o u get asked : "What? ! 
You ' re j u s t a housewife? That 's a l l y o u do?" A l l 
m y peers are t r y ing to achieve a n d be o n top of 
the i r careers a n d to be " superwomen. " I t h i n k 
i t w i l l come to a po int wher i w o m e n w i l l feel 
tha t the object ives of the women 's movement, 
m i gh t beoome more f rustrat ing t h a n ful f i l l ing 
i f they t r i ed to r each these idea ls a l l at once. 

Q: What do the women's movement think 
about lesbianism and Is there a lesbian 
movement to speak of? 
A: I d o n ' t r e a l l y k n o w w h a t the f e m i n i s t 
movement t h i n k s about l e sb i an i sm. B u t I do 
k n o w that the feminist movement i n genera l 
p r o v i d e s a l o t o f s u p p o r t to t h e l e s b i a n 
movement espec ia l ly o n the i ssue of w o m e n 
r ights b u t I d o n t th ink lesbian issues are always 
deal th w i t h intell igently, especially i n Phi l ippine 
society. 

H o m o s e x u a l s are m o r e a c c e p t e d t h a n 
l e s b i a n s b e c a u s e the soc i e ty i s s c a r e d of 
s tronger women . I guess that for most people, 
l e sb ians w o u l d be the extreme of what a s t rong 
w o m a n c o u l d be. To comple t e l y no t have 
r e l a t i onsh ips w i t h m e n a n d d isavow aU of a 
woman ' s typ ica l aspects i s rarely d i s cussed i n 
schoo ls , o n TV, or movies. Perhaps there are 
more l e sb i ans i n foreign movies bu t i n F i l i p ino 
mov i e s , y o u see l e s b i a n s ca l l ed "tomboys"-
becoming "women" again. So it doesn't reflect 
the real i ty that there are l esb ians . 

L e s b i a n i s m s imp ly i s not yet accepted a n d 
people are no t ready to ta lk about it. W h e n 
people ta lk about l esb ian ism, they get nervous. 

Ria knows how to work hard and play hard. 

I guess it goes back to women be ing the weaker 
sex. Even women are scared of stronger women 
i n general . I once wrote a ph i losophy paper on 
' C y b o r g ' w o m e n , w o m e n w h o c a n change 
themselves through sexual operation, changing 
themselves physica l ly , even mental ly . It's being 
free. Y o u won' t be con ta ined i n y o u r body and 
y o u r pe r son as a w o m a n won' t be def ined by 
y o u r body parts . 

I really look forward to more women i n media 
t r y i n g to change the p e r c e p t i o n of w o m e n 
because med i a i s one of the most powerful tools 
of c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t h i s day a n d age. We 
s h o u l d educate people t h r ough these terms 
because that i s wha t the younger generat ion 
unde r s t ands . They t h i n k of i t as reality. It i s 
easier to spread the word a n d get your message 
across because y o u n g females can relate to i t 
a n d it w i l l especia l ly he lp younger males i n 
becoming more gender aware. 

W h e n strong women are portrayed i n media, 
they're always portrayed as evil. In al ien movies, 
for example , the ev i l monster i s a lmost always 
a female: the mother creature. The message 
that i s sent subsconsc i ous l y i s that a strong 
a n d powerful w o m a n is evi l . Y o u H see that 
everywhere: w o m a n as v i l l a in . If ever I wou ld 
start a group, that w o u l d be the d irect ion that 
I w o u l d want to pursue , to show women as they 
t ru ly are, t h r ough art a n d the v i sua l aspect of 
c ommu n i ca t i on , that w o m e n are a v i ta l part of 
the h u m a n race .^ 
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Mei-Ming has la in this way 
for 10 days now: tied up 
in urine-soaked blankets, 
scabs of dr ied m u c u s 
growing across her eyes, 
her face shr inking to a 
skuU, malnutrition slowly 
shrivelling her two-year-
old body. 

Each morn ing a fel low inmate at her 
Guangdong orphanage goes into the dark fetid 

room where she lies alone to see if she is dead. 
The orphanage staff, paid to look after her, do 
not visit. They call her room the "dying room" 
and they have abandoned her there for the same 
reason her parents abandoned her shortly after 
she was bom. Her problem is simple and tragic: 
she has a condition which in modem Ch ina 

makes her next to useless, a burden on the state 
with an almost zero chance of adoption. She is 
a girl. 

When she dies four days later it wi l l not be 
of some terminal, incurable illness. It wi l l be of 
sheer neglect. Afterwards the orphanage wil l 
dispose of her desiccated corpse and deny she 
ever existed. She wil l be just another invisible 
victim of the collision between China's one-child 
policy and its traditional preference for male 
heirs. The name the orphanage gave her 

articulates precisely the futility of struggle to 
survive i n a society that holds no value for her. 
In Putonghua, Mei-ming means "no name". 

She is one of perhaps 15 mil l ion female 
babies who have gone missing from China's 
demographics since the one child per family 
policy was introduced in 1979. Another tiny bag 

Footage shot through a concealed camera provides the first 
video evidence of the existence of 

e 
I n 

^ o o m s 
by Tom Hilditch 
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o f b o n e s i n w h a t s o m e 
s ino l og i s t s c l a i m i s the 2 0 t h 
cen tury ' s h i d d e n holocaust . 

Yet he r brief and miserable 
life ipay no t have been i n va in . 
B e f o r e s h e d i e d s h e w a s 
d i s c o v e r e d b y a B r i t i s h 
d o c u m e n t a r y t e a m w h o 
ente red he r orphanage pos ing 
a s A m e r i c a n c h a r i t y f u n d ­
ra isers . The footage they shot, 
t h r o u g h a concea led camera, 
w o u l d provide the first video 
ev idence of the ex is tence of 
d y i n g rooms. A n d w h e n the ir 
d o c u m e n t a r y w a s s h o w n 13 
days ago, against the protesta­
t i o n s o f C h i n a ' s L o n d o n 
e m b a s s y , l i t t l e M e i - m i n g ' s 
d y ing cr ies for he lp were heard 
a r o u n d the wor ld . 

The a im of the docvmientaiy 
t e a m , f u n d e d b y B r i t a i n ' s 
C h a n n e l Four , was to explore 
pe r s i s t en t repor ts that some 
state-rui j Ch inese orphanages 
l e a v e b a b y g i r l s to d ie o f 
s tarvat ion a n d neglect. Their 
s tar t ing po int was the Sunday 
M o r n i n g Post 's award-winning 
invest igat ion of two years ago 
v d i i c h gave the wor ld the first 
eye-witness a n d photographic 
e v i d ence of d y i n g r o o m s at 
Nanning orphanage, i n Guangx i 
province. T h e n the dying room 
was spoken of openly by staff 
a n d r e gu l a r v i s i t o rs . It was 
freely admit ted that 90 per cent 
of the 50 to 60 baby girls who 
arr ived at the orphanage each 
m o n t h w o u l d e n d the i r l ives 
t h e r e . S i n c e t h e o u t r a g e 
provided by our report, however, 
N a n n i n g orphanage has been 
overhauled. Money ra ised by 
H o n g K o n g c e l e b r i t i e s h a s 
u p g r a d e d f a c i l i t i e s a n d the 
quality of care. The dying rooms 
there have ceased to exist. 

S a d l y , after t o u r i n g a n d 
filming i n orphanages i n four 
p rov inces , the B r i t i s h d o c u ­
m e n t a r y t e a m ' s h a r r o w i n g 

r e p o r t s u g g e s t s t h a t the 
att i tudes towards baby gir ls so 
prevalent at Nann ing two years 
ago are rife elsewhere. 

The b i r th of a baby g i r l has 
n e v e r b e e n a c a u s e for 
celebration i n Ch ina . In general, 
a n infant boy w i l l be greeted 
w i t h f i r ewo rk d i s p l a y s a n d 
pa r t i e s ; a g i r l w i t h s i l e n c e . 
Accord ing to records there are 
current ly s ix m i l l i on women i n 
C h i n a chr is tened La i D i . The 
name means " a s on fol lows 
q u i c k l y . 

T r a d i t i o n d i c t a t e s t h a t 
w h e n a daughter marr i es she 
w i l l j o i n her h u s b a n d ' s family, 
her ch i ldren wiU take h i s family 
name a n d she m u s t suppor t 
h i s parents i n the ir o ld age. In 
r u r a l areas, female in fants are 
s imp ly a d ra in o n resources . 
T h e y a r e r e f e r r e d to a s 
"maggots i n the r ice" . Stor ies 
of peasant farmers d r own ing 
n e w - b o m g i r ls i n a bucke t of 
water have been commonplace 
for centur ies . Now, however, 
as a direct r esu l t of the one-
c h i l d po l icy there are growing 
reports of infanticide a l l across 
C h i n a , i n c l u d i n g i ts towns a n d 
cit ies. The. members of baby 
girls be ing abandoned, aborted 
or dumped on orphanage steps 
is unprecedented. 

It is impossible to understate 
bo th h o w c ruc i a l the one-ch i ld 

po l i cy i s to C h i n a ' s stabi l i ty 
a n d h o w r ig id ly it i s enforced. 
E v e r y o n e — t h e W o r l d B a n k , 
the U n i t e d Na t i ons , Ch ina ' s 
own stat is t ic ians—agrees that 
if the populat ion, already at 1.2 
b i l l i o n , i s a l l o w e d to grow, 
C h i n a win be unable to support 
itself, let a lone develop. The 
r e s u l t w o u l d be e c o n o m i c 
co l lapse , env i ronmenta l r u i n , 
famine. 

B u t wh i l e mos t Ch inese 
c a n accept the mathemat ics of 
the p r o b l e m , m a n y canno t 
accept the draconian mechanics 
of the solut ion. The populat ion 
con t inues to rise. A ch i ld is 
b o m every 1.5 seconds, 2,400 
every hour , 21 mi l l i on a year. 
In M a r c h 1995 President J i ang 
Z e m i n was forced to set new, 
t oughe r p o p u l a t i o n contro ls 
a n d tougher pun i shmen t s for 
t h o s e w h o i g n o r e t h e m . 
Coup l e s who attempt to have 
more t h a n one c h i l d w i l l be 
dealt w i t h bmta l l y . 

According to Steven Mosher, 
the author of A Mother's Ordeal, 
coerced abortions, sometimes 
jus t days before the baby is due, 
are now commonplace. A s are 
reports of enforced steri l ization 
and of hospitals fatally injecting 
second babies shortly after their 
b i r th . "It means tremendous 
coercion," he says, " on women 
to s u b m i t to a b o r t i o n a n d 
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sterilization. It also means that 
however overcrowded China's 
orphanages are now with baby 
girls, the problem is going to get 
worse. Very much worse." 

For Kate Blewett, producer 
of the C h a n n e l Four 
documentary The Dying Rooms, 
The investigation was a journey 
into the heart of darkness. "I 
d id not know that h u m a n 
beings could treat children with 
such contempt, such cruelty. It 
is not so much a problem of the 
orphanages be ing 
under funded as i t i s a 
problem of attitude towards 
unwanted babies. Some of 
the orphanages we visited 
were little more than death 
camps. We filmed treatment 
that amounted to torture, 
consc ious neglect that 
amounted to murder." 

Travelling i n Ch ina with 
hidden cameras and under 
false p re t enses meant 
Blewett and her team were 
in danger of being arrested 
every step of the way. The 
risk for local Chinese who 
helped them gain access to 
orphanages and those she 
interviewed, unwi t t ing ly or 
otherwise, was even greater. 
For that r e a son the 
documentary does not name 
any of the o rphanages or 
identify mainland interviewees. 
Nonetheless, the harrowing 
squalor of conditions is there 
for all to see. 

In an orphanage a dozen or 
so baby girls are supervised by 
an adolescent girl in a white coat. 
As the team walk in she ignores 
them and goes out of the room, 
leaving a mentally handicapped 
child to show them around. 
The in fant i n m a t e s s i t i n 
bamboo benches in the middle 
of a court yard. Their wrists 
and ankles are t ied to the 
armrests and legs of the bench. 

They have been there all day 
unab le to move. A row of 
plast ic buckets is l ined up 
beneath holes in their seats to 
catch their urine and excre­
ment. The children will not be 
moved again untU night when 
their benches wil l be carried 
back into their cot room and 
they wiU be lifted out and tied 
to their beds. 

"It was heart-breaking," 
said Blewett. "They had no 
stimulation, nothing to play 

In general, an 
infant boy will be 

greeted with 
firework displays 
and parties; a girl 

with silence. 
with, no one to touch them. 
They have never k n o w n 
affection. In one scene shown 
in the documentary one of the 
handicapped older boys walks 
up to one of the girls tied to a 
bench and begins head-butting 
her. He butts her relentlessly. 
It goes on and on. But the girl 
doesn't move or make a so\md. 
Such is the lack of stimulation 
for the children that the one 
thing they all have in common 
is an endless rocking. They sit 
tied to their potty chairs rocking 
backwards and forwards and 
screaming. Few of them wil l 
ever l eam to speak and the 
rocking is the only exercise, the 
only s t imu la t i on , the only 
pleasure in their lives." 

Presently the teenager in the 
white coat returns wi th an 

oflicial of the orphanage. He 
buys Blewett's cover story and, 
seduced by the suggestion of 
foreign funds, he agrees to be 
interviewed. His monologue is 
chiUing. Last year, he says, the 
orphanage had some 400 
inmates. The sunmier tempera­
tures soared above 37 degrees 
Celsius. Disease swept through 
the room. In a couple of weeks 
20 per cent of the babies died. 

Later, Blewett trains her 
camera on another of the 

assistants. "If 80 children 
died last summer, there 
should be 320 left," Blewett 
says , " bu t there don ' t 
appear to be more than a 
couple of dozen chi ldren 
here . Where are the 
others?" 

"They disappear," the 
girl replies. "If I ask where 
they go, I am just told they 
die. That's all. I am afraid 
to ask any more." 

B r u t a l neglect i s the 
common theme of many of 
the orphanage scenes. In 
one sequence a lame child 

s i t s on a b e n c h near the 
orphanage pharmacy. It is 
stocked fuU of medicines but 
none of the staff c a n be 
bothered to administer them. 
The child rocks Ustlessly back 
and forth as staff wander. The 
camera focuses on her vacant 
face, trails down her skinny 
body and settles on her leg...it 
is swollen with gangrene. 

S u c h i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d 
cruelty and neglect was in no 
way limited to rural areas. The 
worse orphanage, the brief 
home of Me i -ming , was i n 
Guangdong, one of the richest 
provinces in China. When they 
a r r i v ed the documen ta r y 
m a k e r s wondered at f i rst 
whether they had made a 
m i s t ake . There were no 
children to be seen or heard. 
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Girls are neglected in many of China's orphanages. These t w o girls, 
luckily, have not been subjected to the treatment that caused many to die. 

Then from under one of the 
blankets laid over a cot, as if 
left to dry out, there was the 
sound of crying. Lifting the 
blanket and unwrapping a tied 
bundle of cloth, Blewett found 
a baby girl. The last layer of 
her swaddling was a plastic bag 
filled wi th urine and faeces. 
The next cot was the same, and 
the next and the next. Many 
of the children had deep lesions 
where the string they were tied 
with had cut into their bodies. 
One child, described by staff as 
"normal", was suffering from 
v i tamin B and C deficiency, 
acute liver failure and severe 
impetigo on her scalp. As 
always, Blewett made a point 
of checking the babies'gender. 
A s a lways , a l l the non -
handicapped chi ldren were 
girls. 

The Chinese Government 
was approached several times 
bo th i n Be i j ing and at i ts 
London embassy to provide 
comment or an interview for 
i n c l u s i o n i n the film. The 
Government was given a three-
month deadline but remained 
silent. Then it was given a 10-
day extension. On the ninth 

day Channel Four received a 
two-page le t ter from the 
London embassy. It became 
the final sequence of the film. 

The so-called 'dying rooms' 
do not exist in China at all," read 
the statement's penultimate 
paragraph. "Our investigations 
confirm that those reports are 
vicious fabrications made out of 
u l ter ior motives. The 
contemptible lie about China's 
welfare work in orphanages 
cannot but arouse the 
indignat ion of the Chinese 
people, especially the great 
numbers of social workers who 
are working hard for children's 
welfare." 

The statement was followed 
by diplomatic representations 
to have the station drop the 
documentary. Channel Four 
re fused. The programme 
wh i ch was t ransmi t ted on 
June 12 and dedicated to Mei-
m ing created eno rmous 
publicity. 

The following day questions 
were raised" in the House of 
Commons about China's one-
ch i l d pol icy and i ts dy ing 
rooms. Efforts are now being 
made by, among others, MP 

Anne Win te r ton , to br ing 
about diplomatic pressure to 
halt China's one-child policy. 
Predictably, however, no one 
has ra i sed the subject of 
providing massive aid for a 
collapsed and famine-ridden 
C h i n a i n the event of i ts 
population rising to, say, 2.4 
b i l l ion if this generation is 
allowed to have two children 
per family. 

More practically, however, 
Blewett and her team have set 
up a fund. The Dying Rooms 
Trust, to make contributions 
to i n t e r n a t i o n a l char i t i es 
w o r k i n g w i t h Ch inese 
orphanages, to help purchase 
and distribute milk powder, 
play-pens and basic medicines 
to the orphanages featured in 
the documentary and establish 
sponsorship system for their 
inmates. 

"We don't want to criticize 
the one-chi ld policy," says 
Blewett. "But we don't want to 
focus on the problem it is 
causing which can be solved." 
The documentary features a 
tour of a privately-run, locally 
funded orphanage where the 
chi ldren are happy, healthy 
and loved. "We were very keen 
to show what can be done with 
the r ight a t t i tude , " sa id 
Blewett. "No ch i ld should 
suffer the kind of neglect we 
filmed. Maybe we can help that 
happen. Maybe then, Mei-
ming's life might have had 
some purpose." 

The programme is unlikely 
to be shown in Hong Kong. For 
more information contact: The 
Dying Room Trust, 68 Thames 
Road, London W4 3RE . 
Cheques shou ld be made 
payable to The Dying Rooms. 

(Reprinted with permission from 
the Sunday Morning Post 
Magazine, June 25. 1995.) 
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The Amity Foundation 
says that China's 
orphanages lack funds 
but they're never short 
of concern for their 
wards. 

THE AMITY FOUNDATION STATEMENT 

The 
the 

tory 

(Editor's note: The H u m a n Rights Report "Death by Default" - China State Orphanages also spoke about the deaths of 
gir l ch i ldren i n Ch ina ' s orphanages. We cou ld not reprint the whole report here—it 's a whole book—but since we 
repr inted "The Dy ing Rooms, " we decided to r u n Ami ty Foundat ion 's statement i n the spir i t of ba lanced reporting.) 

Recently, the Ami t y 
F o u n d a t i o n h a s 
received a n u m b e r 
of i nqu i r i e s about 
o u r w o r k w i t h 
o r p h a n a g e s . 
These have been i n 
r e s p o n s e to a 

report pub l i shed by H u m a n Rights 
W a t c h / A s i a w h i c h d o c u m e n t s 
s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s i n C h i n e s e 
o r p h a n a g e s i n g e n e r a l , a n d the 
S h a n g h a i C h i l d r e n ' s W e l f a r e 
I n s t i t u t e i n p a r t i c u l a r . U n f o r ­
t u n a t e l y , t h i s r e p o r t m a k e s 
s w e e p i n g j u d g e m e n t s a b o u t the 
general s i tuat ion i n C h i n a , employ­
i n g h i g h l y c h a r g e d r h e t o r i c b u t 
fail ing to substant iate many c la ims. 

The Ami ty Founda t i on has tr ied, 
ove r t h e y e a r s , to a d d r e s s t h e 
prob lems of o rphans a n d o r p h a n ­
ages i n C h i n a i n a concrete way. Mr . 
T i n g Y e n r e n , A s s o c i a t e G e n e r a l 
Secretary of the Ami ty Founda t i on , 
made the fol lowing comments . 
1. W h i l e we at A m i t y cind m a n y 
o t h e r s i n C h i n a are c a l l i n g for 
increased government f und ing for 
o r p h a n a g e s , t h e H u m a n R i g h t s 
Watch report c la ims that orphainage 

j obs are high-pay ing and people l and 
there through good connections. At 
the same t ime, it causes some staff 
of Shanghai Orphanage of committing 
what it terms intent ional " summary 
r e so lu t i on " a n d g ives r e a d e r s the 
impress i on that deliberately a l lowing 
i n f a n t s to d i e i s a w i d e - s p r e a d 
pract ice i n Ch ina . In so doing, the 
report changes the issue of funding 
shortage into one of a c r imina l case 
a n d ac tua l l y pu t s the government 
entirely out of the picture. Since the 
funding shortage wi l l only perpetuate 
the di f f icult ies Ch ina ' s orphanages 
are faced w i t h , we have s e r i o u s 
doubts about the true motive of the 
HumEin Rights Wa tch report. 

As for the chairge of " s u m m a r y 
reso lut ion , " a l though we do not k n o w 
the a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n at S h a n g h a i 
Orphanage , we cannot believe that 
the social workers we have come to 
know through work ing w i th var ious 
o rphanages over the yea rs w o u l d 
shaire s u c h c r im ina l intent ion. 
2. Orphainages i n C h i n a are i n great 
need of help, both from w i th in C h i n a 
a n d w i thou t . The H u m a n R i gh t s 
Wa t ch report, however, distorts the 
reality that one of the basic prob lems 

w i t h C h i n a ' s w e l f a r e w o r k is 
insuff ic ient fund ing from the govern­
ment. Th i s is also a p rob l em that 
schools and medicEil c l in ics face at 
the g rass roo ts leve l . The fund ing 
shortage not only r esu l t s i n di lapi­
da ted fac i l i t i es , b u t also dampens 
staff morale to vairious degrees. 

The staff at an orphanage often 
fall i n the lowest income brackets . 
The government, i n order to reuse the 
profile of school teachers, nurses and 
welfare ins t i tu t i on staff, does have a 
pol icy of offering them higher sedaries 
t h a n t h o s e of o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t 
emp loyees w i t h the same level of 
educa t i on a n d the same l ength of 
work experience. Even so, however, 
the real income of the orphainage staff 
is st i l l Eimong the lowest because, by 
wo rk ing at a non-prof i t ins t i tu t i on , 
they receive cilmost no bonuses or 
any other fringe benefits, whereas, for 
the ir counterpar ts i n other ins t i tu ­
t ions, government salary often makes 
u p o n l y a s m a l l f r a c t i o n of the 
income. 

A s a r e s u l t of t h e f u n d i n g 
shor tage , the t a l en t ed a m o n g the 
orphanage staff may be attracted to 
jobs that pay better, and the ones left 
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b e h i n d are fur ther looked down upon 
b y o t h e r s o r b y t h e m s e l v e s as 
f a i l u r e s . T h e r e f o r e , as we v i s i t 
o rphanages , we do f rom t ime to time 
f ind low mora l e and irresponsibi l i ty 
on the par t of some staff. We can 
also bel ieve that some ch i ldren may 
die of m a l n u t r i t i o n or the l a ck of 
adequate care. Yet th is is one of the 
very r e a s o n s w h y we s h o u l d work 
w i th orphanages . 

T h i s i s n o t j u s t A m i t y ' s 
a s s e s s m e n t of t h e p r o b l e m w i t h 
C h i n a ' s o rphanages . It is also the 
v i ew s h a r e d b y c o m m i t t e d soc ia l 
w o r k e r s i n o r p h a n a g e s a n d c i v i l 
a f f a i r s b u r e a u s w h o are d e e p l y 
c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e y c a n n o t offer 
c h i l d r e n good care u n d e r very low 
budgets a n d that not enough young 
people ace w i l l i n g to take over their 
pos i t i ons w h e n they retire. In fact, 
the p r o b l e m of fund ing shortages is 
so obv ious there 's no wonder why the 
H u m a n R i gh ts W a t c h report turns a 
b l i n d eye to it. 

3. Improv ing the wo rk of orphanages 
not only r equ i res greater funding. It 
also needs part ic ipatory management 
a n d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of account­
abil i ty. We aire concerned that the 
H u m a n R i g h t s W a t c h repor t may 
p r o v i d e t h e p r e t e x t for a s m a l l 
n u m b e r of officials to go to extremes 
a n d d e n y d e m a n d s for m o r e 
pcirt ic ipation and accountabi l i ty . The 
report comes at a t ime when there is 
growing p u b l i c concern w i th in Ch ina , 
and w h e n non-government involve­
m e n t i s s t a r t i n g to m a k e the 
orphanage staff susp i c i ous of these 
efforts damages ou r work. 

T h e s e d a y s , a l l of C h i n a i s 
mov ing t oward a marke t economy, 
a n d t h i s i s a m i x e d b l e s s i n g for 
Ch ina ' s welfare ins t i tu t ions . O n the 
one hand , the balance is further tilted 
against t h e m because government 
funds are a lso b e i n g d ra ined into 
use s that offer good prof it . W i t h 
i n f l a t i o n a n d t a x e v a s i o n , the 
government is increasingly unable to 
provide suf f ic ient funds for welfaie 
inst i tut ions. O n the other hand , this 
is also a t ime w h e n we have many 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s u b s t a n t i a l 
improvemen t i n the wo rk of these 
ins t i tu t ions . T h a n k s to the reform 
policy, there is more money in non­
government sec tors eind i n private 

h a n d s , s o m e of w h i c h c a n be 
channelled into welfare work. There 
is also a growing pub l i c awareness of 
the difficulties faced by orpheinages, 
schools and rura l cl inics. Pressure is 
bui lding for change cind improvement. 
E v e n t u a l l y , m o r e f i n a n c i a l a n d 
legislative measures w i l l be taken to 
safeguard the rights and interests of 
orphans and abeindoned chi ldren. 

M s . W u A n ' a n , i n c h a r g e of 
Amity 's Socia l Welfare D iv i s i on , adds 
to this: 

It is not enough to j u s t ta lk about 
the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e C h i n e s e 
orphanages. Even more importantly, 
the root cause of the current prob lems 
needs to be addressed. Mos t of the 
chi ldren in the orphanages Eire there 
because they have been abandoned 
by their parents, either because they 
are girls or because they 8ire s ick or 
h a n d i c a p p e d . To h i g h l i g h t t h i s 
p r o b l e m . A m i t y , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
Shangha i Te lev is ion 2, p roduced a 
documentary about a Chinese couple 
who had found and ra ised more than 
20 abandoned ch i ldren . Th i s f i lm, 
produced in 1989, was subsequent ly 
shown on several local cind prov inc ia l 
TV stations in Ch ina . The document­
a ry w a s m e a n t to e d u c a t e t h e 
Chinese pub l i c about the s i tuat ion 
of a b a n d o n e d c h i l d r e n , a n d i t 
a p p e a l e d to p a r e n t s to t a k e 
responsibi l i ty for their own ch i ldren 
a n d not to a b a n d o n t h e m . (For 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , see A m i t y 
Newsletter No. 14, A u t u m n 1990.) 

W h e n we f i r s t a p p r o a c h e d 
Nanjing Orphanage 10 years ago, the 
s i t u a t i o n t h e r e w a s v e r y b a d . 
Ch i ld ren were poorly clothed and fed; 
the staff had poor work ing sk i l l s and 
l a cked e n t h u s i a s m , r e s u l t i n g i n a 
lack of care for the ch i ldren. There 
were aJso adminis t ra t ive prob lems. 
This is why Ami ty wanted to help. 

T o d a y t h i n g s have c h a n g e d 
d ramat i ca l l y . A m i t y s p o n s o r e d a 
rehabi l i tat ion section at the orphan­
age, and seconded one A m e r i c a n -
tr^uned Hongkong therapist to get it 
going. This project exclusively served 
ch i ldren i n the orphanage, not self-
paying patients. Since the rehabi l i ­
t a t i on s e c t i on was set u p i n the 
o rphanage , the N a n j i n g R e h a b i l i ­
tat ion Center for D isab led Ch i l d r en 
has started to open their services to 

orphsin ch i ld ren also, something that 
h a d no t h a p p e n e d be fo re . The 
treatment of these ch i ld ren is paid 
for by d o n a t i o n s f r om some loca l 
organizat ions. 

In addi t ion to the rehabi l i tat ion 
sec t ion . A m i t y set up a volunteer 
p rog ram, ca l l ed the " G r a n d m o t h e r 
Progrcim," at the Nanj ing Orphanage. 
Fou r ret ired nurses and doctors from 
Nanj ing were sponsored by Amity to 
wo rk at the orphanage five days a 
week, t r a in ing staff a n d improv ing 
the care of the c h i l d r e n . These 
"grandmothers , " who were there on 
a day-to day b a s i s , have to ld me 
m a n y t i m e s h o w t h i n g s have 
i m p r o v e d at the o rphanage . (For 
more detai led reports about Amity 's 
invo lvement w i th Ch inese o rphan­
ages, see Ami ty Newsletter Nos. 19, 
20 , 25 and 30.) 

A m i t y h a s now t e rm ina t ed i ts 
a s s i s t a n c e for the o r p h a n a g e i n 
Neinjing, as there are now plenty of 
v o l u n t a r y w o r k e r s , as w e l l as 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s who 
r e g u l a r l y g ive d o n a t i o n s . M a n y 
famil ies have "adopted" chi ldren, that 
is they regulcirly tcike them out for 
short t r ips or mea l s , even though 
they cannot legally adopt them. 

O u r Graindmother Program, on 
the o t h e r h a n d , h a s now b e e n 
extended to four more orphanages; 
Y a n g z h o u , W u x i , C h a n g z h o u a n d 
Shangha i . 

A m i t y h a s a lso t r i ed to ra ise 
awareness of the orphanage situation 
a m o n g c h u r c h wo rke r s . S t u d e n t s 
f r o m the N a n j i n g T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary, organized by Amity, have 
v is i ted the Nanj ing orphanage, and 
have been encouraged to get involved 
i n orphanages i n the places where 
they wi l l be working as pastors. 

T h e A m i t y F o u n d a t i o n h a s 
Eilways bel ieved i n changing things 
by doing something about them. 

Nanjing 18 January 1996 

For more information, contact: 
Amity Foundation 
17 Da Jian Xiang, Nanjing, China 
210029 

Hurrum Rights Watch 
485 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor, New 
York, NY. 10017, U.S.A. 
E-mail: genaos^rw.org 
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New Books on W O M E N AND THE UN 
One of the positive outcomes from recent wor ld 

conferences organized by the U N is the weal th of 
in fo rmat ion presented i n s u c h ga ther ings . Often 
c ons c i e n t i ous l y o rgan i zed i n the form of books , 
conference proceedings serve as va luable tools for 
analysis and action. Examples of such are two current 
publications. 

The first one is the book Women and the United 
Nations: Reflections and New Horizons. Ed i t ed by 
F i l omena C. Steady a n d Remie Toure , th i s book 
addresses timely questions such as: How beneficial have 
U N programs been for women in the developing world? 
How must the U N change to make future programs more 
effective? What do the experiences of women working 
within the U N system tell us about the UN's commitment 
to gender equity? Compi led in this book are the papers 
and statements presented at the F o r u m of Women 
Professionals organized by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) in V ienna in May 
1995. The seminar was one of the activities that marked 
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the UN and also 
served as a preparatory activity for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women. 

The second book, also edited by Fi lomena C. Steady, 
Women and Children First: EntAronment, Poverty and 
Sustainable Development is an anthology of papers 
presented at the symposium "Women and Chi ldren First: 
The Impact of Poverty and Environmental Degradation 

WOMEN 
UN, r and the 

iim 
NATIONS 
Reflections and 
Nfw tioruans 

tdiledby 
FikMnJiM C. Steady and Remi. 

on Women and Chi ldren" 
he l d i n G e n e v a i n M a y 
1991. These essays were 
among the earliest subs­
tant i ve i n p u t s in to the 
po l icy cons ide ra t i ons of 
governments in prepara­
tion for the Earth Summit . 
They a l s o s e r v e d as 
lobbying tools for the incorporation of 
the needs, concerns and aspirations of 
women and chi ldren in Agenda 21 , the 
programme of action that came out of 
the Earth Summit . 

The book hopes to be able to enrich 
the discourse on the role of gender and 
age in the distribution, management and 
protection of natural resources. Moreover, it aims to 
highlight the importance of ensur ing a central role for 
women and chi ldren in policies and programs designed 
to promote sustainable development. 

To order copies of the books and for additional 
information, contact: 

Schenkman Books, Inc. 
118 Main Street 
Rochester, VT 05767 
Tel: (802) 767-3702 
Fax: (802) 767-9528 

F i l o m i n a C h i u m . i :>tejd\,i'r, 

A "cannot miss" resource on contemporary women in Japan! 

AMPO: Japan-Asia Quarterly Review (Vol.25 No.4-Vol.26-No1) 
The Women's Movement at a Crossroad: Looking toward Beijing 

Articles include: 
Issues for Japanese Feminism by Kanai voshiko 

Contemporary Women's Movement in Japan 
roundtable discussion with Kitazawa Yoko, Matsui Yayori, Ehara Yumiko, Nakajima U c h i k o , 

and Yunomae Tomoko 

Economic Development and Asian Women by Matsui Yoyori 

Ten Years under the Equal Employment Opportunity Law 
by Nakano Mami 

Government Policies toward Women by Hayashi Y O K O 

Military Sexual Slavery by Yamazaki Hiromi 

Lesbians and Sexual Self-Determinationby Hara Minako 

Plus much much more!! 

$14.00/copy for this issue or $28.00 for a one year subscription 

Pacific Asia Resource Center (PARC) j -
P.O.Box 5250, Tokyo International Post Office, Japan ! 

Tel 81-3-3291-5901 Fax 81-3-3292-2437 -
E-mail: PARC @ TW1CS.COM 
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ROSTITUTION 
T h e A s i a n R e a l i t y 

Ka n i t a K a r m h a , a D u t c h 
t o u r c o m p a n y , r e c e n t l y 
c i r c u l a t e d a b r o c h u r e 
t h a t d e s c r i b e d p r o s t i ­
t u t e s i n T h a i l a n d 
a s " l i t t l e s l a v e s w h o give 
l ^ r e a l T h a i w a r m t h . " 

T w o y e a r s a g o i n A u g u s t , t h e 
A u s t r i a n a i r l i n e , L a u d a A i r , r a n a 
m o c k p o s t c a r d i n i t s i n - f l i g h t 
m a g a z i n e t h a t f e a t u r e d a p i c t u r e of a 
y o u n g , s h i r t l e s s g i r l w i t h a c a p t i o n 
s a y i n g , " F r o m T h a i l a n d w i t h l o v e . " 
T h e b a c k o f t h e p o s t c a r d e x p l a i n e d 
t h a t t h e w r i t e r s d i d n ' t h a v e t i m e to 
s a y m u c h b e c a u s e " t h e t a r t s i n t h e 
B a n g k o k B a b y C l u b a r e w a i t i n g f o r 
u s . " 

C h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n i s n o t n e w . B u t 
t o d a y i t h a s a s s u m e d t h e p r o p o r t i o n s 
of a m u l t i b i l l i o n d o l l a r i n d u s t r y , w i t h 
c h i l d r e n b e i n g b o u g h t , s o l d a n d 
t r a d e d l i k e o t h e r m a s s - p r o d u c e d 
g o o d s . B r a z i l a l o n e h a s b e t w e e n 
2 5 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d r e n 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e x t r a d e , a n d a r e c e n t 
s t u d y c o n d u c t e d b y t h e B o g o t a 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e c o n c l u d e d t h a t 
t h e n u m b e r o f c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n t h e 
C o l o m b i a n c a p i t a l h a d n e a r l y t r i p l e d 
o v e r t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s . 

by Aaron Sacks 

B u t t h e c e n t r e o f t h e c h i l d s e x 
i n d u s t r y i s A s i a : c h i l d r e n ' s a d v o c a c y 
g r o u p s a s s e r t t h a t t h e r e a r e a b o u t 
6 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s , a b o u t 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n I n d i a a n d 
a b o u t 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n T h a i l a n d . M o s t o f t h e 
c h i l d r e n a r e g i r l s u n d e r 1 6 , t h o u g h 
t h e r e a re a few p a r t s of t h e w o r l d w h e r e 
b o y s a r e s o u g h t . F o r i n s t a n c e , a l m o s t 
a l l of S r i L a n k a ' s 2 0 , 0 0 0 to 3 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s a r e b o y s . 

EXPLOITERS 
A s t r o u b l i n g a s i t m a y s o u n d , t h e 

e x p l o s i o n o f t h e c h i l d s e x t r a d e c o m e s 
d o w n to two b a s i c m a r k e t forces : s u p p l y 
a n d d e m a n d . A g l o b a l s o c i e t y d e s t a b i ­
l i s e d b y t h e H I V / A I D S p a n d e m i c , 
e n v i r o n m e n t c d s t r e s s a n d t h e r a p i d l y 
w i d e n i n g g a p b e t w e e n t h e r i c h a n d t h e 
p o o r a r e p r o d u c i n g m o r e p o t e n t i a l 
e x p l o i t e r s o f t h e s e x i n d u s t i y . 

A n d t h e c r i m i n a l s e x t r a f f i c k e r s , 
j u s t l i k e o the r o p p o r t u n i s t i c m i d d l e m e n , 
h a v e s t e p p e d i n to t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e s i t u a t i o n w h i l e s o c i e t y h a s s i m p l y 
l o o k e d t h e o t h e r w a y . 

R u r a l p o v e r t y a n d p r e s s i n g s o c i o ­
e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s h a v e s e r v e d t o 
e x p a n d t h e p o t e n t i a l s u p p l y o f c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s . N o s t o r y i s m o r e 

w r e n c h i n g t h a n t h a t o f a c h i l d w h o 
h a s b e e n d e c e i v e d o r f o r c e d b y 
v i o l e n c e i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

B u t i t i s p e r h a p s e v e n m o r e t r a g i c 
w h e n p a r e n t s , w h o h a v e n o o t h e r 
c r i m i n a l d e a l i n g s , k n o w i n g l y offer t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n to s ex t ra f f i cke rs . W i t h o u t fa i th 
i n p o t e n t i a l e c o n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y for g i r l s , p a r e n t s see n o p o i n t 
i n t r a i n i n g t h e i r f e m a l e c h i l d r e n , e i the r 
a t h o m e o r a t s c h o o l . 

M a n y p a r e n t s c a n h a r d l y f e e d 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d f i n d i t n e a r l y 
i m p o s s i b l e to r e f u s e a c a s h p a y m e n t 
i n e x c h a n g e for o n e o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r s , 
w h o m t h e y o f t e n e x p e c t to c o m e b a c k 
a few y e a r s l a t e r i n f u l l h e a l t h a n d w i t h 
s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g s . 

In T h a i l a n d , e v e n p o o r , u n e d u c a t ­
e d v i l l a g e r s o f t en r e a l i s e t h a t a w o m a n 
i n t h e s e x i n d u s t r y , a s a s t u d y 
s p o n s o r e d b y the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a b o u r 
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( ILO) h a s s h o w n , c a n 
m a k e a b o u t 2 5 t i m e s a s m u c h a s s h e 
c o u l d i n a n y other o c cup a t i on open to her . 

T h e c a u s e s of r u r a l pover ty i n r e c en t 
t i m e s , aie e v e n m o r e d i s t r e s s i n g . A l o n g 
the b o r d e r s o f Tha i l and , B u i T n a , Laos a n d 
C h i n a , peop l e d e p e n d e d o n the forest for 
t h e i r s u b s i s t e n c e . B u t l o g g i n g 
p r o j e c t s , w h e t h e r l e g a l o r i l l e g a l , a n d 
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w h e t h e r i n i t i a t e d b y n a t i o n a l 
g o v e rnmen t s , m u l t i - l a t e r a l deve lop­
m e n t b a n k s , t i m b e r c o m p a n i e s or 
frontier squatters , have laiid waste the 
area 's h i l l s i d e s over the p a s t th r ee 
decades . B e c a u s e the T h a i g o ve rn ­
m e n t w a s i n v e s t i n g so h e a v i l y i n 
l o g g i n g a n d l a r g e - s c a l e e x p o r t 
a g r i c u l t u r e , it h a s to c u t b a c k on i ts 
soc ia l spend ing . The poor , w i th the i r 
l ivelihood deprived and socia l secur i ty 
w i t h d r a w n , h a d nowhere to go. 

M e a n w h i l e the d e m a n d for c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s w a s g r o w i n g . A 
m y t h o l o g i s i n g of v i r g i n i t y fue l l ed it 
a n d fear of H l V / A l D S h a s f u r t h e r 
in tens i f i ed it. S a d l y , the invo l v ement 
of ch i ldren in pros t i tut ion is mere ly 
f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e s p r e a d of t h e 
d i s e a s e — a n d i s r a p i d l y k i l l i n g 
t h e m . A c c o r d i n g to S a p h a s i t 
K o o m p r a h a n t , d i r e c t o r of t h e 
Chi ldren ' s Rights Protect ion Centre 
in T h a i l a n d , the H IV in fect ion rate 
a m o n g T h a i c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s is 
now Eilmost 50 percent . 

W h e n bro the l owners d iscover 
tha t one of t h e i r g i r l s h a s the 
deadly d isease , they u s u a l l y s e n d 
he r s t r a i g h t b a c k to h e r h o m e 
v i l lage . O n c e the re , she gets c u t 
off from med i ca l care. A n d because 
s u c h c o m m u n i t i e s h a v e l i t t l e 
experience w i th HIV, the v i rus m a y 
end up spread ing even further. C h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n i s o n e of t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t forces d r i v i n g H I V / A I D S 
f rom i ts u r b a n c en t r e s ou t to r u r a l 
a r eas , w h i c h are s t i l l h o m e to a b o u t 
65 percent of the deve l op ing wo r l d ' s 
popula t i ons . 

In 1 9 6 7 , w h e n the U S g o v e r n ­
m e n t , e n t r e n c h e d i n the V i e t n a m 
W a r , s i gned a t r ea t y w i t h T h a i l a n d 
enab l ing U S so ld i e rs to come ashore 
for R & R (Rest a n d Relaixation), a new 
era d a w n e d , whe r e the sex i n d u s t r y 
go t w h a t a m o u n t e d to o f f i c i a l 
sanct ion . 

L e s s t h a n a d e c a d e l a t e r , 
T h a i l a n d h a d m o r e t h a n 2 0 , 0 0 0 
b r o t h e l s a n d o t h e r s e x - i n d u s t r y 
establishments. The hyped mythology 
of the young , submiss i v e g ir ls wa i t ing 
for wealthy tourists i n sul t ry southeast 
A s i a was m a k i n g i ts way a r o u n d the 
world. 

Three y ea rs ago, the J a p a n e s e 
F o u n d a t i o n for A I D S p reven t i on , a n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e 

J a p a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t , l a u n c h e d a 
h igh-pro f i l e pos ter c a m p a i g n . T h e i r 
c e n t r a l i m a g e w a s of a m i d d l e - a g e d 
m a n w e a r i n g a b u s i n e s s s u i t , 
g r inn ing , a n d d isp lay ing h i s passport . 
T h e c a p t i o n r e a d : " H a v e a n i c e t r i p ! 
B u t b e c a r e f u l o f A I D S . " T h e 
a s s u m p t i o n s i m p l i c i t i n t h i s pos t e r 
po in t to the ma jor factor b e h i n d the 
i n c r e a s e i n d e m a n d f o r c h i l d 
p ros t i tu tes : sex t o u r i s m . 

W h e n chal lenged, the F o u n d a t i o n 
j u s t i f i e d i t s c a m p a i g n as a r ea l i t y 
c h e c k , c i t i n g the s t a t i s t i c t ha t , 60 
p e r c e n t of J a p a n e s e m e n w h o 
cont rac ted HIV th rough he te rosexua l 
sex d id so overseas. B u t the language 

Rural poverty and 
pressing socio­

economic conditions 
have served to expand 
the potential supply of 

child prostitutes. 

a n a l l - o u t e f fo r t to a t t r a c t r i ch 
f o r e i gne rs to the c o u n t r y ' s var ious 
t o u r i s t f a c i l i t i e s . A f t e r a l l , US 
s p e n d i n g o n R & R q u a d r u p l e d 
be tween 1967 a n d 1970 , f rom about 
$ 5 b i l l i o n to $ 2 0 b i l l i o n . 

B y 1 9 7 5 , T h a i l a n d , w i th the help 
of W o r l d B a n k e c o n o m i s t s , had 
i n s t i t u t e d a N a t i o n a l P l a n of Tourist 
D e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h s p e c i a l l y 
underwro te the sex indus t ry . The new 
p lan basical ly j u s t buttressed the 1966 
Ente r ta inment P l a ces^c t , the national 
l a w t h a t h a d m a d e p o s s i b l e the 
internat iona l R & R treaty. 

W i t h o u t d i r e c t l y l e g a l i s i n g 
p r o s t i t u t i o n , t h e A c t r e f e r r e d 

r e p e a t e d l y to t h e " p e r s o n a l 
serv ices " sector. A c co rd ing to Thai 
f emin i s t , S u k y a n a H a n t r a k u l , the 
law "was enac ted to pave the way 
for w h o r e h o u s e s to be legalised in 
the guise of massage par lours , bars, 
n i gh tc lubs , t eahouses , etc." 

of the c a p t i o n , i n the n a m e of A I D S 
p r e v e n t i o n , c o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d as 
endors ing exploitative sexua l behavior 
a n d g iv ing sanct ion to those b u s i n e s s 
a n d t rave l agenc ies that a r range sex 
t o u r s i n p o o r e r c o u n t r i e s l i k e 
Thg i i land, Ph i l i pp ine s a n d S r i L a n k a . 

" R i c h t our i s t s , " a c co rd ing to E l l i s 
S h e n k , the d i r e c t o r of the New Y o r k 
breinch of the Internationad Campai ign 
to E n d C h i l d P r o s t i t u t i o n i n A s i a n 
T o u r i s m (ECPAT) , "have reahsed that 
h u m a n life i s c h e a p e r i n the T h i r d 
Wor ld " . 

ENCOURAGE 
The F i r s t W o r l d even went so far 

as to e n c o u r a g e c o u n t r i e s l i k e 
T h a i l a n d to develop the ir sex t o u r i s m 
i n d u s t r i e s — a l t h o u g h no t qu i t e so 
expl ic i t ly . 

In 1 9 7 1 , Robe r t M c N a m a r a , the 
pres ident of the W o r l d B a n k , w i thou t 
s p e c i f i c a l l y m e n t i o n i n g t h e s e x 
i n d u s t r y , u r g e d T h a i l a n d to 
s u p p l e m e n t i ts expor t act iv i t i es w i t h 

EMBEDDED 
Of course , ch i l d prost i tut ion in 

A s i a is not complete ly governed by 
the p o l i t i c s a n d e c o n o m i c s of sex 
t o u r i s m — i t i s a l s o d e e p l y 
e m b e d d e d i n m a n y l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l cu l tu r e s . 

In T h a i l a n d f o r i n s t a n c e , 
a c c o r d i n g to H a r v a r d researcher 

H n i n H n i n Pyne, 75 percent of a l l men 
have h a d sex w i t h a p ros t i tu t e . And 
on the bo rde r be tween M a h a r a s h t r a 
a n d K a r n a t a k a i n Ind i a , bel ievers in 
the H i n d u i s t d e v a d a s i s y s t e m , who 
today n u m b e r in the thousands , have 
been d e d i c a t i n g the i r daugh t e r s to a 
r e l i g i o u s l y s a n c t i o n e d l i f e of 
p r o s t i t u t i o n f o r w e l l o v e r a 
m i l l e n n i u m . 

In the 1 9 9 0 s , however , the child 
s e x i n d u s t r y i s no l o n g e r j u s t a 
s h a m e f u l r e m i n d e r of the c r i m i n a l 
e l ement l u r k i n g b e n e a t h the surface 
of every c i v i l i z a t i o n . It p o i n t s to a 
f u n d a m e n t a l in jus t i ce i n the current 
m a t e r i a l i s t w o r l d o r d e r — a global 
w i l l i ngness to sacr i f ice society 's most 
v u l n e r a b l e m e m b e r s for the sake of 
o t h e r ' s e c o n o m i c a n d s e x u a l 
g r a t i f i c a t i o n . We are qu i t e l i teral ly 
mor tgag ing ou r future . 

Reprinted from Utusan Konsumer, 
February 1996 
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The Last vJ.Years 
Excerpts from "The Women's Movement in Sri Lanka 1985-95: A Glance 
Back Over Ten Years" give women the world over valuable insights. 

S
ome say tha t the 
w o m e n ' s 
m o v e m e n t i n S r i 
L a n k a i s de funct . 
T h e y b a s e t h e i r 
j udgemen t o n the 
c o n t r a s t b e twe e n 

the a c t i v i s m of the women ' s 
movement i n S r i L a n k a i n the 
1970s a n d early 1980s. B u t to 
say that the women's movement 
i s n o w ext inct i s to make a n 
inaccurate statement. Rather 
t han be ing defunct or even i n 
decline, the women's movement 
i n Sr i L a n k a has expanded from 
the act ions of sma l l groups to a 
nationally recognized movement. 

F e m i n i s m , once a taboo 
w o r d a n d d i s m i s s e d a s a 
dangerous trend copied from the 
W e s t , h a s b e c o m e b r o a d l y 
a c c e p t e d . T h e deba t e h a s 
m o v e d o n f r om d i s c u s s i o n s 
about whe ther f em in i sm is a 
foreign ideology to the nature of 
equal i ty a n d difference, to the 
role of the state a n d jud i c i a r y 
a n d to the need for chang ing 
l aws a n d s t r u c t u r e s as they 
af fect w o m e n ' s l i v e s . T h e 
movement h a s entered a new 
p h a s e o f c a m p a i g n i n g a n d 
lobby ing for po l icy changes. 

THE SHIFT TO RESEARCH 
The s logans " a c t i on " a n d 

" consc i ousness r a i s ing " were 
popular among feminists i n the 
1970s, a n d r esearch was t h e n 
cons idered to be " ivory tower" 
or "el i te" p reoccupat ions . B u t 
i n the 1980s a n d 1990s, not 
on ly w a s there a c o n s c i o u s 
shift to research bu t there were 
also important moves to expose 
the male b ias i n r esearch a n d 
promote Women ' s S tud i e s as 
a n academic d i sc ip l ine . 

There were debates o n th is 
i ssue . Some argued that every 
d i sc ip l ine taught s h o u l d have 
a women ' s c omponen t wh i l e 
o t h e r s felt t h a t a s e p a r a t e 
course o n W o m e n ' s S t u d i e s 
w a s n e e d e d . M a n y l o c a l 
w o m e n d u r i n g the 1980s h a d 
f o l l owed c o u r s e s a b r o a d i n 
Women 's Studies , especial ly at 
the Inst i tute of Soc ia l S tud i e s 
(ISS) i n the H a g u e a n d the 
I n s t i t u t e for D e v e l o p m e n t 
S t u d i e s ( IDS) i n S u s s e x . 
Moreover , l o c a l s t u d e n t s at 
f o r e i g n u n i v e r s i t i e s w e r e 
in f luenced by feminist move­
men t s a n d by programmes of 
s t u d y w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 
f e m i n i s t c o m p o n e n t . T h e 

r e s u l t w a s t h e w e l c o m e 
appearance i n recent years of 
y o u n g feminis t s cho la rs do ing 
r esearch o n gender. 

Several women 's research 
organizat ions were formed i n 
the 1980s, i nc lud ing the Centre 
for Women's Research (CENWOR) 
i n 1984, the Women's Educat ion 
and Research Centre (WERC) i n 
1992, a n d the M u s l i m Women's 
R e s e a r c h a n d A c t i o n F o r u m 
(MWRAF) w h i c h was revived i n 
1986. 

O t h e r n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , s u c h as the 
Internat ional Centre for Ethn ic 
Studies (ICES), Social Scientists' 
Associat ion (SSi'^, the Centre for 
Society a n d Rel ig ion (CSR) and 
many others, have also done 
research on gender issues. The 
result has been a large number 
of valuable s tudies o n women 
covering a wide range of issues. 
M o r e o v e r , C E N W O R h a s 
o r g a n i z e d f o u r N a t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n s o n W o m e n ' s 
S t u d i e s b e t w e e n 1989 a n d 
1994, providing opportunit ies 
for loca l researchers to present 
thefr research. 
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WOMEN'S STUDIES 
One major deve lopment i n 

t h i s a r e a h a s b e e n t h e 
launch ing i n 1991 of a Master 's 
P r o g r a m m e i n W o m e n ' s 
S tud ies by the Pos t -Graduate 
Inst i tute of the Un ive rs i t y of 
Colombo. Prev ious to th i s , at 
an informal level, a few courses 
for women were c onduc t ed by 
w o m e n ' s g r o u p s a n d o t h e r 
non-government groups . The 
M a s t e r ' s P r o ­
g r a m m e o f t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y i s 
divided into course 
w o r k a n d a 
d i s s e r t a t i o n . 
F em in i s t s cho l a r s 
t each course u n i t s 
i n M e t h o d o l o g y , 
W o m e n a n d Deve­
l o p m e n t , W o m e n 
a n d Law, W o m e n 
a n d Ideology, a n d 
S t r a t e g i e s for 
Change. E a c h year 
a r o u n d 20 w o m e n 
a n d m e n h a v e 
followed the course 
for w h i c h there i s 
now a good demand . 

Al l these have h a d 
i m p o r t a n t 
consequences for 
S r i L a n k a n 
scholarship. The 
a b s e n c e o f 

gender awareness i n the work 
of t he m o s t p r o m i n e n t S r i 
L a n k a n male scholars at home 
and abroad a n d the con t inu ing 
chauv in i sm and sex i sm among 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e a c a d e m i c 
c o m m u n i t y i s n o w b e i n g 
ser iously chal lenged. 

Moreover, these "gender 
sens i t i z ing" prograrmnes have 
b e e n l a u n c h e d b y w o m e n ' s 
g roups s u c h as C E N W O R a n d 
W E R C w h i c h target organiza­
t ions of bo th m e n a n d w o m e n 
i n var ious sectors. Part ic ipants 
to these programmes are made 

aware of women ' s s u b o r d i n a ­
t i on i n society a n d the need for 
change. 

WOMEN'S HISTORY 
A n impor tant t r end of the 

decade has been the interest i n 
deta i l ed r esearch o n women 's 
h is tory . These s tud i es were 
p rompted by the accusa t i on 
that f e m i n i s m was a fore ign 
ideology imposed by the West. 

To say that the 
women's movement 
in Sri Lanka is now 
extinct is to make an 
inaccurate statement. 

Those active i n the women ' s 
movement i n the 1970s were 
k e e n o n k n o w i n g i f there were 
earl ier women's protests about 
the i r subord inate s ta tus a n d 
s t r u g g l e s for e q u a l r i g h t s . 
R e s e a r c h r e v e a l e d a " l o s t 
h i s t o r y of women ' s achieve­
m e n t s a n d res is tance w h i c h 
h a d been bypassed or i gnored 
b y b o t h l o c a l a n d f o r e i g n 
scholars . 

The G e n d e r U n i t of the 
Social Scientists 'Association, i n 
a project to retrieve women 's 
h i s t o r y , h a s u n e a r t h e d a 
veritable archive on th is topic 
covering the last 150 years. A s 
a r e s u l t of a l l the r e s e a r c h 
u n d e r t a k e n by w o m e n a n d 
women's groups, S r i L a n k a has 
no w a n impressive number of 
books, pamphlets, and journa ls 

i n S inha l a , Tam i l a n d Eng l i sh , 
w h i c h he lp to keep women ' s 
i ssues before the pub l i c . 

T h e f a c t t h a t w o m e n ' s 
l i teracy i s very h i gh—near l y 83 
percent—helps spread ideas on 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s . N a t i o n a l 
n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s 
h a v e b e e n i n c r e a s i n g l y 
c o v e r i n g f e m i n i s m a n d 
women 's r ights , despite some 
s ex i sm i n the media . E v e n the 

w o m e n ' s 
magaz ines , w h i c h 
highl ight the u s u a l 
" feminine" themes, 
n o w o c c a s i o n a l l y 
h a v e i m p o r t a n t 
ar t i c l es a n d inter ­
v iews o n femin is t 
ideo logy a n d wo­
m e n ' s a c t i v i s m . 
T h e c u r r e n t wo ­
m e n ' s j o u r n a l s 
w h i c h cover femi­
n i s t i s sues inc lude 
Nivedini (hy WERC); 
Voice of Women; 
Options (by t h e 
W o m e n and Media) 
a n d Da Bidu ( i n 

S i n h a l a by the J a e l a Women ' s 
Centre). 

Source: Sthree Prabodha, 
newsletter of the Centre for 
Women's Research, August, 1995 
Vol. 7 No. 1 & 2. 
Address: 12 1/1, Ascot Avenue, 
Colombo 5, Sri Lanka 

78 Women in Action No. 1,1996 



HEALTH UPDATES 

is f o r e s t i o n s 
By Vinia M. Datinguinoo 

i 
u l i e t i s 25 a n d has four 
children one year apart, had 
kids early, and after the fourth 
c h i l d k n e w she and her 
husband could not afford one 
more. Once she tried taking 
pi l ls but it made her forget 
things, so she stopped. 

In late 1993, a worker from 
the local family planning clinic 
came and told her about a new 
method of sterilization that was 
permanent, free, and most of 
all, did not require her to be 
cut up. 

Her husband's consent was 
sought. Three days later, Juliet 
came to the health center to be 
sterilized. The doctor explained 
how it works: pellets of a drug 
c a l l e d q u i n a c r i n e w i l l be 
inserted into her uterus; she 
wil l return the next month for 
the next dosage, and the next 
for the third; the drug wiU close 
her tubes; she wil l never get 
pregnant again. She might feel 
a l i t t le nauseous after the 
procedure, said the doctor, but 
she should be alright. Jul iet 
k n e w t h i s was what she 
wanted, so she signed the 
consent form and lay down to 
be treated. 

Over ayear later, JuUet has 
never gotten pregnant again, 
and is happy she decided to get 
sterilized when she did. 

What Juliet doesn't know— 
and what her doctors have not 
told her—is that the sterilization 
method she had undergone has 
been the subject of debate 
abroad for the past several 
years. The Wor ld Hea l th 
Organization (WHO) itself has 
never recommended it, even 
after over two decades of 
research by its proponents. 

Juliet 's sterilization is part 
of a set of clinical trials being 
done to study the possibility of 
introducing in the Philippines 
a new method of nonsurgical 
female sterilization that uses the 
antimalarial drug quinacrine. 
When inserted into the uterus, 
the drug closes the woman'-s 
Fallopian tubes. 

The ongoing clinical trials 
a im to test 600 women by 
January 1996. Proponents say 
the qu inac r i n e me thod i s 
cheaper, easier to administer, 
and is as safe and effective as 
surgical sterilization. It wil l 
provide women with one more 
good choice, they say. 

B u t other sec tors are 
sounding the alarm. Women's 
groups, as well as other family 
planning providers both here 
a n d abroad , say severa l 
questions on both quinacrine's 
safety and efficacy remain 
unsolved. They question the 

80,000 Pregnancy 
Deaths Unlisted 
by Diana G. Mendoza 

Deaths due to pregnancy \ 
worldwide have been substan­
t ia l ly underest imated, w i th 
nea r l y 80 ,000 more s u c h 
deaths per year than what has 
been previously reported, said 
a major study by the World 
Heal th Organizat ion (WHO) 
a n d the U n i t e d Na t i ons 
ChUdren's Fund (Unicef). 

Accord ing to the study 
some 585,000 maternal deaths 
occur yearly, 99 percent of 
them in developing countries. 

More than half (55 percent) 
of these pregnancy-related 
deaths occur i n Asia, which 
also accounts for 61 percent of 
the world's births. 

Africa, which takes up 20 
percent of the world's births, 
also accounts for 40 percent of 
all maternal deaths. 

In contrast, progressive 
countr ies have less than 1 
percent of total maternal deaths 
and an almost reasonable 
number of births at 11 percent. 

Dr. Susan Hoick of the WHO 
Reproductive Program said 
"ma t e rna l morta l i ty is a 
particularly sensitive indicator 
of inequity." 

"Maternal mortality offers 
a l i tmus test of the status of 
women, their access to health 
care and the adequacy of the 
health care system in respond­
ing to their needs," she said. 

The WHO sa id it i s 
extremely difficult to assess 
level of maternal mortality. 
Maternal deaths tend to be 
unde r r epo r t ed even i n 
developed countries with vital 
registration systems. 

Few countries covint births 
and deaths; even fewer register 

>80 
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the cause of deaths; and fewer 
st i l l systematically note the 
pregnancy status on the death 
form. 

The new estimates were 
developed by adjusting availa­
ble country figures to account 

e th ics of doctors who are 
administering drugs without 
w a r n i n g women about i t s 
possible side-effects. They urge 
that clinical trials be paused, 
existing literature be evaluated, 
and gaps on toxicity issues be 
filled. 

W H O ' S Special Program on 
Human Reproduction considers 
the evidence on the method's 
safety and efi&cacy "inadequate". 
Its position is that no clinical 
trials are even "justified" unless 
these questions are answered by 
a complete toxicological evalua­
tion of the drug and the method. 

In 1991, WHO 'S Toxicology 

Panel recommended that the 
study of quinacrine pellets for 
female s ter i l i za t ion not be 
pursued. The Panel said the 
toxicological data concerning 
the method was unsatisfactoiy," 
and that " f u l l , c l a s s i c a l " 
tox ico log ica l t es t ing was 
reqxiired before the compound 
c o u l d be u s e d for female 
sterilization. 

Such tests are at present 
be ing done i n the U n i t e d 
States, according to WHO's 
Human Reproduction Unit. 

But Dr. Rafael Esmundo, 
coordinator of the Quinacrine 
or Q S tudy here i n the 
Philippines, is convinced there 
is nothing more to prove as far 
as the method's safety and 
efficacy are concerned. "It is 

safe. This is no different from 
what is used for malaria. Yun 
nga iniinom pa e, ito sa uterus 
lang (That one is even taken 
orally. This just goes to the 
uterus)." The objective, he 
says, "is really to find out how 
best to introduce it here." 

He d i s m i s s e s t ox i c i t y 
ques t i ons from others as 
"common sensical." "We have 
been taking oral quinacrine, so 
what else is there to test if it is 
placed inside the uterus and is 
absorbed? Common sense." 

First used for malaria i n 
the 1920s, oral quinacrine has 
been found toxic when given in 

large doses. S ide effects 
assoc iated w i th i t inc lude 
central nervous system excita­
tion, sk in rashes, dizziness, 
headaches, and rarely, aplastic 
anemia. When chloroquine 
became available, the use of 
quinacrine for malaria declined. 

Quinacrine scars tissues, 
and it is this property that 
attracted researchers to i ts 
potential for permanent tubal 
sterilization. Its l iquid form 
was first used i n Chile i n the 
1960s by researchers of the 
Family Health International, a 
U.S.-based family p lanning 
organization involved with the 
development of contraceptive 
technologies. 

But the l iqu id form was 
assoc ia t ed w i t h " in t ense 

for underreporting and using a 
s imple mode l to generate 
estimates for countries with no 
data or where there is concern 
about the adequacy of officially 
reported estimates. 
Source: Today, February 27, 
1996 

lUD Not First 
Choice For 
Young, Never 
Pregnant Women 
by Barbara Barnett 

Young women and women 
who have not yet had children 
can generally use intrauterine 
devices (lUDs), but providers 
should be cautious. Because 
these groups face increased 
r i sk of l U D expu l s i on and 
pelvic inflammatory disease 
(PID), the lUD generally is not 
r ecommended as the f irst 
method of choice. 

For adolescents who need 
family planning, the lUD does 
have distinct advantages: It is 
nonhormona l and requires 
m i n i m a l c omp l i ance after 
insertion. The risks of infertility, 
however, should be considered 
before recommending th is 
method to younger women. 

"Age by i tse l f is not a 
contraindication for lUD use," 
says Dr. Roberto Rivera, FHI's 
corporate director of interna­
tional medical afiatrs. "There is 
no biological reason to say a 
young woman is at higher risk 
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The W o r l d Hea l th Organ iza t ion 
( W H O ) i t se l f has N E V E R 
r ecommended qu inacr ine , even 
after over two decades of research 
by its proponents. 
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than an older woman. An older 
woman and younger woman 
with the same sexual behavior 
have the same risks." 

While there is no medical 
rationale against lUD use by 
ado lescents , demographic 
s tud i e s show that women 
under age 25 have a higher 
incidence of sexually transmitted 

mental irritability" and three 
deaths. Researchers then 
switched to the peUet form, 
which has since been tried on 
at least 80,000 women in 13 
countries: Bangladesh, China, 
Cos ta Rica, Croatia, Egypt, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Pakistan, 
Venezuela, Chile, Vietnam, and 
the Philippines. Vietnam is 
considered the biggest trial field 
so far, with over 31,000 women 
having undergone insertions by 
end-1992, begimiingin 1989. 

The Philippine quinacrine 
c l in i ca l tr ia ls began i n late 
1993, after Esmundo came 
back from a family planners' 

meeting i n China. He set up 
the Q Study with the help of 
the International Federation for 
Family Health and the Center 
for Research on Population and 
Secur i t y , two U .S . -based 
organizations involved with the 
development of contraceptive 
technology. These groups are 
f u n d i n g the s tudy w i t h a 
$10,000 grant. 

Esmundo is special adviser 
to the hea l th secretary on 
mat t e rs r e la t ed to l o ca l 
governments. The Q study, 
however, is ofiBciaily a project of 
the Movement for Development 
and Prosperity Foundation, a 
non-govemmental organization 
(NGO) created by Esmundo in 
the 1970s. 

The other investigators are 
Drs. Virgilio Oblepias of the 

Mary Johnston Fertility Care 
Center, IvaAnastacio of Makati 
City's family planning unit, and 
Roger Ramones of the 
Ramones Medical and Surgical 
Hospital. Al l fovir are reputable 
gyneco log is ts and fami ly 
planning providers. 

Dr. Anastacio, for instance, 
is head of Maka t i ' s family 
p l a n n i n g c l i n i c . She was 
founder of the NGO, Family 
Plaiming Organization of the 
Philippines, and was president 
of the P h i l i p p i n e M e d i c a l 
Women's Association. 

Anastacio has been getting 
an average of one patient per 

week for the 
Q Study . 
"It's free, it's 
simple, and 
they do not 
want to be 
cut up." She 
says she has 
not received 
any serious 
compla in ts 
from patients 
so far, except 

for a common experience of 
yellowish discharge. She says 
some of the quinacrine is expelled. 
On her logbook, one patient was 
said to have had "mental stress" 
after the first insertion. This 
patient must have had that 
condition before, says the doctor. 

Anastacio says she is not 
aware of the controversy over 
the quinacrine method, neither 
of the WHO recommendations 
nor the posit ions taken by 
other local and international 
organizations. "The important 
thing is that we haven't expe­
rienced anything bad so far," 
she says. 

Doctors at the Jose Fabella 
Memorial Hospital, the health 
department's clinical arm, were 
also approached by Esmundo for 
the study. But they declined to 

diseases (STDs)than older 
women, v^o are more likely to 
be married or living in union. 
Younge r w o m e n are not 
biologically more susceptible to 
STDs; however, Ufestyles and 
sexual partners, may put them 
at greater risk. 

For the majority of l U D 
users, fertility typically returns 
immediately or soon after the 
device i s removed , and 
duration of use does not appear 
to affect a woman's ability to 
conceive. One study i n New 
Zealand found that within 48 
months of lUD removal, 91.5 
percent of women, who had 
never before been pregnant, 
had conce ived, whi le 95.7 
percent of those who had been 
pregnant before lUD use had 
conceived. 

Family planning providers 
should help clients understand 
how contraceptive use may affect 
their risks of PID and their future 
fertility. Inspite of r isks of 
infertility to young women and 
nulHparous women, the decision 
about which method to use 
ultimately should be made by 
the woman. 

Source: Network Family Health 
International, Winter 1996 Vol. 
16 No. 2, p. 13 

Q u i n a c r i n e scars t issues, 
and it is this property that 
attracted researchers to its 
p o t e n t i a l for p e r m a n e n t 
tuba l s te r i l i za t ion . 
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join the clinical trials because of 
reservations on both the study 
design and the drug's toxicity. 

"We suggested that there be 
two insertions instead of three," 
says Dr. Rebecca Ramos, chief 
of FabeUa's WHO collaborating 
center. They also thought a test 
shovild be made on the patient 
after two insertions to see if the 
tubes have been closed. The Q 
Study's design involves three 
inse r t i ons , and no tests. 
Reasons E s m u n d o : "Mas 
matipid ito (This i s more 
economical)." 

The Bureau of Food and 
Drugs (BFD) , meanwhile, says 
Esmundo 's group "deviated 
from standard procedures" in 
the conduct of the c l i n i ca l 
studies. The group did not first 
seek B E A D ' S approval, says 
bureau director Dr. Qu in t in 
K i n t a n a r . C l i n i c a l t r i a l 
proponents have to submit an 
appUcation to the B E A D . The 
bureau then either approves or 
denies the application through 
evaluation of the reliability of 
the investigators, the design of 
the protocol, and the absence 
or presence of " u n u s u a l 
hazard" for the subject. 

Esmundo says he wrote 
Kintanar to inform h im of the 
qviinacrine study plans and ask 
him of regulations they needed 
to follow. He showed PCIJ a 
copy of the letter. But it doesn't 
show it as received by B E A D 
because, accordiiig to Esmundo, 
the letter was mailed and not 
hand-delivered. 

Still, some think there is an 
ethical case to be made against 
doctors engaging i n c l in ica l 
trials of quinacrine, when the 
WHO has said such studies 
were "not justified." 

"WHO ' S pos i t ion shou ld 
serve as guidelines," says Dr. 
Sylvia Estrada Claudio of the 
women's group G A B R I E L A , 

espec ia l l y because W H O ' s 
r ese rva t i ons c o n c e r n the 
toxicity of the drug in question. 

Claudio also thinks private 
medical practitioners should 
keep abreast of developments 
in their field, and keep tabs of 
controversial discussions such 
as those on quinacrine. 

Princess Nemenzo of the 
NGO WomanHealth wants the 
c l in ica l trials stopped. She 
says she is alarmed because 
the quinacrine trials are being 
done on women, " in a clandes­
tine manner." Nemenzo also 
says the WHO's word should be 
fol lowed as "p rocedura l 
guidelines." 

Esmundo disagrees. The 
only ethical consideration he 
and his team have, he says, is 
ensuring that the patient is 
a l lowed informed consent. 
"What my patient and I have 
agreed upon is A\^t 's important," 
he says, "and not what the WHO 
dictates. The oath that I took is 
with my patient." 

Ne i ther does Esmundo 
accept as official the position of 
the WHO Special Program on 
Human Reproduction. "The 
supposed WHO posit ion on 
quinacrine was issued by one 
adviser , and not by the 
organization." 

The WHO itself refuses to 
say whether the clinical trials 
are u n e t h i c a l despi te i t s 
p o s i t i o n . "That i s best 
answered by P h i l i p p i n e 
author i t i es rather than by 
W H O , " says Dr . G iuseppe 
Benagiano, chief of WHO's 
Special Program on Research, 
Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduc­
tion. 

BEAD'S Dr. Quintin Kintanar 
thinks the same. "They are 
professionals, they are licensed. 
It's an old drug already approved 
for marketing, and they can use 

it in the way they see fit." 
Manila-based WHO con­

sultant Dr. Marilen Danguilan 
asks as well: "Why should the 
WHO keep these doctors from 
performing the tests?" What 
is more important, she says, is 
ensuring that "the woman's 
r ights are not violated, her 
body not t ramp led u p o n . " 
D a n g u i l a n sugges ts tha t 
women be "open to technology, 
and see that it could further 
our interests." 

But JuUet was not subject 
to a thorough physical exam 
before the procedure, contrary 
to what her doctor told PCIJ. 
"Nothing, I was just asked if I 
had pains during my period or 
with giving birth." 

And JuUet never knew the 
method was sti l l on trial. "No 
one s a i d it was j u s t an 
experiment," she says. "I was 
just told it was free, I was not 
going into surgery, I would not 
be hospitalized." 

Nor was she told of the 
method 's poss ib le fa i lure , 
including the risk of ectopic 
pregnancy. She laughs: "Pero 
wala namang nangyaring 
ganon. Basta Hindi na ako 
kinakabahan ngayon na baka 
mabuntis pa ako ulit. (But 
nothing like that happened. 
The important thing is now I 
have no worries that I wil l ever 
get pregnant again)." 

Reprinted with permission from 
i, The Investigative Reporting 
Magazine, Vol. 1 No. 3, July-
September 1995, pp. 35-38 
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QUESTIONABLE 
COMPATIBILITY 

Trade Liberalization 
& Food Security 

Susan George 

A Publication of IsisI 

SUSAN GEORGE 
MARILEE KARL 
MARIA MIES AND 
VAN DANA SHIVA 

Four w o m e n of the 
sharpest ana lyses anc 
insights 

Four wr i t ings on gender 
and food secur i ty 

sis In te rnat iona l -Mani la ' s 
contribution to the 
"orthcoming Wor l d Food 
Summit 

MONOGRAPH TITLES 
Questionable Compatibility: Trade 
Liberalization and Food Security by Susan 
George 
A Breakdown in Relations: Women, Food 
Security and Trade by Maria Mies 
Caliber of Destruction: Globalization, Food 
Security and Women's Livelihoods by Vandano 
Shiva 
Inseparable: The Crucial Role of Women in 
Food Security by Marilee Karl 

ALSO: 
FOOD SECURITY INFOPACK (a collection of materials 
from the library and resource center of Isis 
International-Manila) 

A set of four monographs only for US$ 10.00 inclusive of postage. Place your orders at PO Box 
1837, Quezon City Main, Quezon City 1100, Philippines or Isis@Phil.gn.apc.org or call (632) 

411 1526,411 1527 


