
• nurses who were part of a vac
c i n a t i o n br igade were a m 
bushed and raped by 25 heavily 
a rmed men as they were re
t u r n i n g to S a n C r i s t o b a l . 
Rocks blocking the road forced 
the nurses to stop and get out 
of their vehicle to remove the 
barriers. They were ambushed 
by 25 heavily armed men who 
raped them. One woman suf
fered a broken pelv is and the 
lone woman who was not raped 
suffered n ine c a r d i a c a r r e s t s 
and continues to be hospita l
ized. 

After the assau l t on 
her, Ceci l ia Rodriguez 
he ld a p ress confer
ence in Mex i co C i t y to 
denounce the violence. S i 
multaneous with Rodriguez's 
press conference, women in E l 
Paso, Texas, San Francisco and 
C h i c a g o were a l so h o l d i n g 
press conferences to denounce 
the violence. 

But the media in Mexico and 
in the U .S . have not g iven it 
m u c h coverage a n d even the 
L.A. Times w h i c h cove red a 
press conference g iven by 
Rodr iguez in Los Ange l es de
cided not to print the story. 

The Mexican government is 
not p u r s u i n g these cases ac
tively and the med i a for the 
most part is silent on the vio
lence that is being perpetuated 
aga inst the women . The U .S . 
media who extensively covered 
Mex i co ' s p r e s u m e d e conomic 
growth pr ior to the economic 
bust IS not pr int ing the stories 
of the violence in Chiapas , and 
in particular the violence against 
women by the Mexican military. 

Letters to Mex i can off icials 
to support the women and de
nounce these cases of violence 
against the women of C h i a p a s 
are being requested from read
ers. Send letters or faxes to: 

C. Lie. Ernesto Zedillo 
Presidente de Mexico 
Residencia Oficial de Los Pinos 
Puerta #i 
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec 
Mexico, D.F. 
Fax: 
(011-52-5) 271-1774 or 271-1764 

C. Lie. Emilio Chauyffet 
Secretario de Gobemacion 
Bucareli #99 
Col. Juarez, Mexico, D.F. 
Fax: (011-52-5) 546-5350 or 546-

7380 

Julio Cesar Ferro 
Gubernador Interino 
de Chiapas 

la Avenida Norte 
Oriente It456 

29000 Tuxtla Gutierrez, 
Chiapas 

Fax: (011-52-967) 2-09-17 or 3-50-
22 

Ambassador 
Embassy of the United States 
Paseo de la Reforma #305 
Col. Anzures CP. 06550 
Fax: (011-52-5) 208-3373 

Fax copies of your letters 
to 0 1 1 - 5 2 - 9 6 7 so the w o m e n 
who have been raped wil l know 
t h a t they are not l a c k i n g in 
suppor t . 

(Editor's Note: On February 1, 
1996, Isis received a response 

from the Comision Nacional de 
Derechos Humanos (National 
Coniission on Human Rights) to our 
letters of inquiry. The Commission 
reports that they have been made 
aware of Ceciia Rodriguez and are 
waiting for responses from offi
cials investigating the rape in the 
state of Chiapas.I 

• 
H A I R - C U T T I N G Z E A L O T S P R E Y 

ON M U S L I M G I R L S 

by Allan Nawal 
CoTABATo CITY - M u s l i m 

women here oppose the recent 

order of re l ig ious scholars, 
known as ulama, for them to 
wear veils as part of the 
I s lamic t r ad i t i on . 

S ince December, numer
ous comp la in t s have been 
received by the media here on 
the u l ama ' s alleged strict 
enforcement of the rule 
r equ i r ing the wearing of head 
cover called hijab. 

Suspec t ed re l ig ious 
fanat ics , a rmed with sc issors, 
have enforced the hijab rule 
and forcibly cut the hair of 
unve i l ed M u s l i m women. 

Shamee ra , a univers i ty 
student, had her hair fixed at 
a beauty parlor and was 
wa lk ing w i th friends on Don 
Ruf ino A lonzo Street here 
when an unident i f i ed man 
approached her and stepped 
on her toes. 

The suspect , about 30 
years o ld , immediate ly pul led 
out a pair of scissors and cut 
her ha i r so badly that she 
c r i ed . 

She sa id the suspect 
warned her to wear a hijab or 
her hair wou ld be clipped 
again by force. Shameera now 
wears a hijab. 

M a i m o n a , another v ic t im, 
said a man cut her hair while 
she was s tand ing outside a 
depar tment store here. 

She now carries a knife to 
protect hersel f from the hair 
cu t t e r s . 

" J u s t let them try that 
aga in , " she sa id . 

Ustadz Jaa far A l i , spokes
man for the u lama , did not 
conf irm or deny the hair 
cu t t i ng . 

B u t he said that under 
M u s l i m laws, women are 
compel led to wear veils. 

"It is i n the Koran and the 
H a d i t h (saying of Prophet 
M o h a m m a d , S.A.W). Women 
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should avoid exposing the ir 
hair because this could tempt 
the opposite sex," he sa id . 

Source: Today 
1 February 1996 

• 
INDONESIAN W O M E N A C T I V I S T S : 

T A R G E T S OF R A P E A N D 

T O R T U R E - A M N E S T Y 

INTERNATIONAL 

The h u m a n r i g h t s g r o u p 
Amnesty Internat ional said In
dones ian women , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
act iv ists, were targets of a rb i 
trary rape, t o r ture , execut i on 
and other rights violations by 
security forces. 

In a report en t i t l ed 
"Women i n I n d o n e s i a 
and East Timor, Stand
ing Aga inst Repress i on , 
Amnesty In te rnat iona l sa id 
tor ture has become i n s t i t u 
t ional i zed w i t h i n the s e cu r i t y 
forces." 

Indones ian Fore i gn M i n i s 
try s p o k e s m a n Ghaf fa r F a d y l 
said the report was "biased" and 
the a l legat ions were not new. 
"Amnesty Internat ional has a l 
ways been engaged in the d is
tortion of facts on human rights 
in Indonesia," Fady l sa id . 

But Amnesty In te rna t i ona l 
spokeswoman Nalyn i Mohamed 
said, i n r e l eas ing the r epor t , 
that "those who chal lenge In
donesian authori t ies frequently 
suffer h u m a n rights v io lat ions, 
including arbitrary arrest, rape, 
torture and extrajudicial execu
tions," Mohamed sa id . 

Amnesty Internat ional 's re
port said women most at r i sk 
were those involved in land dis
putes. Islamic or other rehgious 
activities or those crit iciz ing the 
central rule in the provinces of 
Aceh, I r ian J a y a a n d E a s t 
Timor. The report l is ts a n u m 
ber of allegations of i m p r i s o n 
ment, rape, torture and execu
tions of women in Indonesia i n 
the 1990s. 

Amnesty Internat ional sa id 

it had received 40 tes t imonies 
from women descr ib ing torture 
since 1993. Torture methods in
c luded electric shock, cigarette 
burns , sleep and food depriva
t i o n , a n d b a s h i n g w i t h i r o n 
bars , wood and bott les. "Tor
ture is f requent ly used to ob
ta in in format ion , to in t imidate 
detainees and to obtain confes
s i ons , " A m n e s t y In t e rna t i ona l 
sa id . "In many cases, the at t i 
tude of government and secu
rity officials appears to condone 

the h u m a n rights violat ions," 
it added. 

The h u m a n r i g h t s 
g r o u p added tha t 
s ince the Indones ian 

invasion of East Timor 
i n 1975 , i ndependence 

suppor ters had been r ou 
t i n e l y t o r t u r e d a n d m a l 

treated by Indones ian mi l i t a ry 
p e r s o n n e l . 

• 
FILIPINO W O M E N T A R G E T E D BY 

M O O N I E S 

Ph i l i pp ine immig ra t i on a u 
thor i t ies stopped 984 F i l i p inas 
from leav ing M a n i l a for S o u t h 
Korea as brides. The agency al
leged that the women, who were 
m a r r i e d to most ly S o u t h Ko
r e a n m e n in m a s s w e d d i n g 
rites of the Unification Church , 
are victims of a mail order bride 
scheme by the church . 

Rodolfo D u m a p i a s , an em
bassy counsellor in Seoul, said 
that, "To the Korean Unif ication 
men, marrying a F i l ip ina or any 
foreign woman is Uke a business 
t r ansac t i on [because] he pays 
more t h a n $ 2 , 0 0 0 to get a 
housema id , who can also be a 
sex pa r tne r . " 

R epo r t s have come to 
the P h i l i p p i n e e m b a s s y i n 
Seoul that F ihp ina women were 
be ing brought to Seou l by the 
U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h a n d de
ployed as domestic workers and 
p r o s t i t u t e s . Repor t s a lso i n 
c l u d e d the t e s t i m o n y of a 

w o m a n who was mar r i ed to a 
m e m b e r of the U n i f i c a t i o n 
C h u r c h . She sa id that her 
husband kept her at home as a 
prisoner and passed her around 
to other men. 

The U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h , 
founded by Reverend Moon and 
whose m e m b e r s are ca l l ed 
Moonies, has been a controver
s i a l r e l i g i o u s sect in many 
countr ies . It is known interna
t ional ly for its mass weddings. 
The mass weddings that were 
h e l d i n the P h i l i p p i n e s have 
been found by authorities to be 
n o t h i n g more t h a n "mass 
bless ings" for the hundreds of 
couples that were matched by 
Reverend Moon in the Ph i l i p 
p in e s . 

Bel ievers of the Uni f icat ion 
Church claim that the church is 
a b l end of many re l ig ions and 
that it is a peace-loving organi
za t i on . They believe that their 
Church is being attacked for not 
being part of established religions. 

W o m e n who suppo r t the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g of the Un i f i ca 
tion C h u r c h c la im that they are 
under no coercion to leave their 
c o u n t r i e s and to sett le else
where . They added that the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g process is w i th 
their par t i c ipa t i on . 

Author i t i es counter that it 
is no coincidence that F i l ip inas 
are being targeted as bndes. The 
Ko r ean government has an 
n o u n c e d the need for 40 ,000 
more workers to help small com
panies . Women also question 
why the Uni f icat ion C h u r c h is 
targeting only Fi l ip ina women to 
become brides to mostly South 
Korean men. Why not Fi l ipino 
men as grooms to foreign women? 

Source: The Phi l ippine Dai ly 
Inquirer and Today 

25 January J 996 

AFRICAN LEADER AWARDED ' 

The 1995 A f r i c a Pr i ze for 
Leadership for the Susta inable 
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End of Hunger went to J " 
Joyc e F . M u n g h e r a , 
V ice-Pres ident of the 
Wor l d Y o u n g 
Women ' s C h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n (YWCA) 
and the Nat ional Ex 
ecutive Director of the 
YWCA of Uganda. 

Ms . M u n g h e r a 
has lead the Uganda 
b r a n c h of the Y W C A 
for 30 y ea r s . In the 
70s, she went under
ground after she was 
d i r ec t l y t h r e a t e n e d 
w i t h e x e c u t i o n by 
then Ugandan dictator 
Idi A m i n . B u t M s . 
M u n g h e r a c o n t i n u e d 
to work even after go
ing underground. 

Ms. Munghera is credited as 
a key person in the e s t ab l i sh 
ment of one of the w o r l d ' s 
strongest networks for women's 
literacy. She is the manager of 
the country's first successful re
volving credit scheme for r u r a l 
woman. Now, Ms. Munghera is 
a lso e s t a b l i s h i n g a r u r a l 
women's bank in Uganda. 

Ms. Munghera jo ins the dis
t i ngu i shed l i s t of awardees of 
the Afr ica Prize for Leadersh ip 
for the Sustainable E n d of H u n 
ger. The 1994 pr ize went to 
H . E . Ne l son M a n d e l a , 
President of the Repub 
lic of South Africa. The 
prize is a project of the 
Hunger Project Organi
za t i on . 

Source: World Young 
Women's Christian Association 

SOUTH PACIF IC W O M E N IN 
THE FOREFRONT OF A N T I -
N U C L E A R P R O T E S T S 

Women from throughout the 
Paci f ic I s l ands d e m o n s t r a t e d 
the i r s o l i da r i t y w i t h one a n 
other as France carr ied out i ts 

\r tests at Moruroa Ato l l 

Isis International-Manila joins 
human rights groups around 
the world in denouncing the 

Nigerian military dictatorship 
that executed Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other human rights activ
ists. 

Saro-Wiwa, a noted writer, 
had led a campaign for self-de
termination for the Ogoni 
people who have suffered un
der the Nigerian military re
gime. Saro-wiwa fought to pro
tect the enviroment which has 
been exploited by foreign oil 
companies. 

i n Augus t and Octo
ber 1995. 
• I n FIJI, 5,000, includ
ing a woman member 
of Parl iament and the 
w o m a n M i n i s t e r of 
E d u c a t i o n , m a r c h e d 
in pro tes t of the 
F r e n c h nuc l ea r test
ing . The two govern
ment women have 
been act ive i n a n t i -
n u c l e a r c a m p a i g n s 
since 30 years back. 
• The Peace F l o t i l l a 
where G r e enpeace 
sh ips , private yachts 
a n d vesse l s p a r t i c i 
pated in was joined by 
the M V K a u n i t o n i 
f rom F i j i w h i c h 
w o m a n Sena t o r A d i 

F inau Tabakaucoro led. Despite 
engine problems, the Kaun i ton i 
joined in the Cook Islands pro
t es t . 

The Cook Islands, which is 
g eog raph i ca l l y c loses t to the 
Atol l , sent a vaka, a tradit ional 
canoe, for which one quarter of 
the popu la t i on gathered for a 
national farewell. The vaka is an 
important symbol to the French 
P o l y n e s i a n s because a t h o u 
s a n d yea r s ago, p o p u l a t i o n s 
moved from Polynes ia through 

the Cooks to New Zealand on 
t. 

In Wes t e rn S a m o a , 
women ' s o r g a n i z a 
t i ons v i s i t ed the 

Pr ime M in i s t e r . Subse 
q u e n t l y , the gove rnment 

decided to boycott the South 
Pacific Games in Tah i t i . 

Individual athletes also boy
cotted the South Pacific Games, 
i n c l u d i n g F i j i an young female 
swimmer Angela B i r c h . 
• W o m e n led " a very h o s t i l e " 
demons t ra t i on at the Cook Is
l ands a i rpor t when the leader 
of F r e n c h Po lynes ia arr ived to 
" e x p l a i n " the F r e n c h t e s t i n g . 
This was considered an unusua l 

event as the Cook Islands have, 
in the pas t , t ended to defend 
F r e n c h Po l ynes ia . 
• "Peace W o m e n " f rom New 
Z e a l a n d a n d Cook Is lands on 
board a chartered plane were re
fused l a n d i n g in Papeete. Not 
giving up, the women went back 
on a c ommerc i a l plane jus t to 
e s t ab l i sh t ies w i th their Maor i 
s i s t e r s . 
• In p o l t i c i a l l y conse rva t i v e 
T o n g a , 500 peop le , most of 
t h e m w o m e n , m a r c h e d in the 
streets i n a n u n u s u a l show of 
protest . Most of the t ime, the 
people of Tonga wi l l not speak 
contrary to the King who did not 
c o n d e m n the nuc l ea r testings. 
• In the Women and the Env i 
ronment meeting in Fij i , partici
pants resolved to lobby France 
to stop n u c l e a r t es t ing in the 
Paci f ic . Women at the meeting 
expressed c once rn for the im
pact nuclear testing would have 
on t u n a f i sh ing in the region, 
for p o s s i b l e c l i m a t e changes , 
and for the stability of the atoll. 
• I n Suava, Fi j i , Katerina Teaiwa 
, a young Fijian designer, staged 
the first ever anti-nuclear fash
ion show. Teresita Teaiwa, sis
ter of Kater ina, said the concept 
was insp i r ed by the l aunch ing 
in 1946 of the b ik in i , the two-
piece ba th ing sui t named after 
the B i k i n i A to l l in the Marsha l l 
I s l a n d s w h e r e the U . S . he l d 
nuc lear test ings. While the b i 
k i n i became i m m o r t a l , h is tory 
has t ended to ignore the suf
fering, displacement and degra
da t i on of B i k i n i A to l l ' s Is land
ers, Teres i ta Tea iwa sa id . 

F r e n c h P r e s i d e n t C h i r a c 
went ahead with the testing de
spite g lobal protests . However, 
the people and the governments 
of the Pac i f i c are not l e t t i ng 
th ings end there . At the A n 
n u a l S o u t h Pac i f i c F o r u m of 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r s , F r a n c e was 
s u s p e n d e d f rom the observer 
l i s t . O the r governments , wi th 
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support from the N G O s of the 
region, have taken act ion. A u s -
traUa, New Z e a l a n d a n d F i j i 
have taken France to the World 
Court and Fiji sponsored a mo
tion that was passed by the U N 
General Assembly c ondemn ing 
the test ing. 

Source: Report by Ruth E. 
Lechte, Director of Energy and 

Environment for the World 
Young Women's Christian 

Association 
20 November 1995 

the Western Samoa Observer 
June 1995 

and Fiji Times, July 1995 

S H E L T E R 
F O R M E D 

T h r e e 
women's 
forces to 

C O A L I T I O N 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
n e t w o r k s j o i n e d 
form wha t i s now 

known as the super c oa l i t i on . 
H I C Women a n d She l t e r Net
work, Grassroots Organizat ions 
Operating To-gether for S ister
hood (GROOTS) based in the 
USA and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Council of Women (ICW ) based 
in The Nether lands, as wel l as 
the United Nat ions C o u n c i l on 
Human Se t t l ements ' (Habitat ) 
Women in H u m a n Set t l ements 
Development P r o g r a m m e 
(WHSDP) have been col laborat
ing to voice the conce rns a n d 
priorit ies of women r e ga rd ing 
their access to h o u s i n g , l a n d 
and services. 

The members of th i s coah-
tion have been working together 
to have a women's perspect ive 
on h o u s i n g t h r o u g h ma jor 
United Na t i ons con f e r ences 
such as the Wor ld S u m m i t for 
Social Development and C o m 
miss ion on the S t a t u s of 
Women (PrepCom 11), and the 
second P r e p C o m for H a b i t a t 
ll.Over 30 members of the newly 
formed super coaUtion met dur
ing the NGO Consu l ta t i on he ld 
m New York in March 1995. The 
coalition was able to get some 

c l auses on women 's l an d an d 
h o u s i n g r i gh ts into the Draf t 
Platform of Act ion. One of the 
c l auses that is s t i l l b racketed 
r e a d s : " G o v e r n m e n t s m u s t 
g u a r a n t e e women ' s h u m a n 
r i gh t to e q u a l access to an d 
con t r o l of l a n d , proper ty an d 
credit, regardless of customary 
laws, t r ad i t i ons an d pract ices 
related to inheritance and mar
riage. Non-governmental orga
n izat ions and women's organi
zat ions shou ld mobil ize to pro

tect the t rad i t ional l and and 
p rope r t y r i g h t s of a l l 

w o m e n , i n c l u d i n g 
p as t o r a l i s t s , f i shery 
w o r k e r s a n d no
madic groups, indig

e n o u s peop l es , r e fu 
gees an d migrant work

e r s . " 

For more in format ion, 
contact HIC Women a n d 
She l ter Network Secretar iat , 
Maz ing i r a Inst i tute, PO Box 
14550, Na i rob i , Kenya . Phone 
254 2 443219/26/29 , Fax 254 
2 444643/443214 , E -ma i l : 
Maz ing ira@elc i .gn.apc.org 

Source: Women and Shelter 
No. 9, July 1995 

• 
Y o u ' v e G O T T O B E I N I T T O 

W I N I T 

J u s t as Sou th Afr ica was 
once banned from the O l y m 
pics , any count ry that bars 
women from its delegation 
shou ld be s ide l ined, says 
A t l an ta P lus , a n in t e rna t i ona l 
coa l i t ion of act iv ists a n d 
a th l e t e s . 

After 32 countr i es sent 
a l l -male teams in 1992, the 
group came together to urge 
the In ternat iona l O l ymp i c 
Commit tee (IOC) to impro\;e 
its record in t ime for the 1996 
games in A t l an ta . Acco rd ing 
to A t l an ta P lus , I ran is the 
only count ry k n o w n to expl ic
itly b a n women, bu t women 
are c onsp i cuous l y absent from 

the sizeable delegations of 
other Is lamic countr ies hke 
Kuwa i t a n d Pak i s tan . 

The group is urg ing the 
IOC to investigate countr ies 
that cou ld be r u n n i n g afoul of 
the O l ymp i c charter , wh ich 
prohib i ts gender d i s c r im ina 
t ion. B u t the IOC has cal led 
the campa i gn a n attack on 
re l ig ion—a c la im Moroccan 
gold medal is t Nawal E l 
Moutawake l , who is a M u s l i m 
rejects. "There isn't a religion 
on ear th that says women 
can ' t pract ice sports." 

Source: Ms., Vol. VI, No. 2. 
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M E D I C A L H E L P FOR S E X U A L 
A S S A U L T V ICT IMS 

Every 45 seconds, a w o m a n 
i s s e x u a l l y a s s a u l t e d i n 
Amer ica . The numbe r of v i c t ims 
w o u l d to ta l a b o u t 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 
v i c t ims a year. Mos t v i c t i m s 
are under age 18. The assa i l an t 
is most often a lover, a fr iend, 
an acquaintance or a relative. 

W o m e n opt to keep s i l en t 
about sexual assau l t s because, 
too often, they are made to feel 
more l ike the c r i m i n a l r a the r 
than the v ic t im. Fewer t h a n ha l f 
of a l l s e x u a l a s s a u l t s a r e 
reported, and many v i c t ims fail 
to seek help prompt ly . 

B u t these women are a lso 
desperate for someone to w h o m 
they c a n s p e a k w i t h 
confidentiality, and many wou ld 
l i k e to s p e a k w i t h t h e i r 
personal phys i c i ans . Doctors , 
however, are often too c l u m s y 
or i n s e n s i t i v e to c o u n s e 
v ic t ims of sexua l violence. 
Wh i l e doc t o r s are i n a 
good posit ion to identify 
and treat v ict ims, they 
do not r o u t i n e l y t a l k to 
p a t i e n t s a b o u t s e x u a l 
v io lence a n d p a t i e n t s do not 
routinely tu rn to them. 

New guide l ines j u s t i s sued 
by the A m e r i c a n M e d i c a l 
Associat ion (AMA) shou ld help 
improve doctors ' sk i l l s . A M A ' s 
new guidel ines r emind doctors 
to be alert for phys i ca l s igns of 
a b u s e a n d for e v i d e n c e o f 
psychological t r auma , as w h e n 
a w o m a n or c h i l d p a n i c s o r 
w i t h d r a w s f rom the d o c t o r ' s 
touch d u r i n g a rout ine e x a m . 
The guidel ines, wh i ch are be ing 
d i s t r i b u t e d to h e a l t h c a r e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s , a r e p a r t of a 
broader A M A effort to address 
the phys ica l and menta l scars 
of s e x u a l a b u s e . T h e m o r e 
doc t o r s are awa r e of s e x u a l 
violence and its consequences, 
the more effectively they c a n 
treat or help prevent it. A M A 

c 
i 
i 
P 
s 

pres ident Lonn ie Br i s t ow says 
that sexua l assau l t is a "s i lent 
v i o l e n t e p i d e m i c " t h a t i s 
" t r a u m a t i z i n g w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n . " 

Source: Today 
17 November 1995 

T H E B I B L E OF D E B T 
World Bank-IMF 
Commandments 
1. Thou s h a h worsh ip us thy 

money gods. 
2. T h o u s h a h not seek any 

o ther m e a n s of r a i s i n g 
foreign exchange. 

3. Thou shalt devalue, first, thy 
cur r ency and then thy sel f 
respect . 

4. T h o u sha l t open u p thy 
economy a n d a l l ow u s to 
seal your fate forever. 

5. Thou shalt not deny our 
mul t i -na t i ona l "angels" the 

r ight to se l l too thpaste 
and potato chips to thy 

people (and also gas 
them to death occa

sionally if required). 
6. T h o u sha l t a l l ow 

u s to p u r c h a s e thy r ea l 
es tate now a n d thy s tate 
later . 

7. T h o u sha l t never c o m m i t 
" d e f a u l t r y " a n d s h a l t 
c on t inue to serve the debt 
t i l l thou droppeth dead. 

8. T h o u sha l t not covet thy 
neighbours low debt service 
ratio or self-reliant growth. 

9. Thou shalt appoint our men 
as thy policy growth. 

10. As a general principle, thou 
sha l t c r aw l when thou art 
asked to bend. 

Reprinted from A ikythatha 
February 1994 

• 
BRIDE PRICE 
by the Women's Feature Service 

W h y shou ld immigrat ion a u 
t h o r i t i e s i n S r i L a n k a wo r r y 

about marr iage? Because more 
a n d more foreigners are marry
ing loca l women for a brief fling 
w i th the exotic. 

Some are interested solely 
in ex tend ing their v isas. These 
m a i n l y western tour ists usua l l y 
target uneduca t ed women from 
r u r a l areas. 

After a brief marriage, they 
a b a n d o n the ir wives and move 
on, leaving beh ind families dev
astated by the shame of a de
serted daughter . 

De te rmined to crack down, 
the gove rnmen t h a s des igned 
new ru les to combat the prac
tice. Fo re i gne rs who want to 
m a r r y loca l women m u s t now 
depos i t a non-re fundable s u m 
of U S $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 

Reprinted from Sister Namibia 
Vol. 7, No. 3, July & August 

1995 
• 

IMPRISONED B U R M E S E IN POOR 
H E A L T H 

Dr . M a T h i d a , a Burmese 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r is suf fer ing 
f rom t u b e r c u l o s i s a n d s m a l l 
ovar ian tumors . 

A c c o r d i n g to the Amer i can 
A s s o c i a t i o n for the Advance 
ment of Science H u m a n Rights 
A c t i o n Ne twork (AAASHRAN ) , 
Dr. M a Thida , a surgeon, writer 
and previous assistant to Aung 
San S u u Ky i , has not been re
ce i v ing the necessary med ica l 
ca re a n d h a s been p l a ced in 
s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e m e n t s ince 
1993. 

Dr . M a T h i d a was arrested 
for providing medical treatment 
to peop le i n j u r e d d u r i n g the 
pro-democracy demonstrat ions 
in 1988 . The d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
were often violently broken up 
by the m i l i t a r y , r e s u l t i n g in 
hundreds of people getting hurt. 
C i t ing the 1908 Burmese law, 
the Un law fu l Assoc ia t ion Act, 
the Burmese mi l i tary authori ty 
sentenced D r . M a T h i d a to 20 
years impr i s onmen t . 
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Accord ing to reports , ga th
ered by A A A S H R A N , D r . M a 
Thida was diagnosed with can
cer a n d t u b e r c u l o s i s i n J u n e 
1995. For a short t ime, she 
was hosp i t a l i z ed bu t la ter 
r e t u r n e d to h e r p r i s o n 
cel l where c o n d i t i o n s 
are reported to be poor. 

The A A A S H R A N a n d 
the W o m e n L i v i n g U n d e r 
Mus l im Laws urge readers to 
please s end t e l e xes , t e l 
egrams, faxes or a i r m a i l let
ters to o f f i c i a l s of the S t a t e 
Law a n d O r d e r R e s t o r a t i o n 
C o u n c i l i n B u r m a to e x p r e s s 
concern about D r . M a T h i d a , 
request in format ion about her 
hospital stay i n m i d - J u n e and 
the t r e a t m e n t she r e c e i v e d , 
seek information regard ing her 
cu r r en t s ta te of h e a l t h , a n d 
urge her immediate and uncon
d i t i ona l r e l ease f rom p r i s o n . 
Please address your letters to: 

General Than Shwe 
Chairman, State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
Yangon, Union of Myanmar 

Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt 
Secretary 1, State Law and Or
der Restoration Council 
Yangon, Union of Myanmar 

Lieutenant General Tin U 
Secretary 2, State Law and 
Order Restoration Coucil 

Also, please send copies of 
your letters to: 

Vice Admiral Than Nyunt 
Minister of Health, 
Ministers Office 
Yangoon, Union of Myanmar 

Ambassador U Thang 
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar 
2300 S Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20008 

In addi t ion, the A A A S H R A N 
would l ike copies of your ap
pea ls an d any responses that 
you may receive. Please ad

dress them to: 
Elisa Munoz, AAAS 
Science and Human 

Rights Program 
1333 H. St. NW 

Washington DC 20005 
Tel: (202) 326-6797 

Fax: (202) 289-4950 
E-mail: EMUN0Z@AAAS.ORG 

(Internet system) 
• 

Focus O N W O M E N IN T H E M E D I A 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a 
tion of Journa l i s t s (IFJ) has in i 
t iated a major project a imed at 
r e s e a r c h i n g a n d d o c u m e n t i n g 
issues confronting women work
ing in the media industry in Asia. 
One of these issues is equal op
por tun i ty i n promot ion. 

The project also a ims to in 
vestigate and report on the por
t raya l of women in the med ia . 
The project. Women in the Me
dia in Asia , focuses on five coun
tr ies: Cambod ia , India, Indone
s ia , Ma l ays i a an d A u s t r a l i a . 

The research wi l l gauge the 
extent of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , both 
d i rect a n d ind i r ec t , s t i l l be ing 
suffered by women. Information 
on job access, recruitment, pay, 
a n d w o m e n ' s p r o m o t i o n a l 
chances w i l l be co l l a ted . The 
survey a ims to el ic it responses 
on the extent of job segregation, 
type of t r a i n i n g a n d deve lop
ment, prevalence of sexua l ha 
r a s s m e n t a n d the n a t u r e of 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g 
c h i l d c a r e p r o v i s i o n s , at the 
workp lace . Posit ive changes at 
workplaces and in women's em
p l o y m e n t c o n d i t i o n s w i l l be 
i d en t i f i ed a n d c r ed i t ed to the 
o rgan isa t i on concerned . 

The r e s e a r c h w i l l be c o n 
d u c t e d i n j o u r n a l i s t s ' wo rk 
p laces . Th i s w i l l faci l i tate the 
prompt completion of the project 
a n d a l l ow j o u r n a l i s t s to be 

closely involved in the project. 
In f o rmat i on is be ing col lected 
accord ing to state, type of me
d ia organisat ion and employer. 

A s m a l l g r oup of women 
journa l i s t s assumed to have an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and interest in 
the i s sues invo lved in the re
search have been approached to 
form a focus group and to as
sist in offering an insider's per
spective on the issues to be sur
veyed. 

Source: The All iance 
September 1995 

• 
M E X I C A N M I L I T A R Y U S E 

G A N G R A P E T O I N T I M I D A T E 

P R O T E S T E R S 

A l a r m i n g r epor t s from 
Mexico say that women are be
ing gang raped by the mi l i tary 
in San Cr is tobal de las Casas, 
Chiapas. The area is in the grips 
of a low i n t e n s i t y war be ing 
waged by M e x i c a n m i l i t a r y 
against Zapatista peasants pro
t e s t ing the dep lorab le condi 
t ions of the region. The mi l i 
tary is us ing gang rape as a tool 
of violence and int imidat ion. 

On 25 October 1993, Cecilia 
Rodr i guez , Coo rd ina to r of the 
N a t i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n for De
mocracy in Mexico was brutal ly 
raped and sodomized by three 
heavi ly armed men in Chiapas. 
She h a s a lso rece ived dea th 
th r ea t s . 

On 4 J u n e 1994, three indi
genous women were gang raped 
by 30 soldiers at an army check
p o i n t . T h e i r m o t h e r s were 
forced to hear the screams of 
the women as they were raped. 
C h a r g e s have been brought 
a g a i n s t the so ld i e r s but the 
case l i es inac t i v e at the Na
t i o n a l Defense Sec r e t a r i a t 
( S E D E N A ) . W o m e n are de
m a n d i n g tha t the case be 
turned over to a civi l court so 
that it may be reopened and in
vest igated . 

O n 4 Oc tobe r 1995 , five 
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