
FROM THE SHELVES OF IS IS 

Aboriginal Women: 
Reclaiming their 

Memory 

When the Pelican Laughed 
by A. Nannup, L. M a r s h a n d 
S. Kinnane 

When the Pelican 
laughed is the story of Al ice 
Nannup. B o r n on a Nor th-
em station i n 1911 of a n 
aboriginal mother and 
European father, Al ice 
Nannup was taken S o u t h at 
•the age of 12 and tra ined i n 
domestic service. After a 
full and eventful life that 
included many battles w i th 
authority and ra i s ing the 
children, N a n n u p re turned 
64 years later "to make 
peace wi th (my) country . " 

While very m u c h a 
personal account of Al ice 's 
life story, When the Pelican 
Laughed i l luminates many 
aspects of the experiences 
of aboriginal people who 
were taken from their 
family and communi t y i n 
the 1920s and 1930s. 
(Australia: Fremant le Ar ts 
.Centre Press, 1992. 224p. 
RN LIT 02210.00B) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Fremantle Ar ts Centre 
Press, 193 South Terrace 
(P.O. Box 320), Sou th Fre
mantle, Western A u s t r a l i a 
6162 Aus t ra l i a 

My People by Oodgeroo. 
Oodgeroo's wr i t ing has 

a unique place i n A u s t r a l 
ian literature. She de
scribes it herself as "pure 
propaganda" and "not the 
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best but the best se l l ing . " 
B u t it is more than that. 
Not only are the poems a 
provocative and emot ional 
plea for just ice that is s t i l l 
to come for Aus t r a l i an 
Aborig ines, but when the 
poems were first pub l i shed 
i n the 1960s it began a 
new phase i n the c o m m u 
nica t ion between peoples 
i n Aus t ra l i a . For the first 
t ime, a b lack Aus t r a l i an 
h a d analyzed and judged 
white Aus t ra l i ans as wel l 
as her own people. 

Oodgeroo passed away 
i n 1992. Th i s 1990 pr in t of 
My People is the th i rd 
edit ion of her poetry collec
t ion a n d the first to bear 
her abor ig ina l name. 
Oodgeroo used a n d was 
k n o w n by her C h r i s t i a n 
name, Ka th Walker . (Aus
t ra l ia : The J o c a n d r a Press, 
1990. 120p. R N LIT 
02173.00B) 
For inqui r i es , contact: 
Fremant le A r t s Centre 
Press, 193 S o u t h Terrace 
(PO Box 320), 
S o u t h Fremant le , 
Western A u s t r a l i a 
6162 , Aus t r a l i a 

My Place by Sal ly 
Morgan 

In 1982, 
Sal ly Morgan 
traveled back to 
her b ir thplace and 
what started as a 
tentat ive search 
for in format ion 
about her family 
turned into a n 
emot ional a n d 
sp i r i tua l p i l g r im
age. Confronted 

w i th their own suppressed 
history and quest ions about 
their identity, Sal ly Morgan 
a n d her family struggled 
together to rec la im their 
memory and the memory of 
their forebears. 

My Place is Sally 
Morgan 's retel l ing of her 
a n d her family 's long jour
ney. In it the voices of her 
mother and grandmother 
are finally and vividly 
heard. (Austral ia: Freman
tle A r t s Centre Press, 1993. 
358p. RN L1T02171.00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Fremant le Ar ts Centre 
Press, 193 South Terrace 
(PO Box 320), Sou th Fre
mant le , Western Aust ra l ia 
6162 , Aus t ra l i a 

Korean Combination 

Where is My Country? by 
Keun-Wook H u h 

B o r n and raised in 
Seoul , Korea, Keun-Wook 
H u h comes from a pol i t i -

Books by aboriginal women. 
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cally progressive family. 
Her father, H u h H u n was a 
lawyer who took part i n the 
Korean Independence 
Movement dur ing the 
Japanese occupat ion period 
(1919-1945), a time of great 
nat ional suffering for Korea. 
He also part ic ipated i n the 
post-World War II coal i t ion 
of moderates of the left and 
right. In 1948, the H u h 
family went North to par
ticipate in the Nor th -South 
Leaders' Conference i n 
Haeju, Hwanghae Province. 
They later settled there 
when H u h H u n got elected 
in the North Korean legisla
tive body. 

Dur ing the Korean 
War, Keun-Wook H u h fled to 
.the South in search of 
freedom. Fearful of being 
persecuted, she lived i n 
hiding for nine years. B u t 
in 1959, she was arrested 
on suspicion of being a spy. 
She was found innocent and 
acquitted the same year. 

Keun-Wook H u h made 
her debut in the Korean 
literary world i n 1961 w i th 
this book, an autobiographi
cal novel. In th is revised 
edition, her pr ison diary 
has been inc luded. 
(Seoul: The P .E .N. Centre, 
1984. 452p. RN LIT 
022300.B) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Korean P .E.N. Centre 
S i n m o o n r o B / D , 9 0 9 
238, 1-ga, S inmoonro 
Jongroku , Seoul, Korea 
Tel: (02)720-8897 
Crazy Quilt by C h a n g 
Young-heeWritten from 
1985-1990, the essays i n 
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Two from Korea. 

this collec
t ion record— 
in the words 
of the au 
thor—"a 
most impor
tant period 
in her life as 
wel l as i n 
the history 
of Korea." 
Th is period 
is marked by 
the victory of 
the democ-
racy move
ment in 

Korea and the author 's 
t ransi t ion from student to 
teacher. Most of the essays 
have already appeared i n 
pr int in the author 's col
u m n "Crazy Qui l t , " i n The 
Korea Times, and in college 
newspapers or Eng l i sh -
language magazines. 
(Seoul: Dongmoon Press, 
1990. 283p. RN LIT 
02226.OOB) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Dongmoon Press 
380-22, Mangwon-dong, 
Mapo -ku , Seoul , Korea 
Tel: (02)336-6615 

Feminist Theories 

Femininity and Domina
tion: Studies in the Phe
nomenology of Oppression 
by Sandra Lee Bartky 

In a self-critical and 
confident voice, Sandra 
Bar tky—one of the founders 
of the Society of Women in 
Ph i losophy—examines 
women's anxieties, fears 
a n d obsessions, locating 
these i n the internal ized 
consc iousness of the inferi-

Women in Action 3/95 

ority of the feminine. She 
also m ines the resources of 
several E u r o p e a n phi lo
soph ica l t rad i t ions , 
c r i t i qu ing a n d revis ing 
these to shed light on 
aspects of women's subordi
na t i on that are often dis
m issed as merely personal. 
She debates w i th the 
"ghosts" of Aristot le , Marx, 
Sartre a n d Foucau l t among 
other dead white male 
ph i losophers on the l inks 
between society, moral i ty 
and psychology, and at
tempts to t u r n the dis
course to feminist ends. 
(London: Routledge, 1990. 
139p. R N I D E 02162.008) 
For inqu i r i e s , contact: 
Routledge 

29 West 35 th Street 
New York , NY 10001-2299 
U.S.A. or 
11 New Fetter Lane 
London E C 4 P 4 E E 
Un i t ed K i n g d o m 

Naturalizing Power: Es
says in Feminist Cultural 
Analysis, edited by Sylvia 
Yanag isako a n d Caro l 
De laney 

Dif ferences of power 
often appears to be na tura l 
or given i n na ture or or
dained by God . Naturalizing 
Power shows that these 
differences are not logical 
extensions of a n a t u r a l 
order, bu t are a n integral 
part of narrat i ves about the 
order of th ings . The essays 
focus on these domains 
that are c r u c i a l for people's 
ident i t y—fami ly , k insh ip , 
gender, sexual i ty , race, 
na t ion a n d rel ig ion. 

T h i s c r i t i ca l col lection 



also explores ways in wh i ch 
differences of identity and 
power are embedded in a 
wide variety of c u l t u r a l 
narratives: popular , legal, 
and medical d iscourses 
about Amer ican k i n s h i p 
and the " n a t u r a l " un i t of 
the family; c lass i f icat ion 
schemes about the re lat ion 
between h u m a n s and 
animals, such as the "b i rds 
and the bees"; stories about 
the origin of nat ions that 
draw on ideas about sex, 
reproduction and the fam
ily; and celebrations of the 
American Dream of mov ing 
up the social ladder. (New 
York; Routledge, 1995. 310p. 
RN1DE02185.00B) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Routledge 
29 West 35th Street 
New York, NY 10001-2299 
U.S.A. 
or 
11 New Fetter Lane 
London EC4P 4 E E 
United Kingdom 

The Anatomy of Freedom: 
Feminism in Four Dimen
sions by Robin Morgan 

In The Anatomy of 
Freedom, Robin Morgan 

Readings on feminist theories. 

reviews the changes that 
have occurred in the pol i t i 
ca l and scientif ic wor lds , i n 
her personal life and in 
what she cal ls the " fourth 
d imens i on " or the "readi 
ness for freedom." 

What are these dra 
mat ic changes? Accord ing 
to The Anatomy of Freedom, 
the pol i t ica l d imens ion has 
been the site of a 
"m i l l enn ia l shift" i n w h i c h 
causes of ce lebrat ion, s u c h 
as the fall of tota l i tar ian 
governments, the end of the 
Co ld War and others oc
cur red alongside a prol i fera
t ion of confl icts on t r iba l , 
e thnic , language, re l ig ions, 
c u l t u r a l , po l i t ica l , and 
terr i tor ia l grounds. In the 
scienti f ic d imens i on , many 
of the book's projections 
when it first came out i n 
1982, s u c h as the b i r th 
contro l d rug R U 4 8 6 , have 
already come true. In the 
personal d imens ion , Rob in 
Morgan had gone through 
divorce, m o u r n i n g a n d 
other s u c h major personal 
a n d int imate upheavals . 
Finally, i n the fourth dimen
sion, Morgan describes the 
current juncture as a world 
acutely ready for more 
changes and greater freedom. 
(New York: W.W. Norton & 
Co., 1994. 369p. RN IDE 
02178.00B) 

For inquir ies , contact: 
WW Norton & Co. 
500 Fi f th Avenue, 
New York, NY 10110 
U.S.A. 

Third World Women and 
the Politics of Feminism, 
edited by CT. Mohanty , A. 
Russo a n d L. Torres 

Th i s col lect ion is about 
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the th i rd wor ld women's 
engagement wi th femi
n i s m — i n the context of 
decolonizat ion, nat ional 
l iberat ion, state regulariza-
t ion, mul t ina t i ona l capital
i s m , and d iscurs ive prac
tices. The essays here 
present provocative analy
ses of the s imul taneous 
oppress ions of race, class, 
gender, and sexuality, as 
wel l as the role that imperi
a l i sm plays in the produc
t ion of knowledge and of 
persons. (Indianapolis: 
Ind iana Univers i tv Press, 
1991. 338 p. RN IDE 
02159.00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
The Ind iana Univers i ty 
Press Publ ic i ty Department 
601 N. Mor ton Street 
B loomington , Indiana 47404 
U.S.A. 

Books on the Pacific 

The Sacred Remains: 
Myths, History and Polity 
in Belau by R ichard 
P a r m e n t i e r 

The Sacred Remams is 
the product of two years of 
f ieldwork in Be lau in Micro
nesia. In it, Parmentier 
uses semiotic methods to 
analyze both l inguist ic and 
non- l ingu is t i c signs repre
sent ing and embodying 
Be l au an history, showing 
that these signs also 
organize social and polit ical 
s t ruc tures . Parment ier 
contends that the history of 
Be lau cannot be understood 
wi thout tak ing into account 
ind igenous categories of 
space, t ime and transfor
mat i on and wi thout recog-
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niz ing the role of B e l a u a n 
social act ions that con
struct, interpret, a n d t rans
mit histor ical knowledge. 
(Chicago: Univers i ty p f 
Chicago Press, 1987. 3 4 I p . 
R N C U L 0 2 1 4 9 . 0 0 B ) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
The Universi ty of Chicago 
Press 
5801 South E l l i s Avenue 
Chicago, I l l inois 
60637,U.S.A. 

Never and Always: 
Micronesian Legends, 
Fables and Folklore, edited 
by Gene Ashby 

Students of the C o m 
munity College of Micro 
nesia collected and wrote 
the materials in Never and 
Always, wh i ch conta ins 86 
stories and fables from 
Micronesia about the 
origins of i s lands and 
peoples; reefs, waters a n d 
landmarks ; and about 
customs, ski l ls and values. 
(Oregon: Rainy Day press, 
1989. 124p. RN C U L 
02150.00B) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Rainy Day Press 
P.O. Box 574 
Kolonia, Pohnpei , F . S . M . 
96941 
or 
1147 East 26th Ave. 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 
U.S.A. 

Some Things of Value: 
Micronesian Customs 
and Beliefs, edited by 
Gene Ashby 

Some Things of Value 
r describes a wide range of 

Micrones ian customs and 

beliefs, inc lud ing 
superst i t ions that relate to 
ch i ldb i r th , land and food, 
marr iage, t rad i t iona l 
legends and beliefs, the 
practice of sk i l l s , and 
funerals. Maps and phys ica l 
and cu l tu ra l data as well as 
interest ing i l lus t rat ions of 
aspects and objects of 
Micrones ian cul ture add 
d imens ion to the col lect ion. 
(Oregon: Ra iny Day Press, 
1993. 246p. RN C U L 
02158.00B) 

For inquir ies , contact: 
Ra iny Day Press 
P.O. Box 574 
Ko lon ia , Pohnpei , F . S . M . 
96941 
or 1147 East 26th Ave. 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 
U.S.A. 

Paciflc Women's Directory, 
pub l i shed by the Pacific 
Women's Resource B u r e a u 

The Pacific Women's 
Directory l ists 500 women's 

associations, 
c lubs, 
offices and 
organizations 
i n 21 of the 
i s l and-
m e m b e r 
coun t r i e s 
and 
te r r i to r i es 
of the 
South 
Paci f ic 
Commission. 
The 
directory 
has details 
such as the 
address, 
phone and 

fax numbe r s , objectives 
a n d act iv i t ies of these 
organizat ions. (New 
Ca ledon ia : Sou th Pacific 
C o m m i s s i o n , 1993. 199p. 
RN R E F 02203.OOB) 
For inqu i r i es , contact: 
The S o u t h Pacific 
C o m m i s s i o n 
B.P. D5 
Noumea Cedex, New 
C a l e d o n i a 
Tel : (687)262-000 
Fax: (687)263-818 

Beneath Paradise: A 
Collection of Poems from 
the Women in the Pacific, 
edited by Grace and Mera 
M o l i s a 

Beneath Paradise is a 
col lect ion of poems by 
Pacific women, many of 
w h o m are first-time 
wr i ters . Reflecting some 
aspects of the lives of 
Pacific women, the poems 
are grouped according to 
the following themes: 
violence against women, 
women and the 
env ironment , status of 
women, pol i t ical 
part ic ipat ion of women, and 
peace. 
(Austral ia : Women in 
Pacific N G O s 
Documenta t i on Project, 
1995. 84p. RN LIT 
02198.00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Internat iona l Women's 
Development Agency 
P.O. Box 1680 
Col l ingwood, V ic tor ia 3066, 
A u s t r a l i a 
Tel: (613)941-71388 
Fax: (613)941-60519 
E -ma i l : lWDA(2<ipeg.apc.org 
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Chinese Women 
Across the Centuries 

The Virtue of Yin: Studies 
on Chinese Women by Li ly 
Xiao Hong Lee 

The Virtue of Yin con
sists of short but subs t an 
tive profiles of Ch inese 
women—as ind iv idua ls or 
as part of a group—who live 
at various t imes in history, 
who come from diverse 
backgrounds, and who 
challenged tradit ion and 
played a role that was not 
normally for a woman. 
Faced wi th seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles, 
these women had to be 
better than their male 
counterpart in order to be 
recognized. Hence, cour
age, endurance and perse
verance are qual i t ies 
common to a l l these 
women. (Austral ia: W i ld 
Peony, 1994. 117p. RN S E X 
02182.00B) 

For inquir ies , contact: 
Univers i ty of Hawa i i Press 
2480 Ko lowalu Street, 
Hono lu lu , Hawa i i 96822 
Fax: (1-808)988-6052 

The Chinese Femme 
Fatale: Stories from the 
Ming Period, t rans lated by 
Anne Mc Laren 

Fears of unbr id l ed 
female sexual i ty a n d fe
male dominance have long 
played a part i n Chinese 
th ink ing . A c o m m o n ex
press ion for "femme fatale" 
is "one who ru in s city and 
state." 

The stories i n th is 
selection from the 17th 
century reflect a par t i cu lar 
s t ra in of misogynist ic 
th ink ing : that women who 
pursue their own sexual 
desires have a catastrophic 
effect on family and society. 
The stories, t rans lated for 
the first time in Eng l i sh , 
are also the earl iest exam
ples of real ist ic f iction in 
C h i n a . Or ig ina l ly intended 
to reinforce Confuc ian 
moral i ty , the stories in The 
Chinese Femme Fatale 
neverthe less have hero ines 
who are active par t i c ipants 
in their own destiny. They 
take the ini t iat ive in 
seduct ion, show consider
able ingenuity and strength 
of m i n d , and often dominate 
their husbands and lovers. 
(Austral ia: Wi ld Peony, 
1994. 102p. RN LIT 
02183.OOB.) 

For inquir ies , contact: 
Univers i ty of Hawai i Press 
2480 Kolowalu Street, 
Hono lu lu , Hawai i 96822 
Fax: (1-808)988-6052 

Contemporary Chinese 
Women Writers Part III, 
edited by W u Zonghu i 

Reflected in this 
col lect ion of eight stories 
are some of the pressing 
issues that have preoccu
pied Chinese women over 
the past decade. The stories 
inc lude an affecting tale of 
stifled asp irat ions in the 
countrys ide (Scatter Brain) , 
an exhaust ing descript ion 
of a factory worker's day 
(Trials and Tribulat ions) , 
an a i r ing of the frustrations 
at br ing ing up a ch i ld in the 
consumer age (Broken 
Transformers) , and a prob
ing of anxieties of a suc
cessful Shangha i business 
women (Happy Birthday). 
The stories portray women 
from a l l wa lks of life bound 
together by a common 
desire to exert some control 
over their destinies. 
(Beijing: Ch inese Litera
ture Press, 1993. 322p. RN 
LIT 02163.OOB) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
C h i n a International Book 
Trad ing Corporat ion 
35 Chegongzhuang X i l u , 
Bei j ing 100044, C h i n a 
P.O. Box 399, Beijing, Ch ina 

Filling Mix 

The Comfort Women: Sex 
Slaves of the Imperial 
Japanese Forces by George 
H i c k s 

In 1938, the Japanese 
Imperial Forces established 
a "comfort s tat ion" in 
Shangha i . Th is was the 
first of many officially 
sanct ioned brothels set up 
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across As i a to service the 
needs of the Japanese 
forces. It was also the first 
comfort stat ion where 
women, many in their 
early teens, were coaxed, 
tr icked and forcibly re
cruited to act as prost i tutes 
for the Japanese mi l i tary. 

Us ing official docu
ments and other or ig inal 
sources never before avai l 
able, The Comfort Women 
tells how wel l-establ ished 
and well-organized the 
comfort system was across 
the Japanese empire, and 
how complete was its cover-
up. It also traces the fight 
by Japanese and Korean 
feminist and l iberal groups 
to expose the t ru th and 
tells of the complic i ty of the 
Japanese government in 
ma inta in ing the lie. The 
Comfort Won\en is an ac
count of a shameful aspect 
of Japanese society and 
psychologN' as well as an 
exploration of Japanese 
racial and gender pol i t ics. 

But above a l l , The 
Comfort Women al lows the 
v ict ims of this unacknow l 
edged war crime to tell 
their own stories and to 
speak of the ful l magni tude 
and brutal i ty of the system 
that enslaved them. 
(Thailand: S i lkworm Books , 
1995. 265p. RN VAW 
02181.00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
S i lkworm Books 
P.O. Box 76, Ch i ang M a i 
50000 Tha i land 

Another good read from Shiva. 

Gender, Poverty and Sus
tainable Development: 
Towards a Holistic Frame
work of Understanding and 
Action by Viv ienne Wee 
and Noeleen Heyzer 

Globa l resource deple
t ion is increas ing by the 
day, and the gap between 
r i ch and poor is steadily 
widening. Women have 
been par t icu lar ly affected by 
this cr is is ; 70 percent of 
today's 1.3 b i l l ion absolute 
poor are women. 

Th is book shows how 
economic growth and im
pover ishment are two sides 
of the same co in. Money 
gives the power to buy up 
the resources of the world. 
As a result , 20 percent of 
the world 's populat ion 
consumes 80 percent of the 
world's resources. Th is 
leads not jus t to environ
menta l degradation, but 
also to widespread ru ra l 
poverty as local c ommun i 
ties, especially women, lose 
their l ivel ihood resources. 
In a wor ld of finite re
sources, the growth of some 
leads to the deprivat ion of 

others. A strategy for 
ach i ev ing susta inable 
development and economic 
equity is advocated by the 
book's authors . (Singapore: 
E N G E N D E R , 1995. 168 p. R 
D E V 02223.OOB) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Centre for Environment, 
Gender and Development 
Pte. Ltd. (ENGENDER) 
14c Trengganu Street, 
0105 Singapore 
Tel: (65)227-1439 
Fax: (65)227-7897 
E-ma i l : 
engender(t / tech net. sg 

Monocultures of the Mind; 
Perspectives on 
Biodiversity and Biotech
nology by Vandana Shiva 

Monocultures of the 
Mind examines the current 
threats to the planet's 
biodiversity and the envi
ronmenta l and human 
consequences of its erosion 
and replacement by 
monocu l tura l production. 
Sh i va shows how the new 
Biodivers i ty Convention 
has been gravely under
mined by a mixture of 
d ip lomat ic d i lut ion during 
the process of negotiation 
and the North's hi-tech 
interests m a k i n g money 
out of the new biotechnolo
gies. In conc lus ion , Shiva 
cal ls for a ha l t—at interna
t ional and nat ional levels— 
to a id and market incen
tives both to the large-scale 
des t ruct ion of habitats 
where biodiversity thrives 
and to the introduction of 
centra l i zed, homogenous 
systems of cult ivat ion. 
(Penang: T h i r d World Net-
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work, 1993. 183p. RN E N V 
02143.OOB) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Third World Network 
87, Cantonment Road, 
10250 Penang, Ma lays ia 

Forging Identities: Gender, 
Communities and the 
State by Zoya Hasan 

This volume cha l 
lenges the assumpt ion that 
Muslims in India const i tute 
a homogenous communi t y , 
with specific character is 
tics deriving from Islam. 
Instead, it locates the 
community w i th in the 
social, economic and pol i t i 
cal developments that have 
taken place in the subcon
tinent, before and after the 
Independence, in order to 
examine how exactly the 
delineation of minor i ty 
identity takes place. 
.Through an examinat ion of 
law, history, pol i t ics, work 
and culture, th is book looks 
at how the formation of 
community identity has 
affected M u s l i m women in 
kidia and how the posi t ion 
of gender and communi t y 
identity intersects w i th the 
State's discourse on equal
ity and secular izat ion. (New 
Delhi: Ka l i for Women, 
1994. 264p. RN C U L 
02109. OOB) 
For inquir ies, contact: 
Kali for Women 
B l / 8 H a u z Khas 
New Delhi 100016, India 

Beyond Bonding: A Third 
World Women's Theologi
cal Journey by V i r g in i a 
Fabella 

Fabel la, a F i l i p ina 
Catholic n u n , traces the 

theological j ourney of 
A f r ican, As i an and La t in 
Amer i can women w i th in 
the Ecumen i ca l Assoc ia t ion 
of Th i rd World Theologians 
(EATWOT). She reveals the 
progressive growth i n the 
theological consc iousness 
of EATWOT women from a 
general acceptance of the 
associat ion 's theological 
d irect ion and methodology 
to a gradual awareness of 
the male bias in the emerg
ing theologies of EATWOT 
members , and from a 
l imited male-defined l ibera
t ion viewpoint to a more 
inc lus ive women's l ibera
t ion perspective. (Mani la : 
Institute of Women's S tud 
ies, 1993. 155p. RN R E L 
02116.008.) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Institute for Women's 
S tud i es 

St. Scholast ica 's College 
931 Es t r ada Street 
Malate, Man i l a , Ph i l ipp ines 

Women, Health and Envi 
ronment compi led by 
Jacque l i n e S i m s 

The l inkages between 
women and heal th and 

Synthesizing common concerns. 

between women and envi
ronment are already widely 
acknowledged, a l though 
there is less unders tanding 
of how al l three areas 
interrelate. The s l im 
volume provides basic 
in format ion on women, 
hea l th and environment 
and raises issues and 
quest ions on a broad range 
of areas. However no 
attempt is made to provide 
answers . Instead, what 
Women, Health and Environ
ment does is to synthesize 
the common issues and 
concerns of women in the 
areas of heal th and envi
ronment . (Geneva: World 
Heal th Organizat ion, 1994. 
162p. RN HEA 02092.008) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Env i r onmenta l Epidemiol 
ogy 
Office of G loba l and Inte
grated Env i ronmenta l 
Hea l th 
Wor ld Health Organizat ion 
1211 Geneva 27 
Swi tzer land 
Tel: (022)791-3760 
Fax: (022)791-4123 

Silk and Steel: Asian 
Women Workers Confront 
Challenges of Industrial 
Restructuring by the 
Committee for As ian 
Women 

Silk and Steel hmds 
together the research 
papers and recommenda
t ions d iscussed and for
warded du r ing the Commit
tee for As ian Women's 
(CAW) Regional Workshop 
and Consu l ta t i on on the 
Impact of Industr ia l Re
s t ruc tu r ing on the Women 



Workers i n As ia . Aside 
from a d iscuss ion on the 
theoretical underp in
nings of the current 
indus t r i a l r es t ruc tur ing 
in As ia , there are also 
six country case reports: 
Hong Kong, Korea, Bang 
ladesh, India, Indonesia, 
and the Phi l ippines. Silk 
and Steel shows women 
are the first contr ibutors 
to, as well as the first 
v ict ims of the ongoing 
indus t r ia l r e s t ruc tu r ing 
in As ia . (Hong Kong: 
Committee for As i an 
Women, 1995. 304p. RN 
E C O 02231.00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Committee for Asian Workers 
Room 4032, 4/F, No.57 
Peking Road, Kowloon 
Hong Kong 
Tel: (852)2722-6150 
Fax: (852)2369-9895 

Plates in a Basket will 
Rattle: Domestic Violence 
in Cambodia by Cathy 
Z i m m e r m a n 

Plates in a Basket will 
Rattle is an exploratory 
study on the nature of 
domestic violence in C a m 
bodia, and its causes and 
effects and focuses on the 
s i tuat ion of the women 
vict ims. However, given 
the nature of the subject 
matter, the research also 
touched on related socia l , 
cu l tura l , educat ional , publ i c 
policy and medica l issues. 
M u c h of Plates in a Basket 
will Rattle is based on 
interviews wi th 50 v ic t ims 
of domestic violence a n d a 
mother of one woman who 
was k i l led by her h u s b a n d . 
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(Phnom Penh: 
Z i m m e r m a n , 
1994. 263p. RN 
VAW 02232.OOB) 
For inquir ies , 
contact: 
The As i a Founda 
t ion 
P.O. Box 536 PTT 
Phnom Penh, 
Cambod ia 

Helping 
Books 

Compendium of Social 
Development Indicators in 
the ESCAP Region: Quality 
of Life in the ESCAP 
Region 

The present Compen
dium of Social Development 
Indicators in the ESCAP 
Region cons is ts of 100 
tables covering n ine major 
subject areas, namely: 
demography, hea l th , h u 
m a n sett lements and 
env i ronment , educat ion , 
transport , communica t i ons , 
employment, output and 
income, and nat iona l social 
expenditure. The data i n 
most cases are presented 
i n five-year intervals start
ing from 1975. In addi t ion, 
demographic projections 
are inc luded in some popu
lat ion tables. (New York: 
U N E S C A P , 1993. 152p. RN 
REF02212 .00B) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
U N E S C A P 
U N B u i l d i n g 
Ra jadamnern Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
T h a i l a n d 

Tel: (662)228-1234 
Fax: (662)282-9602 

The NGLS Handbook 
A consol idated over

view of the pr inc ipa l eco
nomic a n d social develop
ment ins t i tu t ions of the 
Un i t ed Nat ions system. The 
NGLS Handbook has 24 
entr ies wh i ch cover the UN 
Secretar iat ; 15 agencies, 
programs and funds; and 
seven special ized agencies. 
(Geneva: U N - N G O Liaison 
Service, 1994. 254p. RN REF 
02214.OOB) 
For inquir ies , contact: 
Un i t ed Nat ions NGO 
L i a i s o n Service 
Pala is des Nat ions, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, 
Swi t ze r land 
or 

Room 6015 , 866 U N Plaza, 
New York, NY 10017 
U.S.A. 

Economic and Social 
Development in the 
United Nations System: A 
Guide for NGOs 

Conta ins a directory of 
U N Secretariat offices, 
agencies, programmes, 
funds and special ized 
agencies as well as a direc
tory of U N regional eco
nomic and social commis
s ions, in format ion centers 
and the UNDP ' s field level 
and country offices. There 
is also a directory of U N 
pub l i ca t ions and statist ical 
offices. (Geneva: UN-NGLS , 
1995. 160p. RN R E F 
02215.OOB) 
For inqui r i es , contact: 
Un i t ed Nat ions N G O Lia i 
son Service 
Pala is des Nat ions, 
CH-1211Geneva 10, 
Swi t ze r land ; or 
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Room 6015, 866 U N Plaza, 
New York, NY 10017 -
U.S.A. 

National Perspectives on 
Population and Develop
ment 

A total of 168 nat iona l 
reports were prepared for 
the International Confer
ence on Populat ion and 
•Development in Cairo , 125 
by developing countr ies a n d 
43 by industr ia l i zed c o u n 
tries. Th is document re
flects the collective per
spectives of the nat iona l 
reports. It does not attempt 
to restate or expound on the 
reports, but rather to h i gh 
light their most interest ing 
and salient features. It also 
attempts to i l lustrate the 
variety and complexity of 
situations and experiences 
across countr ies and re
gions, drawing conc lus ions 
as to current prior i t ies 
wherever possible. (New 
York; United Nat ions Popu
lation F u n d , 1995. 112p. RN 
DEV0228.00B) 
Available from 
UN Population F u n d 
220 East 42nd St., 
New York, NY 10017 
U.S.A. 

Women, Science and 
Technology for Develop
ment: A Preliminary Guide 
to Who's Doing What 

This guide is a survey 
and directory of organiza
tions, projects and programs 
in women, science and 
technology. (Jamaica: The 
.Once and Future Act ion 
Network, 1994. 126p. RN 
REF 02207. OOB) 

For inquir ies , contact: 
The Once a n d Fu ture 
Ac t ion Network (OFAN) 
Sec re ta r i a t 
•Business D is t r i c t 
40 D u k e St., K ings ton , 
J a m a i c a 
Tel: (1-809)967-2399) 
Fax: (1-809)967-2397) 

ists VIDEO 
COLLECTION 

Khush 
. A f i lm by Pra t ibha Parmar 

1991, 24 m i n (SEX 067) 
Khush means ecstatic 

pleasure in U r d u . For 
Sou th As i an lesbians a n d 
gay m e n i n B r i t a i n , North 
Amer ica , and India (where 
homosexual i ty is st i l l 
illegal) the term captures 
the b l iss fu l intr icac ies of 
being queer and of color. 
Insp i r ing tes t imonies 
bridge geographical differ
ences to locate shared 
experiences of iso lat ion and 
exot ic izat ion but also the 
unremi t t ing joys and sol i 
dar i ty of being k h u s h . 
Accentuated by beauti ful ly 

Khush 

l it d ream sequences, dance 
segments and a dazzlingly 
sensuous soundtrack, this 
upl i f t ing documentary 
conveys the exhi larat ion of 
a cu l tura l l y rooted experi
ence of sexuality. 

Underexposed: The Temple 
of the Fetus 
A fi lm by Kathy High 
1992, 72 m i n (REP 065) 

Comb in ing d rama and 
documentary , Underex
posed: The Temple of the 
Fetus is a savvy and crea
tive probe into high-tech 
baby-making . The fictional 
framework of a TV j ourna l 
ist who unear ths the ethi
ca l compl icat ions associ
ated w i th new reproductive 
technologies allows the 
video to present complex 
documentary information 
about th is issue in a clear 
and ins ight fu l way. The film 
t racks the history of the 
treatment of women's 
sexual and reproductive 
systems as "diseased," 
r equ i r ing the intervent ion 
of medica l inst i tut ions to 
"save" them from their own 
bodies as well as the social 
and pol i t ica l context in 
wh i ch contemporary repro
ductive technologies exploit 
women's bodies. An extraor
d inary new feminist analy
sis of women and medicine 
from the director of / Need 
Your Full Cooperation. 

Japanese American 
Women: A Sense of Place 
A fi lm by Rosanna 
Yamag iwa 
1992 ,28 m i n (SEX 069) 

The stereotype of the 
polite, docile, exotic As ian 
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woman is shattered i n th is 
documentary where a dozen 
women speak about their 
experiences as part of the 
"model minor i ty . " Japanese 
American Women explores 
the ambivalent feelings 
that the women have— 
towards J a p a n and the 
United States. The under ly 
ing theme is the burden of 
being different, of be ing 
brought up as "one of a 
k i n d " as opposed to growing 
up as part of an e thnic 
community . A n uneasy 
feeling prevails out of be ing 
neither Japanese nor 
Amer ican, and the docu
mentary ult imately be
comes the story of J a p a 
nese Amer ican women and 
their search for a sense of 
place. 

Open Letter: Grasp the 
Bird's Tail 
A film by Brenda Joy Lem 
1992, 1 6 m i n (VAW 059) 

A gracefully composed 
film by Canad ian Chinese 
artist, writer and f i lm
maker Brenda Joy Lem, 
Open Letter explores the 
issue of sexual violence in 
a racist society i n a per
sonal and direct way. 
Sylvester (played by Lem), 
wri t ing to her new lover, 
contemplates her desire for 
h im and the vulnerabi l i ty 
she feels because of her 
experiences of sexual abuse 
and racial violence. Her 
metaphor for her fear is 
that of a contort ionist 
trapped in a box and being 
lanced by a sword. By 
exploring and confront ing 
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this fear, she is able to 
emerge from the box hold
ing the weapon. Poetic yet 
d is turbing, this film is a 
sophisticated contemplation 
of race, gender and vio
lence. 

Seven Lucky Charms 
A film by L isa M a n n 
1992, 1 6 m i n (VAW 060) 

"Husbands k i l l their 
wives because of bruised 
egos; wives generally k i l l 
their husbands because of 
bruised bodies." This sty l ish 
and imaginative documen
tary weaves animated 

imagery w i th 
s ta t i s t i ca l 
in format ion 
to provide an 
env i r onment 
for under
standing the 
reality of 
battered 
women, 
especia l ly 
those who k i l l 
t h e i r 

batterers in 
self-defense. 
Violence and 
re ta l i a t i on , 
inadequate 
police re
sponse. 

gender inequi t ies i n the 
legal sys tem a n d pr ison 
sentenc ing are a l l exam
ined in a c lear and inven
tive way. 

Rate It X 
Directed by Lucy Winer and 
Pau l a de Koenigsberg 
1986, 93 m i n (SEX 065) 

W h a t do men really 
th ink of women? Th is 
provocative, h igh ly ac
c la imed documentary looks 
un f l inch ing ly at sexism in 
Amer i ca . A series of dis
tu rb ing though sometimes 
a m u s i n g portra i ts uncover 
obv ious cu lp r i t s s u c h as 
adver t i s ing f i rms and porn 
shops, as wel l as often 
overlooked pockets of sexist 
imagery w h i c h promote 
gender stereotyping and 
reinforce negative concep
t ions of women and sexual
ity. W i t h great humor and 
compass i on , the film re
veals men's deeply 
imbedded att i tudes, show
ing how sex ism becomes 
rat ional i zed through com
merce, rel ig ion and social 
values. Hot ly controversial 
upon its release. Rate It X 
is a cha l l eng ing , invaluable 
f i lm that i l lumina tes c r u 
c i a l i s sues of censorship , 
advert is ing , pornography 
and violence against 
women . 

Like any Other Lovers: A 
Pacific Lovestory with a 
Difference... AIDS 
Produced by The South 
Paci f ic C o m m i s s i o n 
1993 (HEA 072) 

Like Any Other Lovers is 
the story of C h r i s and 
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Linda, a young couple whose 
relationship is threatened 
when Chr i s learns he is 
infected wi th HIV—the v i rus 
that can lead to A IDS. 
Together their love over
comes the prejudice and 
rejection of those a round 
them. This is a story about 
facing fear w i th love, cour
age and hope. 

The Impossible Dream 
A film by T ina Jorgenson 
Produced by the Un i ted 
Nations and Kratky F i l m s 
Prague. 1983, 1 0 m i n ( S E X 
027) 3 copies 

Made by awa rd -w in 
ning K ra tky F i l m s i n x 
Czechoslovakia , D a g m a r 
Boubkova's c l a ss i c a n i 
mated f i lm is a wry , h u 
morous look at a u n i v e r s a l 
problem faced by m a n y 
women— the "doub le day " 
which involves c o m i n g 
home f r o m ^ day 's pa id 
employment to unde r t ake 
unpaid housework i n the 
home. Boubkova ' s story 
revolves a r o u n d a n aver
age family, w i t h two work 
ing parents , two school-age 
chi ldren a n d a baby. The 
wife works the same h o u r s 
as her h u s b a n d but for less 
money. O n top of her 
work, she has a l l the 
responsibi l i t ies for the 
chi ldren a n d the house 
work. 

Slaying the Dragon 
A fi lm by Debo rah Gee 
1988, 60 m i n ( S E X 068) 

Slaying the Dragon is 
a comprehens ive look at 

From a Sense of Place. 

med ia stereotypes of A s i a n 
a n d A s i a n - A m e r i c a n 
women since the s i lent 
era. F r o m the rac is t use of 
white actors to portray 
As i ans i n early Hol lywood 
f i lms, th rough the success 
of A n n a May Wong's s in i s 
ter dragon lady, to Suz ie 
Wong a n d the '50s geisha 
gir ls , to the A s i a n - A m e r i 
c a n a n c h o r w o m a n of today, 
th i s fasc inat ing videotape 
shows how stereotypes of 
exot i c i sm a n d doci l i ty have 
affected the percept ion of 
A s i a n - A m e r i c a n women . 

Surname Viet Given Name 
Nam 
Produced by J e a n - P a u l 
Bourd i e r 
Directed by T r inh T. M i n h a 
1989, 108 m i n (SEX 070) 

Of marriage a n d loy
alty: "Daughter , she obeys 

her father/ Wife, she obeys 
her h u s b a n d / Widow, she 
obeys her son. " 

V ietnamese-born Tr inh 
T. M inh-ha ' s profoundly 
personal documentary 
explores the role of Viet
namese women historical ly 
and in contemporary soci
ety. Us ing dance, printed 
texts, folk poetry and the 
words and experiences of 
V ie tnamese women—from 
both North and South Viet
n a m — a n d ' the United 
States, Tr inh 's film chal
lenges official culture with 
the voices of women. A 
theoretically and formally 
complex work. Surname Viet 
Given Name Nam explores 
the difficulty of translation, 
and themes of dislocation 
and exile, cr i t iquing both 
tradi t ional society and life 
since the war. 

Thank God I'm a Lesbian 
A f i lm by Laurie Colbert and 
Domin ique Cardona 
1992, 55 m i n (SEX 066) 

Thank God I'm a Les
bian is an upl i f t ing and 
ente r ta in ing documentary 
about the diversity of les
b i an identit ies. Dionne 
B r a n d , Nicole Brossard, Lee 
Pu i M ing , Beck i Ross, J u l i a 
Creet, La Verne Monette, 
S a r a h S c h u l m a n , Chr i s 
Bearche l l , Ch r i s Phibbs, 
Chr i s t ine Delphy and 
Jeanne l l e La i l l ou speak 
f rankly and articulately 
about issues ranging from 
coming out, rac ism, b i -
sexual i ty and S M to the 
evolut ion of the feminist 
and lesb ian movements. 

57 
Women in Action 3/95 



Three women /earn to dance. 
They learn to 
dance in the light. 

Muey a former .slave 
in a Thai brothel. 
(kint. a .single woman 
defying .social expectations. 
Ceceii. a gifted dancer 
forbidden to dance by her father 
and husband. 
Three women living diverse lives 
gathered in a far village 
and find healing. 

D A N C I N G IN T H E L I G H T 
A FILM BY A V K ILACJAN 

PRODI (Ki) BY 

I SIS IMERNATIONAL-MANILA 

OUR GRATITUDE TO THE SPONSORS OV THE 

MANILA FILM SHOWING: 

MIRIAM BALATAN OF MICROPUBLISH 

BOY MORALES OK THE PHILIPPINE RURAL 

RECONSTRUCTION MOVEMENT RICARDO 

FERNANDEZ OF THI; FERNANDEZ LAW 

OFFICE DANILO MKNESES SAL ESCANO 

OF THE FAR EAST BANK AND TRUST 

COMPANY BELINDA AKCILLA OF NOVIB 

S N V LEONOR BRIONES OF IIIE FREEDOM 

FROM DEBT CoALrnoN NEXUS TRAVEL 

M O D E ANX) SIBAT 

out ing and compulsory 
heterosexual i ty. Inc lus ive 
of var ious and often cont ra 
dictory points of view, Thank 
God I'm a Lesbian success
fully proposes an alternate 
v is ion of self and c o m m u 
nity that is real ist ic and 
•positive. Th is fast-paced 
documentary was edited by 
Geraldine Peroni who was 
nominated for an Academy 
Award for the The Player. 

Voices of the Morning 
A film by Meena Nanj i 
1992, 1 5 m i n (SEX 073) 

Inspired by The Hidden 
Face of Eve by Nawal E l 
Saadawi, Voices of the 
Morning is a poetic explora
tion of M u s l i m women's 
lives. It follows the 
social ization process of a 
young woman l iv ing under 
Orthodox Islamic law. 

Res is t ing t rad i t iona l def ini
t ions of a woman 's role i n 
society as only a dut i fu l 
daughter or wife, she s t rug
gles to f ind a space for her 
existence amids t the web of 
condi t ions imposed upon 
her by restrictive fami l ia l 
and societal convent ions. 
A l though Voices of the Morn
ing is about the experiences 
of M u s l i m women, it reso
nates for a l l women who feel 
the effects of repressive 
socia l laws on their bodies 
and psyches. ^ 
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